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Byjoe Murphy •
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•Noway. , """ .- : "' .• . ":_ -. ". .- .... ,, " •

The question:is:. Can Micronesia have a self-supporting" govern-"l : The Congress of MIermOnet_,alLelie:_oe .:s_aY_li:l_naeOfeCfh:uPr_lt?rY_,,,,_ h,, tho ond ,,f tha tr,,_t,,e_hi n_ - . . - l goals ot me taevelop n p _ - pp g
A team of exoerts from the U N headed by 'Robert Trusk is sun- I government for Mleronesm regardless of whatever future po It cal

. _ • • . ;3 - a- • • )l - ' " . . • "

. posedly looking into how the Micronesians can be put down the road I s_tusls chosen.,,• , • .,, . . ,.... . .o..- . ....
t _ards ml md en , In me process me plan WillalSO|flolca[e ways ol reorgamzzng theo ' . econo "c" epend ee. Trusk has worked in 31 different . . : • '

' nations. He sees potential in TT fishing, agriculture, small scale government to lower costs.
manufacturing and tourism. Fish canning, copra and fruit Ihate to be critical, but theonly way the Micronesians are going to
processing, he says, has proved to make a successful economic base pick up that $75 million would be to lease Truk to theSoviet Union.
in the Cook islands. • the IVlarshalls to the U.S., and Palau to the Japanese.

Trusk also reported that the Marianas Island district was not in- Copra isn't going to do it. Tourism without the Marianas isn't going
eluded in the economic study project at the request of the U.S. to do it. Fishing, at this stage, without a fishing fleet, a market, or
government, which presumably has other plans, trained fishermen isn't going to do it. Agriculture would take many- years to develop. They may be able to bring.in some money by

XXXXXXXXXX leasing out part of their ocean to the Japanese, Koreans, or Chinese.
• -... . ' ,The trouble is that the islanders of Micrones_a have been living a lot..but it won't, be enough.• •-. ..... . .

higher than those of the Cook Islands;. I mean in such things as-3 .. • XXXXXXXXXX :" .. ..
salaries, cars, etc. And it gets to be very hard to gobacKwards ini! " : " :" "

.... :I Our main failure was not recognizing from the beginning that the
life style. " . " "' " " : '- "" : Micronesians had no wish to be Americans. For 30 years we've

You've gotto remembi_r that the total income for itieT.T, this"last' _ taught them, through ex'ample,through c'ol_legeeducation in the U.S.,
year was only'about $5,000,000, of which about $4,000,000 was in through education, to live like the Ainericans, with their motor cars,
taxes. Of this about $11700,000was paid by non-Micronesians., motorcycles, washers, canned food, beer and bo0ze.Now we've got to
" Then you must.also remember that"in botffi973, and 1974the"i'.Ti ' tell them that•there is no way the3/ can live like the Americans do, not
government spent about $80million each year. So, you wind up with a_ "on their little tro0ical islands.." " " . " _"'.- • - -. -. '. -.
gap of roughly $75,000,000between what is coming in, and whatis]" "" " -" - " " - " - "") " " ' - - "' ""
goingou.t, "" ": "" • " ." " _:" . " " .... " " :' I": " '_ . • " XXXXXXXXXX. : " " .;'._ "

• And tile development people, in their dreams, hope to turn that ]_- : ": - . " -. - ' " "_ .:?- • . " .
kind of deficit arotind in the next five years?" " " : ""- .- - " - [ "-Quite naturally, even after 1981,the U.S. isn t just going to pull the

. • -. ' :..' " " • " • . " '- ' Dlu_, and let the islanders revert back to a subsistence economy.
".: -" : i xxxxxxxxxx :. . ...: i: ..:. : " . " _rhey Will put up a bundle of dough for the foreseeable ftiture, tol

' : , " " - : ' , " • " "' : '-- " "- '.' "subsidize their former wards. " ,. , . . ' '
Don t get me wrong. I m not blaming the Mlcroneslans, who have-[ . _..... ),,, W,r, ,,_,,om,, about the nrosnects in Mii:ronesia

been hamstrung at eve'rythrn by ihe U.S. government, Who aren't ] " t can t nelp out ._ ,$ q _,. ,j , - _ .v an*" make ver ooz
sure what" they wan't. It wasn't uritil last year that other foreign [-in. me :.years _mmea_atelYwanreea_ow_n_[alCiiSe somebod.ry P;us[" " . Colonialists, mueeu.. _Oli1_ n_ _...j

nationalsAndtheC°Uldu.s,haSeVenmaintainedinvestin Micronesiabasesin Kwajalein,ifthey wantedandEniwetok,t°"" assumed that the Micronesians, like the Guamanians, or Mariana
" plus huge gobs of land in other places without paying out any bread '. islanders, _ouldjust naturally want to join theU.S: Then there would

for their .use. ; :, : . ... . ..-. .. . . . .. . be no problem.- • " " _ " - .: -" " "
..... _. -. :.. .. . " ....:..... . . But they don't want to join the U.S. They Want to be in-

. ,. -.... .:.(... " XXXXXXXXXX dependent.And wc did absolutely nothing to help themaloiag in thal :• " " " " regard. At least nothing from an economic sense. Will the
•It isn't a m'aRerbf the U.S. not enc0uraging.outside capital, but Micronesians slash their government to a $30 million level? Ahd '

rather in downright discouraging it. -. where will they find that other $25 million? Inti_resting, but sort of.
• .The. Micronesians. can take a littleof the blame for the lack of sad. " " ' .. :" - "
revenue themselves,.because they believethat a nation can develop . -- -
internally, without the use of outside capital. In other words, they.' " " : .. : -
don't want any Americans, or Japanese,' or whati_ver, around. '.. " ...
because they.think that they Can do it themselves:No way. • , .....

• -, . . .-' . .: _ : -
• : . xxxxxxxxxx. " ". : .... " .: .:

." TheU.S. ' " - " ....... " " " "hasn t helped a blt by developing a fishing industry, or by
developing some cash crop agriculture, or'by developing a solid-boat -
building industry, or even bydeveloping tourism. "

If thereis any shame or stigma."attached to the 30 plus years of"
American rule it showsright there in the budget. Five million in-
•come.Eighty million outgo.. " - . . .7 ." . , _

Just building the- Micronesians - a new capitallcenterlisn't
" going to help much, either, because they' II have to have money to.

staff it. and keeo the lights on.
The Americans were so afraid that the Micronesians wouldn't

depend on them anymore,' they g0t them used to a cash, steak _ind '-
" beer economy, When what they. really should be doing is getting tbem -.

- ready for.a taro and tuba economy. ' • :_/ ".-S.--:.... :-,._...,. : • -


