\.‘.

ope and Japan (as well as underdeve-
uped countries in the region) are depen-
pent on seaborne imports and exports,
much of which must pass through the
vaterways dominated by the US Navy.
Despite the Pentagon-imagined spectre
bf the Soviet Navy, the latter-day ver-
ion of gunboat diplomacy implicit in
he Indian Ocean strategy seems‘not so
ubtly aimed at a.growing African’ ‘and
sian nationalism. - Hale
Defence Secretary ! Schlesmger *has .
ritten: “Making access-to American .
nd other Western markets eontmgent
bn avoidance of overtly hostile acts, by -
broviding : a .sanction, ;would "alter ‘the
way in which underdeveloped nations
berceived the environment.” -
This notion of a *‘carrot and stick™
bolicy for those nations dependent.on
the US for trade may loom larger inthe -
'uture. The US accounts for.some 50%.
bf the world’s food exports’ a]one’mot
o mention -other items. =Grven ‘the-
DPEC -inspired trend towards raw~mate- '
Fials cartels in-the Third World,/the:de- *
bendency ‘of underdeveloped nations:on’
mports and exports may- wel] be-a fac-"
tor in future. world politics. -~ ~& -1 ..
To be sure, there are many -weak
spots +in .the ‘Pentagon’s strategy.”First,
the -Pacific,
apan -to- increase . trade -and'- “inter-.
ependency’ among Southeast ‘Asian na-
,ions.ﬂGreater-Japanese autonomryin the -
ealm of .economic and ‘military affairs
ould well upset ‘the -strategic’ balance.
dditionally,, Pentagon : strategy entaﬂs
S support for military;dictatorships at -

rabia, and South Af'riea.‘--? .

Senator Mansﬁeld who mtroduced
he defeated resolution to hdlt: funds for”
iego Garcia; has asked: **Just that ére "
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By Tracy Dahlby e

Agana (Guam) If US military strategists’
had their way, plans to turn Guam and’
Micronesia into a major fallback posi-

tion in the.Pacific would now be going’
ahead full steam. But opposition from :

the: US.: Congress -and local resrdems

plus ‘the: timing of recent events.in ‘Asia,

‘have delayed taction. The planners /are'
- having to trim their-sails. - S TER

“Atithe crossroads of east-west traffrc
Guam and Micronésia now fall 'in the
“path*of a"developing north-south-axis’

between industrial giants Japan-and Taif
wan in.northeast Asia-and resource-rich’

-countries like Indonesia and Papua New ..
*" Field on-Saipan. The only :US military

Guinea to -the south. In ithe centre,
Guam is ‘only 1,500 miles from Tokyo
and ‘Manila and 2,000 miles-from:‘the"
coasts of-China and the Korean Pemn-
Sulﬂ R IGE o 7L

“*The rNixon Doctrme commits the US
- to honouringits-treaty-pledges’ to.Asian -
allies . by :: provrdmg a mucleanumbre]la
- and economic aid while they.preparetheir -
“ownrdéfences. By -moving shere; thésUS '
‘coilld-ravoid-:the political: headaches’ of
- operating:;forward bases «in *Ama skince

main :for:the -most :part friendly-and an:.
the ~US - fold -indefinitely: “Basedi:here;:’

naval.and air forces ‘could maintain Te--
gronal i security and the ‘weéw, *home
port™.would ultimately.savemmaneyfor.

the centre of the Strategrc Afr' Com-
mand’s operations for Pacific-Asia.’

Consolidation would mean.a naval
‘build-up on Guam as the 'main Asian
bases at Yokosuka (Japan) -and’':‘Subic’
" Bay (Philippines) are phased:out. Air
Force hardware now on Okinawa and at
least some of the Marine 3rd 'Division
‘would .end up here. Tinian, in the Maria-
nas, .would absorb the.overload.with:a
proposed $300 mrlhon Jomt ‘air :force
and-navy base. ;7 1.

«'Plans for-the rest of the Marianas call
only for improvements at Tanapag Har-
bour.and upgrading of runways at ‘Isley

presence currently in Micronesia is a.
largely civilian-manned ABM (anti-ballis-
tic' missile) testing range on-Kwajalien
Island in the Marshalls. ‘But 'the military
has singled out Malakal Harbour-at Ba-
‘beélthuap Island in the Palau district as a
port.and marine trdining :area. Palau:is
~only” 500 milés¥from Manila:and-two-

and-a-half ‘days isteaming ‘time‘closer‘to .

the Indidn*Oceanthan Guam #3 :'4 :4 b
T *But sour€d -by Vietnam- spendmg, the

it -is -dependent -on- Guam and -Micronesia are:likelyito-re3 <yUg Congress‘has refused- fundmg.of the

