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i-lor,orab]e. Tos],.,o ..,_._l-..:v,'............ : P.-csident _kk, _ k'_"( __\' _.t'_k _ zhicr.':,nesicn Constitutional Convention • \\
.,dipar!, Ft_clarla l<i_l'tG5 _ vP

Dear t_r. F'resident:

Y_ur Committee Oh Style,.... and A!-!'angc..r,;er_t r,ow submits its report on the
drr_f;" Corsti_utior, for the Fec_erc".e.," .Sr.etes of Xicro,, ","...._'ie'. Your
C,'..,h'mitcr.:e. has divio_-;'"_ ti_e docu,.:ent i;:_o Articles, numbe'e.o the

;;rt,ci_s, ..........a _'1 given ti'em title_. Co;:_,:it:;.c:: p.rc;.p___sals adopted by i:i_.:
¢• . . . . • ,

LC't_Vi'_iiY iC'rl )iaVf.: be-tit, C' _ " $ '_istribL,_ccl emonq T.he Ai-tlc,es, Often; individua_
p:.'.'.v;sior, s hav_.; be.en, re.arran:_:i or re]o,_at-ed. "_he ,"{r£;c_r,.'} ;.,,re
divi,.'-,..u [ r_tr" r,u,-_li:_ercct section s.

Yo_tr C.orr_n_ittee re.comr....ends i:o the Conv_.ntion that section i:itie_
_,::1- be adopte:l as pnr't: of _he C.or_stitu_:ion, ii_e official version _f

k,:r.; _ons ,. I 'cut :on wl 1! prc:-suu:ah] y be pu[-:i i sih,::,.d UII(J[:]I" L,I[I auspices of
t);,:. Congress, _ncl your Co_.]_;_iti:ee recorqn,en,ds tl_.-_._" the editor oF the

.o_l:;(:ia) v..;rsior_ be as_,igr',ed the task of giving titles to section.,.
Your Co,e:,'_i*_ee '-._] ie,/cs that if ' " v,_'_e ' " io,',- [...... tile Cor;ver_ion .... to ac'.,op_ secl_

t;t]es }e:al embitluit;es migi_t possibly be crested, Courts might
make use of the tiL]es as at, _i.:J to ir, terF_,ret_:ion in.the belief ti;at.
the titles were _:_n official inc_ication of l:i,.e Covention's il4te.nt. By
not. assiqninf.;. _ tit,oh, Li,:: L:OGve;'_LiOi'l C.F_F;&VOiO "_":_,,_...... },£.,b_,_'_i] i I_,'),'.

uv,,: _. al Style: Yo',, Committee has sr.te,_p_:-..d to render the Consti[ut:!on
in s;mole, concise En::li_h. C,-_:,u}e-" ]er.;:._l istie, and archaic _",,",_-__icns
have been el iminated v_hercver l:.t)ssible ;.,'!_.i_out changing the suhstantiv_
meaning, To achieve the s_nciest _,,_.,-'-*sho,",._est expressions, your
Corn',,_it_ee has o,_:"_e,,_ r¢.srran._._c; or subst-<ntialiy rewritten Committee
_,.,uo_,dls lib doing this he'-.,e.ver ',-cur Commit:tee hss consulted with

• ' " " , IThe Chsirman or the staff attorney of _:l_e. su:)sLani:;ve Committee to n,_Ke
certain _l_at no change in meenir, g resuiteci ,:rom such changes,

\

Your Con'r_i_tee has adcpted certain particular principles of styl,- that
we wish to call to your a_en,ion and to make part of the record of
this (:on\,en_io_:
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(i) '"'-"- "_'-,_":'"._'L_.')f2.d ......-'_gJ::_'"_' ":"re word _r'ay" is the priraary. Fnglish
word con',,cyin9 "po_...er" or "ca!-.'aclt7 _'. Yot:r Committee chose to use
tiJis word to indicate, a cleleq-utioi_ of power, and the negative "may not"
to indicate a limitation of power. Thus;

Article , See. '3. Ti,e Congress m_Z0y" prescribe the
qualifications of judges and their co',npensation.

Article , Sec . A tax ir,,po _'• suo by a state or local

cjovernn'en[ !aa,L not res[ric.t i nte,'s_ate commerce.

Your Con,mittee reselved the word "sha]]" for instances where a
commancl was intended:

Article , Sec. .4at:,onal taxes shall be imposed
uni form] y.

(2) "Is" ar.d "shall be" Because the Committee wished to reserve
,,rL..naI l" for co.mrnarlds, ;3_3d ' - -__ec_u_u _r,e use of "shall be" for simple
dec]arations is somewhat archaic, _';s" ..#as chosen for the simple
dec larat ion :

Article , Sec. I. ]'he judicial power of the national
government is vested ir, a Su,;ru,,_ Court

(rather than: "shali be vested...")

(3) Sir, aular and plural. Your Commit[ee found that simplicity
and clarity were improved if singular forms of expression were used
vzherevr;r possible rather than p]ura] forms. Thus, wherever the
Committee Proposal referred to "all citizens", "every contract", "any

law", "the states", your Cor,,rnittee used tl-,r-- indefinite article "a" ').with the singular form ("a citizen"_ '_a contract", "a law_,:_a state'

Your Committee also believes tl7at use of the singular is appropriate

because the Constitution is alwGys inter'_reted in a particular instance

and with respect to a particular question or set of facts.

(4) Comorehensive and s:_ccifi¢. Your Committee found that clarity

and brevity were inlproved by _ne use .of comprehensive e>-pressions
rather than a list of specific instances. Thus, wher, your Committee

received a proposal saying, "rights, titles, ieases, or other interests

in property ...",it: was chanqed, to "an interest in property." Ag_:in:

"Territory may be claimed, annexed, acquired or otherwise added to the
national territory " ....... , was changed to "Territory may be added _'
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(5) Pro:/ide and prescribe. rhe.r_: ace many instances thcouchout
the Cons titutic:n where Congress is authorized to "provide by )avs" For
various things. In some instances it seemed clear to your Cor,_mittee
tl,,:+t the intention was that Conc;ress shot.+]d enact a statute. In
otl_er instances a broader grant of pewee was intended anti Cc,ngress
could delegate the po,.ver to an administrative afiency created by it... or
assign the per, or to the executive brc.nch. To distinguisi_ these two,
your Committee used the pi_rase '_prescribe by statute 'm v;h+:re a statute
was intended, and the phrase. "provide by law" when a broader po-ver
was intended, In some irlsta;lces your Committee used a shorthand
mei:hod, using "prescribe '_ to indicate that a statute was intended, and
"provide" for the broader grant:

Article , Sac. 5. The Col'l.qcef-;S may prescribe the
ftualifications of judges and their compensation.

