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UNCLAS STATE I216q3 PA or FOI EXEMPTIONS "

TAGStPFOR, TQ
.SUBJECT:,:REPLY TO LETTER FROM UNITED CAROLINIAN ASSOCIATION

DOTA NO. ! B¢- TT
I

FOR ACT'ING HICOM FROM ACTING SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

PLEASE DELIVER TO MR, FELIx. RABAULIMAN; ALSO DELIVER COPIES
TO PLEBISCITE COMMISSIONER AND STATUS LNO.

QUOTE UNITED STATES" DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
- OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY "
L WASHINGTON, D.C. 202q0 , '

" MAY 23, 1975 "

UNITED CAROLINIAN ASSOCIATION
P.O, BOX q, CAPITOL HILL
SAIPAN, HARIANA ISLANDS 96950

DEAR FRIENDS:
i
THANK YOU FOR YOUR RECENT LETTER OUTLINING YOUR CONCERNS
ABOUT THE BALLOT TO BE OFFERED TO THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN
MA_MANAS IN THE PLEBISCITE TO BE HELD ON JUNE'17.
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TRE WORDING OF THE PLEBISCITE BALLOT WAS AGREED UPON BY
THE VARIOUS DEPARTHENTS AND AGENCIES OF THE U.S. GOVERN-
MENT CONCERNED ONLY AFTER THE MOST CAREFUL CONSIDERATION
OF THE OBLIGATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE TRUSTEE-
S_IP AGREEMENT•

THE "YES" VOTE FORMULATION WAS STATED AS IT WAS, WITHOUT
A_PLIFICATION, BECAUSE THE COMMONWEALTH COVENANT ITSELF
SETS FORTH THE MEANING OF A POSITIVE VOTE IN TERMS OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANAS FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS AND THE SUBSE-

QUENT SEPARATION OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS FROM THE OTHER
DISTRICTS OF THE TTIP, IF THE COMMONWEALTH COVENANT IS
APPROVED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARXANA_ AND BY THE
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.

I

THE WORDING OF THE"NO" OPTION WAS DETERMINED IN LIGHT OF
T_E OBLIGATION OF THE UNITED STATES AS ADMINISTERING
AUTHORITY TO MAKE IT CLEAR. TO THE VOTER_ THAT OPTIONS

O_HER THAN COMMONWEALTH AND POLITICAL UNION WITH THE UNITED
STATES WERE OPEN TO THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA
ISLANDS• THE UNITED'STATES WANTED THE PEOPLE TO KNOW THAT
IF THE SIGNED COMMONWEALTH COVENANT WERE TO BE REJECTED,

T_E IMMEDIATE EFFECT WOULD BE THAT THE NORTHERN MARIANAS
WOULD CONTINUE IN THEIR PRESENT STATUS, THAT THEY WOULD
NOT BE SEPARATED ADMINISTRATIVELY FROM THE TTPI GOVERNHENT,
A_D THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARXANA ISLANDS WOULD
HAVE A FULL OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE WITH THE OTHER '

DISTRICTS OF THE TTPI IN CONSIDERING VARIOUS FUTURE POLI-
TICAL STATUS ALTERNATIVES.

°i

IT IS RELEVANT TO RECALL AT THIS POI'NT,THAT THE COMMON-
WEALTH COVENANT IS A.NEGOTXATED AGREEMENT, REPRESENTING
AiCONSIDERABLE MEASURE OF GIVE AND TAKE ON BOTH SIDES. IT
WAS NEGOTIATED CAREFULLY AND PATIENTLYAND IN GOOD FAITH
T_ PROVIDE FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS THE
MOST FAVORABLE AND FEASIBLE ARRANGEMENT IN ANSWER TO THEIR
LONG STANDING DESIRE FOR POLITICAL UNION WITH THE UNITED
STATES. GIVEM THE LIMITS OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION AND

PQLITICAL REALITIES, THE COMMONWEALTH COVENANT, WHICH WILL o

COME BEFORE THE VOTERS IN THE PLEBISCITE ON JUNE tT. FOR
THEIR ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION, REPRESENTS IN EFFECT THE
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EXTENT TO wHICH. THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IS PREPARED
TO GO TO MEET THAT DESIRE.

, I

TO YOUR ASSERTION THAT "BIAS AND EMOTION" HAVE BEEN INJEC-
TED INTO THE WORDING OF THE BALLOT, I CAN ONLY RESPOND
WITH A FIRM AND UNQUALIFIED DISAVOWAL OF ANY SUCH INTEN-
TION, I BELIEVE THE RECORD OF OUR NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE

MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION OVER MORE THAN TWO
YEARS STANDS AS CONVINCING PROOF OF THE FAIRNESS OF THE'
NEGOTIATIONS AND THE EFFORTS TO SEE THAT THE COVENANT
SHOULD PROVIDE JUST AND EQUITABLE TREATMENT FOR ALL
CITIZENS OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS. WE WOULD DEEPLY
REGRET ANY MOVE ON THE PART OF ANY GROUP IN THE NORTHERN
MARIANAS THAT WOULD FOSTER THE TYPE OF ATTITUDE WHICH YOU
DESCRIBE,

I APPRECIATE YOUR GIV
YOUR VIEWS, WHILE IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THE U.S..GOVERN -
MENT TO ACCrDE TO YOUR REQUEST FOR A CHANGE IN THE WORDING
OF THE "NO" VOTE ON THE PLEBISCITE BALLOT, I WISH TO
REASSURE YOU THAT THE PRESENT LANGUAGE WAS INTENDED TO BE
ENTIRELY FAIR AND IMPARTIAL. THE UNITED STATES FURTHER
INTENDS THAT THE PLEBISCITE EDUCATION PROGRAM SHOULD PRO-
VIDE ALL OF THEVOTERS ALL OF THE RELEVANT FACTS INCLUDING

• OBJECTIVE INFORHATION AND EXPLANATION OF THE CHOICES
!OFFERED ON THE BALLOT,

- SINCERELY YOURS,

- .KENT FRIZZELL
' :- ACTING SECRETARY
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