
Mtcronesla sroad+toself-government
+..... .>_.........:_. -_+_ _ _ :- + . :: --(_ [ "2_districtadministratorsweresetup: :., . _ _:.: :: _,,

'_, ' :Uni.t+edSta_:eshoZ&the._Territor, y of:the PacifiC:.Islands, (ex_ ,t_) at+,a_,._leve_ of gov_ent, _ei_oP _.e_u_ve :m/mI_,
+, : _( isc_mmittedt_ I_re_ the _ for self-governme_t, job ineach:Ofthesix d_tricts. _t ofdis_iCt _rmpr +/_+
:: ,_ Thetaskhasto_ecompleted. + ,+ - ._. now_isheldbYMicron"esi,Amsinailcases..+/ +++ :_ :'(_
:+_ ):' Remarl_ible p_greSShasbeenmade towardfu_illment of :+ ' .+ ++ - .... : • :_ ++:' " :: _

-the obligation,_t_ite _,slowstart+serioushandicaps,anda- :College grads return. : .. -+_
_ieontini_ing,_:andclassicconflict be_ancient _genous _ore and more_Micronesians/m-egr_fluafing f_m'the ,
:-_tUti_s=and American concepts cf self-government. On .universities in Guam,: Hawaii, and on the mainland, and
?..the.locallevelmUch 0f:Micronesiah_+hadself-government+.returningtO+thor native_:islan_to_takel/i.pa_:i!in!.!_
from.__'nd_immdm0rial.Clans;extendedfarniljes,castes;emancipatinganddevelopingprocess. • : -: _: :_ '+

.::hereditary:chiefs;and councilsofelders-todd,have._i- _ At thesame.fir_e,their_cienth_stRUUovs_enotbeing
:!_cantinfluenceandcontr_linm_ny_.srtso_thvtrustterritok'y. ,-!e_h_ted. The'-role Of herC_li_y chi_,s +zem_fl_ Strong:

!/ ::Alre'ady0neimportantdispel,theNo_tkernMarian_has.Rigid lin&_and ancienttaboosarereslmc_, _]te me
n_g_fiatedh+Cbv_i_ri__[orCommonWealthby whichitwould -pr_ 0fmodernlife:..... "+_:_.......''+!'i/::%_'_,'+
becomean integralpartoftheUnitedStates.LastJune 17, • MostMlcro_esiansocietyistracedbydescentthr0ughthe o

_._ 788.p_centoftheeligibleroSe,in the+l_orth_nM_ri_
::+_St,_irb_otsinsup-portofco_on_ealths_a___.. + femaleline;_ landrights'_dclanmem_'p ._e-trmmmittedby a-m_er toherchil&en:Inmany districts
.,+'.:-'Thisdesireforsep_tio_fromtherest_ffRr_icronesiamet .everyoneinheritsland-userights,:andeveyoneisdei_ndent+,.'...: :
._ithconsidb_blecriti_fromsomerepresentatives+ofthe :onit:The:systemprovidesprotectionandsecdrityfor:its -.
other districts, from ssme Americans who support the members, where family"ties _e strong ....
c0nceI)t of.a unite_Mid_n_ia, and from the L_ Trusteeship ...... _ ............. " ..........

Council;.where,anydiv_ ofatrue,t_fritoryisdeploredin Ch[_s _r_ _h'__fs_e_ - . ..
.principle...-_ _+. ' - -:- -+ " - "" BU_thematrilineal.Socie_yisnotmat_im'chal.Tfidchib_s':_+_
. Nevertheless,theardentdesireofthepeoplethemselvesis

an important,democratic+force,_+andin the case-of-the .arealwaysmen.Themeetinthemen'shouses(andill:betide
Mariahasitis10udand clear.Twd-and-a-hatf+monthsclose thewoman who venturestoinvadethem.Onceina:While-ani- ' "

"•observation.showedusthatabovea]_theydonotwa_ttobe Americanwoman canbeImr_ttedtoenterthemen'shouse,
+lumped with the res_ +of MJcrones_a: They want separate _bw_tn°tal_cr°nes_an' " •

Status. Even those who voted against the Covenant for In the districts other than+Yap, the traditional+influenc_ :
• Commonwealtli:campaigned under the name: "Friends Ofa may be somewhat less overt but they remain quite strong.