Article- , Sac. 1 ..... Congress shall ._?I_e.s_c_rlb__.a
minimun_ period of ]ocal residence and provi,!e, for voter
registration, disqua]ificahion for conviction of crime',
and disquaiificatic, n for n.entai incom..petence or insar, ity.

*-'_ was U._ud_ because noIn two or three instances l:i_e word L+esL+_+l.1 ish" +-'

othe.r word :,;ou_d be suitab]e in the context. Your Committee intended,
II " I."ho:.,ever, that"estab] ish 'm shou]d have the s,_ma meaning as provide'

Your Committee on Style and Arrangement herewith submits to you a complete
dr_ft of the Constitutior, of the Federated States of /_icronesia v_l-,ich in-

corporates the provisions of a]] Committee Proposals adopted by the Convention,
as amended, and recommends its adopt on.

Respcctft!lly submitted,

_/ .. ) ..

," :'":L" +'" " ..... "

_ans Wiiiander;--3-hairman Y"_--_- Isaac Lanwi, Vice Chairman
+..... , // J'/ .,']

>.+-.../,.J. "", ! + /+." ",.. ," C; ,"
.:.>:-;.TJ+:_y,+_-+_-, \ ,'_;++ _-:,:.......>,,

L _, .'..... e +'.." .' r" _+e... ". -" " t : ..
'" i /-/ffo_'+.T'_:_.onTor i D ionq • --;+
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,,- .........
Oiyrnplo-f. Sorja Iskia Sony
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" OUTLINE OF CONSTITUTION

Preamble

Article I T__Tfjjro_vof _:icronesia

Section I. national boundaries

Section 2. state boundaries

Section 3. addition_of new territories

Section 4. admission of new states

Article II Supremac X

Section i. supremacy

Article III Citize_shi_

Secuion i. prior Trust Territory citizenship
Section 2. born of one or more citizen parents

Section 3. dual citizenship
Section 4. U.S. nationals under Covenant

Scction 5. persons in non-ratifying districts
Section 6. retroactive effect

Article IV Declaration offsets

Section i, expression, assembly, association , petition
Section 2. religion

Section 3. due process_ equal protection
Section 4. discr iminition

Section 5. privacy, search and seizure

Section 6. defendant's rizhts

Section 7. doubis jeopardy

Section 8. excessive bail, crueland unusual, habeas corpus

Section 9. capital punishment

Section i0. slavery
Section ii. bills of attainder

Section 12. freedom of movement

Section 13. imprisonment for debt

Article V Traditional Ri_!t!

Section I. constitution does not diminish

Section 2. traditions protected by law

Section 3. chamber of chiefs - national; state constitutions

ArtJcie VI Suffrage

Section i. suffraze in national elections

• ._ _



Article VII Levels of Gover_,mcnt

Section i. national, state, local
Section 2. state's democratic constitution

Article VIii r' ....J:O_.,eJ._ of Government

\

Section i. express delegation to central

Section 2. reserved powers to state

Section 3. no state tax restricting interstate commerce

Article IX 7_._.sl.arive

Section i. power vested in Congress

Section 2. enumeration of express powers

Section 3. concurrent powers with stanes

Section 4. treaty ratification
Section 5. domestic revenue distribution

Section 6. ocean mineral resource distribution

Section 7. impe_ chme1:t

Section 8. composition

Section 9. eligibility

Section i0. reapportion:nent i

Section ii. state uraoitional leader option

Section 12. vacancy

Section ].3. restrictions on Congressmen

Section ].4, compensation

Section 15. immur;ity

Section 16, regular, public sessions

Section 17. procedure

Section 18. quorum

Section ]9. journal - English language

Section 20. 2 readings for bill passage - 2/3 state vote

Section 21. enactment requirements and amendment

Section 22. President's approval and veto procedure

Article X Executive

Section i. power vested in President - 4 year term

Section 2. e>:press delegation to President

Section 3. head of state{ re,port_ other duties

Section 4. qualifications for office
Section t: Vice-President

Section 6. vacancy, succession

Sec tion 7. compensation

Section S. departments
.; . . ,

Section 9. emergency po_,,er

Article XI Judicial

Sectiol] i. power vested in Supreme and inferior courts

,_ect:_.on 2. co__po_ition of Supren_e Court: 15J[04
SectJoz 3 me;.:',_od of apnn"_-:r: ......:t• " • r ............ - o.

J



Section 4. vacanci,_s - succession

Section 5. quaiific_.:l:ionsand compensation

gection 6. ju_'isdiction

Section 7. appellate division of Supreme Court ,._
Section 8. certification of substantial questions :
Section 9. adi,_inist_'at:[onand rules

Section 10. fin_nci:_i and other assistance to states

Section Ii. judicial guidance

Article XiI Finance

Section i. general, special and the foreign assistance fund

Section 2. anc,uai budget and process - item veto - priority
Section 3. Public Auditor

Article XilI General Provisions

Section i. education, health care, and legal servicas
Section 2. "r_a_m_ua.... substances

Section 3. upholding of unity
Section 4. nonaiienation of land

S_ction 5. indefinite !a_nd use ag_-eements - reuegotiation

Section 6. renegotiation with USA
Section 7. oath of office

Article XIV Amendments
l

Section i. amend_e.nt.procadu_e . ......... ' :'

Section 2. 10-year referendum on constitutional convention

Article XV Transition

Section i. continuation in effect of statutes, etc.

Section 2. TT rights and oblightious assumed by FSM

Section 3. property interests transferred to FSM

Section 4. continuation of local governments during transition

Section 5. smooth and orderly transition by Congress

Section 6. first congT_essionai election
. o

Article XVI Effective Date

Section i. not _f,ore than 1 yea_" after ratification - proviso
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CO_STITUTIOf; 0_:"....'" FL:)ERAT.UD f;'.F'_'

WE, "fIIE PEOPL)_ OF YlCIIONI_SiA, exezcising our inherent

.';evoreignty, do herL:by establish this Constitution of the Federated

States of Micz'onesia.

