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B_ PASSED ASAP TOCHAIRMAN pHILLIp BURTON AND TO _P_C DELEGATION,
:2, LETTER= BEGIN TEXT .............
DEAR :CONGRESSMAN BURTON;

WISH TO AOKNOWLEDGE WITH APPRECIATION YOUR K_ND AND THOUGHTFUL
INVITATION TO ATTEND THE jULY 14_ ig75 HEARINGS OF YOUR SUBCOMMi-
TTEE ON TERRITORIAL AND INSULAR AFFAIRS CONCERNING THE P_OPOSED
:COVENANT FOR THE NOTHERN MARIANAS ISLANDS=

IT IS THEREFORE WITH REGRET THAT I MUST INFORM YOU THAT CIRCUM-
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STANCES WILL NOT PERMIT'MY APPEARANCE ON THIS HISTORIC OCCASION,
HOWEVER_ I AM TAKING THE,LIBERTY OF TRANSMITING A COPY OF MXT

PREPARED REMARKS= WHICH I REQUEST THAT MR= JOSE R, CRUZ READ_ :OR_
IF NOT POSSIBLE_ INSERT INTO THE RECORD ON MY BEHALF.

- I 00_ HOWEVER, 'PLAN TO VISIT WASHINGTON D_C= NEAR THE END:OF
JULY ON OTHER CONGRESSIONAL MATTERS_ AND HOPE THAT TIME WILL =
PERMIT ME TO PAY A:COURTESY CALL TO YOUR OFFICE AND TO TESTIFy
IN THE SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON TERRITORIAL AND INSULAR AFFAIRS=

WARMEST HAFA ADAI.

{SIGNED) SENATOR TI, BORJA END TEXT
STATEMENT, BEGIN TEXT .....
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. ,..... H,,T"i.... ,".s E.._[-:Ui}A'f I TAt",_ TH_30F,ur, lvr,,_ Y TO ,_'_r,! ;.IY _.D_.L ES FROM THE
_:_ARIANA8 LEADERSHIP IN BRINGING YOU THE BEST W[SHE$ AND GREETINGS
OF THE PEOPLE OF OUR DISTRICTu AHD MY PERSONAL APPRECIATION FOR
HAVING BEEN INVITED TO TESTIFY ON BEHALF OF THE PROPOSED COVENANT
TO ESTABLISH A COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS=

• yds.,, r--L[_AS THE SEN%OR SENATOR OF THE MARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICTm A "f'_'_B_'_
OF. THE-CONGRESS OF MICRDNESIA SINCE ITS CREATION DYER TEN YEARS

-' AGOo-I STRONGLY RECOMMEND ITHAT THIS SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT OUT
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-FAVORABLYTHE COVENANT AS RATIFIEDBY MY PEOPLE 0_.._JUNE 17, 1975
DURING AN OFFICIALPLEB%SCITE SUPERVISED BY A PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES APJD V;ITNESSED BY
OFFICIAL UBSERVERS OF THE.UNITED NATIONSTRUSTEESHiP COUNCIL.,

IN CONVEYING THE-BTONG DLWAUFNBMF THECOVENANT BY MY
-CONSTITUENTS IT ISPERHAPS APPROPRIATE TO BRiERL, Y SI;HMARIZE THE
BACKGROUHD OF THE MARIANA$ POLITICAL GOALS AND !_P_R_TIONS. WHICH

;_ULMINATED ZN THE JUNE PLEBISCITE, AND WHICH NO_-_AWAIT_ LIKE OUR
CITIZEN$_ YOUR A;FIRMATIVE AC.TIDN=

AS HAC _EEN _NDICATED BEFORE AT OTHER FORI.,_p THE PEOPLE.:OF THE
MARIANA$ IiAVE DESIRED TO BECOME A PART OF THE A_;ER_CAN POLITICAL
FAMILY FOR OVER TWO DECADES= THE REASON FOR l_Ii] bE.SIRE: IS..A
SIMPLE ONE, IT RESULTS FROM THE FACT THATTHEY HAVE WITNESSED
AND-PERSONALLY EXPERIENCED ADMINISTRATION AND CONTROL BY FOUR
D_FFERENT WORLD POWERS OVERTHE PAST FOUR _ENTURIES, IT ISTHEIR

FERVENT AND DEEPLY HELD BELIEF THAT OF THE FOUR DIFFEREN_ NATIONS •
WHICH HAVE RULED THE MARIANAS_ THAT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA HAS WON THEIR HEARTS AND MINOS_ BECAUSE OF THE DEMOGRA-.
TIC IDEALS AND FREEDOM WHICH IT REPRESENTS ANE STANDS FOR INPRINC..!-

•PLE AND PRACTICES INFACT,
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THEREFORE_ NOT ONLY MUST WE RECOGNIZE THAT THE PEOPLE OFTHE

MARIANAS HAVE REPEATEDLY REQUESTED THIS FORM DF STATUS ASEVIDENCED
•BY NUMEROUS DOCUMENTSUJBPETITIONS_ MEMORIALS_ LETTERS, AND REFERENDUM$_

Y
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-. U .... -.,. c.i!:.,::; i. i_- ,._OT_ATiBIqS THEtISELVES_ BUT WE MUSTAHD _" F I["iH v'' " ' " " "q "
R_COGHiZE THAT t-i'i !'EO_'LL YIEH A ;>_;/,i_E/_T ASSOC;ATION WiTH THE
UNITED STATES WiTH RESPECi_ WITH AFFECTION_ AhD WiTH ADMIRATION,

