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_*is is a suit against the Secretary a_,d offiaials of the Government

of American Samoa allegitag dlscri_.tlnation and violation of civil rights

in the hiring of Samoans versus plagls (whites) b y the local govez_Iment.

We are in the process of preparing a proposed m]swer to the complaint

and motions to dismiss for lack of jurisdiction.

The plaintiff alleges he is a U.S. citizen of Samoam mlcestry.

Re was recruited in IL_wail for t/le position of producer-director of

KVZ_ Educational Television in Samoa. He claims that he was offered

an employment contract at a pay level offered to non-Samoan expatriates

hlrea to work in Samoa. _owever, _hen he got £o Samoa, and it was

learned chat he was a native Sam0an_ defendants effectively withurew

the offer and tried to get him employed_--i_aceordanee with govern -_

mental policy, at a pay level which was co_pazable to the pay level

offered to othez Samoans. This pay level is substantlally lower than

that offered originally.

It is the pos£glon of the D_partment, that the District Court of

Bawaii has no jurisdletion over the case. What is complained of is not

at| action of the Secretary but that of a local government which is not

a Fedezal agency or instrumentallty but is s_mi-soverelgn in its o_i

right, with the power to sue and be sued and that _he District CourE

of Hawali has no jurisdiction over th_ named Gevernmen_ o_ American S_a_oa

J

defendants.


