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December 27, 1976 O_

Mr. Pedro-A .....-Tenorio, Director

Office of Transition Studies

and Planning
P. O. Box 42

Saipan, Mariana Islands 96950

Dear Pete :

I understand that you and Steve are aware of

the allegations that agencies of the United States

Government engaged in wiretapping or electronic sur-

veillance of some aspects of the status negotiations
between representatives of the United States and

Micronesia. I am enclosing for your information a re-

cent newspaper article indicating that the Senate Select

Committee on Intelligence plans to hold hearings on this
subject in early January.

Since the first disclosure, I have been attempting

to ascertain whether any such wiretapping or surveillance
relates to the negotiations between the Marianas Political

Status Commission and the United States delegation headed

by F. Haydn Williams. Needless to say, my efforts so far

have been to no avail and we are giving consideration with-

in the law firm to the filing of a request under the

Freedom of Information Act. Jim Leonard and several of my

partners feel very strongly that such a request should be

filed. Any views you have on this subject would be most
appreciated.
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I have now had two conversations with Haydn

Williams on this subject, the most recent being in person
last week. Haydn reports that he is in communication

with the National Security Council on this subject and

that he may be asked to testify on the subject during the

January hearings. He is very upset about the allegations

and the way in which his statements on the subject were

"distorted" by the author of the initial Washington Post

story. He has repeatedly assured me of the following
two facts:

(i) At no time was he aware of any wiretapping

or surveillance by United States agencies of any deliber-
ations among representatives of Micronesia or the Marianas;
and

(2) At no time did he acquire any confidential
information regarding the internal discussions of the
Marianas Political Status Commission.

He has made the same representation to Eddie and I told
him that I would communicate his statements on this sub-

ject to you. He is concerned, as indeed I am, by the
possibility that the agreement between the Northern Marianas

and the United States will be contaminated by the suggestion

that there was "overreaching" by the United States which

resulted in less than a fair bargain between the two parties.

He believes, of course, that the negotiations were fair and

the end result can be supported by both parties as in their
mutual interests.

I have no present suggestion as to what use, if

any, to make of these assertions by Haydn Williams. i

expect that it would be desirable to keep quiet generally

on this subject until the conclusion of the Senate hearings.

It may be possible to discover through these hearings whether

any improper surveillance did occur which impacted the

Marianas negotiations. We will be covering these hearings

and will let you know what develops.

For this reason and my natural curiosity, we are

obviously anxious to hear anything you can tell us regarding

the fate of the Constitution. We would like to be kept
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informed of any legislative or other steps which have

been taken to undertake the necessary political education

program.

Belated holiday greetings to you, Stew_, and

your respective families from all of your friends here
at the firm.

Sincerely,

/ •

Howard P. Willens

Enclosure
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