
CONGBY_S OF MI_IA

FIRST SPECIAL SESSIC_, 1977 SEN/d_ BILL NO. 7-120, S.D.I, H.D.I

ANACT

Establishing a Truk District Governnlm_t,granting a charter thereto,
and for other purposes.

BE IT _ACD_D BY THE CONGRESS OF MICRONES_:

1 Section i. Pursuant to Public Law 6-130, as anended, there

2 is hereby establi&hed a Truk District Government according to the

3 texms of the following charter which is hereby granted to it:

4 "C_UhRTERFOR %_HETRDK DISTRICT __T

5 The purpose of this Charter is to grant a greater _egree

6 of self-g_nment of the people of Truk District in promoting

7 their general _ifare pursuant to the United Nations Charter and

8 Trusteeship Agreement.

9 AI_ICLE I

i0 Bill of Rights

ii Section i. No laq sh_%lld_y or impair freedom of speech

12 or of the press, or the right of the people to peace_obly_se_ble

13 and to petition the District Government for a redress of grievanoes.

14 Section 2. No law shall be enacted respecting an

15 establishTent of religion or prohibiti_zgthe free exercise thereof,

16 except that assistance may be provided to parochial schools for

17 nonreligious purposes.

i

18 Section 3. The right of the people to be secured in

19 their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable

20 search, seizure or invasion of privacy, shall not be violated,

21 and no warrant shall issue, but upcn probable cause, supported

22 by oath or affirmation, and partic_arly describing the place
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1 to be searc/_/ and the persons or things to be seized.

2 Section 4. No person shall be deprived of lifee liberty,

3 or property, without due process of law, or be denied the equal

4 protection of the laws, or be denied the enjoyment of his civil

5 rights, or be discriminated against in the exercise thereof, on

6 account of race, sex, religion, language, ancestry, or national origin.

7 Section 5. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused

8 shall enjoy the right to a speedy public trial, to be informed

9 of the nature and cause of the accusation, to be cc_fronted with

i0 the witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel

ii for his defense.

12 Section 6.• No persons shall be ecmpelled in any criminal

13 case tobe a witness against himself, or against a member of his

14 family as prescribed by i_, or be _ice put in jeopardy for the s_ne

15 offense.

16 Section 7. Excessive bail Shall not be required, nor

17 excessive fines imported,nor cruel and unusual punishment

18 inflicte_l.

19 Section 8. Capital punishment shall be prohibited.

20 Secticn 9. The writ of habeas corpus shall be granted

21 without delay, and the privilege of the _rit of habeas corpus

22 shall not be suspencled,except by the Governor and then only when

23 the public safety requil_s it in the case of war, rebellion,

24 insurrection or invasicn.

25 Section i0. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law,
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1 or I_ inpairing the obligations of oontract shall be enacted.

2 Section ii. Subject _ly to the requirements of

3 public order and security, no im_ shallbe enacted to restrict

4 the freedom•of movememt and migration.

5 Section 12. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude,

6 except as punishment for crime, shall exist in Truk Distric_ _

7 Section 13. There shall be no _Lprisomaent for debt. _J_.

8 Section 14. Free elen_ntary education shall be i

9 provided in TruJkDistrict.

10 Section 15. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be

Ii quartered in any house wit/_outthe consent of the owner, nor

12 in time of %_r, except in a manner prescribed by i_.

13 Section 16. There shall be no taking of private property

14 for a public;purpose until authorized and prescribed by general

15 i_4 pursuant to this section. The general law shall provide

16 for just Ccnioensation,good faith negotiations for lease or

17 purchase prior to a taking, the manner of the t_ting, and may

18 prescribe further conditions and requirements.

19 Section 17. Due recognition shall be given to traditigns

20 and custcrasin providing a system of i_¢, and nothing in _s

21 Article shall be construed to limit or invalidate any recogni_ed

22 tradition or custaa, except as othen_,iseprovided by I_.

23 Section 18. The enumerati(_ of certain rights in this

24 Charter shall not be construed to impair or deny other rights

25 of the people.
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1 ARPICLE II

2 Suffrage and Elections

3 Secticn i. A citizen of the Trust Territory of the

4 Pacific Islands %_]ohas attained the age of eighteen years and

5 is registered to vote in Truk District shall be qualified to vote

6 in district electians.

