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Marine Resources - 2644

PRTaft
ACLiotta
BCRashkow ch
90-4-03
Octater 19, 1976

Lopied from original
mate-ial in the
Georgetown Univ. Library

br. Fred W, Zader, 1 Not to be reproduced

. Director of Territorial Affairs without specific
Department of tha Interior toainn 3 .
Department of th2 Inte ermission
: . ~n ’ m .
dashington, D.C. 20249 p writing

Dear Hr. Zeder:

Thank you for vour letter of October 7, 1976, notifying
me of the October 21, 1976 meeting of the Interagency Territorial
Assistance Conmittee. Uafortunately, I will bLe unable o attend
the moeting., However, I have asked iir. Zruce C. Rashiow of ny
staff to atiend in my place.

You indicated in your lefter that the Agenda will focus
on- the Nortaern Harianas, particularly the Covenant, Sscrctarial Or-
der 2329, and the Statement preparad by the Assistant Solicitor for
Territories on "Clarification of Federal Programs and Services fo be
Made Available to the Horthern iarianas as Specified in the Covenant.®

The Covenant is a lengtay and complex document dealing
with a sensitive subject. As you are no doubt auare, nany nuastions
may arise as hoth we and the Sovernment of the arianas seek Lo imple-
ment the provisions ¢f thet docurent. Attaciied are soue praliminary
comments on.the Statement prepared by the Assistant 3olicitor for
Territories. As these comments indicate, we differ with the conclu-
sions contained in that Statement. Although these differences do not
appear to be sfanfficant in the present context, they may provs sige=
nificant in other contexts. .Hloreover, other agencies m2y have other
perhaps rore cinnificant aifferences or raise other rolated problems,

In your letter you vequested us to sulmit a comarehensive
and dascriptive lstiny of prograns, by law and titles, adzinistered
by the Department of Justice, which riay be made availatie to the
Northern Mardenas in accordance with the Covepant, MYe are s5till in
the process of evaluating which of our programs sy be pade availahle
+0 the Korthern Harianas. Of course, the answars to this quastion de-
pend in part on the positicn that the Executive drancy takes on the

|]- 424755

ot
5



»" @':; 1 [}

iy K ' & Z :

5 RN W ~’

,;1; - 2 -

';g sections of the Covenant examined in tha Statement that fs to be dis-

) cussed at the meeting on Thursday, October 21, 1578, tlienatheless, we

et hope to distribute a preliminary listing at that meeting.

@ Finally, the Covenant provides for a nusher of actions

E* which are of interest to the Department of Justice. These include

S the following:

i

1 1. Implementation of section 594, Commission on Fodoral

o Laws;

=N ~ 2. lLegislation to organize the Bistrict Court for the

F.. . ‘dorthern Marfena Islends. Provision for the eppointment of District

-7 Judge, United States Attorney, Unfted States larshal, and their terms,

Provision, as suogested irn the Report of the frafting Committee, for
the appointment to these positions of the corresponding Federal offi-
cers on Buam, Secticn 401;

3. Goternination of wirich provisions of Froderal law and
of the Constitution of the lorthern HMariana Islands should be suspended
pursuant to saction 1004 until the terwinaticon of the Trusteashipn.

ve would like to discuss thaese matters with the Committee
at some time in the near future, O

Sincerely,
Peter A, Taft
. Assistant Attorney Cenerval
e Land and Hatural Rescources Division
3 i oM Orig'ma\
Copled iro
gterial 1B the
Georgetow?d
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