Better Commonwealth:" "..... Another]o_-es_Lb_._ L_S_it_O]_and S_ f0_ce"ris

.... - .relevant:. Christian_ty_The S_dS"main. mission in +the - +

+: Convention++.meeting_ ..: : . : -: . =16th•CatholicismfirmlyCenttwywaslOintheC°nvert'Marianasandandthey;established,RomanmostoftheCar0lines;
; " --although there are s|gnfficant Protestant minorities nowa, _-

Peoples and theUnRed States. A Con- daysin_esearchipelagces. '_

_.++stitUti0nal.Convention has been meeting at_:Mi_o.nesi_ . ! In _e Marshails, Prptestant missionaries from B0s_ton_did .... - :
capital, Saipan, off and 6n during the summer and fall Of1975: -the cdiiverfingin the early 19th cda_ury_and flieir_i_luence
it seeks against-serious difficulties todevelop a frame of remains strong. - - ...... :
:governmentinwhichthe+fivedistrictscouldgrowintoaself-+ ObServersagreethat_tianity isa prof_d_im_u_ce

- governing unity., tl_mughcuttheislands, _i]y-rep]scing priorprimitive rites.
,i_.-Andi:.p_ably aft_r fhe U.S. Se_m.+acts+ on the _-(In Saipan_ the..lm_le celebrated the outcome :of .'...the ,:
Commonwealth Covenant for the:Marianas, the American plebiscite with a religious service on the foIIowingSunday,)

,Goverhmefit willxesume negotiations with _e other .five As the islands in their particular ways take advantage:;+,0f.-
dist_cts, fir_ as a tot_!!y but perhaps onseparate bases ff this programs which the United States could help provide, thee
..isden_andedby,thedistrictsinvolved," " . could_ many .kindsofdevelopment: farming_thesea is
....ARer.we-had finis_ied the tas__"of '_ the especially+attractive: AIS0, landuse-c0/ridbe:gr_tly•

plebisciteintheNorthernMarianas,we _ourneyed-thr,.ough..impr0ved.Thepositionoftheislands_athwartimportant.sea
•theotherfivedisti;icts,Stoppingoffafew:daysineach;talking routes,toand fromN0rthAmericaand.betweentheIndian.-
.whereverpossiblewith districtlewlers,and absorbing OceanandJalmnortheEastAsianrnainland,may beofgreat
_something.Ofthedistrict,sbeautYandindividualcharacter.... significance,inthefuture..They,areCrucial!yplacedinthe :

UndertheimperialrulesofSpain,Germdny,andJapan,the midandwestPacific,I_.ntsinavaststretchOfvitalocean._+
peoples of MiCronesiawere held in rigorous colonial:control. : .
.+ThoUghtheiroWn_ancestralinstitutionsoflocalgovernment _ Erwin D. Canham,editoremeritu_ofThe Christie= ' " "

continued,-+.th_.e- w_ no eztension ..into: the forms_of Science Monitor, andMrs. Patience _ Canham, formerly -

government which {h_Uni[ed Stat_s, snd some at ivast of the :_ a -Montt0t _ditor. and- writer; spent :several rmonth8 in
•United Nations, would regard as democratic _lf,g_vernment: Micronesia earlier this year. Mr. Canham was President+
_-+:-Bdt,:beginning .in _+ 1950s,..under U.S. trusteeship, . _ Ford's representativeadministeringaplebiscite in++which . ,.
municipal councils were set up, district Iegistatures followed, - residentof thd Mariana Islands votedto turn th_+string
and ultimately the Congress of Micr_nesia came into being. :_ of is/ands intoa commonwealth of the United States. • ,=. _
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