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Hay 12, 1976

vlemorandun
Tos acting Director of Territcrial Affoics
From: Solicitor's Progrem Attornay

Bivision of General Law o

Gubject: bNorthern ieriana Islands Citdzenship

In resgonse to the question pesed by your memorsadua dated April 23, 1976,
and those posed by the letter from Acting Pesident Cozzissioner of ¢hz
Herthern ilzriens Islauds dated dpzii 8, 1978, forwarded with your memo-

randun, we have tho folloving corments.
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authority vested 4n the executive cffice. ~Prior to April 1, 1978, the
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arlena Islend Zistrict was vested 4o tho

Congress of lcronesia and, concurrcatly, the execuriva autierity
therein was held by the izh Coumissioner. But, effcceive April 2, 1975,
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Territory; aor cza the Copgress of Micvromeslic ard

Question . Kould actlon by the Govermment of the
Northern Mariana Islands conferring citizenship
therein upon en iedividual meke thet indivicual a
citizen of the Trust Territory? Conversely, can the
GCovernment of the Trust Territory, by action grantiug
citizership therein, confer upon an individuel citi-
zenship in the Borthern Mariana Islands?

Our enswer to each of the above questions, and the reasons therefor,
are ths sane. Ths conferring of citizenship upon an individual by
either of the governmentsl ontitfes in question would not additionslly
confer upon that individual the citizenship of the other govermment.

It seems clear from the Covenant between the United States and the people
of the Northern Marians Islands thst the Covenaat was to go as far as
possidle toward severing the Northern Mariana Islands from the rest o
the Trust Territory and toward establishicg a separate governmental
entity. The Acting Sscretery of the Interior echoed this tone in hizs
Crders Ho. 2989 and 2918 wherein vwere cotablished ceparate exacutive eni
legislative offices for the two areas in questicn. Only the terms ol
the Trusteeship Agreement preventad the grantiog of full commerveaiil
status to the Horthers Mariara Islands.

Because the intent evidenced in the current relzticmship of tuls couatly
to the Rerthern aricna Islands 4s ¢o treas ther as a componwealll ifuzu-
far ss the Trustceshiy Agrecment will aliow, 1t 1s ouy soneliusicn Shat
40 the matter of sraniing of eitizensiic the suze approsch should Goie
trol. Therafose, se alicn grented citlzaveblpz iy che Coveromers ol che
Northerp Prrdans Islands will not therglt sooowe o citizes off tas Luust
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Marisna Islands satisfles the given time deadline, a3 well sz thie otaer
condizions of cone of the classes, he will cot automatically gailn United
States citizenship. [ach case, of course, tmst ba exawined individually
and evaluated in 1ight of the terzs of the Covenant. 1t is, therefore,
irpessible to give an ebsolute answer to your question. It would eppesr,
however, that the temporal limitations 4in Scction 301 are quite rigid
and that few, if any, persons who gain citizemship in the liortiera
Marione Islands turcugh action of the Legislature and the Resident
Cormisasicner will be eligible for asutomatic conferral of United States
citizenship under the Covenant.

Should you have furthor questioss wvegarding this nmatter, please feel
fres to contact me. :

/s/

John G. Dekoster
Solicitor’s Program Attorney

Approved: //3;//

C. Brewster Chapman, Jr.
Asaistent Solicitor, Terxritozries
Pivision of Ceneral Lav
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