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SUBJECT;LETTER TO PRESIDENT SANTOS AND CHAIRMAN PANGELINAN
FO_ STATUS" LNO

PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING LETTER FROM AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS TO
ADDRESSEES :

QUOTE: DEAR PRESIDENT SANTOS AND CHAIRMAN PANGELINAN:

THIS IS A FOLLO_I-UP LETTER TO THE GOOD TELEPHONE CONFERENCE
I HAD LAST _:_£K WITH Y3j BOTH ALONG WITH DR. PALACI63,
DANNY MUNA, AND MANNY SABLAN. I FOUND IT VERY HELPFUL TO
HEAl:) ALL OF YOUR VIEWS AND IN TURN I
HOPE YOU WILL SHARE THIS LETTER WITH MEMBERS OF THE MARIANAS
DISTRICT LEGISLATURE AND THE MARIANAS POLITICAL STATUS
COMMISSION. I HAD EARLIER HOPED THAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN

_ POSSIBLE FOR ME TO MEET WITH YOU IN PERSON AND HAD PLANNED

TO COME TO SAIPAM BUT IT NOW SEEMS THAT MY TIME CAN BE
8ETTEP. USED IN YOUR INTEREST BY STAYINGAT HOME AND CON-
TINUING THE WORK FOR THE EARLY APPROVAL OF THE COVENANT BY

: THE U.S. CONGRESS.
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OUR FIRST EFFORT HERE AFTER THE RESULTS OF THE PLEBISCITE
WAS TO CONSULT WITH THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF ON THE
PRESIDENT'S SUBMISSION OF THE COVENANT TO THE CONGRESS.
YOU ARE ALREADY AWARE OF HIS PERSONAL SATISFACTION WITH
THE OUTCOHE OF THE PLEBISCITE AND HIS STRONG STATEMENT
THAT iHE INTENDS TO RECOMMEND STRONGLY THE COVENANT'S EARLY
APPROVAL BY THE U,S, CONGRESS. IT GIVE ME GREAT PLEASURE
TO IN'FORM YOU THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS TODAY FORWARDED THE
COVENANT TO THE CONGRESS WITH HIS PERSONAL ENDORSEMENT
ALONG WITH A DRAFT JOINT RESOLUTION FOR THE CONSIDERATION
OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE.

S'FEPS HAVE ALREADY BEEN TAKEN TO PREPARE FOR THE HEARINGS
IN B()TH THE HOUSE AND SENATE, AND FROM ALL INDICATIONS THE
LEADERSHIP IN THE HOUSE AND THE SENATE ARE BOTH DESIROUS
OF GIVING CONSIDERATION OF THE COVENANT HIGH SCHE-
DULING PRIORITY, BOTH HOUSE5 ARE NOW RECESSED UNTIL JULY
8 BUT IT I5 MY HOPE THAT THE HEARINGS CAN BE
SCHEDULED SOON THEREAFTER, THE ,DATES OF COURSEr WILL BE
SET BY THE CHAIRMEN AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE INTERIOR COMMIT-
TEES I,_C YOU WILL BE , "IFIED IMMEDIAT-' " ONCE A FIN/I
TIMETABLE HAS BEEN DETERMINED. I DO NOT KNOW HOW LONG
THE HEARINGS ON THE COMMONWEALTH COVENANT WILL LAST,
BUT I THINK YOUR DELEGATION SHOULD PL'AN ON
BEING HERE AT LEAST A WEEK AND POSSIBLY TEN DAYS.

I WAS PLEASED TO LEARN OF YOUR DECISION TO SEND A JOINT
I

MDL(MPSC DELEGATION TO WASHINGTON FOR THE HEARINGS IN THE
HOUSE AND SENATE. THE MEMBERS OF OUR CONGRESS, WILL, I
AM SURE0 ATTACH A GREAT DEAL OF IMPORTANCE TO YOUR
TESTIMONY AS A FURTHER EXPRESSION OF THE WILL AND HOPE OF
THE PEOPLE C." THE NORTHEr.;, MARIANA ISLANDS. I AM CERTAIN
TOO THAT MANY CONGRESSMEN AND SENATORS WILL ALSO WISH TO
USE THE OCCASION OF YOUR PRESENCE IN WASHINGTON TO CONGRAT-
ULATE YOU AND EXPRESS THEIR OWN SATISFACTIOI_ WITH THE PRO-
SPECTS THAT LIE AHEAD OF POLITICAL UNION BETWEEH THE UNITED
STATES.AND THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS.

