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(CONGRESS APPROVES WASHINGTON OPFIC_ BTLL) '

SAIPAN w FEB, 29 (MNS)---THE CONGR=SS OF _CRONES_A
HOU3E APPROVED AND SENT TO THE HIGH COMMISSIONER A BILL
TO CREATE AND FUND A MICRONESIAN _ASH_NGTON _F_CE
(SB 6-_25)AFTER IT WAS DELAYED NEARLy SIX T_MES=

BOTH HOUSES MET SUNDAY ( FEBo 29) A_ THE SECOND

PAgE 03 RUHGSAA3370 UNCLAS,
REGULAR SESSION OF THE SIXTH CONGRESS NEARED ;ITS ENU,
SUNDAY WAS THE 49THE DAY OF THE 50-D_Y sESSiON=

WITH THE NECESSITY OF TAKING AT L[Z_ST INITZAL
ACTION ON BILLS iN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATZV!ES SUNDAYp
IT HAS THE MEMBERS OF THE LOWER CHAMk]ER WHO WIERE THE
BU$1ESTw MOLBING A LONG MEETING LATE SUNDAY A!FTERNOON=

SENATE MEMBER5 MET ALSO IN THE AFTERNOON ANO RECESSEDUNTIL MONDAY (MARCH I}=
DURING FLOOR ACTION IN THE HOUSE_ AN AT,rEM'PT WAS

MADE TO POSTPONE ACTION ON THE _ASHINGTON OFFICE BILL=

THAT MOTION MET STRONG OBJECTIONS FROM sUPPORITERS OF THE
BILL,

SPEAKING AGAINST THE BILL _ERE REPs= KUNIW_ NAKAMURA
AND POLYCARP BASILIUS OF PALAUI MARIANAS REPo: HERMAN T,
RALACIOB AND TRUK CONGRESSMAN SASAUO HARIlO=

THEY MAINTAINED THAT THE AMOUNT OF MONEY I_ TOO
"EXCESSIVE" AND THAT THE HOUSE SPEAKER SHOULD APPOINT

A NEW CONFERENCE COMMITTEE TO ATTEMPT TO LCI_ER THE
AMOUNT REQUESTED FROM $_20_000 TO $3_:_QOQ_

PROPONENTS OF THE MEASURE SAID THE _120_ I_ ONLY

PAGE B4 RUHGSAA337Q UNCLAS=
THE "INITIAL COST" TO PURCHASE FURN_TURES_ APPL_ANCE$_
TRAVEL EXPENSES FOR THE "LIAISON UFFICFR" AND HIS
FAMILY. AND OTHER NECESSARY ITEMS FOR THE OFFICE=

REP, HARUO EXPLAINED THAT THE AMOUHT PROV;OEb FOR
IN THE. BILL IS TOO HIGH AND THAT THE MONEY CAN BE USED
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FOR OTHER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS°
REP= NAKAMJRA MAINTAINED THAT _F THE CONGRE$3 GOES

AHEAD AND APPROVED THE BILLo THE FUNDING RE_U%RE_ENT
FOR THE OFFICE NEXT YEAR WILL BE MUCH HIGHER_

REP_ RAYMOND SETIK SPOKE IN FAVOR O? THE B_LLo HE
SAID THERE ARE SOME "ISSUESt PROGRAHS_ AND PROBLEMS
WE_VE HAD IN THE PAST" AND CREATION OF SUCH AN OFFICE
WILL "HELP US" SOLVE SOME OF THESE PROBLEMS AND REDUCE
THE AMOUNT OF TR_PS TO WASHINGTON, "THE _I_@o0B0 REQUEST
IN THE BILL IS THE MINIMUM AMOUNTp" SETZK POINTED OUT_

_N A ROLL CALL VOTE TO ADOPT THE CONFERENCE DRAFTa
THE BILL PASSED 14_6= VOTING AGAINST THE MEASURE ARE8
RIPS= CHIRO A_BERT AND SASAUO HARUO OF TRUK_ POLYC_P
BASZLIUS AND I(UN_WO NAKAMURA OF PALAU_ LOGAN EDWARDS
OF PONAPE AND HERHAN T, PALACIOS OF THE M_RIANA$=

