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_' Plebiscite Commissioner's Office _ ;-

"I k• The Secretarial Order gave the P_eb. Commissioner authority to __

- _ _:;/,:':/"_i":i!_ a_point an Executive Director who shall be resmonsible to him for

I plebiscite.
High Commissioner's Staff_ was deHignated with ths High Commissioner's

, concurrence as the Executiye Director. It was suggested that the
following staff should _erve on the Pleb. Commissioner's staff.
I. Secretary,
2. Administrator for Pleb. Education Program

i 3. Information Specialists in
Radio,

• Publications
:: _ Printing

:" _/_:"i School and Community Relations
:i._:i// _i 4. Translators

5. Secretary _ Typist for Translations
• " /-h 6. Secretary _o Pleb. Advisory Committee •

7. Executive Officer for Voter Registration Board
8. Secretary for Voter Re_&&bratiOn Board '!

i

'" :i Any TTP'I em_loyee chosen by Pleb. Co_issioner are on Xdm/nistrative
i leave during _erformance of their duties.
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iiil/ii!_:ii!ii! Plebiscite Advisory Committee_'_':_"<"_: _ee. Order established a Northern Mariana Islands Plebiscite Advisory

_i"i_;i"_ Cmmmlttee to work with the Plebiscite Commissioner particularly on

_":++":"<:!it the Plebiscite Education Program."."'::<._: Membershlp was set up to include a member from the followLng grou_s: !

',I I. Marianas District Legislature Individuals were selbcted by each {
.i 2. Marianas Political Status Commission specified organization, i
,' 3. District Administration
i .4. Saipan Munici_aalCouncil

...:i 5. Rota Municipal Council
'" ':i 6. Tinian Municipal Council

• ,I 7. United Carolinian Association i

ii! 8. Popular Party

;i:: 9. e=i riParty

• " _' Plebiscite Co_issioner enlarged the above groups by adding a nominee

.,_!] of Saipan Women's Association.
!'i:ii i!! _ During first three weeks of operation, Plebiscite Commissioner had; '_ _ three meetings with the Advisory Committee and discussed all details i

•"-'.i of the plebiscite arrangements _ith them. '_

I...... I. Carlos Shoda....Marianas District Legisl.
; / t _]..... 2. BenJ_ine _.niglor_ .... M.P.L.C.

3. David Maratita........District Administration
.,._ 4. Gonzalo Q. Santos .....Sai_an Municipal Council

" '::" 5- Alfred Amatan_ ........Rota Council
" ' 6. Sylvestre Crum........Tinian Council

7. Jose Lifoifoi.........United Carolinian Assoc. <_

'" 8. T_rz_ _er_o ..... Popular Par}y_ ___. _ ,,::,_,.-.___:-
I0. Sylvia Ada ...........Chamber of Commerce
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_';'::ii;:!ii:':Q:!!Sd Order also established a eleven member Plebiscite Voter
Registration Board. Eight members _ere apwointed by Pleb. Commissioner at large

and three appointed by him from the Muncipal Councils of Saipan,

!"::Yl;:_;:_i acts. as a body or sits e.u _anc on matters involving their respective
+,, . . -:., __ , - ++

municipalities, +,
-

-. , i iembers of the Board have the_uthority to carry out following functions;

i I, in conjunction with the ex officio members, register all voters
qualified to vote in the pleb.

• ":- .! Note:- (Ex-officio members ..Village Commissioner of district
" i

•-..:-i_.-.+.! or in the absence of such Village Commissioner by its

i._i . ._.&j _. sitting en banc as an apF_late review board, hear challenges

of decisions _-a_ting or denying registration to any
person;

' ";.+'=:'i 3, certify the final voter registration list to the l_eb. Commissioner
< ......v:T

': ;+=:] Board members ]

Chairman_l.Eddie Dela Cruz +:

.-_+'"._:, 3. Ira.S. Reyes
+:: 4.Antonia Guerrero

++ .+,. 5. Abel Olo_ai
.-i +6.Alfonsolasa .]

7. Iicardo Villagomez [
8. Pedro Man_lona

...- 9. lisael Ogo
...... I0. Leonardo Diaz

.:' II. P,_m,an Tudela
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","_, , Voter Registration

_i;;iI A crash drive was ins%ituted by the Plebiscite Commissioner toregistration period(May 16) some 5,324 residents had been registered

received. Deadline forwhen absentee registration forms were
al_en'_e regist_'ation was May 31.

