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SUBJECT: Northern Mariana Islands

This is in reply:to your October 3, 1977, request for

information regarding the Air Force's near term requirement for
land in the Northern Mariana Islands .....

The Air Force has no current near term need for leasing

any of the land on Tinian, Saipan, or Farallon de Medinilla.

The prio=ity for do!lars_ and the curren%: Pacific: basing

posture do not _ictate a near term use of these lands by the
Air Force. However,. as indicated in the DEPSECDEF December 27,

1976, letter to the Under Secretary of the Interior, the require-

ment to lease approximately 1.7,8.00 acres for DOD use on Tinian
remains @ viable long range defense concept. As yet the Air ......... -

Force has not determined when it might exercise its optionto
lease the land. -

The Marianas covenant indicates _hat leasing the land

......will cost (a) $17.5M for Tinian, (b) $2M for Tanapag Harbor
on Saipan, and (C)i $20,600 for Farall0n de Medinilla. _hese
costs are to be adjusted by inflation from date of signing the

covenant. In addition to these costs, the Secretary of Defense

in a DecemDer 7, 1974, message to Ambassador Willi_ms

(Presidential negotiator) indicated that Defense, after

obtaining Congressional approval, would upgrade the existing
harbor and airfield2 Since these efforts are not service

peculiarand are a significant part of satisfying DOD's
commitment to the people of the Mariana Islands, OSD should

consider f_unding these programs. The estimated cost for these ",ii
projects for FY 79 through FY 83 adjusted for inflation is: -_

• _
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Fiscal Year Total Est Cost • ($000)

•FY 79 $29.5
FY 80 31.3

FY 81 33.3 .'- "

FY 82 35.2 ,

FY 83 37.5 _:

The above costs include $2M (adjusted each year for _

inflation) for a memorial park on Saipan. _mbassador Williams,-: ,_LI_:__
in a meeting wlth DEPSECDEF on January 29, 1975, stated the

land would_ be-resez_te_i_by _DOD buk _he money would not be in
the DOD budget. ::Ambassador Williams indicated he would seek

special legi_latlon for t_he tr_st fund to develop and maintain

+_ne park. D_PSZCDEF,_IJ_n a letter dated Y=_rch 24, 1975, conveyed
this u_derstanding$!t_he Departmenh of t.he Interior.

.... • L •

Although the: Aiz:!/Force has no near term requirements, for
land in the, Mariar_s,_ _he Na%-y requires use of _arallon d_

Medini!la _for a gunnery range. Additionally, _ne ,'=_rines use

Tin ia_ for amphiblo_s_:maneuvers. Pending a decision on leasing

lan_, it is-our _d_rstamding_ that C_IC_ACFLT will negotiate
an interim agreememt wlth _e_ new g_zernment of the Marianas.
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