PAGE 05 RUHGSAA3370 UNCLA8,
ALSO APPROVED AND SENT TO THE HIGH COHH_SSIONER

WAS A BILL APPROPRIATING $70u000 TO DEFRAY THE COST
AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES IN HOLDING THE %976 GENERAL
ELECTION FOR MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS OF MICRONE$.IAw
_SB 6"221)o

PASSED AND SENT BACK TO THE SENATE WITH HOUSE
AMENDMENTS WAS A BILL WHICH WOULD PROVIDE FOR CRIMINAL
PENALTY FOR AUTHORIZING OBLIGATIONS IN EXCESS OF
APPROPRIATIONS M_DE BY THE U_S° CONGRESs OR THE CONGRESS
OF MICRONESIA_ _5B 6_329}; A _EASURE _H_CH _DULO ALLOW
ALL HOMESTEADERS TO BORROW MONEY FROH THE DISTRICT
HOUSIN_ AUTHORITIES AND TO USE HOMESTEAD LANDS AS
COLLATERAL TO SECURE _UCHLOANS_ (HB 6_41d)_ AND A
BILL "WHICH WOULD ALLOW PRISONERS'TO S_EK EMPLOYMENT
OUTSIDE OF jAIL$_ {HB 6-a39)+

•HEATED DEBATE ON THE BILL WHICH WOULD GRANT THE
HIGH COMMISSIONERTHE DISCRETION TO OVERRIDE A DECISION
BY ONE OR MORE OFTHE DISTRICT,ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
BOARDS_ WHEN ANY SUCH BOARD OENIES THE ISSUANCE OF A

\, BUSINESS PERMIT TO AN APPL_CANT_ _ND _F THE H_GH
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COMMISSIONER FEELS THAT GRANTING THE PERMIT WOULD
NEVERTHELESS FACILITATE THE ECONOMIC DEvELOPHENT _F
MICRONESIA¢ (SO 6-381)p HIGHLIGHTED tHE SENATE
ACTIVITIES IN ITS EVENING SESSION_ L

SENATOR BORJA OF THE MARIANAS OPPOSED THEiPASSAGE
OF THE BILL SAYING THAT IT IS NOT RIGHT TO G_VE THE
HIGH COMMISSIONER SUCH AN AUTHORITYg SENATDRIOLTER OF
PONAPE ADDED THAT THE ECONOMIC D_VELE]PMENT FOR
MICRONESIA HAS NEVER BEEN THE IDEA OF THE PRFSENT
ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY, HE SAID THAT THE POWER SHOULD
BE IN THE DISTRICT TO FACILITATE DECENTRALIZATION OF
THE GOVERNMENT= i

SENATOR SALII OF PALAU SUPPORTED THE BILL ISAYING
THAT ':WE ALL KNOW THAT THE DISTRICT _DARD$ DQ NOT KNOW
THE WAYS IN WHICH THE BOARDS HAVE BEEN VERY _EGATIVE
TO OUTSIDE INVESTMENT WITHOUT KNOWING THAT THESE
INVESTMENT COULD DEVELOP OUR ECONOMY=. SALII ICONCLUDEO
BY SAYING THAT "IF WE WANT TO DEVELOP QuR ECONOMYp LET
U8 GIVE IT TO THOSE WHO HAVE THE _KNIJw HO_" _ND THE
MONEY=" ACTION ON THE BILL WAS DEFERRED=

EOT
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FURTHER DISUNITYw SETZK CDNCLIIOEDv WDULr_ _i_AN THAT
MZCRONESZA WOULD LOSE CONTROL OF THE VAsT PACiFiC AREA AND
TURN ZTS SCATTERED ZSLAND5 ZNTO "PREY TO TF1E _REAT P_WER$
AND ZNFLUENCE8 OF THE WORLD,"
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