THESE FEELINGS HAVE BEEN MANIFESTED IN MANY WAYS_ FOR DNEj
BECAUSE OF OUR STRONG OESIRE TO BECOHE ATTACHED TO THE UNITED STATESe
IN THE sgB@_S A POLITICAL PARTY WAS BORN IN THE MARIANA5, A.:MAJOR
PLANK AND PHILOSOPHY OF THIS. PARTY WAS THAT THE MARIANA$..SHOU_D
BECOME A PART OF THE UNiTED STATES,

LATERp IN %g7_= WHEN THE CONGRESS OF MICRONE$IA HAD RE3E¢_ED
THE OFFER OF A COMMONWEALTH STATUS FOR ALL OF MICRONESIA= I
MADE A SPEECH IN THE-SENATE OF THE CONGRESS WHICH SPOKEFOR:'OUR

FEELINGS,ATTHAT.T_ME,
"I FEAR THAT FOR THIS CONGRESS TO REJECTTHE UNITED STATESI

PROPOSAL FOR A CO_HONWEALTH STATUS AS
UNACCEPTABLE WILL FORECLOSE
THE POSSIBILITY OFOUR SCRUTINIZING THE MERITS OF SUCH: A,PROPOSAL:=
WE IN THE MARIANASCOMMUNITY. DO NOT FIND THE COMMONWEALTH'PROPOSAL
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..ALTOGETHER UNACCEP.TABLE= WE ARE SOMEWHAT FLATTERED BY¢HIS INTEREST
OF "H_E UNITED STATES IN MICRONESIA,. AND PERHAPS A LITTLE-.EMBARRASSED
WE ARE NOT QUITE SURE MICRONESIA ENTIRELY DESERVES _T;"

SINCE THAT'TIME, THE BASIC GOALS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS
HAVE NOT :CHANGED0 AND NEITHER HAS THE SENTIMENT THAT WE_ARE, SOME-•
WHAT FLATTERED THAT THE UNITED STATES WAS CONVINCED ENOUGHT' OF OUR,
SINCERITY TO AGREE TO ENTER INTO NEGOTIATIONS.LEADING _?0 THE:
BUSINESS AT HAND IN THIS HEARING TODAY,

IN SIMILAR FASHIONp WE FIND THE COVENANT BEFORE YOU NOT""AETO=,
GETHER UNACCEPTABLEo" AND IN FACT_ WE FIND IT FOR THE MOST_PART
QUITE ACCEPTABLE REPRESENTING NOT ONLY THE CULMINATION OF. TWO DECADES
OF EFFORTS BUT ALSOTWO YEARS OF CONCENTRATED NEGOTIATIONS,

WE ARE_ OF.COU E_ AWARE THAT NO !NSTRUMENT OR DOCUMENT"IS_
E_TGER PERFECT, OR ALWAYS ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH SIEES_ SINCE"THE VERY
PROCESS OF NEGOTIATION INVOLVES COMPRDMISE_ AND COMPROMISE
INEVITABLY MEANS THAT BOTH SIDES GET MOST, BUT NOT ALL_ THEY WANT=

IN THIS .CONNECTION THEREFORE# IT IS MY HOPE THAT'THIS SUB-
•COMMITTEE AND BOTH HOUSES OF THE U,S, CONGRESS WILL CONSIDER APPRO-
VING THIS A5 A BASIC AGREEMENT_ WHICH PROVIDES THE MECHANICS OF LATER
#

.- UNCLAS_!F.IED
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RELATED TO THISpSOME VOICES HAVE RAISED CONCERN OVER THE

INTENTZONS..AND MOTIVATZON5 UNDERLYING APPROVAL. OF THECOVENANT.AND

THE ACQUZ$ITZON OF. NEW CITIZENS AND TERRITORY IN TH_S MODERN-DAY_
-POST COLONIAL.PERIOD=

ATTHE RISK OF BEING REDUNDANTe THE MOTIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF
'THE MARIANAS ARE PLAINt THEY CHOOSE TO SEEK FREEOOMu XREEDOMFROM
THE INVOLUNTARY DEATH_ DESTRUCTION_ AHD SUFFERXNG VISITED uPON
THEN .FOR CENTURiE_= WE DO SO_ BASEO ON THE HUMANITARIAN AND DEMOCRA-
T_C:PRINCIPLE8 wITH WHICH AMERICA HAS TUTORED US AND OUR CHILDREN
OVER'THE PAST THREE DECADESp AND IN WI,_ICH WE BELIEVE.

WE DO 80 NOT BECAUSE WE KNOW AMERZC_ iS A RICH AND POWERFUL.
NATION BECAUSE WE WANT TO BE RICH AND.POWERFULp TO0_ THERE ARE .
MANYRICH AND POWERFUL NATIONS IN THE WORLD TODAYp AHD iF THAT
WERE THE ONLY CRITERION_ THEN OUR PEOPLE COULD CHOOSE _I_DNG SEVERAL-
NATIONS=

EIKEWISEr AS YOU HUST BELIEVE I.N THE SINCERITY OF OUR MOTiVA-,
T_ONSI WE MUST BELZEVE IN THOSE OF THE PEOPLE OF AMERICA REPRESENTED
BY
THEIR GOVERNMENT= _E BELIEVE THAT THE FRIMARY AND PRINCIPAL: REASON
THAT THE UNITED STATES _ISHES US TO BECOME A PART OF ITS POLITICA_
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