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FordPledgesEarlyAction.:_
OnMarianaIslands;Tie

• WASHINGT01_I,=- '3_ne" " 20
(Reuters). -- lh'esideKt_. Fore
today promis6d, an early effort I
to. urge. Congress to associate:
the. northern Mariafla'.'Islands
in the Pacific with the United

"The President, in _'.statd-
ment_.hai|ed the outcome of-a
p!ebiscite" On" Tuesday :;in" the
iihy-trust tei, ritories Chat' hea_:
'il_/.favored "a commofi'wealth
covenant - With " the United
State.s .along the Hnes of that
of: .Puerto Rico..

"llinteh'd to submit witl_out
delay the covenant to the Con-
gre.';s with my. strong endorse-
ment for its early favorable
action," the President said.

"It is my earnest hope. that
we may look forward to further'
s_eps m the near future'which
will, move the people of the
northern Mariana Islands still

: closer to'che long-desired ulti-'
mate goal of political: union
_vSth the Umted States, he
added. ....


