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"' " ASSISTANT SECIilt'TAIIY OF 01EFIENTdE

_' March 16, 1976
In reply refer to

....... ._ ........... 1-21120/]6 _/) / _ /_qj

MFHORAt,IDU,, FOR THE CHAIf(;',AII,JOINT CHIEFS 0F STAFF _" ¢'O

SUBJECT: Micronesian Political Status Negotiations (U)

IS) On 28 January 1976, the ItSC Under Secretaries Committee was re- (_ _'_

quested tO undertake a review of U.S, policy tOv_ard the future status -/ .J

of Hicronesia (leSs the KortP, crn i;arlanas), including instructic, ns to /% II
the President's Personal Representative for ;4icronesian Status I_go- I

-tiations. This study has progressed to the pOint wd_ere the fol lowing

iSSUeS and questions require consideration by the Joint Chiefs of Staff: _¢_x\ - Previous instructions authorized the President's P¢rsonal Repre-

sentative to make an independence offer co the ,_icronesians anytime he v/_
ccmsldered it advisable. The draft Co¢lstitutiOn produceO by the Congress

of Hlcronesia durin 0 the last half of C'/ 1975 strongly emphasizes klicro- _'_

nesian Sovereignty and the apparent desire to establish a treaty relation-

ship with the United SKates. Can any treaty relationship, in lieu of the _')

Compact of Free Association, be accepted by the United States Government

without undue risk tO our national security interests in tlicroflesia?f _.)
- Assuming chat it is desirable _, from a defense perspective, to I ;

___ maintain full U.S. authority over a|l_l matters related to the foreign J_
affilirs and defense of Hicronesia, the patrol of territo¢ial waters and

fishing zones in t'dcronesia is likely_ to be a U-S. respOnsibility. Givenan expanded 200 mile fishing zone, can the _lilitary _rvices perform this

patrol mission satisfactori)y with assets currently av4ilable to PACOrI?

A_ present, {;he Guam Search and Rescue (SAR) Sector includes host

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. In June 197_, CINCPAC

directed that CINCPACFLT coordinate _ith COP1CGO 14 to ensure a transfer
of Guam SAR Sector responsibilities to the U.S. Coast G_rd on an orderly.

time-phasea t)asis. What progress is being mad_ in these discussions and

++'_ when can DOD expect to be relieved of these civil SAR responsibilities by
• the U.S. Coast Guard?

(_ (U) I would llke to receive your response to the foregoing questi_.s by

._.,,.. I April 1976.

ASD/ISA Harry E. Becgold
Cler.sltJed by ................................... Acting Assistant Secretary

I 'SUBJECT _'O GENERAL DECLASSIFICAI'|O_I SCHED'JL£ OF_EXJ[CUIIVE ORDER 11G52. AU_OS_ATICALLY _O;',;ICR_I:ED _f-_-

t

t

-'- IO--B4,3'7 66
i