7 Section 2. The Legislature shall prescribe a minimum

8 period of residence and the method of voting at elections, and

9 shall provide for voter registration, disqualification for

i0 ccnviction of crimes, and disqualification for mental inccm-

11 petence or insanity. Secrecy of voting shall be preserved.

12 Section 3. General eiecticns shall be held on the

13 second Tuesday in _trch every four years; provided in the event

14 of a natural disaster or other Act of God, the effect of %_lich

15 precludes holding the election on the foregoing date, the Governor

16 may proclaim a later election to be held wit/finsixty days.

17 •Specialelecticns _ay be held in accordance with la4.

18 • Section 4. Contested electic_s shall be determined by

19 the District Court in such manner as may be prescribed by law._

20 Section 5° A plurality of votes given at an election

21 by the people, shall constitute a choice, where not otherwise

22 provided by this Chapter.

23 _cticn 6. A new election shall be ordered by the

24 Governor if _o or more candidates have the highest and an equal

25 nunbe_rof votes, except in cases specially provided for by this
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1 Charter. The election shall be limited to t/%ecandidates receiving

2 the equal _id highest number of votes.

ARTIC_ III

4 The legislature

5 S_:ticn i. The• legislative p_,_er of the District

6 Gover_t is vested in the L_lislature. Such Ixm_r shall extend

7, to all rightful subjects of legislation not inconsistent with

8 this Charter, the United Nations C_larter _nd Trusteeship Agreement,

9 and applicable orders of the President of the United States and

10 the Secretary of the United States Department of the Interior.

ii Se(_ion 2. The Legislature shall be composed of twenty-

12 eight mem_rs, who shall be elected by the qualified voters

13 of the respec,_ive election districts.

].4 Sec,_:ion3. Members of the Legislature shall be elected

]5 frown election districts and in the numbers sho_m in Article XI

16 of this Charter.

17 Section 4. The m_r_ers of the Legislature shall be

18 elected of a genera_ election. The term of office shall be four

19 years oum_ncing cn the first Dk_nday in May foll_.Jing the general

20 election.

21 Section 5. Any vacahcy in the Iegislature shall be

22 filled for the unexpired term by s_cial election, except that

23 an unex_oired term of less tha_ one year shall be filled by

24 appointment by the Governor.

25 Section 6. No person shall be eligible to serve as a
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SENATE BILL NO. 7-120, S.D.I, H.D.i

I" member of t_e Legislature unless he is at least thirty years of

2 age, has b_n a citizen of the Trust Territory of the Pacific

3 Islands fox: at least ten years, and a 1_sident of Truk District

4 for at least five years and of the election district frcm _4_ich

5 elected for at least one year in_L_kdiately preoed_a%g filing for

6 office, and is a qualified voter of t]le election district from

7 which he seek_ to be elected.

8 Section 7. A pers_1 convicted of a felony shall not

9 be eligible to serve as a m_doer Of the Legislature unless the

10 person so _nvicted has received a pardon restoring his civil

ii rights.

12 Section 8. No memi_r of the I_jislature shall hold

13 another public office, or empl_t, nor shall he, after his

14 term for which he is elected or appointe_d, be elected or appointed

15 to any public offioe, or emplo_Jnt, whidl shall have been

16 created, or the emol_m_ants whereof shall have been increased, by

17 legislative iact during sudl tenn. The telml "public office", for

18 purposes of this section, shall not include notaries public,

19 officers or- e_ergcJacy organizations for civilian defense or

20 disaster _lief, or an office created by the Congress of _ticro-

21 nesia or t2_ Legislature which s[_cifically provides for a member

22 of the Legislature to hold sud_ office.

23 A member of the Legislature may not engage in any

24 activity _lich conflicts with d%e proper disd_arge of his duties.

25 The Legislature may prescribe further disqualifications.
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1 _is section shall not apply to cr_ployment by or

2 election to a constitutional conventicn or ommission.