I LOOK FORWARD TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE MDL/MPSC DEL.EGATION.
IT WILL AFFORD US AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS FURTHER TO-
GETHE_ THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PHASE I PLANNING INCLUDING
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JOINT TRANSITION COMMISSION, THE
OFFICE OF TRANSITION, STUDIES AND PLANNING, AND OTHER
MATTERS WHICH YOU MAY WISH TO RAISE IN ORDEP TO MAKE SURE
THAT OUR CONTINGENCY PLANNING WILL BE COMPLETED WHILE

_ AWAITING THE ACTION OF THE CONGRESS. I, THEREFORE, HOPE

THAT DURING THE INTERIM, BETWEEN NOW AND THE ARRIVAL OF

YOUR DELEGATION IN WASHINGTONt YOU WILL BE GIVING THOUGHT
TO THESE MATTERS SO THAT WE CAN HA_E THE BENEFIT OF YOUR
THINKING AS WE DEVELOP TOGETHER FINAL PLANS FOR PHASE I.

TH E DAYS AHEAD WILL BE BUSY ONES FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE
_ _ "MDL AND THE MPSC. YOU HAVE ALREADY HEARD FROM SECRETARY

HATHAWAY REGARDING HIS DESIRE THAT YOU LEND YOUR ASSIS-
TANCE AND ADVICE IN THEFURTHER PLANNING THAT IS NECESSARY
TO, ASSURE A SMOOTH. AND ORDERLY MOVE TO FULL SEPARATE
ADMINISTRATION, YOUR INVOLVEMENT AND PARTICIPATION IN
THE PLANNING OF THE MARIANAS GOVERNMENT UNDER SEPARATE.
ADMINISTRATION WILL, I AM SURE, BE WELCOMED BY PETER
COLEMAN AND STRON_mY ENCOURAGED BY MR. ZEDER WITH WHOM
YOU Will BE MEETING.

THE MDL, TOO, WILL HAVE AS SECRETARY HATHAWAY HAS MEN-
TIONED A NUMBER OF MOST IMPORFANT MATTERS TO CONSIDER WHEN
IT_ CONVENES ON JULY 7. ONE OF THESE MATTERS TO WHICH I

HOpE YOU WILL GIVE PRIORITY IS THE ACTUAL ORGANIZATION OF
TH E LAND ENTITY CALLED FOR BY YOUR LEGISLATION OF LAST
AUGUST. AS I UNDERSTAND IT, NOTHING NOW STANDS IN
THE WAY FOR THE BEGINNING OF THE'TRANSFER OF TITLE OF
PUBLIC LANDS IN THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS EXCEPT FOR
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE MARIANAS PUBLIC LAND CORPORATION.
THE LEG!S_ATURE AND THe MPSC MIGHT ALSO WISH TO JOINTLY
CONSIDER THE NAMING OF AN AD HOC GROUP TO BEGIN, IN COOPER-
ATION WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES, PRELIMI-
NARY PLANNING FOR THE AMERICAN MEMORIAL PARK.

LET ME SAY IN CLOSING THAT I AM'KEENLY AWARE OF YOUR DIS-
APPOINTMENT IN NOT BEING ABLE TO MOVE IMMEDIATELY TO
FULL SEPARATE ADMINISTRATION. I SHARE YOUR
REGRET AND AM AWARE OF THE CONFUSION AND FRUSTRATION THAT
MA!NY OF YOU MUST FEEL IN VIEW OF MY PREVIOUS STATEMENT AND
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STATED SEQUENCE OF THE STEPS TO BE TAKEN LEADING FO PULL
COMMONWEALTH STATUS. I HOPE, HOWEVER, THAT YOU WILL
ACCEPT WITH PATIENCE AND FOREBEARANCE THE NEED NOW TO TAKE

IN_q CONSIDERATION CERTAII$ EXISTING CIRCUMSTANCES AND
POLITICAL REALITIES THAT WOULD MAKE IT UNWISE TO ACT IN
HASTE.

I BELIEVE THAT ADVANTAGES CAN BE GAINED BY USING CONSTRUC-
TIVELY THE TIME THAT IS AVAILABLE FOR CAREFUL PLANNING. I

HoPE YOU WILL CONSIDER STEPS 4 AND 5 IN FACT AS BEING CON-
CURRENT AND COMPANION STEPS--A PLANNING PERIOD WHILE TIME
IS BEING GIVEN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO CON-
SIDES AND ACT ON THE COVENANT. ONCE APPROVAL HAS BEEN

GRANTED, YOU HAVE THE WRITTEN ASSURANCES OF SECRETARY
HATHAWAY THAT A SECRETARIAL ORDER WILL BE ISSUED
FORTHWITH CALLING FOR THE IMMEDIATE ADMINISTRATIVE
SEPARATION OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS AND THE
BEGINNING OF PHA5E I. YOUR HELP IN PREPARING THE

' GROUNDOWRK FOR THIR SECRETARIAL ORDER AND FOR PLANNING
THE HOST EFFECTIVE _ OF THE $1.5 MILLION PHASE
I FUND WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED BY ALL CONCERNED IN
WASHINGTON.

WITH BEST WISHES, SINCERELY YOURS, AMBASSADOR F. HAYDN
WILLIAMS, THE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR
MICRONESIAN STATUS NEGOTIATIONS. INGERSOLL
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