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•:; SUBJECTI NORTHERN Mt_RIANAS CONSTITUTI(_N_L CONVENTION BILL
! _.o NORTHERN HARIANAS CONCON BII, L L_AS PASSED BY NORTHERN HARIA_;A

!_ |SLANDS LEG|_LAT. URE (NHIL) MAY _,8 AF'TEF! ALHOST FOUR WEEKS OF SHAR_
:_ DEBATE AND MANY CHANGES _ND COMPROHISES,

2, MAiN ISSU_ DE_,AY.ING PASSAGE WAS I-;ETHOD OF SELECTING DELEGATES,#
DEBATE WAS HEATED AS AACH SENATOR ADVOCATED HIS PREFERRED HETHOD.

: FIRST DRAFT HAD PROPOSED 37 DELEGATES BE SEL_CTE_J AT LAR_,E BY-. o

: HUNICIPALITY, MANY FELT THIS HETHOD HOULD NOT ENSURE ADEQUATE
CAROLINIAN REPRESENTATIONHAT CONCON WHILE OTHERS FELT'IT

• DISCRIH|NATED AGAINST-CAt'D|DA'_ES WHO HERE NOT WELT KNOWN THROUGHOUT
," [SLA_D, BILL AS FINALLY PASSED STATES THAT 25 DELEGATES FROH SA|PAN
_._ HILL BE ELECTED AT LARGE _[TH THREE TOP CAROLINIAN VOTE-GETTERS,!
L: AUTOMAT[C,_LLY BECOMING DELEGATES, SOHE LEGISLATORS OBJECTED TO

RECOGNITION O.r ETHNIC DZViS|O_S IN MARIANAS AND SAID ALL PEOPLE SHOUL
. D
: DE TREATED $]HPLY AS hC'I:TI|EENS OF NORTHERN HARIA_JAS. p DELEGAOTS FROM

OTHER ISLANDS TINIAN .[5), ROTA (8} AND NORTHERN ISLANDS (1) WILL BE '
ELECTED AT LARGE FROM EACH ISLAND,

- 3, TINIAN AND ROTA, WITH _.3 DELEGATES, ARE GREATLY OVERREPRESENTED
IN PROPORTION TO POPULATION, SMALLER ISLANDS INSISTED ON THIS
PROPORTION TO PROTECT THEIR INTERESTS AND SAIPANESE LEGISLATORS AQREE
D
IN ORCER TO EXPEDITE PASSAGE OF" BILL WITH LEAST ANIHOSITY, THIS
_RRA{,jGEMENT WILL GIVE SMALLER ISLANDS VETO POWER TO CONVENTION SINCE
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: CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS HUST PASS BY :_/4 HAJOR|TY.
4o ELECTION I_ILLBOHKE PLACE JULY 12, _,97_, H|TH RESIDENT COHHISS|ONE

" R

ACTING AS ELECTION COHHZSS[ON_R,
!= 5, A PRECONVENT|ON COHH]TTEE |S CALLED FOR CONSISTING OF SPEAKER OF

NHXL AND DELEGATES FROH SAIPAN, ROTA_ AND TIt_IANI TO ORGANIEE CO,ICON
N|TH CGOPERAT|ON OF OFFICE FOR TRANS[T_ON STUDIES AP4D F_HIL AND TO SET
DATE FGR_N_ENING OF CONCOt,I_ IJHICH HUST BF. PRIOR TO AUGUST 2_ _,076e"

, FORA _rESSION P_OTLONGER THAN 5_ CONSECUT|V_ DAY,_;
; 6t DURING HEAR_NG3_ 5.EVERAL PROHINENT C_T_EEN$ OUEST|ONED LARGE SI_E

AND LOPJ.GDURATION OF GONCON ASKING HHETHE._ IT FI|_HT NOT _E POSSIE_[,,E
: TO DO IT I=ESSE_(PEt_,_SIVELY, THESE OBJECTiOnS3 NER_ UNSUCCr_S_FUL,

7, COP'CON |S CHARGED HITI.4 DRAFTING A CONST|TU'_'[(_ IN CONFORHITY HITH
C.OHHONHEAI.TH COVENANT PReVIDING FOR A 9ILL OF RIGMT$_ AND A REPUBLICA

I N

+ FORH OF GOVERNHENT HITH T_REE SEPARATE BRANCHES.

_); UPON COHPEET|ON OU CONVENTION, AND AFTER NOT HORE THAN _.2_ DAYS,
RESIDENT COHI_Ic;$IONER'SHALL CONDUCT POLITICAL EDUg_TION CAHPAIGN AI;dO•
CA_L A REFERENDUH,

/ 9= CONST|_'UT|ON HILL BE DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN RATIFIED [Ir.AppROVED BY
' 6B PERCENT OF" PEOPLE CA.SgXNG VOTES AND HOULD THEN BE SENT TO USG .F.OR

APPROVAL,
$(_, FINANCIAL FUNDtHG t_ILL COHE FROH $_(_(: P_OVXDED IN BILL AND
FUI_DS AVAII.L._LE PROH OFFICE OF TRANSITION STUDIES; HIL AND OFFICE
FOR TRANS.|TION 5TUD|.E5 WILL PROVIDE STAFF SUPPORT; BERGESEN

OIl