In the Con.=ressof Micronesia election in 1964 there were 6211
voters_registered with 4,853 voting. There may have been some doubtful registr.

• Estimate thaC 90-95% of the Mle_..iblevoters of Marianas District

_ will be registered for the Plebiscite.
:t

i)I The full votin_ lists were made _ublic and the Voter Registration

,_i:iil."';i! Board examined them.
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I _.......i Spec_l_ebisciteA_eL_teCo_t
._.:.v...._..._:_.:,Sec. Order set up a special Plebiscite A_pellate Court. The Chief

i::.(.._:-!:i:_:..:..::..i!Justice was to appoint one or more Justices of the Xigh Court asa sFecial _lebiscite appell_te court with exclusive Jurisdictimn }
_"i over all appeals from en banc rulings of the Voter Registration•
i Board.

I, A_eAIs. are to heard before a single Judge of the Special Plebiscite "
I Appellate Court.

than the seventh day _receding the plebiscite.

S_ecial Pleb. A_ellate Court shall certify its decisions to the
Voter Registration Board and_otify the parties therof.

l_ii!i!ii:!:i!_iRulings of the s_ecial court are final and not subject to further_i"'_':I. Q revie_ bY any auth°rity °f the Trust Territ°ry °r °f theUnitedstates,Judicial or otherwise.
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ilili_e_,._°o_it,for_.o,e,atio°of__l and_cto_i•iI _ Plebiscite Education Program.

Among the projects of the Plebiscite Education Program are:

Printing of T2_lin_ual texts of covenants and distribution to every
:_,;......i_ family in the North Marianas district.

Publication of text of Proclamation and Secretarial Order in English,
•" Chamorro and Carolinean.

• Publication of trilingual Primer of shor%_ed description of Covenant
provisions,

.i Publication of trilingu_l edition of Technical agreement.
m _

: questi_s most frequently asked by ordinary _eop!e.

Intensive political education on radio and television during last
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:S:'"i_:ii Role of the Trust Territo._ Government in the Plebiscite

!::; ii High Commissioner's Role:
',i:-!:::!_i Secretarial Order 2973 specified that the High _omzLissionzq"shall provide
•_..._._:..,:_ the Plebiscite Co.mmissioner administrative support as well as to assure

:':...',:,.:;:/,:":-.:ithe implementation of policies and programs related to the Plebiscite
in the manner ._rescribedby the Plebiscite Commissioner.

t

y !_ Following are a_ongst items supplied or done by,High Commissioner:

: I. Provision of logistic support, suitable office space in district, car & driver

• "_ 2. 'Mak.:mgavailable on "administrative detail" such staff, including the

:-] at least eight persons on Pleb. _ommissioner's staff.

i_i]!i_,_ Pleb. Commissioner should have full s_ndprompt acess to such _ersomnel

o c nc hoocwith the ESG Programo Services af all :-inds,official media, inclddin_
radio, TV. press and _istrib. channels, Lint shop, and t ._nslators are to

• _ade available without charge on req. of F3.bb.Co_i_.sioner i
l
!

,)...;.:,i:i:i L.-por__utis requir_:e_nttl_mt"an impartial Pleb. Education Program") is conducted. This means that program will be operated impartially
,.:::..;'.,:..:-_ and objectively, ms_in_ available to all voters relevant facts
"'_":_"_J::_".! surrounding altemnative choices, and _ill prdvide equitable access to".."i:".":'"'"4"_
':)'--:.".:_.-: information through distrib, of materials, media usage, and other
"?". :/" facilities for public information.

' ' ' "i

Program will _ake no position of either advocacy or opposition but is
_.,i solely concerned with the dissemination of accurate inf_ation on thc |

Covenant and its implications for a prospective Commom_e_lth relationship. I
,:, _ The _igh Commissioner and members of his staff will take no _osition !
.... of either advocacy or opposition.
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o
"C"":.i!t!:ii!ililS_. Order siDec:_:ies that the _ariana Islands District Administrator and -
':_':_?*_:_i:_ staff(as well as TT Headquarters) shall assist the Executive Director

..:i:i_:..i_.,ii:_,.__.:::;, in the executiion of his duties.

staff will take no _osition of either advocacy or o_osition.
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