With this Cor,stitution, we affirm our common wish to

live t6gether in pe_ce and ha_.'mony, t_ preserve the heritage

of the p_:st, and to protect the promise of the futuce.

'fo make one nation of many islands_ -,e respc, ct the

diversity of our cultures. Our diffek'ences enrich us. T!_e

aeas b):ing us togeti_er, they do not separate us. Our islands

..,u.:tain us, our isl_nd nation enlarges us and ::,a]-e.sus ):on r.

Our ancestors, _ho made their l',omes on. these island;.;,

dJspiace8 no other people. We, who remain, _rish no other

home than this. Having hnown v:ar, we hope for peace. Having

been divided, we wish unity. }lavil)g been ruled, we seek

f re edo m.

i'ficron(.sia began in the days when :nan e×p].ored seas in

rafts and canoes. The Microne,sian nation is bo_.-n in an a,:_e

_,hen _,-,envoy_:ge among stars; our wo'cld itself .i,san island.I. _,'e.

extend to all nations what we seek from each: peace, fri(:ndshig_



cc.ol-,c<atic, n, _;nd .lvve -i._-_o;<_: .:,.:,_:mo:,'{ hu_lant!.ty, l.l.-i.th this

Const.;.tution w,z_ _.:,hohave bcc,t_ the _.a_:ds of other nations, b_:co;,*_e

the pro_:d zuardian of our o',J::_.sl_,n._s, now and. forever.
°':°'"-.

AF,TICLE 1

_J.....J__u_,kOF NICRONESIA

Section !, The i:ei:rito-cy of the Fc.cie.rated States of Nicron¢_.sia is

com])TjSed of. the ]]istl:icts of the _'" .... " " "-,.J_e_o_e:-_.La_Jarchipelago <hat r},r_['¢

Lw_.o ConstJ.tuLiov_. Unless J..,_m.---''"_(-a'by ir_ternationa], treaty oLli;;at_.o_s

assumec] by the. ]."cder.ated States of l_icro_.es_a, or [',yitu ov:n act, the

_.;at.,.:rr-.cun.-;ecgJ.n}/the islands of tile a:cchipe]_a/;o are internal waters

resardless of dimens:ions, e.1_<ljurisdLction extends to a marine space of

200 mi].es m.easm;cd outward from appropri-ate baselines, the seabrd, sub,so._'"_..

water columr_, insu!a--r or continental sbaives, airspace over land ,-',nd

water, and any other te_ritory or waters belonging to Nicronesia by

hi[:rcric rJoh_ , c_:.:tom, or ].o}_al tit].e,

Se:ck:[.c,n2, Each state is comprised of the islands of each Disi_J.ct

as defined by laws .in effe.ct in:_._ed.ioze!yprior to the _ -"....

of this Constftution. A marfue bounda_.y between a.dja.cent states is

dete?.mlne_ By ±a_¢, applyin Z _h_ principle of equidistance • Stal'e

bmmdaries m_y be changed by Cong_'ess with the consei_.'tof the stat,_

leg%slatures involved.,

i
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S('c'c:;on..,_. Territory p,my be ,_udeo t(; the Fe.derated SL,IL_.Soi

}_icro1_<:siaupo_ approval of Congrc.'_'s_and by vote of the inhabitants

of the arc:a, if any, ai)d by vote of the people of the Fedel,._ted States

of Micronesia. if the territory is to become part of an existing

stace, approval of the state ].egis]ature is required.

S.__e_-cj-:i_.i_.rL.l:L.Eew staves may be formed .and adln._tte.d by la_¢, subject

to ti;e same rights, dut:ies, and obligations as provided for in this

Constitution.

A_P_TiCLE II

[',UPI{E}_ACY

Se,stion i. This Constitution is the expression of the g:overeignty

of the.people. _nd Js the supreme ].av'.'of the Federated State.q of

r • (2...h_.crone_J.a, An acc of [:h,aGoverr,mer_t in conflfLct with this Con.qtituticn

• "_ O -is invalid to tn.. extent of conflict.
]

ARTT.CLE iii

C:[T]:FEi,._SI{IP

Section i. A croon who is a citizen of the Trust ......"" of............... p _ .. ,¢',.:t .L_:ol.'y

the Pacific Is).ands immcdiate.l.y prior to the effective de,te of this

Constitution ,.,noa don,.ici].iaT:yof a District ratifying this ConstitutJ.o_l

is a ,citizen anG nationa'],of t;-,eFederated States of }iicronesia,

Section 2 A --,ersot_born of parents one or both of vhom are cit:izens

of the Federat_-d States of }.._,__o,,es._is a ci zen and national of the

Federated States by birth.

Se.ctJ.Oi_3. A " "_",,c.,.t_z._nof the 1'ederat,:edStates of Hicronesia who

is rccogr,i_ed as a citizen of anOthc_T nation simll, within

 -5-m9



3 yc, of _"_ i_.th b "" ";':'"'_,,__...... irth.;<,j, o," \......... _.,. 3 yc._.'s of the effective dote

of this Co_stitutio_i_, wl_ichc,.v_-'ris later, :cegis<er his jnr,.-_t to re:re:in

<_ ci_:iz_._nof the F;:_lerat,-.:dS .....ues ano. renotu,ce h.L,:,c:itizc:n:;hi])of ano_ ,er

nation. ]if he foJ!s to comply _iLJ_ this Section, he becomes a national

of th'_"]:edc,._TatedStates of _]icro__esia.

S,".etJo::4. A citizen of the T_-ust T4_rxJ..to_;yof the Pacifir. ]_s].c.nds

who beco,_,.{sa n,_{tiona], of the Uni _..,._State.s of _merica 1.,_;d,_rthe fezms of

the' Coven[m..t to E;{tab].J.s]..a. Common.,_,.-ith"-,_ of the _,..;u_.......um.._.n_"_:_,rl_,_._^"--n Is] [{nds.

may become a citizen alld n;_tiona], of the ]?ede'_¢ated States of Nic:.:onnsia

, . • .._.f _,.o .

by ;_pply:[_,g to a court of compene1_.t 3ur_.._zon in the Fe(_erated States

within 6 monI:bs of the date he became': a Unlte4 States national.

