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THEIR FUTURE POLITXCAL DESTX_[_ 2_D

_$_ THE CCM_ C_ TBE _XT_ S_TES _ _ _1%%8 D%_D_ T_E

AUSPICES OF THE %_XTED _T_D_$ _US_XP USHerS IN A _ EKA FO_ _IE

OF D_CP_'q_ T}_ _XL_LOF R_S L_4D_ XDEAL8 _XC_ _AVE SUST_I_D

UNITED STATES FOR A_ 2_ YD__S_ _D

_PACIFXC ISLANDS HAS BE_JG_/ 1_)_ P_O_ _ _ _/%_ _SZ_C D_gP-

_/_%F_8 _ T_E PEDPL_ OF _ _%_/_XK[_XSDANDS _YE OVE_ THE P_%ST

YEARS OR HOlIS EXPEESSED _ _RY_T DE_E 2_D ASP_II_T_ _) JO_

UNITED STATES OF _De_A _ _ CLOSE _ P_ PO_X_XC_L _T;_I_'_XP_ AND

ISLANDS DIS_XCT XS FA_ DXPF_ F_C_ %W_T _ZC_ _L_S_ C_S_ BY

PEOPLE OF THE OTHERDXSTEXCTS _7 _ _T _T_ _Z _KI)_S_D BY _/2_

REFEESENTATXVES XN THE CONGRESS OF I__SXA;

DISTRXCT, IN THE OrfHE_ DXSTP_CES OF _I_ _ST TERRIA-_._RY,A_D _,_Im_l_

L_TED NATIONS MT _E PEOPLE _ _ I-_L_I_ _SL_D_ _XST_/CT DES_

POLITICAL STATUS _4ICH X8 FA_ D__ FROM _T DESXEED BY TEE PEOPLE OF

THE OTHER D_STRXCT8 @_ T_E _I_T T_/_%Y;

WHEELS, IN ]_Y 1972 THE _-[_K_2/__/_L_S D_S_ LK__

CREATED THE MARL_%_ASPOLXTX_L _%TUS C_MMXSS_ _CH C_S_STS (iF

REPRESEnTaTIVES OF ALL OF _E PEOPLE OF _ h'0!%_ _ _S; _D
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..... S._SSTONSEVENTH _E _'ITA:......

-_'_--/_-- RESOLUTION NO. _0(_10_5
INT..qOD_CEDB_,': C_._._ITT_EOF T_{_WHOLE

l .AR_SOLUTIOT'I_ESPECTF'TI,LVURG!N ?.TH_ UNITED

2 STATES SENATE TO TA.',[EP:tO'"PT ACTEON ON _:!E JOZ._:,.._Y
3 XESOL'.JTIONTO APPROVE THE COVE_,A_-YfTO .v,STABL!S_!

4 TI_E CO_,__O_K_E,!I,.T:'_OF _E NO_THERW MARIANA_ ISL_.NDS
5 IN POLITICAL ,v._TIONWITH .T_...E"-_N!TEDSTATES OF A"_ERICA

6. %_IER_S the Charte:" nf the Unlt@d Nations and the Trusteeship

7 A_?eement laetween the United Nations and the _Tnited States nf ;,m.e:_ca

8 require that the inhabitants of the Trust Terrftorv be promoted toward

9. "self-znvernment or indeDendence as may_e aDpropr:ate to the Davt"cular

!0. circumstances" and

II. _EREAS, for the Dast 400 years the oeop].e of the Mariana

12 Islands have lived under i-heautocrat'.c rules of foreign Dowe;_s w_tho-t

!3_ the r'sht to speak out on the important matters which faced them.-such

I_:.. as the nature of their _overnment; the development of their economy and _]

15. their fut:,re political destinyf and

I _. "'V_. __ . wn._x._,_.o,the com'.,'.ngof ,.heUnited States ;- eh° _a_'ana._ ,,nd_

