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CHANGES FOR STYLE, O_
", ] _ XFCO)_SISTr.,NC_ AND CLARITY

• . RECOMMENDED BY THE CONSULTANTS

ARTICLE III: THE EXECUTIVE BP_ANCH

OF GOVERNMENT
1

Section t: Executive Power. .The executive power Of

the Commonwealth shall be vested in a governor who shall '

be responsible for the faithful exec_.tion of the laws. "

Section 2: Qualificatio-_'*_of the Governoro The

governor shall be qualified I:o vote in the Conunonwealth,

at ].east thirty years of age,., and a resident and. domiciliary

of the Conumonwea].tI_ for a_ least seven, years immedia£ely "
• . , ,. -" ., / ' .. j- •

w<- . " • "" ;:'" ,:_>j.

preceding the date on whicb..-the govern:or %akes office. A

........ -- - ......................... .'"........... ....-1-"=....-'-:

by law. No person eonvic%ed of a felony"<_{"%he Cormm6nwealtlh

or in. any area under the jurisdiction of the United States

• .'t'.•

shall be eligible for this office unless a, full pardon has

beeh granted J " .-

_-_'-- 3: _z_uu_ _uv_J. llua A x_e lieutenant

governor shall have the same qualificationsas reguired for

the office of governor and w_'kl_-_he-qua_g£ea_oas-p_ese_._bed ..

_n-sec_£-c_n-9 shall perform those duties assigned by the governor
.°.

or provided by law. whenever the office of lieutenant governor

is vacant, the governorshall appoin_ a successor with the

advice and consent of the senate. ..

Section 4: ',Joint Election of. %he. Go£,ernor and _he

Lieutenant'Governor. '-"The goverl]or and lieutenant governor

_C u_d at -_g_ within the Commonwealth _%-c_-_egu_a_
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_ for a term of office of four yea.rs. The governor and

lieutenant governor shall be elected jointly 9o_-a-_e_m-o_

_o_-yea_s with eachvoter casting a single vote applicable

to both offices. No person shall be elected governor more
h

4 ' .

than three times.

Q
ti ti _-= ,i ....._ ....

Sac on 5: Compensa o ...... ".....

__-__m_ The governor s_e_ and the lieutenant

governor shall each receive an annual salary e_-eweney-_BmB--_

eho_sen@-do_egs-an@-eNe-_eaee_en£-_eve_ne_-e_-a_nue_-sa_y-

'J_- reasonable allowances fgr'expenses as_may-_e p_0'vided[by._aw.

Upon the recommendation of the advisory commission on executive,

legislative and judicial compensation-e_e_{e_ pr0vided for

by article II_.e{-{h_s-ee_se_{_£_en7 section .!i the legislature

may _ncrease or decrease the salary of the governor's or

lieutenant governor s-sa_e_y-p_ev_e£7-_oweve_7-%ha£ ne_ehe_

Neither salary shall be increased or _m_s_e_ decreased

during a term of office, ehe-_e_-_-wh_eh-ehe-_e_ne_

o_-_e_£e_e_-_eve_e_-she_-ha_e-bee_-e_ee_e_

Section 6: P_eh_e_en-en Other Government Employment

The governor or lieutenant governor iaynotserve in a_y-eehe_

another Commonwealth government position or receive any compensation

for performance of h_s official duties or from any governmental

body except as provided by section 5. The legislature -. -.
;



"shall enact'a code of conduct for the governor,

lieutenant governor and heads of executive departments to

_e_e that includes a requirement of disclosure of financi_l

or e£he_ personal interests en& sufficient to prevent

conflicts of interest in the performance of official duties.

Section 7: Succession to the Governorship. In

case ob the removal, death or resignation of the governor,

the lieutenant governor shall become governor. If the

offices Of governor and lieutenant governor are both vacant,

the president of the senate Shall become acting governor. An

acting governor who assumes office when more th-_n 6ne_ye@r

remains in the term shall serve only Until a governor is

chose]_ in a special eiection as provided by law, ..

section 8: Absence or Disability of the Governor.

a) When the governor is physicallyabsent from

the Commonwealth, the lieutenant governor shall•be •acting

governor. If the lieutenant governor is also absent or is

otherwise unavailable, the president of the senate shall be "•

acting governor. ._

b) When the governor is unable to discharge the

duties of his office by reason of _m_eaehme_£-e_-e£he_-d_sab_&_ey7

_ne_n@-bHe-ne£-_m_eed-£e physical or mental disability, the

lieutenant governor shall beacting governor. If the lieutenant

governor is unavailable, _o-se_e the _e_-o_-s_eeess_n ,.

