
..._:, between the islandsof Mlcronesia'and_this'¢ountry_':

: mbling Trust : :::, providingawellthought-out._andcohereht-;.program;f0r_" - politicalautonomy and'econ0micddve!0i_ent(of'th,ese
:'..-. . " _.__.._d_i./_'"5:',Y_:'_. , ..:...:" . • _ . ' _ .

!::'_; "-" .:_flr_t" biiter-fmitsof Washingtontsshort-sighted diverseislandsinvoluntaryassociafioh:Withthe.united'='-- states.? :_ ,
-::.. _us'iasm forsi_littingofftheNorthernMarianaislands _ " ; __''" :' " ''_""_'"_':::'_-_!'

!ii'i?!i : -frdm"therestofthd.far-flungPacificTrustTerritoryare_ "Unfortunately',even pri0z"tocompleting:thiscompact,"
;;_i .... theNixonand FOrdAdministrations-undei_'str0ngPen_-
•_,_.. -_iowshowingup inthe corridorsof the UnitedNations.......... gon influence--succumbedto:the separatist!nterestsofI
':_5-,i Trusteeship•Council..A delegationfrom the Marshall
'/'_'-" " Islands.andPalauhas arrivedto ask foreventualinder the NorthernMarianas,encouragingthem ,zoaccepta".
.:!'_::" -. . vague "commonwealth"status unde_ American sorer--
:;,"_. Pendencefronithe United States but immecfia_inis- ' .......... ':,

• - eignty--a far closer relatmnsh_p than_:would ernst with,,;
.,_:._ ._rationof therelatively prosperous Marshalls , . . "•.,_ the rest of. Micronesia. Once that chink, inthegradually ......
_,-_,_, . and Palaufrom theirpoorerislandneighbors...... " formed unity of the Pacific islar_ds had.been permitted, i:.
-_ : _-The long-range strategyof the-separatistsrunsdirectly_._!_. ._. -......... further separatist ambitions .w_re.virtuallyinevitable. ':

_!i_! " Counter.,to current Umted States pohcy of forging a
_o:o @brRiiig unity in the American-administered Pacific The United States record of trusteeship in the Pacific _,:;_" _,_....... is not a noble one ,over the postwar decades, .but in the _.
;,:_:,_ _ tsl_dsLscene of.bztterly remembered combat of World last few years a seemingly genuine attempt has been
'::_ W_i_H_-_-AboUt. a month ago, White House negotiators made to Stake out apolitical evolution which, would leave ,.
_;:_'- " ..initialed.thelong-awaitedCompact on Free Association_:"._ - these islands.:: economically and:strategiCally viable,

:_;,".! _r_::,u,.:; ._ /? ..... Trus{Territo_y0fthe [ " autonomous yet closely associated.with theUnited States.

•:_:_.i e'?'_'",v.s.a_,,./_,.- paclhclelandl ] The newly initialedcompact provideg:_for'h:plebiscite
• ' _::_.*:::::_:i::,_::::_. . . _.+:.. throughout the Trust Territgry. (excluding fhe Northern.

" ...... _1_ _:;::!_.i_::_::!ii:_:_:_ii_II ...._i::i!::!iii:;l: Marianas); any island district which.failed to prov|de-'.";>;_ : . ... I_! i§!iii_:::i!!,_:_. _i__ at least 55 percent support for the federated statp _ogld._ ,
!,_:.,_ :.: !iii_::.!:i!ili_i:?::... i._:::i:::_:b:,i:!_:i;i!_:::_i;iiil;i_ii:_ , -: no_ be required to join ..... '
_:_,:-.' v /ll.,_. _ It would have been farbetter if the'Northern Marianas

_.I _.._ .... had been included in this plebiscite; which is likely to _
' : _." -- :..%::::: :i.?__ z.,:;--. " _:... '...::: .....

_:.., _,,.'S'... . take place early next year. The admittedly, strong sepa-
:.:_._ ._ _: ._ amr - ratistsentimentinthoseislandscouldhave been"duly .-

' . ':'# _ :::!:i_i_'?' . • . " -i:::"_ ' ". • ,,' •
:::.. Pac_ O_n._: i... expressed in an orderly• process, _fully consistent with

,.::-_ [_ m_ _ ,..: . . ,f ). :- . the United Nations manda_e,_.,without. .............being.allowed to._
:,{_!:_'"_,:..+:.:i'6_ _A.PUA-NEV'GUINEA ':''"'._

J" "- _: _:" ........ "_'" "'I,' "_"."_:" I* :"::::.': I, stand as a special precedent" Since_it is:t°° late t°und°- j._?
that political blunder, at least the separatists of the..

:-_i_i -" _"; Marshallsand Palaushouldnot beencouragedtofrag-.
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