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CNnTE TO EDITORS AND NEWS DIRECTORS"; THIS 18 THE SECOND MNS
DI_PATCH FOR-FEBQUARY 13, (MNSI.---THESENATE OF.THE: CONGRESS' OF

MICRONE_IA HELD A LATE AFTERNOON 5_SSION FRIDAY (FEB, !3)

PA_SING SEVEN RILLS ON SECOND AND FINAL READING, INCLUDED IN

THe@ TOTAL ARE THREE HOUSE. MEASURES I)EALING_WITH APPROPRIATION

FOR THE OPERATION OF THE CONGRESS OF MI_RONESiIA,

PASSED ON SECOND AND FINAL READING AND SENT BACK TO HOUSE

°,"

PAGE _3 RUHGS_A279_ UNCLAS,

WITH SENATE AMENDMENTS WERE APPROPRIATION MEASURES, OFt $}68w'6|4

FOR THE OPERATING AND CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE SENATE_

fHR 6-35B)! _614_4g6 FOR THE OPERATING AND CONTINGENT EXPENSES
DF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL.W$ OFFICE_ (HB 6-_59);; .AND;$:779_'60B=
FO_ T_E oPERATING AND CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE: HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES_ CHB6-357],

THE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE_ HEADED BY RO.NAPE SENATOR
BA_LEY OLTER, RECOMMENDED THAT THE,FHNO$ FOR• THE OFFICE OF
• H£ LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL_ BE REDUCED FROM _72t,6_ ASRECOMMENDED
Ry THE HOUSE TO _614_469.

A NEW STAFF ATTORNEY POSITION WAS _ELETED AND ONE OF THE
EXiSTiNG. STAFF ATTORNEY POSITIONSWILL. BE-ELZM_NATEO, MICHEAL

A= wHITEIS RESIgNInG IN JUNE OF THIS YEAR AND H.18 POSITION

H!I.L NOT BE. CONTINUED AFTER HIS RESIGNATION,

ALSO_ FUNn8 FOR THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE

APPO_NTM,ENTS_ RONGELAP AND UTIRIK ATnLLS, RESOURCES AND
_EVELOPMENT_ AND MARIANAS TRANSITION AND FUTURE .STATtlSWER_

_UT, "SINCE-THE LEGISLATIVE_OUNSEL_S DFFICE_WIkL NOTHAVE.

_0 STAFF:THESE COMMITTFES_ THE WORK LOAD '_ORTHE UFFICE WILL
RE CON$1DERA_LY REDUCED BETWEEN SES$1ON_" ACCORDING TOTHE

PAGE B4 RUHGSAA2792 IJN_LA@,

_OMM_TTEE, ",
THE DEVELOPMENT ECONOMIST POSITION HAS-ALSO BEEN ELIMINATEO=

THE COMMITTEEMAINTAINED THAT SINCE THE UNDP OEVELDPHENT
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ECONOMIST@ ARE PRESENTLY _ORKING wITH THE CONGRESS, THEREI$

N_ NEED TO H,RE AN_TWER PERSON TOOD THE SAME WORK,

I/li'_ASAI'_Y A .VOTE O, 7-3, THE SENATE DKFICE, SENATORS LAZARUSOF PALAU, 30HN MANGEFEL OF- _AP, ANDWILFRED KENQALL

v LOF :_HE HARSHALL5 VOTED AGAINSTTHE BILL,
TH_ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES RECOMMENDED THAT $397pg03

RE APPROPRIATED 'tO FUNO THE OFFICE, THE WAYS ANO.MEANS

CUM'MITTEE OF THE SENATEe HOWEVER, REDUCED THAT-AMOUNT TO

.THE AMOLINT BUnGETED FOR THE.jOI_T COMMITTEE ON RANGgLAP

ANt) Lv[IR_K ATOLLS HAS B_..N EL_MIN_,

IC_A_EO.. BY MARIANAS SENATOR OLYHPIO T, BORJAr THE
_OH_ITT_E_ HAS 'tACCOHPL_MED ITS HANDATE AND HA_ DONE AN

EXC,_LLENT JOB OF ASISTIN_ THE PEOPLE OF THESE TWO AIOLLS_"

THE WAY_ AND MEANS COMMITTEE STATED IN IT6 REPORT,
_'ThI$ IS A TA_K THAT _5 THE FUNCTION OF IHEDISTRIC_

I._ISLATtJRE" RATHER THAN THE CONGR.ES$ OF M!CRONESIAN SINCE

PAGE v,5 RUWG_AA2792 UNCLA$=
TMF ISSUES INVOLVES ONLY PEOPLE FROM THE MARSHALL _LANOS
OISTRICT_" OLTER_$ COMMITTEE SAID_

THE COMMITTEE ALSO MADE FURTHER REDUCTIONS IN THE HOU_E

oPeRATiNG BUDGET B_LL, [WB6,357]. FUNDS WERE. EL.IM_NATEO
FOR THE JO.INT COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES .AND. DEVELOPMENT, AND
•HF JOINT COMM_T'rEE ON MARIANAS TRANSITION,

"°°°THE CONGRESS SHOULD REFRAIN FROM MAKING MAJOR COMMITMENTS

• 0 UEVELOP. PRD3ECTS" UNTIL THE. UNOR EXPERTS WORKING ON THE
_OMPQEHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN COMPLETES ITS.PROJECT, THE
_OMMITTEE DECLARED_

