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OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

Oetober 18, 1977

Meaorasdun
To: Direetor of Territorial Affairs
From: Assistant Solicitor, Territoriea

Subject: Owmership of Real Propsrty im the Northern Mariana
Islands by Guamanians

This responds to your msmorandum of October 139, 1377, requesting my
ceaments en the above subject. I have alsc revieved the Cengressional
Ressarch Servica memorsndum to Congressman Won Pat on the same
sudject. I find I sm im sudstantial sgreement with that mancrandum.

I am afraid there is vary little that can ba dons about tha preblen
of ownership by Ousmenisns of real property im the Forthers Marianas,
at least for the mext twenty-five years. I em attaching a copy of
Articla XII of thes Censtitutien for the Morthern Mariaua Islands which
makes it very clear that Guamanisn chamorros will net be emtitled to
own lsad in the NMeorthera Marisse Islands. Of course, 1f

Coangressman Wom Pat could persuade the Northera Mariasas to have
Secticn 855 of the Covensat smendsd to parmit suck ownarship, and 1f
the U.8. Congruss enscted such s law, and 1f tha Northera Marianas
emsndad Artiela XII of their Comstitutisn to permit it, it could be
sccomplished; but short of that or a suceassful lawsuit challsrging
the eomstitutienality ca this rastriction of aliemation I'm afraid
thare is 80 auswer to Congressmsn Wea Pat'e provism.
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C. Brawstey Chapasn, Jr.
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ARTICLE XII:

Section 1:

Alienation of

RESTRICTIONS ON
ALIENATION OF LAND

.
.

Land. The acqui-

sition of permanent and long-tcrm interests in rcal

property within the Commonw
persons of Rorthern Marianas descent. .

calth shall be restricted to’

N [

Section 2: Acquisition. THe 'term acquisition

used in section-l includes acguisition by sale, lease,
gift, inheritance or other means.
by inheritance ijs not an acguisition under this section.,
A transfer to a mortgagee by mcans

a mortgage is not an acquisition un
the mortgagee does not hold the permanent Or long-term
interest in real property for more

Section 3:

A transfer to a spouse

of a foreclosure on
der this section if ,

than five years.

'

permanent and Long-Term Inferests

in Real Property. The term permanent and long-term
interests in real property used in

freehold interxestes and

forty years including

Section 4:

section 1 includes

leaschold interests of more than
renewal rights. . . ’

.

Persone of Northern Marianas

Descent. A person of

St ——————r .« . 3 .
person who is a citizen or nationa

Nortnern rarianas descent is a

1 of the United States

and who is of at least one-quarter Northern Marianas

Chamorro ©Oxr Northern Mar

janas Carolinian blood or a

combination thereof or an adopted child of a person of

Northern Marianas ées

of eighteen years.——F

‘Marianas descent, a P
full-blooded Northern
Marianas Carolinian i
in the Northern Maria

of the Trust Territory of the Paci

cent
or purpose
erson shal

if acopted while under the age
s of determining Northern
1 be considered to be a

Marianas Chamorro Or Northern

£ that person
na Islands by

was born or domiciled
1950 and was a citizen

fic Islands before the

termination of the Trusteeship with respect to the Common-

wealth.

Section 5:

| I

Corporations.

A corporation shall™’

be considered to be & person of Northern Marianas descent
rporated in the Commonwealth, has

so long as it is inco
its principal place ©O
directors at least fi

of Northern marianas descent and has voting shares at . -

f business in

+he Cormonwealth, has

fty-cne percent of whom are persons

least fifty-one percent of which are owned by persons oI
cent as defined by section 4. -

Northern Marianas des

Section. 6:

Enforcement. .

in violation of csecti

ever a corporation ceases to be qualified under section 5, -

on 1 shall be

Any transaction made
void ab initio. When-

a permancnt Or long-term intercst in land in the ‘Common=

wealtnh acguired by the corporation

date. of th}s Constitution shall be

government.

after the effective
forfeited to the






