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The llonor<lble ,lohn C. Stennis
(] ;1 i l'Ill;111 _; .... " ......... ::-; "

Armed Sevvi. ces (:omm{ttee

I;.,)(_lil 217., Itllssell Sennte Office l_tl-[ldin_j

/'Tashlnl_,l;oll , I). C. 20510

i 1)ear ,_.Ir. ('hairman"
e'.

] am writing to express my, cleei_ disappoint,lent ancl
, concern over the recent actions off tlle Subcommittee on

I General I.,e_isl. ation in rejecting the Covenant to
establish a Commonwealth of the Northern blariana Islands

' in politi, cal union with the United States.

As you are aware, when the Interior (;ommiti-eee

•.'"' conc.l.uded its review of the detai ls of tile Co,lmollwcn ltli

Covenant and ordered it. reported farorat>Iv to tl_e Senate.
] [ offered _l ul_animotl5 consent agreeHleiit to permit the

!:oreJ.j,.ll Itelations Committee to report on the .foi'e:{{'_L
pol..{cy .impJic<ttiOnS of approval or this Covenant and tl_e
s\i'med <3ervices Col!lmittee to review the national sect_rJ.t)"
<li]d nat [onal_ defense implications.

The l'ore{!;n Relations Colnluittee has just complel-ed
.. its rcvic.w and w{] 1 recommend approval of the <ovennnt.

_._ The Armed Services Subcommittee on .C,eneral l,egislation,
however, is prol>osing rejection of tile Covenant on the
v. rourl<ls l:.h;lt the future st;lt_ls of the Trust Territory
of the P.iciffic Islands should be detev,lkned by _Jn agree-
;ue.n i; wli i eli den 1s wf th the on t i re Trust Terri tory.

[t .[$ liOt -cJ. oar to lllO whether the .><'ubcolnlnittoe's
re{iSOil for rejectin-g tl_m Covenant rests t)n nat:i(_l_al

• ,_ .l ,.'

.," :.;ecl_rity ,'.rounds or other considerat.io_s, but tire Sul,-
committee's position disregards the lo_!,, history of these
ne!toi:iati()ns and the food faith effort to ne.r,.otiate ar_
:i?,teom_'lll- coveiis_$, the entire "l'i't]St 'l'ert'itory.



_ The prol_osed Commonweal. tl_ represents an attai.n _
i al)](.' [].rst step .in our efforts to resolve our [uture

relationship with the Trust Territory. Rejection of
the Cominonwealt:h relationship, which has been ea!,,erlv
sot_p.ht by the Northern blnrinnns for many yenrs, would

,:", ' jeopardize ot_r ubi]it)' to condttct serious negotiations
elsewhere in the Trust Territory.

[ nec._l not: I}e].al)or the nntional security si],wificance
of the i.lort _ern l,t:_ri:lngls. Tl_eir proximity 1o (;u;_m and
t lic'i i :;t:rntej:ic po._gition in t-l_c We.qtern l':lc.i lic lu,tkc._;

i
I Ill;It:. clear . I .siml}lv. cannot ;m,,l-Cte,, with Ill(}llll}O.l.5 Of t:l_e
i Stll_commttt:ee who believe tl_at t:he n'ttional security

'. interests of the country will be served by defeat of the
proposed Covenant.
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