SectJ.cn 5. A do_t,ici].ia_-y of L_ District not ratifying this

Co_stitution _.,Q_owas a citizen), of C_;z Trust Te_:ritory of the Pncifie

Islaqds immedimte].y p_-ior to the effective date of {:his C(m.stitution,

may.become a citi_;en and national of the Fed¢-;)._atedStates of E',ieronesia

t,y app!y:l_<], to a co+t_._ of com,petenc jurisdiction in the Federated

c _ ,'!hisConstitution orStates w/t]_/_ 6 months after the effective d_._e ;._

. w,_zc._,.:. ;er later._._ithJ{t6 mon[]IS after his i8th bi):tb.dav, _" .'_, "' is

Yh-., Article may be api_iicd ......... -g_;ctio,l 6. ' '"_ . ze_o_,.ct..veiy=

AItTICLE IV

D_,CLf_A_.±O_ OF RIGHTS

" . _ ,., _ ._.0 _.,Sacl::'o_", 5. No law may deny or ±mpa3.r _:___ee_om of e×p_: "_" _ ':

peaee.,'_bie assembly, association, or petition.

SactJ.on 2. No law rosy be passed respecting an establishment



c,_. Jc.] ,.,_" ;v,p.,.!},ing t],e fk'(.e a:.'c_'cise of r(,.l:i.;:;ioJt,

e'"ceo{ .... qg :_:;:-:!st:ance nay b<., r.,rov,<_eu to pa=oc.h_al sc. ao,')ls

fog _IO):-i'e].:',,i(,u.,,_ p,Jr_)OSC_,

,<oc.i.ion 3. A per_-'on ",;_,_.ynot be depr:;.ved of i:[fe, lil,,erty_

o'v prop,?l:ty w.[thout due ]],recess of ].aw, or be denied Elre

equ;_l p_.:oI:ection of the .].riws.

Secl:;i.ca /_. ]_qua]. protection of t;le ].,'{w:;may not be

. f

dcpicd o'_ impai::ed on nccot;;_t of so;:, race, ancestry_ national

origin, ].an_,,.agc o_" sac. i/l]. qE&tuS

.S.o_..c-A:,=c2.).i._5.. T]_c right o_: the peol:le to be secure in their

p-srsons, ]louse:;, papers, a_ad othe_" possessior_5 against unre_|so;,-

able search, sei;:uze.,or i,_\.-,'_sion of p_:i\,ac:y may uot be

_'io].ated /, _;n.'_ ;'ant .a,:y >or 3.ssoe except on pro. _;,.,.e c,'._use.,

supported by affidaviu particularly describin.,,., che place to,

be. s-:,._'a:ch_:,i and ti_e persons or _hinzs to be ,';eiz,'?d.

S{,ction 6 n,} - r. "'o.p, . " '..- ............. • ,,lu de.tel]v_ t ip. a c]:il;ii_lgtl c_..se ha,_ a l'ignt

re a c.p,a<:Jy public trial, t.o be infor;aed of ¢i_e nature of ,_hc

g;ccusatJ.on, to have counsel for hi.,; defense, to be confronted
l

with tr:e _itnesses against hira, and to compel attendance of

witnesses in his bel-alf.

Sectio:: 7. A person ms.), not be compelled to give evidence

that may l)e used against i_.im in a criminal case, or be .twice

pu_ in jeopardy for the same. off,?nse.

ScoLlop: 8. Excessive bail may not be requiz'ed, excessive

•o,,r,.....ts inf].icted. Thefines i:?_pose.d, or cruel and unusual pun_ ......_""



• r

" . _,rit of habeas corpus may' not be suspended unless required

for public safety in cases of rebellion or invasion.

Section 9. Capital punishment is prohibited. :

........-................ Section !0, Slavery and involuntary servitude are pro-

hibited except to punish crime•
e

Section i!. A bill_ of attainder or ex post facto law

may not be passed.
" ••3 .... '.

Section 12. A citizen of the Federated Sta{es of _licronesia may

travel' and migrate Wii_in the Federated States.

B

Section ].3. imprisonment for debt is prohibited_

ARTICLE V

TRADITIONAL RIGHTS

Section I. Nothing in this Constitution takes away a

role or function of a traditional leader as recognized by

custom and tradition, or prevents a traditions] leader from

being recognized, honored, and given formal or functional roles

at any level of government as may be prescribed by Shis

Constitution or by :I_ -_':'_.4_':4e-, :

Micronesia may
Section 2 The traditions of the peopT._ of the Fe(.e:a_e8 States of j

be protected by statute. If challenged as violative of

Article IV, protection of Mieronesian tradition shall be

considered a compelling social purpose warranting such govern-

mental action.

' 1511



Section 3. The Congress may establish, when needed, a

Chamber of Chiefs consisting of traditional leaders from each

state having such leaders, and of elected representatives from

states having no traditional leaders. The constitution of a

state having traditional leaders may provide for an active,

functional role for them.

_RTICLE VI

SUFFRAGE

Section i. A citizen 18 years of age may vote in national

elections. The Congress shall prescribe a minimum period of

local residence and provide for voter registration, disqualification

for conviction of crime, and disqualification for mental

incompetence or insanity. Voting shall be secret.

I

/
/

/
/

/
z

/
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AIITI CLE VI'I

_,

LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT
• _:icronesia are natio

Section i. The three levels of +goyernment in.the _+:edcrated,_+,_c_+o

state,and local. A state is not req'u_zed to

establish _ new local government where +none exists on the
+

effective date of this Constitution.

Section 2. A state shall hay& a democratic constitutio

-, +j_ ..... i

•. ,. ARTICLE VIII

POWERS OF GOVERNMENT

Section • I. A po_,er expressly delegated to t1_e nation, a!

government, or a power of such an indisputably national

character as to be beyond the po_,,er_ of a state to control_ is

a national power.

Section 2. A power not expressly delegated to the national

government or prohibited to the states is a state power.

Section 3. State and local governments are prohibited

from imposing taxes which restrict interstate commerce.

I
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AP,TI CI.E IX

LEG 1SLATIVE

%

Section 1. The legislative power of the national sovernment".i:_..

,,ested in the Congress of the Federated States of l licronesia.

