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FOURTH MARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE A

SIXTH REGULAR SESSION . C%

ACT NO. 31-1975
INTRODUCED BY: HON. MANUEL D. MUNA, SAIPAN
(,,,,A, . A

AN ACT CALLING FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL COVENTION
FOR THE MARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT: PRESCRIBING
ITS POWERS, DUTIES AND FUCTIONS: APPROPRIATING
MONEY THEREFOR: AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

eV

BE IT ENACTED BY THE FOURTH MARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE, THAT :

Section 1. Constitutional Covention. There is hereby created a constitutional
Conveption in and for the Mariaﬁa Islands District. The Convention
‘shall be known as the Mérianas Constitutional Convention.
Séction 2. Delegates. The Convention shall consist of Twenty.(ZO) delégates, all
— of whom must be citizens and bonafide residents of the Mariana Islands
| District, to be selecied;as follows:
(1) Municipality of Saipan, eleven (ll)f“élegates,
elected from the following delegate districts, each

electing the following delegates:

‘Chalan'Kanoa District No. 1, electing.

v
1]
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J,pné delegate;

Chalan Kanoa District No. 2, electing

-

'”;9dé delegate;

- Chalan Kanoa District No. 3, electing
5pé/delegate;

Chalan Kanoa District No. 4, electing

-1

’9ﬂé delegate;

Susupe Village, District No. 5, electing

7n’é delegate; . X o 0‘« 1 0512 |
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San Antonio'Village, District No. 6
electing gge’delegate
San Jose Village District No. 7
'electing’/né'delegate

San Roque Village, District No /8»

electing cpe/delegate
- Tanapag Village District No. 3?/”
electing/9 delegate
San.Vicente Village,'District No. 10,
electing 9ne/delegate
Garapan Village, District wo. ll.
' electing o é,delegate
(2) Municipality of Tinian, three (3) delegates, elected at large,
(3) Municipality of Rota, five (5) delegates, elected from the
.fbllowing delegates:.‘ .
District No. 1, electing one delegate; .
District po. 2, electing one delegate;
bistrict No. 3, electing one delegate;
District No. 4,gelecting one delegéte;
District No. 5,lelecting one delegate
(4) Northern Mariang Islands, One (1) delegate elected at—large.
Section 3, Election The election of delgates under this Act shall be ag follows:

- ' (1) 'All bonafide residents of the Mariana.Islands District who have
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(2)

(3).

() O

The election of delegates shall be beld on the- first Tuésday,

following the first Monday in November, 1975.

Any person who is eighteen years of age or older, has fulfilled

" the

Pl “'

~014



o7 Act No. 31-19/5 : ' .

L Page o ® | |

: L | e N . oo : (i)

- residence requirements for registration as a voter, as set forth in
Chapter 7) 3 of ‘the Mariana Islands District Code, is not currently
‘under parole, probation, or sentence for any felony for which he has'been
convicted bg‘any court of the Trust Territory or any court within the
jurisdiction of the United States, shall be eliéible for election as
a-delegafe.
(4) The name.of any candidate for election as a delegate shall b¢
brinted on an official ballot to-be usedAat the elegt%on for choosing
candidates only if ét least twenty days prior to such-election a
nomination paper shall havé been filed in the office of the Election
Commissioner. in his behalf nominating him as a céndidate for a delegate,
and signed'bg not less fheé twenty-five_qualified voters. There shall be
deposited with-each nomination papér a feé of Ten dollars. Such

. nomination fee shall be Q2¥Q{Lver into the»General Funa of the Mariana‘
Islands District Legislature. No such nominatioh<paper shall contaiﬁ any
refereﬁce to, or deéignate'any political pé;ﬁy,.and the ballots used at.
such election sbail not contain any‘reference to or designation éf the
political party or affiliation'of any candidate. The names of the.
candidates in each delegate district éhall~bé a separate ballots. Ihe
Election‘Commissioner shali, upon receipt of the nomination paper,
éndorse thereon the day, hour and minute that such nomination paper

is ‘received. |
(5)‘_1n case of a tie vote at the election for delegates, the

candidates so tied shall.dra& lots under the sqpervision of the

Election Commissioner to determine which of them shall be selected
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as delegates.

(6) Each person voting for delegates shall be permitted to vote for

~ the number of delegates to which the delégate district in which

Section 4.

Section 5.

he votes is entitled,. and the candidate or candidates receiving
the highest number of voters for eac@Ade%egate_district shall be
the delegates to the Convention from that delegate aistrict. The

candidates not elected shall be designated as alternates in the order

[N

- in which their vote totals appear-. T s

(7) Except as otherwise specifjcally provided herein, the election

for such delegateé shall be condu¢ted, tﬁe returﬁs made, the results
ascertained, and fhe.certificates ofipersons eleéted to.be delegates to.
such Cbnvention issued in the same manner as is prescribed under Chapter
21.5:l~ of the Mariéﬁa.Islands'District Code governing election for
the Mafiana Islands District Legislature.

(8) The Convention shall be the sole judge of the elections, returﬁs,

[

and qualifications of delegates.

Vacencies. Véqancies’for any delegate shall be filled by the
'candidate receiving the next highest number of voters in the election
of delegates from the same delegate district.

Procedure.

(1) The Constitutional Convention shall conveng in Saipan) Mariana
Islands and éhall continue ih"sessionxfor not longer than sixfh (60)
4a%eﬂéeffdags.: The President bf the Mariapa Islands- Bistrict shall
SPegify the actual date for the convening of the convention, and
shall act as President of the Convention until the Convention shall

select a President from among its membership.

