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(PREVIOUS WASHINGTON)
BY KAY LYNCH

HONOLULU CUPI) -- THE CHAIRMAN OF MICRONESIA'S COMMISSION ON"
FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS AND TRANSITION SAID MOHDAY THAT A MEANINGFUL
STATEMENT 0[I THE APPARFNT CHANGE IN U_S. POLICY TOWARD MICRONESIAN
INDEPENDENCE WILL HAVE TO AWAIT EXAMInaTION OF THE POLICY DOCUMENT.

ANDON L, AMARAICH SAID THE MICRONESIAN REPRESENTATIVESWERE NOT"
TOLD TIIAT INDEPENDENCE WOULD BE ON THE AGENDA WHEN PLANNING SESSIONS

FOR THE NEXT ROUND OF STATUS NEGOTIATIONS BEGIN HERE WEDNESDAY.
THE WASHINGTON POST REPORTED MONDAY THAT PRESIDENT CARTER SEVERAL

WEEKS AGO APPROVED A _TIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL POLICY PAPER WHICH

_YS THE U,,S. WILL SEEK EXPEDITIOUS NEGOTIATIONS TOWARD EARLY
INDEPENDENCE.

"WE WiLL HAVE TO LOOK ,AT WHAT THE PAPER SAYS TO SEE WHETHER THERE
IS A GENfIINE DESIRE _ON THE PART OF THE UNITED STATES TO DEVELOP THE
OPTION OF INDEPENDENCE FOR MICRONESIA:r" AMARAICH SAID. "THIS IS A
SUBJECT VERY IMPORTANT TO MICRONESIA AND WE WOULD LII_, TO LOOK AT
WHAT THEY ARE LOOKING AT AND LOOK AT THEM WHEN THEY SAY WHAT THEY
SAY. " ....

OF" ii SPECIAL TRUSTEESHIP' AGREEMENTS APPROVED BY THE UNITED
t_TIONS AFTER WORLD WAR LL, ONLY THE U.S. PROTECTORATE OVER
MICRONESIA REMAINS IN FORCE. AS PART OF THAT AGREEMENT. THE U,,S.
PLEDGED IN 19,47 TO PROMOTE "EVENTUAL SELF-GOVERNMENT OR INDEPENDENCE"
FOR THE 2,1_41-1SLAND GROUP. " " " "
• "IN THE PAST TIlE U.SM HAS ToLD us THAT INDEPENDENCE IS NOT
FEASIBLE BECAUSE MICRONESIA COULD NOT SURVIVE ECONOMICALLY ON ITS
OWN" AMARAICH SAID. WHEN TALKS WERE SUSPENDED LAST JUNE A
FREE-ASSOCIATION COMPACT WAS THE OBJECTIVE OF U.S. NEGOTIATORS.

""AT TIMES TI_EIR APPROACH WAS LIKE A THREAT. THEY WOULD SAY_, 'YOU
CAN.ASK INDEPENDENCE AND LESS MONEY; OR FREE ASSOCIATION AND MORE
FI]NEY. BUT }lOT BOTH. '"
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X X X BUT NOT BOTH.'"
AMARAICHSAID MICRONESIA CAN SURVIVE AS AN INDEPENDENT NATION WITH

ADVANCE PLANNING.
"THE U.S., HAS AN OBLIGATION TO DEVELOP.THE ISLANDS TOWARD

SELF-GOVERNMENT OR INDEPENDENCE. ONE OF THE THINGS'TH'AT CONCERNS ME
ABOUT THiS POLICY IS THAT_I jUST HOPETHE U.S. IS }lOT GOING TO MAKE A
DECISION'AS TO THE DATE OF TERMINATION OFTRUSTEESHIP WITHOUT OUR
DISCUSSING AND AGREEING ON IT. ....
• "THERE SHOULD NOT BE Atfi'UNILATERAL DECISION ON TERMINATION. MY

FEELING IS THAT TERMINATION SHOULD HAVE RELATION TO SOME DEGREE OF
DEVELO PMENT."

AMARA.ICH SAID THAT PROGRAMS TI_AT WERE TO READY MICRONESIA FOR

SELF-GOVERr,II_IEI':ITBY 19gIARE TWO YF.ARS BEHIND SCHEDULE AND THIS IS NO
LONGER'A "VIABLE" DEADLINE"

DURING PAST ROUblDS OFTHE FIVE.YEAR-LONG STATUS NF..GOTIATIONS_, THE
U.S. HAS SOUGHT WAYS TO PROTECT ITS MILITARY OPTIONS IN THE
STRATEGICALLY LOCATED _ISLAIqD GROUPS OFMICRONESIA. TALKS _SOURED AFTER
REPORTS THATTHE CIA HAD BEEN MONITORING THE PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS

OF THE MICRONESIAN REPRESENTATIVES DURING THESE TALKS.
•THE SENATE INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE" IS SCHEDULED TO RELEASE NEXT

M3NTH A FULL REPORT ON THE CIA'S CLANDESTII:_ ACTIVITIES IN MICRONESIA
RELATING TO TI{E STATUS TALKS.

THE_ OF rTH,E TRUST TERRITORY ARE FLUNG OVER 3 MILLION SQUARE
MILF_OI[_'__E_PACIFIC. THEIR"LAND AREA IS 717 SQUAREMILES. OF THE
2,,_1 ISLANDS, 9g ARE INI-{ABJ'TED,BY A

---//KLI_230PHSS-16 . . TOTAl, POPULATION OF 94,940. '
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