£o-ehe-e_ee-o_ president of the senate shall be acting,

• " I " • ill "'[
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governor she_-_e-ehe-same-es-_{-£he-geve_mer-we_e-physiea_y

_bseme-_om-ehe-eemmonwee&eh. If the person next in succession

to the governor has reason to believe that the governor is

0

unable to discharge £he duties of his office, that person

shall inseam file a petition to declare a vacancy with the

Commonwealth appeals court or the United States District Court

if no Commonwealth appeals court has been created hnder article

!_, section 3L e_-a_£_e_e-_V= The court s_a_-have has

original and exclusive am4-_na_ jurisdiction to determine all

questions regarding the disability of the governor7 and

the existence of a vacancy in the office of governorL and

Section 9: Executive em4-A4m_n_se_ee_e Functions.

b_ _) The governor shall p_epe_e-e_a submit to the

legislature a proposed annual budget for the following fiscal year.

The proposed budget shall describe e_ anticipated revenues of the

Commonwealth and _hal_-_ne_ude-_eeemme_ded-_e_s_a_en-w_h-_espeee

go-ga_ag_oR-gg-_eee_se_y=--_he-_dge£ shai_ice_se _ecom_end
:

expenditures of Commonwealth funds• In preparing the proposed budget,

the governor shall consider submissions madebythe mayors of Saipan,

Rote, Tinian and the Northern Islands as to .the budgetary needs of those

I/'._'_I _ islands_ The governor's submission to the legislature with respect to the '

\
k_.../ _shall state the governor's disposition of the budgetary requests of

eseh _ mayor= and shall include recommended-legislation with respect to

_.'7.471 "
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taxation if necessary. A_e_-_pp_e_ If a budget is approved by the

legislature, the governor may not _ep_eg_am reallocate appropriated funds

except as provided by law. If the a budget is not approved before the

s_ae_-_-_ee first day of the fiscal year, _ appropriations for government

operations and obligations shall be eem_m_e_ at the level for the previous

fiscal year.

e_ b) The governor shall report at least annually to

the legislature regarding the affairs of the Commonwealth and _eeemme_@img

new measures he-eoms_de_s that are necessary or desirable.

t

d_ j) The governor shall have the power to.grant

j "
• .. . J •

reprieves, commutations and p_rdons after conviction fora_ offenses -_

after consultation with a board of parole to be created by law_ p_ev_ded T

Neweve_-eN_ T_his power shallnot apply to impeachments p_-_o-memeve_s

_e_ew_mg-_mpeaehmem_s_

Section i0: Emergency Powers e#-_e-@eve_me_. THe governor

sha_-have-_he-pewe_-ee may declare a state of emergency in the case

of invasion, civil disturbance, natural disaster or other calamity and .

0

may mobilize a_ available resources to respond to that emergency.

Section ii: Attorney General. The governor shall appoint an

attorney general with the advice and consent of the senate. The attorney

general shall be responsible for providing legal advice to the governor

and executive departments, representing the Commonwealth in all legal

matters, and prosecuting violations of Commonwealth law.
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Section 12: Public Auditor. The governor shall appoint a

public auditor with the advice and consent of each house of the legis-

lature. The public auditor shall audit the receipt, possession and

disbursement of e_ public funds by the executive, legislative and

judicial branches of the g_vernment, any instrumen£a!ity of the Common-

wealth, or any agency of local government and shall perform other duties

as provided by law. The public auditor shall report _e-_md_mgs to the

legislature and the governor at least once every year and s_eh this

report shall p_emp_y be made public promptly. The public auditor may be

removed only for cause and with the concurrence of two-thirds of the

members of each house of the legislature. In the event that'there is a.

vacancy in the office of public'auditor, the presiding Officer .of_the "_:

senate _ha_ appoint a temporary public _uu±Lu_-__......who _L_I serve U£LL±±

_e-ge_e_e_-eppe_a_e-e-s_eeesse_-w_e_-_e-e_v_ee-_ee_se_-e_-_e

Seg_&e_e_e= the vacancy is filled..

Section 13: Department of Education. The legislature

shall establish a department of education which shall be headed

by a superintendent of education appointed by a representative

board Of education. The _overnor shall appoint the members of

the board of education s_a_-_e-app_n_ed-_y-_he-Nove_no_ for a

term of four years with the advice and consent of the senate, sn_

The board of education shall formulate policy and exercise

control over the public school system through the superin£endent.