_7 the au.sD!ces of the United Nations Tvusteea.b_ u_hers in a new eva

.!8 for the DeoDle of the '[ar_ana Islands and introduces t1_e spirit .and

I0 pr!nc"oles of d_.mocracyj the B!]]. of R'_hts and the ideals which ha_'e

20 sustained the United States fnr almost .9..00years: and

21 W_E_-_E.AS_the _Tn!ted States _.dm'.-'.n"st'cat_on of the Trust Terr_ tory

22 of the Pac:f"c Islands has _rou_ht to the oeoDle of the !Z,ar_anas

2_. economic development, edu_ation_health care and oolitical maturity

24. and has taught the people how to l'.ve as free men and women: and
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1. _REAS, the people of the _rlana Islands have over the past

2. twenty years or more expresse_ their ferV,,entdesire and aspiration _._.

3. to join the United States of America in a close and permanent

4. political relatlonshlp_ and

5. WHEREAS, the future political status desired by the people o£

6. the Mariana Islands District is far different from that which has

7. been chosen by the people of the other districts of the Trust

8. Territory as expressed by their representatives in the Congress of

9. Micronesia; and

I0. WHEREAS, it has been repeatedly recognized within the Marlana

II. Islands District.. in the other districts of the Trust Territory, and
/

12. within the United Nations that the people of the Mariana Islands

13. District desire a political status which 18 far d_fferent from that

14. desired by the people of the other districts of the Trust Territory;

and

I,S, WHEREAS, in May/1972 the Mariana Islands District Legislature

16. created the Marianas Political Status Commlsslon_ which consists of

17. representatives of all of the people of the Northern Marlana Islands:

18. and

19. WHEREAS, in accordance with the desires of the peopl_ the

20. Mariana Islands District Legislature instructed the Marianas Political

21. Status Commission to negotiate wlth the United States concerning the

22. terms of a clos_ permanent and enduring political relationship between

23. the United States and the Northern Marlana Islands: and

24. WHEREAS, over the past three years the President's Personal

25. Representative and the people of the Marianas conducted political
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Resolution No. 106-1975

I. status negotiations %%hich culminated in the spgnlng of a Covenant to

2. Establish the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands in Political

3. Union with the United States of America/and

4. WHEREAS, on June 171 1975 in a free and democratically held

5. plebiscite, the people of the _rianaa voted overwhelmingly 78.8% to

6. approve the said Covenant_ and

7, WHEREAS, approval of the Covenant by the United States Congress

8. will fulfillthe inalienable and sovereign right of self-determlnation

9_ by the people of the Marlana Islands District and conclusively

I0, fulfi_ng their desire for a close and permanent political relationship

II. with the United States; and

12. _THEREAS, in the Covenant_ specific provisions are included to

13 enable the people of the Mariana Islands District to formulate and

14. adopt their own const_tution_and to undertake certain essential

15. transitional studlesand programs toward self-government which are

16. a!l contingent upon approval of the Covenant by the Congress of the

17. United States.

18. WHEREAS, the Covenant has been favorably acted ,,D_n b7 the -iI

19. House of Representatives, United States Congress and the United

20. States Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs; and

21. WHEREAS, in order not to delay the establishment of the

22. constitutional government of the Marianas that has been sought by

23. the people thereof for more than a auarter of a century, prompt

24. action on the passage of the Joint Resolution to approve the

25. "Covenant to Establish the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana

26. Islands in Political Union with the United States of America" without

27. delay will be in the best interest of all concerned) O24S99
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1. _, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Fourth Mariana Islands

2. District Legislature I Seventh Regular Sessionj that the United States

3. Senate is hereby respectfully urged and rea uested to take prompt and

4. favorable action on the Joint Resolution to Approve the "Covenant to

5. Establish the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas in Political

6. Union with the United States of America."

7. AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the President certify to and

8, the Legislative Secretary attest the adoption hereof and thereafter

9. transmit a copy of this resolution to the Chairman and members of

I0. the Seumte Foreign Relations Committee and Chalrman and members of

11. the Armed Services Committe ..... = U_iL=J " * C2-Z_=_R the
A

1_9. President and the members of the United States Senate.

PASSED BY THE FOURTH MARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE, NOVEMBER// 1975
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