" Tiniah “base- and plans weré shelved last
December In a swing ‘through ‘Guam in
Jate’“August Charles-Wilson, “chairman

. of 'the’ ‘House Armed -Services’ Subcom-

‘mittee ~on Military “Installations, ‘said

the-US, which-spent: U5$§5 '800'm111mrr ) that *he - does not suppprt al umlatera]

lastxyear on: defence 1r

oth ‘ends of the Indran Ocean stretch-“f ;

1 > 'says Commander
ob ‘West]ake of ~the' Office of ‘Naval
3Co'mmander “for :Guam and Marianas,

'Ih_ris’ “fand’as. of ‘May:1. [after Vretnam] t}us'

'Apﬂe.rso.n ‘ﬂw Fnr ;--_ 3

ht:es :m

ur so-calied strategic. interests in- the‘... B

ndian: Ocean?” " Mansfield - suggested'j;

that the Ford. Admmlstratxon s position -

n Diego Garcia was ‘“‘an-extension of af;~,

e ih

Senate critics, .the: .DregewGaronanrssuef-»

as a symbolic test ‘of ;what will be the "

extent of US global‘commitments m,theg ]

ost-Vietnam era. .Some: obsewers«sug«-
est. that the Pentagon’s wictory.indi-

accused of retreating -into ;isolationism |
fter the- Vietnam debacle.

Whatever the rationdle; Dlego‘Garcra'
epresents a mew:“commitmeiit- ‘being
forged in the midst:-of-a- reassessmentof*#z_
US foreign pohcy This may well en- .

~reassessment was thrown into a’ tizzy.”
FHe: clmms only *$1 -millionis on:the
hooksxfor ‘mmor"repau's of the navy s
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deep-water facility of Apra Harbour on
‘Guam. But the military is likely to 2o
ahead with the development of an “in-

 stant” emerging base on Tinian with

funds from the navy construction bud-
get until a larger chunk of cash is avail-
able. S . )

Military planners have their hearts set
on controlling -Tinian’s .entire 39 sa.
miles, actively: using-two-thirds and re-

- locating the only- village on what re-.

mains. Most of the 800 residents wel-

_come the prosperity the military .pro-,
jects would bring, but are prepared to.

give up only one-third of their .-home
island. Edward Pangelinan,-chairman of
the Marianas Status Commission that is
negotiating the commonweaith -deal,
says-the -US military “is'like a spoiled:
child” -asking for more land .than it
needs..Spurréd by the scarcity of Jand in-

" Micronesia, the .residents of the Palau

district ..are - also sopposing ~military".re-
quests fori35,000; acres-on’ Babelthuap
lsland. it . ey S "",1:__':.".‘:“. N

For: now, :Westlike says, the US will’

PR

* . maintain its time-honoured policy “of.

.#denial capability” in Micronesia: “We
want to make.certain that what happen-
ed in World, War 11 [when the.Japanese
used Micronesia -to. control the western
Pacific]-doesn’t happen again.” -

~ Although plans. for military expan-
“sion .on ‘Guam and in Micronesia have
hit .a temporary road-block, the US mili--
tary is here to stay. W estlake foresees pa’

~ reduction..of.:forces .on Guam,.a ‘long-.

established stronghold. And a disgrunt}-.
ed.:Micronesian -official-of ‘the Congress
of Micronesia says: “We.don't “knoy:
when:or how much, but we do-know for,
sure that they [US military] are coming
our:way.” i Finel i § oot

THAILAND

et et

" ':.Tl'heA,US;pr‘es‘ehce: A
. subtle blend ..

s By aA*.Correspomient‘A R
Bangkok: Thai Prime Minister Kuksit
Pramoj is continuing to-push — through
domestic political .necessity tather than
demands from neighbouring communist

. countries — for a wvisible -American mili-

tary. withdrawal from his country. Yet.
there:are indications Thailand ‘will con-’

tinue 'to ‘play host-to many Americans 1S U
- «San, adjacentto Utapao and close to a

long afterthe Stars-and -Stripes has been’

“lowered in various-parts of the country.

