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Dear Herman:

Over two months ago I discussedwith you by telephonethe
need to formally retain Howard Willens to assist us in Washington
in the review process of the Constitutionfor the NorthernMarianas.
As I indicatedto you, Mr. Willens has assisted our office in all
the activities relative to the legal review being made by the
various departmentsand agencies as called for by the Office of
Managementand Budget. You concurredin the decision to have
such services performedby Mr. Willens. Subsequent to our dis-
cussion, Senator H.Q. made a trip to Washington on the matter of
war claims and conveyed to me your decision regardingHoward
Willens and his serviceto the Marianas. Howard Willens,on
June 2, wrote to you (copy of that letter attached) suggesting
the terms for his professionalservices. In addition, he pro-
vided you with a detailed statementof service rendered from
December 15, 1976 to May 31, 1977.

I learned today from Howard Wiilens that his letter has not
yet been answered by your office. I am taking the opportunity,
therefore, to once again seek your favorable consent in this mat-
ter. Mr. Willens has been performing legal services for over six
months without compensation and he is getting pressure from his
partners regarding the activities performed for the Marianas
without any assurance of compensation. Howard, as you know, has
always been very helpfulj and has the best interests to assure that
the Consti_utibnbe approvedand that the NorthernMarianas will
achieve its goal of self-government. The services providedby
Howard have always been excellentand I can assure you that without
his help the Northern Marianaswould be handicapped,especially
in the area of legal review. I am confident that your office will
take early action on this matter.

I am pleased to informyou that the OMB is now making its
final recommendationto the President. There appears to be no
reservationsregarding the issues by any of the departmentsand
agencies reviewing the Constitution. All of the departmentsand
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and agencies that have commentedhave expressed their approval.
It is now anticipated that the Constitutionwill be approved
sometime in the latter part of August.

In anticipationof the approval of the Constitution,and in
view of the historic nature of that approval, I believe the Legis-
lature has authorized appropriationsfor representationin Wash-
ington. I believe it would be very much in order to send delegates
from the Legislatureand the ConstitutionalConvention to repre-
sent our people in the signingof the approval of the Constitution
by President Carter. I believe it would be most appropriateto have
representativesfrom all of the municipalities,the Legislatureand
the ConstitutionalConvention. Perhaps it would be useful to check
with the leaders of the municipalities,the Legislatureand the
Conventionas tothe most appropriaterepresentativesto partici-
pate in the signing of the Constitution. I am leaving this matter
to a decision for you and the other leaders of the NorthernMarianas.

I will be advisingyou and the Legislatureduring the course
of the session the exact date for the approval of the Constitution
and the most appropriatetime for our delegatesto be in Washington.

Kindly extend my best wishes to your colleagues in the Legis-
lature and to Lucy and the kids. With kindest regards,

Sincerelyyours,

Edward DLG.Pangelinan

Enclosure

c: Howard Wi!!en.s
Director,OTSP