Section 2. The following powers are expressly delegated to Congress:

• (a) to provide for the national defense;

°(b) to ratify treaties; '

(c) to regulate immi.gration, emigration, naturalization_ and

c i t i zenshi,);
(d) to impose taxes, dutie.s, and tariffs based on imports;

(e) to impose taxes on income;

(f) to issue and regulate currency;

(g) to regulate banking, foreign and i'nterstate commerce,

insurance, the issuance and us,z of commercial pa,per and

securities, bankruptcy and insolvency, and patents and

_opyrig _-_

(h) to regulate navigation and shipping except within lagoons,

]akes and rivers;

(i) to establish usury limits on major loans;

(j) to provide for a national postal system; .

(k) to acquire and govern new territory;

(1) to govern the area set asidG; as the national capital;

(m) to regulate the ownership, exp_orat.ion, and exploitation of

natural resou;'ces within the marine space .of.the.Federated Sta_es

Of Micronesia beyond 12 miles from island baselines_

(n) to estab]ish ,_nd regulate a n_tiona] public service system;

1 114

. _ • .%



(o) to ilr,peach and re;_tov_the Presidant, Vice-P_-esident, and justices

of _,_.. Supreme Com.'t;

(i7) to define _;_.ajo]-crimes and prescribe penal_ies, having due ref,ard

for local custom and tradition; and

(q) to override a Presidcr,tial veto by not less than a 3/4 vote of all

"" the state delegations, each dele_[ation casting one vote.

Section 3. The following powers may be exercised eoncurrc'.ntlyby Congress

and the states:

(a) to appropriate public °funds;

(b) to borrow money,en the public c_e_1_;-"-"_

(c) to promote education and health; and

(d) to establish systems of social security and public welfare,

Section 4. A treaty is ratified by vote of 2/3 of the me,_.,:,ers.
\ Federated States of

of Congress, except 1:hata treaty dele$atJng major powers of govermnent of the /

_icronOsia to another government shall also require majority approval by the

legislatures of 2/3 of the states.

Section S, National taxes shall be imposed uniformly. Not less than

50% of the revenues shall be paid into the treasury of the state where collected.

Section 6. Netrevenue derived from ocean floor mineral resources exploited

ur,der Section 2 (m) shall be divided equally between the national gove_llment

and the appropriate state government,

Section 7. "[i_ePresident, Vice-President, or a justice of the Supreme

Court may be removed from offic_ for treason, bribery, or conduct involving

corruption-in office by a 2/3 vote of the member_ of Congress. l','henthe

President or Vice-President is removed, the Supreme Court shall review the

decision, l;_,ena _iusticeof "d_eSupreme Court.is renoved, tLe decision shall

be reviewed by a special tribunal col._posedof one state court judge from each



state appointed by tilestate chief executive. The special tribunal shall meet
o

at the call of ti_ePresident.

o_s of one member elected at laf'g_,from eachSection 8. The Congress consi_

state on _he basis of state equality, and additional members elected from

congressional districts in each state apportioned by population. Members

elected on the basis of state equality serve for a 4-year term, and all

other members for 2 years. Each member has one vote, except on the final



t

°
I

r

• StatutO.

re.adin 9 of bills. Cor,gressioh,_! e!ec.tions are I.e;d biennially _-:s provic',e.d by /

Section 9. & per:o,: is inc:] igib]e to qe a ,member Of Congress unless

he is at least. 30 years of age on the day of eiection and has been a

citizen of _h_ Federated States of Hicror.esia for at least 15 years, and

a resident of the state fro;:whidh h_ is elected for e.t ie.ast 5 years.

A person convJctcd of a felony by e stete or. na_ional oovernment court

is. ir, ci ;gible, to be a m;,.,_r of Congress, The Congress may mou-'"=.L_ythis

provision or preseril_ additional quaiificatior_s; kr,o;vledge of the

Enq] ish iangusge [nay not be a qual ification.

Sect ion I0. .At.least every 10 years Congress shall reapp:._ktion i_.self.

J[-od15_tstateis ,-:.-,titledto at !east one n,en_ber of Congress on ti_e basis

oF popuia_ion., in additiop to _"-L,,¢n:embe'.relected e;t iarge. A state

sl,ail _pportion itself by 1_:w into single n_ember conoresslor:al districts.

Each district shali be approximately equ_1 in pop_,lation afte_ giving

.due resard to ]anguege, cuitural, and eeoqraphic differencet..

Scction !1. A state may provide that one of its seats is set aside
•. ;2-yaar term, in aieu o£

for a c_a_±t_c.al leade-_ :_ho shall be chosen as provided by statute for a/

one representative elected on the basis of population. The number of

congressional districts shali be reduced and rcap?or._ioned accordingly.

Sec.tior_ 12, A vacancy in Congress. is filled for the une>:pired

term. In the absence of provision by law, an unexpired tern; is filled

by special eiection, except that an unexpired term of less than one year

is filled by appointment by the state chief executive.

Section 13. A member of Congress may not i',cldanother public office

.... _C_L .. ,3 .!_or e%_lo'/rr, ent. "urint; the term for v:,hic _, !.;o is c] .... _,4. rid three ye_;rs _.._._L1¢

... _ r-," " " a public office:[her:zaft.er, a _.e._err>_y L,e electrd or enpo_n cd to

or errp]o,/_.'er, t creatP.d t:y r:.?,":io:.,;,_ 5ts1ut.c ,_4ur_P._ his term. f-_ember v-ay



• • , • • • r
nat :r!_a,l-iein any _,ctiv_".y v.i_c_, co;,f_, cts :v_th ",:hep.,"or._r,....d:screr(i.,of

his duties. fl,e Congruss i.;c>' pro_sliL-_ fu,t'er restrictions.

_s.t£!:2tz-_l ,.._...... __:::_s r',_' prescribe an ann_& _ salary and ailowances

for n,em_,.'s. An inc.,c,:,_;e of solar/ may not appiy to the Congress enacting

it.

Section 35. A mer..Ler of Congress ;s privileged from arrest during
,,,±le

his atrei;ucnce at Congress and / .qoir_ to and from s_ssions, except for

treason, re]or, y, or b'cach of the peace. A n'ernLer answers-only to Congress

for his statcmu'-'s.... in. CorJgress

Section 16. T,e. Congress shaii me.at in regular, public session as
st c_£trte.

i)!escri[_ed I%, / A special session L'_--.,ybe convened at. the call of the President

th.'._ t-eoerated' Sta'_c::_- of _licronesia, or by the pres;ding, officer or, the

wri_*.n request of 2/3 of "'_ _-_"_-."__. _l_. ,t._-.ir..rs.

