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President Ford yesterdaysigneda measuregiving

self..governing comraonweal_h status to 2_ _arianas
islands in the western Pacific, _he scene o_bitter fight-

ing d_ring Worldo_!arH._tL the first n_w territory the United States has ac-
qulred ,in51years. The IVIarmnashad been administer-
ed by tae UnitedStates since World War H as a United
Nations trusteeshi[_.

U.S. eiffzenship will be available to the 14,500inhabi-
tants, who will lorrnulate their own constitution and
_overnment but who will no_be able to vote in presi-e.-,:i:i z',ce:,i_r.s.TheUaited States wiil ret-_in auh_or-
ity over foreign affairs and defense matters for the is-
lands.

La4 _'.ne7g.l_percent of the peopleof the Mari,,nasvo._d in a plebiscite in favor ooc_,_,,aw_akh 4atus,
and it was approved by both the Hcus_ aad Senate.


