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Honorable Philip A. Hart
United States Senate

Washtnqton, D.C. 20520
Deaz 8ena_z Hart:

Thank you for vou: letter o_f September 25, requesting _
on behalf of' Lnformatton in response to
questions she has zaised-_noerning the future status of
the Mariana Islands, a nuclear free Pacific and the Trident
nuclear missile system.

The United States Is the Administering Authority for
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, commonly
zefezTed to as Miczonesia, under the terms of a Trustee-
ship Agzeement coneluaed in 1947 between the Unlted
States and the United Nations. The Northe:n Marlana
Is2e_dJ make up one of the slx dlstTicts of the Trust
TeZTitOEy. (The DoS. tezTi4_z_, of Guam is geoqlrapht-
aally part of the l_:lana Islands bu_ is not a par_ of _
• he Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.) As _lmlnl-
storing Authority, _ United S_ate8 agTeed 5:o "prances
the deveZolnent of the JJ_habi_mts of the trus_ territory
tovazd sol£-government or lndepondence, as may be appro-
pziage to the par_ular oiz_-mantan_es of the _ust
terr4tory and Its peoples and the freely expressed wishes
of _he p_ople= m_-.:ne_." The UnAted States Is a member
of _fltle Units1 NaZi.arts Truateesl_p Council, and we annually
report to that body on progress and developments in
Trust Territory.

The L'." _as_esh£p Council ha- -._.._..-wledged the repeated
:_quost: f_ the l_or_hern Marlana IsZands for s c:_se:
rela_Lonshlp vith the United States. After two years of
neg_Ikatlons, s "Covenant 4:o Ea_,abllsh a Co_onws_lth of
the Sor_hern l_mlaaa Islands in Po11_Lcal Unlon with
UnlOad 8_ates of k_ezima" was signed on February 25, 1975.
The Covenant was presentad to the people of the Noz_hern
_r£mma In a plebiscite on JUne 17, 1975, which was
_bsexved bY a SpeoJ_l Visiting Mission authorised and
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dispatched by the UN Trusteeship Council. 'The plobisclte

resulted in s 78.8% vote in favor of the. Covenant, with

95% of the registered voters participating. :Te regard
thls UN-observed act Of 8elf-determinatlon as a ._aJor
step in the fulfil1_ent of OULt obligations as Administering
Authorlty.

The Covenant is presently undQrgoing review by the United
States Congress. on July 21 the IS•use of Representatives
gave its approval to the Covenant, in ,_.J. Res. 549, by
vole• vote without any obJectlon, following unanimous
approval by the House Interior and Insular Affairs Cornel•tee
and its Subcommittee on Territorial Affairs. The Covenant

Is now before the Senate for its consideration and approval.

Further information oonoernlng the proposed Northern
_arlanas Commonwealth and U.S. negotiations on the future
political status of the other districts of the ,_Tust
TerrltOry can be obtalned from Ambassador T. Haydn Williams,
the President's Personal Representatlves for. H1croneslan
Status Nego_atlons, end the Of£1ce for Hioroneslan Status
Negotiations, Washing_on, D.C. 20240.

The U.S. _onmlderm that the establishment of effeotlve
nuoleaE weapon free zones in appropriate regions of the
world oould be a useful (_mplement to the ,_on-ProllfeE-

8tlon Treaty and other measures in preventing the spread 0
Of nuclear weapons. In assessing any speelfio reglonal
arrangement we would take into account the extent t:o which
that m_Tangmnt meet8 the following criteria-

-- The nu(:le0J: free son• should be sponsored by stat_s
in _t_e area concerned;

-- It should inolude all states whose pazttolpattLon Is
deemed /roper•ant;

-- It should not dlgturb n_sgazy sec_tTlty arrangements;

-- It S,, _id provide _dequate.l.y Lvz yezif4catton of
o_mpliamoo.

In addison to theme c_i_r£a, the U.S. believes tha_
a nuoloar weapon free zone should not penni• its
1_rties to develop an indigenous nuclear explosive oap_lllty
for any purpose, poaoeful or nllitazT, sine• in o_: view
the dovoloplnt of suoh a ospablllty would not be _mnpatible
v_Lth tJ_ obJe_Lve of preventing the spread of ha•lear weapons.
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As for the inclusion of the waters of th_ Pacific within

such a zone; the U.S. could not accept th._ i._posltlon of

a speclnl legal reqlme over any _ortlon of th_ hlgh seas

or restrictions on transit and ov-.rfllqht.

As for your constituent's que._tions conceEnlng the Trident
submarine and mlmsile system, this s,;bJect falls under the
9urvIQw of the Department of :3_f-.nsa. I hav_ therefore
forwarded your co_-unicatlon to .Tr. John :,I.qauEy, Assistant
Secretary oE Jefense for L_qlslatlve Affairs, Department
of Defense, :_ashin_ton, D.C. 20301, for further reply.

I hope you will call on me if you believe we can be of
assistance.

Sincerely,

Robert J. '4cCloskey
Assistant Secretary
Eor Congressional relations

Drafted: EA/ANP: JFKnowles/MAGMichaud/IO/UNP :MWilllamson:mhs/J_ _
10/17/75: ext. 20870 _

Concurrence: EA: JCunnlngham
PM/NPO - Cmdr. Zlmmer
ACDA/IR- D. Black

IO/UNP - Mr. Oppel

H - Mr. Richardso_
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