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Dear l.lr.Zeder:

Thank ::oufor your letter of October 7, 197_o notifying
me of the October 21, 197_ ._eetln9of the InteragencyTerritorial
AsslstaaceCci,_.,ittee,Unfortunately,! ,,;illbe uJ:a_.leto attend

'?_ the heating. However, I have asked !ir._rucc C. P..ashko_'of F_y

J
staff to attend in my place.

You indicatedin your letter tt_atthe PC.:mda_lll focus
the Covenant,SecretarialOr-on-the )IorthernY.:arianas,particularly "

..# der 2]_9, and the Statem.,entprepared t;ythe Assistant Solicitorfor
-::<' Territorieson "Clarificationof Federal Progra:_Jsand Servicesto be

14adeAvailableto the t_orthern;,larianasas Specifiedin the Covenant."

I The Covenant is a lengthyend co.:,._plexdocu.:._.entdealin.]
with a sensitive subject. As you are no ,:ou},tat,are,nany ,,:_,*';o_
m._yarise as both _;eand ti_e_overn',1_nt of the T!arianasseei._ to i_p!e-
r_nt th_ provisionsof that docu:_ent.Attaci:edare _o-:.,epreliminary
con_entson.the StateT,ent prepared by the AssistantSolicltorfor
Territories: As thes__co,-_entsindicate,_v._differ _Yitbthe conclu-
slons contained in that State_.,_ent.Although these dlfference_;do _iot
appear to be significantin the present context, they [:;ayprove sig-
nificant in other +_-....con,.=._, t-loreover,other agenciesv__vhave other
perhaps_ore significantdifferencesor raise other relate.4probl_'.,s.

In your letter you requestedus to su_r,.:ita co_prehensive
and descriptivelis _ "t,n.,of pro.,.)ra_._sohy law an_ title_,adni_}fstered
by the Dep-ar_entof Justice, _hich n._ybe ma::!,_availat:leto the
_rthern !4arianasin accordancewith the Cove_;ant,)'$e_re still in
the processof evaluatin..-I_,_Ichof our prod)ramsF'aybe ,_•xadeavailable
to the Northern!4arlanas.Of course, the answers to this question de-
pend in part on the positionthat the Executivei)ranchtake_ o,_the

"_C_--_'_ _" _._
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'_ sectionsof the Covenant_xa_inedin the Stateme_tthat is to be dis-
....,.,, cussedat _.,e• meetingon Thursday,October21, 197C. t(c,netheless,we
C_. hope to distributea preliminarylistingat that meetinc..
:_"
i:

)'i Finally,the Covenantpr_wldes for a nu_:,herof actio_}s
i which are of interestto the Depart:.;entof Justice. These include
_ the followlng:

,i

•;i_ " I. Implementation of sect|on 59a. _o..ml.,.,ion on Federal
-._' Law_,;
.(

:'_ 2. Legislationto organize the DistrictCourt for the
" NorthernMarlana Islands. Provisionfor the _ppolntmentof District
-" - Oudme,United States Attorney,United (.ta'.es"._-'_'-__nu-" their terms

_§ - . .

:_. Provislm_,as suggestedin the Reportof the OraftingCo_r._ittee,for
the appointmentto these positionsof ti_ecorrespondingFederaloffl-

_, cers on Guam. Section401;

• 3. Geterr,,inatlon of which provisions ,.',f Federal lay: and
of the Constitutionof the ,iortl:erni-_arla,}aIslands_houldbe suspended

i pursua:}tto sectionI00_ until the _.erminaticnoF th_ Trusteeship.

• ,';ewould like to discussthese matterswith the Co_-_._Ittee
@
•._ at some ti_e in the near future. .........

= Sincerely,

Peter _. Taft
AssistantAttorn_.yGeneral

- Land and _atural .,(._o_""_rc..s,"Division
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