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Mr. Howard P. Willens
_lllmer,Cutler & Plckerlng
1665 K Street, N. W.
Washington,D. C. 20006

Dear Mr. Wlllens:

It is said that an honest answer taketh away wrath. I hope that
my answerto your letter of Septemberg will have that effect -- but I
recognizethat It wlll not ove_ the nonfeasanceof which you complal%
nor will it meet the problem that will almost certainlyconfrontus as
of Januaryg, 1978.

You did indeed speak of the DistrictCourt questionwhen we met
Hay 3. I dld not then know, however, nor dld I learn for some months
thereafter,that further legislationwas thoughtto be necessarybefore
the court could be established. (Indeed.even now I can only shake my
head as I read Article IV of the Covenant.) My too modest, and obviously
misdirected,inquiriesfor some months thereafterled me to understand
that we were faced with an easy admlnlstratlvetask, rather than wlth a
major legislativeone. 'WhenI dld recoqnlzerecently that the latter
was upon us, we moved quite quickly,puttingto use all of the respectable,
bureaucraticshort-cutsthat we know, so as to e_oedlte the legislative
process. I cannot suppose,however, that these will be anything llke
sufficientto meet the January deadline,so I wlll turn, soon but in
anotherforum, to haw we wlII cope.

In the meantime,troubled as I am by thls failureto do something
on time, I must observethat I am even more troubledby the unknown
number of other problems,perhapsof similarmagnitude,that I don't
yet even know exist. I will continue to try to discoverthem and to
meet them.

Sincerelyyours,

HRS. RUTH G. VAN._,L_/_.

Mrs. Ruth G. Van Cleve
Director
Officeof TerritorialAffairs
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