Sect;on 17. (a) The Con.14,ess shall be the sole judge of the elect;ons

_ificatior, s of its members, tony discipline a r.:e,mber, c,rd, by 2/3 vote,an'd qua,

[noy suspend or e×pel a member.

(b) TLe Congress may determine its own rules of

procc,_ure and choose a presld_rg officer from an_or:9 its members.

(c) The Congress may compel the attendance and testir.'eny

of witnesses and the production of docu,-..ents or othe;- matters before Congress

or any of its committces.

Section 18. A majority of the meb,,bers is a quorum, but a smaller

number may adjourn from day-to-dey and cor,;[_,e].the attendance of absent

S_ction 19. 3"he Cor,ares_ _ s,,="-ll hr-ep and publish a journ31 of its

proceedings. A roll cali vote entered cn tl:e journal shall be tal.en at

• . , ! _ ° •

ti;e request of l/._ of t['e ,:.a,-.ners pr_ssnt. L_gis_ative proceed_r, gs s.h__!l



t

be. ¢_,r,c.l, -d in t.ha Encjllsh ianL,.u,,gc. /' r,_Pr,fi;er r.!ay use his own langua,.ic

if not fluent in Enuiisl_, .... .•:,l,u Congress sl,all provide tra]_slation

S¢:ct:ic,n 20. ]o becc:rr,e la',,', a bill must pass two readings on separate.

days, 1"o pass first reading a 2/3 vet(: of ail me.tubers i,._.rc:quire,J• On

' ' 2 "_firla] reading eacil state d_icgation shali cast one vote and a /) vote

qf all the deteoatior, s is r(_..q',ire(l. All votes sha]l be entered on 1:ne

journal •

Sectioh 21, (a) ]" __e C C' I I _ [I _ " (_ S S r.,ay _,ake no ]_w except by slatu_:e, end

may enact no ._tatute except by bill. The enacting clP.use of a bill is:

liar" •C;_I'_I_i_ESSOF "(i-iF F_.u.RA, cD ST/fi'ES OF 141CRONE*.;tA t,u_ I'1" Ef.!.A.C'rE[)l;'; "I'HE "r_ ..... Y"

A bill may emhrcc(; but one s_:bject expressed in _ts title• A provision

outside the sL:bject expressed in the title is re'o,

(b) A 1,-_;','n_ay no;: l)e a_,ended or reviscd by referencei

to its title on];'. The law as r,.'.vised or section as ai_ended shall be

publisl_ed and re-enacted at full lengt;_. •
". !

Sc:':t ion 22. A bl l ] passed by Congress sl:_l ] be presented to

tl_e P,-eside_t for approval. I-. he (li__a.pprow.s of tl_e bi]), he sh_:-11

return it with his obiections_ to Conqresq... within 10 oa'_',s. I f Congress.

has 10 or less days remaining in its session, or has adjourned_ he shall "

return the bill within 30 days after presentation. If the President does

not return a [/i11 within the appropriate period, it becomes law as if a_)prowe?

ARTICLE X,

EXECUT I VE

Section 1. The executive po_'er of the natlona] 9overnr;_ent is vested

in the Presidant cf the Federated States. of Hicronesia,. He is elected b,-_..4_-_E[.._jILJfL;_

Cot;gross for _ ter,n of four years by _, m-Liority•vote of all the r, er,_bers.

,-'- for ;,,ore _,:.-._, 2 co,qsccut[va ter_,s.
l{£ F::i'I n._._ S,a,""O f



+_';e,.<_.:?. "]]_efo!]o_.,,ingp,..m'crsare expressly o_,_e_ate8 to the ire:;t_,_,;_.

(a] to fait]',f;ll].?:.':..c',:o.'_.._.' ar,d im])].ement the provisions o_ this

Constitu_ion and :tl] nL_tio;:al laws;

(b) to rec(;jvc;nil. ombn.SqL_dOrs 2nd to conduct forei2.n af_-_airsand the

P,atiena] defense j.n accordance :;ith n_'+tional law;

(c) • to gr_,.nt .pardons and rel_ric:vc.s,except that the chief executive

o_? each si:,q.teshall have d)i.s power concurrently with respect to

S La_.t.persons convicted under ..... ].m,; and

(d) vith tlie advice and ¢.onsen_ of Congress, t.o appoint ambossack,rs;

. ,.,o other courts prescribed byall jUd2es'of the S_:]?_'emeCourt o-' . .

statute; the principal officers of executive departments Ju the

national government; and such .other officers as may b_ provided

for by statute ,,,,., as.,ac, o_s .....o/vz,zcers ser_e at t]_,e pleasure

of the President.

Sect Jon 3. "Jhe President :

r_oerat.ed States of ,'4i '-_-"(a) is head of state cf the _ .... " . . crom .......

(b) may make recomr;;endations to Congress, and shall make an [_[:nu¢_.]

report to Congress on the state of the nation; and

(c] _-._ ....+'._....._!_ ,-h+t_a<a_ may be _)rovided by statut,e.

Section _., A pe3.'son is ineligible to t,e.come President unless he is a member oi:

Congress. for a four year term, a cit_.z,<n of _n_ Federated States el-" ?;icronesia

by birth, and a resident of the Federated States of Nicronesia for at least

15 )'ears.

o" ) ° _ ,

Section 5. After the election of. the Preside:-t, the V_ce-_res_uenz is

' _ the qualificatJo:_s, andelected in the same manner as the Presi,J¢.nt, ha.., same

se_%,es for the same term of office. !ie may not be a residen_ of the same state.

Afro:.:the election of the. President a;_d .%IreVice-President, vacancies in Co]_gress

 SIZO
s]_a_ be dec]t_l'eo.

c.-.-,-_.,_ _ ",']: i'}',q r,4%'4ra _f the ?TeSiIrJe_lt is ':acsF_t_ OF t]:e [-'resident



:i: v,,al,3.e i:o i,crl-oJm_ i;±.s duu:Lc.-.., Lhc Vic:e-Prr:sidc:n_ become,.; _'_e:;Sdar.,t.

The. Co_._,;,resssh._il _rovide b,_ sfiatuce fo_" the succession in tim eve.nt• L ;

bOtb _"" ""• o~r-_cc'o&re-'.%'_:cc_l_oJ: e:i.t]]e_:or both ,=r.. .o_zce_s are unable to d:;.schar,se

thei ]: J,,; i:ic..s.