The composition of the board of education and other matters

pertaining to its operations and duties shall be provided by

law. '
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Section 14: Heads of Executive Departments. Each

principal departmentshall be under the supervision of the

governor and, unless otherwise provided in this Constitution

or by law, shall be headed by a single executive. The governor

may shall appoint the.heads of executive departm6nts with the

advice and consent of the senate. The governor: may remove

, the heads of executive departments. Th_ governor may at any

time require information in writing or otherwise from the

og£gee_s head of any administrative department, office or agency

of the Commonwealth. /

Sectfon 15: Executive a_£-A_m_n_s_:_e%_en Branch -

Departments. A_ Executive an_iadm_n_s£_a%_ve branch offices,
. . ,.,

agencies and instrumentalities of the Commonw@alth.government,

and their respective function@7-pewe_s and duties shall be

allocated by law among and within not more than fifteen principal
f •

departments so as to group them as so far as practicable

according to major purposes. Regulatory, quasi-judicial and

temporary agencies need not be a_eeeee_-w_hin a part of a

principal department. _e-_e_s_a_e_sha_yq_aw-p_ese_e

The functions7 pewees and duties of the principal departments

and of a_ other agencies of the Commonw_aIth an£ shall be

as provided by law. may The legi.slature from time to time

ma_a_ reallocate offices, agencies and instrumentalities among

the principal departments, and may'change their functions7

pewees and duties. The governor may make smeh those changes

'2474



in the allocation of offices, agencies and instrumentalities

and in the allocation of their functions7 powers and duties

as he-considers are necessary for efficient administration.

If s_eh t__hes____echanges affect existing law, they shall be set

forth in executive orders which shall be £ubmitted to the

legislature and shall become effective sixty days after

submission, unless specifically modified or disapproved by

a majority of" the members of 'each house of the legislature.

Section ].6: Civil Servic__ .The legislature

shall provide for a non-partisan and independent civil service

commission to establish and ,administer the personnel policies -

applicable to positions in _-.executive_=: : _:'.'.inis_L__l"

_j_ branches except those" that are fil-16d_by election or e__". ",'r

\_by the governor_ D Appointments and promotions within the

d'_ _ -civil service" shall be based on merit and fitness emonsurated by

examination orby other evidence of competence.

Section -I_:17.: ],Pu.blic. Ser,.v:ices.

a) The
governor may delegate--{0.._ the mayor

elected under the provisions of see£_en-9-e£ article VI,

section 2, responsibility for the execution of Conm_onwealth

laws and the adminis__ration of public services in the island

or islands in which the mayor has been elected provided,

however, that services being provided on a decentralized
r

basis in Rote and Tinian'on the effective date-of this

Constitution shall continue to be provided on this basis

 ';475
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unless the governor personally certifies after public

hearing on the island involved that such decentralization ,.

is inconsistent with the efficient and economica! delivery

of services. . .

I( _ _'_/ b) Public services on Rot_, Tinian

I__/_l_m°_O__=l-_n shall be supervise d by a resid!nt-

department head in the departments provld±ng such services.

appointed by the head of the executive branch department

with the advice and consent of the majority of the represen-

tatives and senators in the legislature from the island

where the resident departl_eli6 head shall perform-his duties._ <nc) Public services a_he_ed-By-_w sha].l-

be provided ons-gei_-&n_ 9_n equitable basis to e_{ the

citizens of the Co_m_onwealtb_ The legislature may require

that such these services be provided through decentralized

administrative arrangements. The governor shall make any

•necessary recolmnendations to the legislature in order to

accomplish these objectives.

Section {9:18: Executive A_,sistan_ fQr Carolinian

F-

Affairs. !
a) The governor shall appoint an executive

assistant for Carolinian affairs bho is acceptable to the

Carolinian community within the Commonwealth. ,

b) •The executive assistant shall be a melmber

of the governor's council created pursuant to article VI,
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section 5, and shall advise the governor on matters affecting

persons of Carolinian descent within the Com_onwealth.

c) The executive assistant shall review the

application of government policies to andthe availability

and quality of government services for persons of Carolinian

descent and may submit findings or recommendations on these
i

matters to the governor.

d) The executive assistant may investigate

complaints and conductpublic hearings regarding matters

affecting persons of Carolinian descent.' The executive

assistant mayreport findin_ or recommenda£i0ns on these _;$/

matters to the governor.
i

e) The executive assistant ma_ recommend

items for inclusion in the _{oposed annual budget; revie_¢

the budget before its submission by the governor to the

legislature, and reco_nend amendments to the budget" relating to

matters affecting persons of Carolinian de'scent.

f) The executive assistant may at any time

require information in writing or other_/ise _ith respect to

matters affecting perbons of Carolinian descent from th@

officers of any administrative department,-office or agency

of the Commonwealth. 1

Section _ 19: Impeachment e_-Exeem%_ve-_6ie_e_s. The

governor and lieutenant governor_end-e_he_-e_ee£e£-e_e_e_s-e_

£he-eemmenwea_£h-_e_e_men=-sha_-be are Subject to impeachment



/
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as provided in article II, section 9 of this Constitution. S_eh

Thle__ss_0fficers may be impeached and removed only fortreason,

commission of a felony_ corruption or neglect of .duty.

!.

I '
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