_AMON_ THE FOUR SENATE MEASURED THAT WERE_APPROVED. WAS A
BZliL I_ REQUIRE OPEN :MEETINGS QF.GOVERNM_NT AGENCIES ($B 6=$32},.
AC_ORI).ZNG TO THE REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON.JUOICIARY AND

_O_!ERNMENTALIOPERATIONS CHAIRED BY PALAU. _ENATOR.LA_ARU@

RAI,_T_ TH_ B_LL OEALS WITH ONE OF'THE THREE MOST IMPORTANT

ASPECTS OF ADMiNiSTRATION OF A DEMOCRATIC ECECUTIVE RRAN_HI
THE R_GULATION.OF ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE_ WHICH HAS BEEN
ACCOMPLISHED BY PUBLIC LAW 5-86; .THE AVAILABILITY OF RECORDS

• 0 :TW_ PUBLIC, WHICH THE CONGRESS ENACTED AS SENATE BILL
M-_42, BIJT WAS VETOED BY THE HIGH COMMI$SIONER PDR M_NOR

U CLASZFZEo 020807
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AMENDMENT$_ AND THE ACCESSIBILITY OF THE GENERAL PLIBLIC

TO THE ADMTNISTRATIVE P_OCEBS, AS PROVIDED .FOR IN THE BILL_
THE ADMINISTRATION WA_ REPRESENTED AT THE PU@LIC HEARING@

BY IwE OFFICE nF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL., "WE ARE PLEASED TO

NOTE THAT THE AOHINISTRATION TAKES NO ISSUE:.W.ITH THE
REnU_E_ENT$ THAT _0VERNMENT BUSTNESS BE. TRANSACTEO, IN AN
riPEN AND PUBLIC HANNER_" THE COMMITTEE _TATED IN ITS REPORT,

THE REMAINING THREE SENATE MEA$1.1RF@ THAT WER_.APPROVED

WUilk_ PRQVIOE. THAT ALL FINES COLLECTE_ A_ A RESULT _F20 ;ONVICTION

nF VTOLATION$

WHvCw OEAL$ HITH UNLAWFUL ENTRY INTO.

CONVICTIDN 0F. VIOLAT!ONS WHICH DEAL@ _ITH UNLAWFUL_ENTRY INTO
V_PRTIO_IAL WUTER5 AN UNLAWFUL HARVESTING OF.MA_INE RESOURCES

ANn SGRAP IRONw SHALL 8E DEPOS_I'ED TO THECREDIT OF THE

nI_TPlCT FISHING AUTHORITY LQAN FUND OF THE DISrRICI INWHICH

_U_H FIN_ !$ IMPOSED, C_B 6-12}; REQLIIRE ALL ,LAND SURVEYS.
TAKEN AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE uF THE OATE OF THE ACT TO

_O_FORM TO-THE LAND PARCEL NUMBERING SYSTEM PROMULGATED BY

R_nULATION$ OF THE DIVISION OF LANDS AND SURVE'Y.Sp ANO
REQUIKE ALL'SURVEY PLATS DRAWN AFTER THE EFFECT:IVE. DATE
OF THE ACT TO BE FILED WITH THE OISTRICT LAND.COMMISSION

PA_E @7 RUHGSAA2792 UNCLAS,

ANn T_E,DIVISION. OFLAND_ AND SURVEYS_ CSB 6-218}I AND

PRnVIUE THAT THE FEES PA_O FOR THE PREPARATION OF C01_RT
• RANSCRZRTS SHALl= BE Paid TO THE COURT REPORTER;OR,OTHeR
PER_GNS PREPARING THE TRANSCRIPT, AND INCREASE THE AMOUNT

_HA_GED FOC THE PREPARATION OF SUCH TRAN$CRIPT$_ [$B 6-23B),

T_O BILL8 _ERE OFFERE_ FRIDAY AFTERNOON, TR_Y WOULO|

nE_LaNE CERTAIN MATTERS PUBLIC RECORDS, AND PROVIDE FO_

fHF RigHT OF.PLIBLIC ACCESS TO THF _AME_ {@B 6-357)_ AND

A NATURALIZATION _PASURE, (SB6-357_,

A RESnLLITTON TO REQUEST-THE U°$° bEPARTMENT OF HOUSIN@

ANI_ URBAN DEVELOPMENT TO ENTER INTOA'N AGREEMEN_ _ITH THE

_ON&RESS OF MICRON_SIA WHERE@Y THE CONGRESS WILL BE RESPONSIBLE

UNC:L:A$ S I F I EO "
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I._GALLY AND FINANCTALLY TO ABSORB COST OVERRUNS IN

_ONSTRUGTION OF HOUSES ANO OTHER RELATEO _OST$ RE@ULTING,
FROM THE IHPLEMENTAT_O_OF THE SPECZAL REMOTE HOU_TN_
PHnGPAM IN THETT. (SJR 6-Q8) WAS OFFERED.
_NnTE TO EDITOPS AN_ N_S _IRECT_R_: FROM NOW UNTIL THE ENn
nF THE ;ONGRE$S SE_STO_ OH MARCH 1, THERE I$ LIKELY TO BE
A NUMBEHOF'MN$ PELEASE$ ATODD TZMES= WE WILL TRY TOKEEP
VOtl AOV_$EOON WHEN TO E_PEC_ THEM),

FO_
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