£ 1516
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(2) The Convention shall select, frbh among its membeiship, a

President and such additional officers as it may deem necessary

and appropriate.

(3) The Convention shall adopt its own rﬁles of procedure not-
inconsistent with this Act; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that no questiob
shall_be decided affirmatively by the Conventioﬁ‘except by‘the
affirnatiﬂﬁbvotes of not less then thfeeffburths of the delegates
entétled_to;vote~in—the—Genveﬁtion;.a guorum being present; and
that no voting except in pérson shall be pérmitted; and that',

abstentionslshall not be counted as a vote cast in determining

the result of any question. ﬁLw;:t_:a;;‘_z%,z:r”(—zr*j;
_ 7~

(4) A guorum shall con51st of-f&ﬁtean Votlng delegates, unless
the Convention by its rules of procedure shall provide_for a greater
rumber.

Powers of Convention.

e -

(1) The President of theAConstitutional_Convention, or the Chairménﬁ
of any duly establiéhed Committee tbereof, shall have the power aﬁd
auﬁhority to issue subpoenas reguiring the attendan&é'of witnesses - -
or the production of books, documepts, or ofher evi&eﬁce,-in any matter
related to'the’purpose of the Constitutional Convention.

Any subpoené or other procesé issued under the authority of the
Convention shall run in the name of the Trust Territorg of the

Pacific Islands énd shall be addressed to any police officer of

the Tfust Territory. Such subpoena or other-process shall be

signed by the.Presidenf, shall contain a reference to this

Section, and shall set forth in general terms of the matter or

. .questions with reference to which such testimony or other

N
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evidence is to be taken.

Ang officer to whom the process described in this Subsection is

directed, if within his jurisdiction, shall forthwith serve or

execute the same upon dellvery thereof to hlm, w1thout charge

. or compensatlon, PROVIDED, HOWEVER that -any offlcer serving or

executing such subpoena.or process shall be compensated for his

actual expenses, if any, in connection therewith.

(2) The President or the: Gairman of any_duly'estaél;shed
Committee may administer oaths to witnesses in any matter ﬁnder the
examination of the Convention.

Every person who, héying béen'summoned as a witness by the
Convention to give testimony or to_prodUce papers upon any

matter -under inquiry before the Convention, refuses to make oath

. or affirmation, or to answer any question inquiry, shall be guilty

of contempt of the Constitutional Conventiorni and upon conviction

E .

thereof shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars or

-imprisoned for not more than one year, or both.

vhenever a person violates any of the provisions of this

Subsection, the President shall certify a statement of such .
g 4/\_»«4, P L /J“—/ﬂ"

" facts to the Attorney General of the Trust Territory who shall

prosecute the offender in any apprbpriate court of the Trust

Territory.

(3) *The officers and employees of the Trust'Territory Government
or the district gbvernment shall éooperate with the Convention
by furnishing such information as may be called for in connection

mmr%@mhwﬁﬁﬁﬁof&ewmmﬁm.
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7. ‘Duties. The Cbnvenfion shall draft é'Constﬁtution.for the future
government of the Northern Marianas. vSuch.Constitution shall make
adequate provision for the exernise of legislative, judicial, and
executive functions, and shall guarnatee to all the citizens of the

. Northern Marianés a fbrmvof government which permits the free
democratic exéression of»their'viehs. It shall pro&ide for an f‘
effective date,.and shall require approval by a popular‘réferendum
as speéified in this Act. When said Constitution éﬁﬁil be drafted
as afbresaid} the' Convention shall_notify the Mariana islands District
Legislature that is has completed its deliberations. Upon receipt of
such notification, the Mariana Iglands District Legislatnre éhall cause
the same to be translated into tbe major languages used in the

' Marianas, and shall call a referendum on the Constitution.

8. Stéff'SUpport. The'Convention shall be assisted in its tasks by;
(1) The Mariana Islands District Legislature, may make available such
administrative and'techniéal assistance aninéy be-requested\byrthe"
Convention. | |
(2) The Convention may hire such staff as it may deem necessary toward

the performance of its tasks, within the limits of the funds made

.available to it by this act and by other acts.

Section 9. Compensation of Delegatés.‘

(1) Delegates to the Convention shall not be employed while serving
as delegates, but may take leave without pay from their regular

employment during their service as delegates.

11519 .




,’ a ~ Agt No. 31-1975 ’ '
e Page Seven o M V : :

(2) Delegates shall be entitled to ail necessary travel expenses, and
to. per diem at standard Trugt Territory rates, while on the business
of the Convention.

(3) Delegates shall be paid at the rate of twenty-five ($25.00)

dollars per day .while bnbthe~business of the Convention; PROVIDED,

HOWEVER, delegates who are members of the Mariana Islands DPistrict

Legislature,.selecfed under the provisions of Section 2 of this

Act, shall not be entitled to be paid twenty-fiveWQQ}lars ($25,0b)

_per day, but shall be entitled to receive travel e;penses and per diem.

Section 10. There is hereby authorized to be apéropriated out of any unobligated
surplus in the General Fund of the Mariana Islands District Legislature,
the sum of Sevehtg-Five Thousand Dollars ($75,000.00) or as much'thereof
as may be necessary to carryout the purposes of this Act.

Section 1l1. The funds authorized héreundér shall remain available until Juhe 30, 1976,
or until the completion of the purpose for which they are appropriated,
whichever shall first occur, whereupon any sums remaining unexpended and
UHobiigated shall revert to the General Fund of the Mariana Islands
'Disfrict Legiélature. )

Section 12. This Act shall take effect upon its approval by tbe.bistrict

Administrator, or upon its becoming law without such approval.