3 Section 9. No member of the Legislat_re shall be held

4 to answer k_fore any other tribunal for any staten_nt made or

5 action taken in the exercise of his legislative functions, and

6 members of the Legislature shall, _ all cases except felony

7 or breach of the peace, be privil_jed from arrest during their

8 attendanee at sessicns or ccr_nittee meetings of the Legislature,

9 and in going to and returning frcm the sa_e.

I0 Section i0. The n_nbers of the Legislature shall receive

ii am_ual salaries as prescribed by I_. Until othen._ise provided

12 by I_, the s_ary of each n__n_er of the legislature shall be five

13 thousand dollars a year; provided that the _gpe_er of the

14 Legislature shall receive a salary of seven thousand dollars a

15 year. No law increasing salaries shall t_e effect until after

16 the end of the te_m for }_ich the r_m_rs voting thereon were

17 elected.

18 SeCtion ii. %_]e Iegislature shall convene annually in

19 regular session at 9:30 a.m. on the first _bnday in May, but

20 the month _d day_ay be changed by law.

21 At the written rec91est or vote of t_D-thirds of the

22 m_nbers of the Legislature, the Spe_]ker of fJ_e Legislature shall

23 convene the Legislature in special session. The Governor may

24 convene the Legislature in a special session. At a special session

25 conveJ%ed by the Governor, legislation shall be limited to subjects
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1 designated J_ his proclaaaticn convening the sessicn or to

2 subjects pr_;sented by him.

3 Regular sessicns shall be limited to a period of

4 forty days, and special sessions shall be limited to a period of

5 fifteen days. Any sessicn laay be extended a total of not more

6 than fifteen days. Such extension shall be granted by the Spea_r

7 of the Legislature at the_ vote of _._-thirds of the meni_rs of

8 the Legislatui_ or may be proclaimed by the Goven_or.

9 Any session may be recessed by a vote of a majority

10 of the members of the Legislature. Any days in recess pursuant to

ii such vote shall be _xcluded in computing the nu_r of days in

12 any session.

13 Section 12. The Legislature may adjourn sine die during

14 any session by majority of t/_e msnbers of the Legislature.

15 Secticn 13. _le Legislatl_re shall be the judge of the

16 qualifications of its manbers and shall have, for misconduct,

17 disorderly l-_havior or negleot of duty of any m_Tber, pcx._r to

18 punish such maaber by oensure or, upon a _._-thirds vote of the

19 members, by suspension or expulsion of such member.

20 Th_ Legislature shall choose its _m officers,

21 detemaine the rules of its proceedings eAd keep a journal. The

22 Legislature shall have a_d _xercise all the authority and

23 _ttributes _nherent in Legislative assen_olies, Jmclhding the

24 _r to institute and ccnduct investigaticns, issue subpoenas to

25 %¢itnesses and other ooncelmed parties, and administer oaths.
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S_KATE BILL NO. 7-120, S.D.I, H.D.I

1 Section 14. _m-thirds of the m_bers of the

2 Legislature shall constitute a c91or_n for the conduct of ordinary

3 business of which quor_n a majority vote shall suffioe; but the

4 final passage of a bill or resolution shall require the vote of

5 a majority of the msmbers and entered upon its journal. A smaller

6 nLTnber than a quorum may adjourn from day to day and may compel

7 the attendance of absent members in such _anner and under such

8 penalties as the Legislature _y provide.

9 Section 15. No law shall be passed except by bill.

10 Each i_ shall embrace but cne subject, which shall be expressed

ii in its title. No law or section of the lay shall be amended or

12 revised by reference to its title only, but in every instance

i3 such anend_=_nt or revision of the law or section thereof shall

14 he publishs@ at full length and _ its entirety as arended or

15 revised. The enacting clause of each law Shall be, "Be it

16 enacted by the Legislature of Truk District."

17 . Section 16. No bill shall become law unless it shall

18 pass _o readings in the Legislature on separate days. NO bill

19 shall pass final reading unless printed copies of the bill in the

20 fore to be passed shall have beeJ_ made available to the members of

21 _he Legislature for at least t%_nty-four hours.

