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The White llouse
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear Beent and Max:

Ascyou know, we ace approaching the ifinal voles in the
Senate on che Marianas Covenanbt.,  The Conalke Focaign
Rolaiions Commiitee and ihe Armod Secvices Cownibtee have -
until Jamacy 27, 1976 Lo mark-uo aad cabaii theilo wvepoois
on R 549, s omended. The Senabe Pooolga Relabioas Cowae-
miieboe has cchodaloed Lbs nack: up for nexi Wuesday,
Joanuacy 20, and the Avimed Services Comuittee is also Likely
Lo aclt next woecek.

The oubtcone ol the vote in these Lwo mark-up sessions
romains uncertain but is sure to be ¢lose in both. Tn the
Foreign Relations Committee the opposition is being loed by
Senator Pell, who is determined Lo defeat the Marionas,
Conmonwealith Covenant outright, and by Sanator Percy, who
advocates deferring appreval until an agreement or agroea-
menlts have been reached with the cative Trust Territory.
Senators Byrd (Va) and Harnt (Colo) veaain the most voeal
opponents of ihe legislation ja the Avmed Scrvices Commib-
Ltce.

' ’ . L

“Our best intelligence on the views held by members of
the Senate Foxrcign Relaltions Commitltee indicates the
following line-up next Tuesday: : .
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YES o) , URIC l“zlm\l

an 17e PRI - A a1 i %

SPARKMAN PETL SYMINGTON ‘{és

CHURCH , CLARK - I~1C.(‘;OVJ:ZRN-—NﬁTMA(" v

MC GEE~ WITgS  _  BIDRN - JAVILS

HUMPHREY «— CALE ‘ PIEARSON

SCOTT (PA) 1 — PLRCY

GRIEMUN MANSEFIIELD

: e have had sowe reports that bwmnglon fmd neCovern may
volte "yes", and we arve hopeful that Pe arson's vote will also
be affirmative. Senator Javibs is on the .1.once and a roeal
cifort should be made to win him over. Althougyh woe puk
Senator Church in the yes column, his votce cannot be haken
for granted. Therefore, we ave trying to get Senator Jackson
to talk to him again.

The vote in the Armed Scrvices Commiititee appeavs Lo be
shaping up as follows: '

YRS wo UHCHRIA LN

JACKSON * BYRD (VA) O GWIINTES

« POVER « HART » SYMINGIUON

GO \'n‘l R z SCOY (VA) x D10 LNAYRE

W RMON CUNLVER A WUMN

CANDION : . x [IBANLY A BRACE ST

. LR S .
PART | = SuBeoMM TTEE

The Department: of Defonse is concerned that Meintyre,

Nunn and Pafit may now he’ leaning against the Covenant and
Symington is very uncertain., Ff thesce voloes were Lo go
against the Covenant it would be defcated in ihe Avmed Sorvicoes
Comnmititea.

There have been soveral developnents affectiing thae Covenant
dnring the current Congvessional vocess.  Scuntowr Benneb
Johnston of the Tntacior Commitlee visited Saipan Januacy 1
‘he was followed ou Jumary 5 by a delegab lon of four Scenators.
"Also, at our :’;nggw;l,lon, he Marianas leadership has corces—
ponded with Senator Percy inviting him Lo Saipan and urging
his support for carly Covenant approval; Fetoer 'Po(ﬂﬁ, of
Poavey's staff, is now on Saipan talking Lo Micronesian leadars
about staltus issues.
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While on Saipan, the Senators mel Senator Tarzarus Salii
and Representative Luke Tman of the Congress of Micronesia,
who veiterated that the Conygress of Micronesia was not
opposed Lo the Covenant and had accepted the populir decision
oF the Marianas people to join in political union with the
United States and to scparate from Lthe other districts as
soon as possible. '

ALL membrrs of the Senate Foreign Relalbions Comaittee ov
their stalffs have been bhriefed on” the substance of the Cove-
nant and nade aware of the Administration position. 1 have
personally briefod Chaiyman Sparkman, and Senators Pell,
McGee, Case, Javils, Percy and CGriffin. Meombers of the
Office For Micronesian Status Negotiations have briefed key
stalf wembers for cach commitice member eoxcept Mansfiold,
whose office indicated he would prefer Lo.rely on briciings
orm)arﬂd by the staif of the Senate Foreign Relaiions Com-
mittee. We have bricfed ithe Commititce's Chief of stalki,

