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November 28, 1976

CHANGES FOR STYLE, CONSISTENCY

AND CLARITY RECOMMENDED BY THE

CONSULTANTS

ARTICLE XVIII: CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

4

Section i: Proposal of Amendments. Amendments

to this Constitution may be proposed by constitutional

convention, legislative initiative or popular initiative.

Section 2: Constitutional Convention. (a) The

legislature, by an the affirmative vote of a majority of

the members of each house, may submit to the gua_6_ed voters

the question, "Shall there be a constitutional convention

to propose amendments to the Constitution?" _ch This question

shall be submitted to the voters at a regular general

election no later than seven years after _ae_ea{_on

the effective date of the Constitution and thereafter _n

as £he-d_se_e_on-o£-£he-_eg_s_ae_e provided by law. An act

of the legislature under this subseCtion may not be vetoed

by the governor.

(b) _he-peop_e-by An initiative petition may

d_eee-ehe-_e_s_a£_e-£o submit to the voters the question,

"Shall there be a constitutional convention to propose amendments

to the Constitution?" The petitionshall be signed by at least

twenty-five percent of the persons qualified to vote in the

J Commonwealth or byJseventy-five percent of the persons qualified

to vote in any senatorial district. %h_ee-{o_£hs-e{-ehe-voee_s
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gene_a&-e_ee_on. _he-a_e_ney-gene_a&-sha&&-ee_y-_he

_n_-o_-_he-pe%&%&on-and-ea_se-ehe-_ues_&en-_o A__n_n

initiative petition shall be filed with the attorney general

for certification that the requirements of this subsection

have been met. An initiative petition certified by the

attorney general shall be submitted to the voters at the

next regular general election p_ev&ded-_hee-£he-ee_£_{&ee£_on

held at least thirty days from the date the petition is filed.

oee_s-ee-_eese-eh_£y-deys-_e{e_e-ehe-e&eee&on=

app_®ved-Sy If two-thirds of the votes cast are affirmative on

the _uestion of holdin_ a convention, the legislature ee-ehe

sess&en-{o&&ew_n_-app_eve& shall p_ev&ae-{o_-ehe convene a

convention promptly.

(d) The number of delegates to the convention

shall be equal to the number of members of the mose-pop_&e_s

larger house of the legislature. The delegates to the

convention shall be elected on a nonpartisan basis.

4e_--No-ea_&-_o_-e-eonse_e_e&ena&-eenvene_on

p_s_ane-eo-eh&s-seee&on-sha_&-Be-s_jeee-eo-a-ve£e-By-ehe-

governor=

Section 3: Legislative Initiative. The legislature

by• an the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members of

each house present and voting may propose amendments to this

Constitution. Ne A proposed amendment sha&_ may not embrace the
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subject matter of more than one article of the Constitution.

An act of the legislature under this section may not be

v_toed by the governor.

Section 4: Popular Initiative. (a) The people

may propose constitutional amendments by initiative. A__nn

initiativ_..._.__==_epetitions _e_d_n_•shall contain the full text

of the proposed amendment. The petition shall be signed by

__e_-_o_e_s-e_-_n-n_mbe_=e_-a_-_ees_-_y-_e_een_

e_-ehe-n_mbe_-e_-ve£e_s-_e_see_ed-ae-ehe-£_me-_-ehe-p_eeed_n_

_eg_e_-gene_e_-e_eee_e_7-_ne_n_ at least fifty percent of

the persons qualified to vote in the Commonwealth and at least

twenty-five percent of the veee_s-se-_e_see_e&-_n-eeeh

m_n_e_e_y persons qualified to vote in each senatorial

district. S_e_ A petition shall be filed with the attorney

general ne-_eee_-£hen-_8@-_eys-_e_-ee-£he-nexe-_e_e_

_ene_e_-e_eee_en for certification that the requirements of

this subsection have been met.

(b) An-emen_mene-p_e_esed-_y-pe_e_-_n_e_e%_e

An initiative petition certified by the attorney general shall

be submitted to each house of the legislature. If the _

proposal is eN_ee£-ee approved by the affirmative vote of

a majority _eee of members of each house of the legislature, the

proposed amendment shall be submitted for ratification in the

same manner as an amendments proposed by _9-_e_s_e_e _ _

legislative initiative. The proposed amendment shall be
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submitted for ratification to the voters at.the next

regular general election with or without legislative

approval.

Section 5: Ratification of Amendments. (a) A

proposed amendment to this Constitution shall be submitted

to the _ue_ed voters for ratification at the next

regular general election. _4[._
l

(b) An amendment proposed by legislative _e_,

initiative shall be approved if it receives an the

affirmative vote of a majority of the votes cast. An

&mendment proposed by constitutional convention or by

popular initiative shall becomeeffective if approved by

a majority of the votes cast and at least two-thirds of the

votes cast in each of two _-_he-%h_ee-m_nie_pa_es

senatorial districts.

eue&en-sha&_-be-su_eee-ee-a-ve£e-_y-ehe-_eve_ne_
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