22 Section 17' Every bill which shall have passed the

23 Legislature shall be certified by the Speaker and Chief Clerk of

24 Me Legislatur@ and shall thereupon be presented to the Governor.

25 If the Governor approves the bill, he shall sign it and it shall
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1 become law. If the Governor does not approve the bill, l_e may

2 return it with his :objections to the Legislature. The Governor

3 may veto any specific item or items in any bill which appropriates

4 mcney for specific purposes by striking out or reducing the same,

5 but he may veto other bills only as a whole. ]/_

6 The Governor shall have ten days to ccnsider bills /_ ¢[

7 presented to him ten or more days before adjournment of the ]_

8 Legislature sine die, and if any bill is neither signed nor returned "_ - •

9 bythe C_vernor within that time, it shallbeccme law in like manner i_0_10 as if he had signed it.

ii The Governor shall have thirty days, after adjourn- _ /

12 ment of the Legislat%_e sine die, to consider bills presented to

13 him less th_ ten days before such adjournment, or presented after

J14 adjourrm_nt_ and any such bill shall becrm_ law on the thirtieth

115 day if it is neither signed nor ret1_q_ed on or before that day.

16 Section 18. Upon t_%e receipt of a veto message from t/_

17 Governor, the Legislature may proceed to reconsider the vetoed _/_.

18 bill, or the item or items vetoed, and again vote upon such bill,

19 such item or items. If after such reconsideration such bill,

!20 item or items, shall be approved by a t_o-thirds vote of the

21 members of f_e Legislature on one reading, the sane shall become

122 law.

123 If upon receipt of the veto message frQm the

24 •Governor, the Legislature is not in session or recess, the Legislature

25 may reconsider the vetoed bill in the next general or special session.
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1 A vetoed bill may he anended to meet the Governor's

2 objections and, if so amended and passed, cnly erie reading being

3 required for such passage, it shall be presented again to the

4 Governor, but shall becaue law only •if he shall sign it within ten

5 days after presentation.

6 Section 19. The Governor shall cause the resolutions

7 and laws to be published in the English a_d Trukese languages within

8 sixty days after they become laws, and shall make provision for

9 their distribution .to public officials and sale to the public.

10 Section 20. The Governor, I_ieutenant Governor or a

ii Justice of the District Court n_y be removed from office upon

12 conviction of impea_t for misfeasance or malfeasanee in office,

13 or for conviction of a felony.

14 •The Legislature shall have t/_e p_ver of impeachn_nt

15 and may exercise such power by a resolution of impead_ment adopted •

i6 by a two-thirds vote of the m_nbers of the Legislature.

17 Upon the adoption of a resolution of impeachment

!8 of the Governor or Lieutenant Governor, a notice of impeachme/nt

19 shall be forthwith served upon the Chief Justioe of the District

20 CoUrt by the Chief Clerk of the Legislature. The Chief Justice

21 shall thereupon call a session of d_ District Court to meet within

22 "ten days after such notice to try the impeachrant.

23 Upon the adoption of a resolution of impea_t

24 of a Justice of the District Court, a notice of impeadm_nt shall

25 be fort_¢ith served upon the Governor, by t/]e Chief Clerk of the
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1 Legislature. The Governor shall thereupon convene a special

2 tribunal as prescribed by law to meet Within thirty days at £he

3 Capital, to sit as a Court to try such impea_£, %_ich Court

4 shall organize by electing one of its number to preside.

5 A conviction of impea_t shall require the

6 concurrence of h_o-thirds of the members of the District Court

7 or special tribunal.

8 ._neLegislature may by law provide for the manner

9 and procedure of removal by impeachment.

10 Judgments in cases of impeachn_nt shall not extend

ii beyond r_az_valfrcm office and disqualificati_1 to hold and enjoy

12 any office of honor, trust or profit under the District Govermaent,

13 but such person convicted may nevertheless be liable and subject

14 to indictment, trial, judgment and puniskm_nt according to the_law.

15 No officer slmll exercise his official duties

16 after he shail have bee_ impeached and notified thereof, until he

17 shall have been aoquitted.

18 ARTICLE IV

19 The Executive

20 Section i. The executive po%_r of the District Govern-

21 ment shall be vested in the Governor.