Pal llolt, Robexrt Barton who has staff reuponsibility for he
mark-up cession next weck.on he Marianas Con 'nmvmn(..xlil and
oiher neabers of the Scenate Foreign Relations Comamiilaoe
shaff, '

e have wede a similar efiforlt on the Avmed Sewvices Cone-
mittee and I have perconally brieicd the Chaiovaan and
Sonatocs Jackson, Byrd (Va), Hovt (Colo), ‘whucrond, Towern
and Bariclettb. Additionally, the Depacincenis oi Defenso has
bhriefocd koy Senators and n:u’"f personnel have boen bricied
by the Depariment of Defense and my ofifice. '

I have written Sccretary Rumsifeld asking him Lo urge
Senator Percy to drop his amendment and support the Adwini-

"stration's request for ecarly Senate approval of the Covenant.

I have also asked him for Defense's help in moving Sconabors
Stennis, Bartleti and Taft over to thae yes column.  Sccue-
tary Kleppe has already writlbon both Comaittecs expraossing
his support and urging .‘:;pm"dy approval of the Covenant: but

I am askivg him and Kenb Friwszell to make a special cifourl
wiih Senator Pearson of the Scenate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee and Senaitor Bartlett who sits on both Lthe Armed Services
and Interiorx Comnittees.

With only a fml days left and tine running short we are
mounting a final push and we need your heldp. We will be con-
facting and consult 1ng with as many members of Dhe two conii--
tees and their stafifis as po ssible over the noexit few days
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urging the members to be presaont Lo volte yes ox if not Lo
give the Chairman their favorable proxies. Ve still need
informed and enthusiast ic support from the Republicans and
at Jcast one Republican chr.mplon on each committec who is
willing to take on the opposition in Lhe mark-up ses sions.
1 hope Secnator Griffin will £ill this 1ole in the ]‘ormgn

elations Commititce and either Tower or Goldwater in the
Z-\rmed Services. Anything the White llouse can do in this
regard will be important. It would also be haelpful if the
Vhite House could reinforce my reguast to Sccretany
Rumsfeld to talk with Senator Percy as soon as possible

A special White Housc effort to win over the following
senators could make a great difiference in the outcome of
the vote carly next week. They are: Senators Casoe, Javiits,
Pearson, Bartlett and Taft, all of whowm are in ithe no or
the uncertain coluan. An effort to assuve Senator Scoltl's
(PA) presence and his assistance wilh the other Republicans
on Lhe Foreign Relations Committee would bhe helpiul foo.

I would also appreciate ithe good oifices of  the Whito House
in arvanging a nweebing for me with Senabor Goldwaloe in
advance of noxt Tiesday's vobe., Fioaally, if ihe Poosideont
in addition o his letieors to the Lwo Chairmen could call
Sonator Maunsitield it might be possible 'i'o swing the key
vobte of the majoriiy leader in Tavor of “ithe Macianas Coves
nont.  his could bhe off great :in\.-L)o.n:(;z,xm;(, 1;.0 the final vote
ol the full Scnate,.

ihe Office For Micronesian Status Negotdoitions has pro-
vided you with talking points as to why carly approval of
the Covenant is important. The greatest threat now is poqnd
by the Pell-Percy-Byrd-Hart coalition whu h will in all pro-
bahility argue for an indefinite po* si:poncment of action on
the Covenant. Such action would be in no ones intoerest,

n c¢losing I would like to report again that while I
know it is unfair and without basis in fact, nevexrbheloss,
Sonators and Commitice staff menbers bave said and conliinue
Lo say that the Covenant is in fvouble bhecause of the lack
of strong and convincing suppork for ils passage from the
Defense ])r\p'n“l‘mmﬁ"e;m‘l Lecause Lk ucems to have a relatively
low priority in terms of White House backing. T do hope
that these falge impressions can be corrected over Lhe next
several days.

Sincerely yours,

\' \ft i (f\' e

Anbassador 1. I{njdn Williams
Phe President s Poruonal Representalive
S for Microncsian Stalbus Hoegoliations
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