S,.:,ction7, The compen._;atlol",of the P.cesidm-Jt_ Vir;e:-Pt'esidai_.trr,.-:y

not b,_ ","....." ' _o]._ _;oz._<,.e_,',ac, or reduced during his te._-m. They may "" _ other

office a,'_dmay receive no other compensation from the Federated S_ate:; of

}_,].c_.o;]es:Laof" fro:l]L'.$t_,te.

............Section. 8, F.:,:ecutivc: dep;_L-_h'ents sh;-:].i be establ:Lsl-_cd by ...o"_;'_...t,te'-,

S,_-c'::i.e:_ 9. a) if requized to preser,ee public peace, h_-a].th, or"

safety, ata time of extreme c:_:crgcncy caused by civil c,.l.s"Curbap.ce

n_a,.u_,._± disastc.r, or i_,,meoiate th_-e.-:t of war, or insurrect.ion, t,-,e

• , __ •

Pres_aen_ may dec].n.re a s_at_, of e.rrergency and issue appropriate decrees,

b) A civil right may be impaired on].y to the e:<tent

actual].y requi_.'ed for the preservation of peace, health, or safety. A

declaration of emergency may _mt _mpair the power of I:he " -'-" " k'-. J Ii_t._ (l. la _ _ e ], c f.' :., t

that the de_'].aration shal], be free g.,tom judicial interference for 30 days

aftec it is first issue.d.

c) Within 30 days afte.'cthe declmration of eme_-gency,

ot_.o , c_:onesia shall c6nvene at theCo,.o_,:s._ of the Federated "..... _ of _li

call of its pre..sidi',',g officer o_: the President to consider revoea¢;.on,

amendment, or extension of t]-e dec] <ration. Unless it: e>:pi_-esby its own

tea:ms, is revoked, or e×teaded, a declaration of emergency is effcctive

for 30 days.

ISIZI



A_Crl CLE Xi'

JUDICIAL

Section 1. The juc;icial powc:;" ot the ;_itiol_al uovernme.r_t is vested i1_

a Supreme Court and inferior courLs estabi ished by statute,

Section 2. The Supre_,e Court is a court of record and the highest

court in the nation. It con._ists of a Chief Justice and not more. than

5 associate justices. Each justice is _,, member of both the trial divlsior_

and the appel'at(-: div';sion, except that sessions of the trial rlivision n'_,y

be held by one justice. No justice may sit with the appellate

division iri a case heard by him in the tKial division. At least 3 justices

sh_li he_,r and decide appeals. DL'cisioi: is by a majority of those si_tir, 9.

Section 3. The Chief Justice and associat e justices of the Suprer,,e

Court are appointed by the Piasident with {he epprovaI of 2/3 of

Congress. Justices serve during good behavior.

_ 4._e.tioH if the Chief Justice Js unable to perform his duties he

sh._]i appoint an associate justice to ;)ct in his stead. If the off;ca is

vacant, or the Chief Justice fails to make the appointment, the Presidef_t

shall _,ppoint an associate justice to act as Chief Justice until 'the V-_c_;ncy

is filled or the Chief Justice resumes his duties.

Section 5. Tiie quali.fi.catlons and coml)ensat:ion of justices c.,r_,8othe_- ju_,e.s,
statute.

__y be p_.'esc_:_.bed by / Compensation of judges may not be diminished during

their terms of office unless el] salaries prescribed by sta.tute are

reduced by a uniform percentage,

Scction 6. (a) The trial division of the Suprer,_e Court has original
15_1L2

and. exclusive jQrisdiction in cases affecting officials of foreign

government_, disputes betv:een states, admiralty or maritime cases, and i_,



ca_es in"which tile national government is a par'ty except where an interest "

in land is at issue.

(b) Tile national courts, including the trial division

of the Supreme Court, have concurrent original jurisdiction in cas_s--:arising

ur,der this Constitution; national law or treaties; and in disputes bet_een

a state and a citizen of another state, between citizens of different

sta_es, and between a state or a citizen thereof, and a foreign state,

citizen, or subject.

(c) When jurisdiction is concurrent, tile proper court

may be prescribed by statute.

Section 7; lhe appellate division of'the Supreme Court may review

cases heard in the national courts, and c;Jses heard in state or local courts

if they require interpretation of this Constitution, national law, or a
appellate division of the

traa_ty. If a state constitution permits, the/Supreme Court may review other

cases on appeal from the highest state court in which a decision may be had.

Section 8. When a case in a state or local court involves a substantial

question requiring the interpretation of the Constitution, national law, or

a treaty, on agpiicatlon of a party or on its o_vn motion the court si_ali
appellate division ol the

certify the question to the appellate division of the Supreme Court. The

Supreme Court may decide the case or remand it for further proceedings•

Section 9. The Chief Justice is the chief administrator of the national

judicial system and may appoint an administrative officer who is exempt

from civil service. The Chief Justice shall make and publish and may an,end

rules governing r,ational courts, and by rule may:

(a) divide the inferior national courts and the trial

of the Supreme Court
division/into geographical or functional divisions;

(b) assign .judges among the rjivision_ of a court and giye



special assignments to retired Supreme Court justices and judges of state

and other courts;

(c) establish rules of procedure and evidence;

(d) govern the transfer of cases between state and

nat ional courtt_;

(e) govern the admission to practice and discipline of

attorneys and the retirement of judges; and

(f) otherwise provide for the administration of t,he

nat ional judiciary.

Judicial rules may be amended by statute :

Section IO.A Congress shall contribute to the financial support of

state judicial systems and may provide other assistance.

SectJon ].]. Court.decisions shall"be consisteht with

this Constitution, _icronesian customs and traditions, and the social

•and geographical configuration of Micronesia.



A,_TiCLE XII

F iNANCE

Section I. (a) Public money raise4 or received by the national

government shall be deposited in a General Fund or. special funds within

the National Treasury. t',oneymay not be withdrawn from the General

Fund or special funds except by law.

(b) £oreign financial _ssistance received by the

natiena] government shall be deposited in a Foreign Assistance Fund.

Except where a particular distribution is required by the terms or special

nature of the assistance, each state shall receive a share equal to the

share Of thc r-ational government and to the share of every other state.