* Originally, Kukrit . wanted the US
‘bases closed:by March'next year and all

. American military . personnel ;out ‘of

Thailand. Now, working to.an unofficial
schédule, Nakhon Phanom in the'north-
east is all but closed; Udorn in northern
Thailand should cease operations in De-
cember; Korat, in central Thailand, in

wary: and Utapao, in the south, in

ey o0k

.'99 years,. = ! .
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Utapao: Base might “go civilian

.centre for air strikes.on the Ho Chi .
‘Minh Trail during the Vietnam War, has .

outlived .its role and is thus the first base
, to go under the Kukrit.plan..(The Ubon.
‘base in eastern Thailand" was already
closing when the Prime" Minister made
‘his announcement.) - L

' "However, at Udorn the'wéfd-is that"
‘the base will not close ‘in “PDecember;:

“instead, it -will see another 18 months of
_US military life. There is-also: talk that it
~will .become a .Thai -training -base swith
“US.Air Force advisers. "’ 7% 7

" *'Ramasun Research’ Field“Station,a-

US Army listening post 12 miles outside.
Udorn, “will remain open -(Intelligence,

" QOct. 31). If there is Thai pressure.on the

US 'to close it, the officers at- Ramasun
will take off their uniforms and the base
“will become a “civilian" operation. Ap-

. -parently,-US and Thai officials bélieve
’_Ramasun,‘which -monitors North Viet- - &
namese and - Chinese:-communications,’ ‘frowns 1D the’ faces:.of Thai politicians.

- remains useful. ‘However, Ramasun does ' charged swith downgrading the US in- 1%

“ not have the same ‘status-as other Ameri-
“can installations in - Thailand, which are

formally Thai .bases,..as ‘it -was ‘Jeased

from.-the-Thai Govgrﬁment'in~-l968 for
.2 The Korat base,-according to recent
reports, will become a repair facility for
- both ‘military and civilian aircraft. Bang-
'kok has already asked the-US.to jeave
the base intact and provide the Thai

‘armed forces with equipment -and- ad-.
" visers. There is also talk of a US-spon- - James - Schlesinger’s comment that his
¢ country ‘shouldkeep a “‘residual force”
“in. Thailand. Some propose 10,000 as a.

Wa to.re . freasonable figure. However, the problem }
more than'any other base iri Thailand. It,” is ‘making -it-appear that Washington is '

sored arms industry there.

Utapao.might al_sq_?‘.,‘go--ci'w'riliani":lt is’
believed the US wants to.retdin Utapao

v’

- used to convert it into @ modern com-
" mercial port.

Of course, labour problems and
wider-ranging economic factors remain
high -on Bangkok’s list of considerations

- as the US-Thai military links are review-
-ed. According to a recent Teport by the
+Nationdl' Economic and ' Development
Board,“there :are" nearly '50,000 Thais

b

:directly- erpploye'd ‘by the US-military.

>Many more are totally dependent on the _ g

Americans for.a-living.’ In some cases,
-towns Tiear.thesbases. rely. almost exclu-

‘sively ‘on the Americans:for their econo-
‘mic health.* "1 "7 o

.~ :And- while the~US had :some .40,000
_military t-personnel in Thailand at the
height of ithe’ Indochina War against'the
approx'imately"?ﬂ0,00Q today, -the US
forces remain the secondlargest employ-
er-im Thailand (after the-Government ).

2 These -aresfigures ito -bring worried

~vélvemeént swhile :promising "the average
"“Thai*a .bgttér-deal. For other sectors of

the economy .aré distinctly ragged. The ¥

-tourist* 'industry, for .instance, -upon

_-which Thailand depends for much of its ¢ i
foreign -exchange,-has shown an alarm- ¥

ing decline since the communist take-
overs in‘neighbouring Indochina.
-, Thusanumber of iop Thai officials are

- suggesting’*that' Thailand offers a posi- i
- tive ‘response: to US Defence ‘Secretary |

_is a link between-American:bases ‘in the-:-undertaking a total withdrawal while, in

* Philippines,~Guam and -installations .in;
..'East Asia and on -the newly-acquired

: Diego Garcia island-in the Indian Ocean.
Then there:i$ the army base at Samae

" deep-watef harbour which the US Navy
¢ evidently finds-interesting — again with
Diego Garcia in' mind. The Thai Govern-

~.ment. wants to develop Samae San since
“~Bangkok harbour is toosinall and can-:

+ not be expanded easily because of silt-
" ing and other problems..So there could

“'be 'an arrangement between Washington
~-and “Bangkok whereby US Navy ships

- will be able to use Samae;San in return

-reality, -a number of: US .personnel will
remain. ¢ o T

".* Recently, the ‘Thai- Government said
all ‘US -*‘combat -forces™ -would leave$s
-Thailand ‘by:March next year. That is {§
quite different ‘than all US mi]jtary'per- t
sonnel.’ This ‘may satisfy  Thais who' are i
far from happy-to see so many foreign-3§
-.ers-in ‘théir country while, at the same}s
- time, | jpreventing - unemployment from{}y
.reaching serious proportions. The Amegl

rican -public, -apprehensive about -an
~other Southeast Asian war, has also-to
e mollified. So some “‘papering over” i
'-necessai‘»'y. It seems that is what is now;
: €. . g
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