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#_ Dear Mr. Xam@e s

". '_'_.!'._"' Th£o As in response to the request of Mr. I_nald K. .. '
_#"'._,:_ Paterson dated May 6, 1977, for the views and reco_menda- . ....
.... :','i_, tiona of the Department oR Btat_ concernAng the propolod

-,:, - Conet_L_ution for the Comaonveal_h of the Northern
!'_.. Mariana Xsla.nde. '"

: The Department of S_ate has reviewed the propoJed :
Constitution f_om the perspective of its impact on the
foreign relations of the United States and has no ob:Ject£on
to its approval. We understand that the Departments of
Justice and Xnterior have also reviewed the proposed
Constitution and have determined that At As _onsistent ,!'
with the Commonwealth Covenant (P.L. 94-241) and those

provisions of the United States Constitution, treaties,
and laws to be applicable in the Northern Mariana
Xslands. In that respect, the Department of S_ate defers
to the recommendations of those Departments that the

President approve the proposed Constitution.

Sln_r_
Douglas J. Banner, Jr.
Assistant Seorotar_

for Congressional ReXa_A_

The Honorable
Bert Lance, Director,

Office of Management and Budget.

cc: C - Mr. Wolf
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L/UNA - Mr. Stowe_'7_._'(_Clearances:
IO/UNP - Mr.Schiele _" _
EA/ANP - Mr. W_llia_._:.:_, (/

L - Mr. Boyd_ _ ............. ....

DEPARTMENT OF STATE A/CDC/MR

REVIEWED BY _ DATE_R. 5 |_T F-I

RDS_orXD_C3EXT. DATE ...... - II
TS AUTH. REASON(S)

UENDORSE EXISTING MARKINGS [] ....

D_;,CLASSIFIED_ RELEASABLE_...... . . ............._EL_SE DENIED_
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