Section 2. Ca) The President shall submit an annual budget to

Congress at a time prescribed by statute. The budget shall contain a •

complete plan of proposed expenditures, anticipated revenues,and other

money available to the national government for the next fiscal year,

.together with additional information t_,at Congress may require. The

Congress may alter the budget in.an'/ respect.

_-_ _,^ ;__;r_ hills except those recommended byl_a i"l"' _'I" ' "_ .......... __L_l a _,,-,_ _

the President for immediate passage, or tO cover the operating expenses

of Congress, may be passed on fine] reading until the bill appropriating

money for the budget has been enacted.

' (c) The President may item veto an appropriation in any

bill passed by Congress, and the procedure in such case. shall be the same

as for disapproval of an entire bill by the President.

Section 3. (a) The Public Auditor is appointed by the President with

the advice and consent of Congress. He serves for a term of 4 years and

untila su .cessorisconfirm J.



(b) The Public Auditor shall inspect and auclic accounts

in every branch, department, agency or statutory authority of the national

governn,ent and in other public legal entities or nonprofit organiJal_.ions

receiving public funds from the national government. Additional duties

may be prescribed by statute.

(c) The Public Auditor shall be independent oF _dministrative

control except that he shall report at least once a year to Congress. His

salary may not be reduced during his term of office.

[d) The Congress may remove the Public Auditor from office

for cause by 2/3 vote. In that event the Chief Justice shall appoint

an acting Public Auditor until a successor is confirmed.
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A_(TICLE XIII

GENEIIAL PIIOViSIONS

Section i. The national government of the Federated States of

Micronesia recognizes the right of the people to education, health

care, and legal services and shall take every step reasonable and

necessary to provide these services.

Section 2. Radioactive, toxic chemical, or other harmful sub-

used,

stances may not be tested, stored,/or disposed of within the jurisdiction

of the Federated States of _-" _"_,.Lcrones_a without the express approval of
national

the/goverrm_ent of the Federated States of Micronesia.

Section 3. It is the solemn obligation of the national and state

governments to uphold the provision_ o,= this Constitution and to advance

the principles of unity upon which this Constitutioh is founded.

Section 4. A noncitizen, or a corporation not! wholly owned by

citizens, may not acquire title to land or waters in Micronesia.

Section 5. An agreement for the use of ].and for an indefinite

term is prohibited. An existing .agreeme_t becomes void 5 years after

the effective date of this Constitution. _±thJ.L__,_,. _.,.e_,__n,:_,.,....
national

agreement shall be concluded between the parties. When the/g_vermment

is a party, it shall initiate negotiations.

Section 6. Tae national goverr_nent of the Federated States of

Micronesia shall seek renegotiation of any agreement for the use of

la1_d to which the Governmen_ of the United States of America is a

party.

Section 7. On assuming office, all public officials shall take

an oath" to uphold,' promote, and support the laws and the Constitution as

prescribed by statute. 15"-_Z7



ARTICLE XIV

AL,_I:.ND!,_ENT,, ":• .-[

Section 1. A:_ amondmentto this Constigution may be proposed by a

constitutional convention, popular initiative, or Congress

in a manner provided b)' law. A proposed amcndmeut shall become a part of the

Cons_Jtutioil whell approved by 3/4 of the votes cast on that amendment in each

of 3/4 of tile states. If conflicting constitutional amendments submitted to

the voters at the same election are approved, the _m'_endment receiving the

high_:st number of affirmative votes shall prevail to the extent of such

conflict.

Section 2. At least' every i0 years, Congress shall submit to the

voters the question: "Sha]l ti_ere be a convention to revise or amend

the Constitt_tion?". If a majority of ballots cast upon the ques.tion is in the

affirmative, de]egates to the Convention shall be chosen no later than the

next regular election, unless Congress provides for the selection of

delegates earlier at a special election.
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IuRTiCLE XV

TRANSITION

Section i. A statute of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

corltinues in e_fect except to the extent it is inconsistent with this

Constitution, or is amended or repealed. A writ, action, suit, proceeding,

civil or criminal liability, prosecution, judgment., sentence, order,

decree, appeal, cause of action, defense, contract, claim, demand, title,

or right continues unaffected except as modified in accordance with the

provisions of this Constitution.

Section 2. A right, obligation, liability, or contract of the Government

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands is assumed by the

Federated States of Micronesia except to the extent it directly

affects or benefits a government of a district n0[ ratifying this Constitution.

Section 3. An interest in property held by the _uve_n,,,_n,_........ of +_,.eTrust

Territory of the Pacific Islands is transferred to the

Federated States of Nicronesia for retention or distribution in

accordance with this Constitution.

Section 4. A local gover_nent and its agencies may continue to exist

even though its charter or powers are inconsistent with this Constitution.

To promote an orderly transition to the provisions of this Constitution,

and until state governments are establisi_ed, Congress shall provide

for the resolution of inconsistencies between local government charters

and powers, and this Constitution. This provision ceases to be effective

five years after the effective date of this Constitution.



So.orion 5. The Co;_,gressmay provide for. a smoeth _nd orderly transition

to government under this Const'_uti_n.

Sc-ct}ol;Q . ]_n lh:. ;"i_s_ cc_nSre'._sier;_Ic}ection,

c.onc..res:;io;:_:]._1istr icts. ciT'eGp[:.51"t "c;:-:.-,,. ' _.:_;:C._;._'c_',a"_"'-_,Jtesa',"tel Ica.'s:-

ICuseie l" v

- , ,arii_,rir, s - 2.; ICars:,_lls - 11; Pala.Lp "" 2; r,,..,,.na,{.e, -.T3," Truh - 5;

5_[.)- l. If ;,uz,a.... IZ iS l_Ot a Stere ;ii"tbU "tl.::'i2"OF IbC Ill'St"' C]OCtiO;1,

4 .,,,......_.."'_"_.- sh,,ll L,e,;]ec.tc:Jon the b..sis Of p_.l:_.;lctio_ir_Pcmape.

• .

ARTTCLE )l\'i

EFTECYik:F.OATE

Section I, This Constitution take_; effect i year after rat.i.ficat__gn

unless the Ct:ngress of l.Iicronesi_ by joint resolution specifies an eatfief

date. If ,?pr0visJon of this Constitution is held to be J.D fundamental

conflict with the United Nations Charter or the Trusteeship Agree;_ent

betw_..un the United States of America and the bnited Nations, the provisicu,

does not become effective until the date of termination of the Trusteeship

Agree,_ent.
l
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