-t

1

s

FTmSmm AT T TRy T

s
)

September 21, 1977

Lonoratle Robert Legget

2263 nayhurn HOB .
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear 'r. Chairman.

~s yvou know, I mm chairman of the liouse Interior
Sutcermittec that dcals witi. oZifshore areas
including tle Northeru 'ariarnas. And in 197€,

a rescluticn, of which 1 was thie author, passed
the Conuress ond vas enzcted into law, thus
approving a covenant to cctablish a Connonwealth
of the Forthecrn NMariana Isluncs.

Lt present the TOLLLL‘. “ariaras constitution is
awaiting apjroval by the I'resident and the Fceple
are moving ahcad with plans for their first clected
governcr cone December.

InGer the terrs ¢f the covenant, however, the liorthern

Mariznas formally will not become a Commonwealth noer

will its peorle lecome U.E. citizens until the trust-
ceship is dissclved, the carliest cdate for this lteing

l'cvever, according to irntcrim definitions, for the
timec pericd letveen the accertance of the Constitution
and +ho cne cf £he Tructeoship, resicdents will Lave
certain rights ac if they verc U.S. citizens.

I et fortl. tixe above because cf some legis lation
currently j.nding lefore your HMerchant Marine and
Fisherice subcormittece. UH.R. 25€4, introduced by
Nepresentative AuCoin and on which I understand you
nave held one hearing to cate, presents. several
prekla s to the peeple of the lorthern “arianas;

i) %ic¢ liortherrn ifarianas legislature is concernec

1
alout the language of L.R. 2564 as it would affject
the lerthern larianas.  The legislaturce is ;qgéﬁ’ he

criricn trat residents of the lorthern liariana¥Ylclands

would re clacecified as U.S. citizens under Secticn 25(L)
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of the Lill and any vecsels owned by these residents would Lo
U.S. veesels under thc sanc cection. llowever, if their inter-
pretation is incorrect, thcy would in effect be prchitited
from fisliing commercially within their own vaters. 2nd eince
a grecat many of khan carn their living by fishing, this would
be disavirous to their econony. In other vords, for wurposcs
of the Iishery Censervation and “anaqgenent Act of 1976, which
H.R. 25(C4 amcrde, wilil the resicents of the Northern Mariana
Islands ¢ classificc as U.D. citizens and ke allowed to fish
in tlieir own vaters? '

2Y Under Sccticen 2C(C) of 1.7, 25€4, a corporation rust be
75% owned ky citizens of the U.C. 1n crder for its ships to
ficl witlin the 200 mile ccononic zonc. Orce tlhie Constitution
ic approved by the President and geces into cffect, the 200 mile
eccronic zone would apply to tlhe ortrern Marianas. And this
prescnts another problem. fihere is ne U.S. fishing fleet in
the Forthern Marianae and for them to cultimate economic rescurces
oi water there, it will Le neccssary for tham to participate in
jeint ventures with Japancse or majwaniese {ishing companies. Iona
it is moct unlikely that thesc comjranics will want to invest
roncy on a 25-75 percent tasis. Tifty-fifty is more likely. 5o
I would strongly urge you and your conuiittce to insert some kind
of language into this kill that would take this into consideraticn.
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Fer your information, I am enclosince a copy of the letter that

-ac sent to mc and to Representative ruCoin from Scnator Guerrero,
Chairman of the Economic Conmittec of the Northern jarianas
legislature.

I lock forward to Leoarinc from you on the alove matter.

cincerely.,

THIWLIT BURTON, Clairman
sulcormittee on National Paris
and Insular Affairs

cc: Pejresentative AuCoin



