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ITEMS#REMARKS

I believe there is less t_ this than meets the
eye. I understand that Frank Palacios has been

in contact with Benitez to get the latter's

assistance in recruiting personnel for the new
Commonwealth, but I doubt that this involves

any commitment on the part of the MPSC or the MDL.

Glimpses of Guam" is a Hilton Hote_andout.
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SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (UPI) - Jose A. Benitez, former U.S.
- - ' • Deputy High Commissioner to the Trust Territory (_.[') has

." L, been asked to formulate an economi c development program foF the
Northern Marianas.

The No_thern Mariana Islands, are expected to become a U.S.
, commonwealth and possibly an associatestate along the lines of

Puerto Rico. "
Benitez said be was asked to develop the program by Francisco

T. Palacios, president of the Free Associate State Movement of the
Marianas.

He said he welcomed the request and "will do all in my power to
help and cooperate with the Marianas in this respect."

i Benitez, who was appointed deputy high commissioner by the
,, late President Kennedy, said he was meeting with Puerto Rican

government officials, indtLstrialists, bankers and economists to put
together a technical assistance mission to the Marianas.

He said he was al._;otrying to organize investment:s there.
"When a people freely votes, like that or"the Marianas did, to

associate with the Unii.cd States, and the election is supervised by
I the United Nalhms, it is imp_ssible to reject it," he said.

Benitez said he formulated the project for converting the
Marianas into an a:;:_ciate state along tt=e lines of Puerto Rico
while deputy I"I' higi_ commissioner.

i Envoys from the __;u'i:uras have visited Puerto Rico many times
to study the ._,latu.'__i' he i_land, he said.
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