22 The Governor shall be elected by the qualified

23 voters of Truk District at a general electicn. T_ person receiving

24 the highest number of votes, and at least forty-five percent of the

25 votes cast, shall be the Governor. In case no person receives
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1 forty-five percent of the votes cast, t/_eselection of the

2 Governor sh_ll be dete_nined by special election between the

3 two persons receiving the highest number of votes in the

4 general election.

5 The tezm of Governor shall begin at noon on the

6 third Monday in April foll_ving the general election and end at

7 noon on the third _bnday in April, four years thereafter.

8 No person shall be eligible for the Office of the

9 Governor Lmless he is at least thil_cy-fiveyears of age, is a

i0 citizen of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands by birth, and

Ii a resident of Truk District for at least twenty-five years and five

12 years in_nediatelypreceding filing for offioe, is a qualified voter

13 of Truk District, and never have been convicted of a felony unless

14 he has received a pardon restoring his civil rights.

15 The Governor shall not hold another public office,

16 or employment, during his ter_ of office.

17 No person who has been elected Governor for _9

18 full successive tenms shall again be eligible to hold that office

19 until one fall tenu has intervened.

20 Section 2. There shall be a Lieutenant Governor who

21 shall have the sm_e qualifications as the Governor. He shall be

22 elected at the same time, for t_%es_le term, and in the sane

23 manner as the Governor. He sl_ll perfoma such duties as may be

24 prescribed by i_._and as may be delegated to him by t/_e_Governor.

25 Section 3. The Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall

L
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1 receive annual salaries as prescribed by law. Such salaries _hall

2 not be incr_ased or decreased for their respective te_ms of office,

3 except by general law applying to salaried officers of the District

4 Government.

5 • Section 4. When the Office of the Governor is vacant,

6 the Lieuten_mt Governor shall become Governor. In the event of the

7 absence of t_ne Governor from Truk District, or his inability to

8 exercise and discharge the p_ers and duties of his office, such

9 powers and duties shall devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor

i0 during such absence or disability.

!ii When the Office of the Lieutenant C_vernor is vacant,

112 or in the event of t/_e abse_ce of t/_e Lieutenant Governor from

13 Truk District, or his inability to exercise and discharge the powers

14 and duties of his office, such powers _d duties shall devolve _pon

15 • such officez_ in such order of succession as may be provided by law.

16 _enever for a period of six months, the C_vernor

17 •or the Lieutenant Governor has been continuously absent from office

18 or has been un_91e to discharge the duties of his office by reason

19 of mental or physical disability, the Office shall be deemed vacant.

20 The procedul_ for determining absence and disability may be

21 prescribed by law.

22 Section 5. The Governor shall be responsible for the

23 faithful execution of t/_e 16_s. To this •end he sh_l have power,

_24 by appropriate action or proceeding in the courts brought in the

_25 nmae of the District Government, to enforce compliance with the
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1 Charter or legislative power, duty, or right by any office,

2 de_t or agency of the District Govermnent or any of its

3 subdivisions; but this power shall not be ocnstrued to authorize

4 any action or proceeding against the Legislature.

5 Secticn 6. The C<ycernormay grant reprieves, commutations

6 and pardons, after conviction, subject to regulation by law, except

7 in cases of impeachment. No reprieve, ccnmutation or pardon may

8 be granted to a person holding the Office of Governor or Lieutenant

9 Governer.

10 Section 7. The C_vernor shall communicate to the

ii Legislature, by message at the beginning of each reqular session

12 and at other times as he may deem necessary, the condition of the

13 District, and shall in like ,_nner reec_nend measures as he may

14 deem desirable.

15 Section 8. All executive and administrative offices,

16 departments and instrumentalities of t/_ District Government and

17 their respective functions, pc_rs and duties shall be established

18 bylaw.

19 Each principal department shall be under the super-

20 vision of the Governor and shall be headed by a single executive

21 unless otherwise provided by i_q. Such single executives shall

22 be ncnlinatedand appointed by the Governor, with the advice and

23 consent of t]_eLegislature, to serve at the pleasure of the

24 Covernor during his term of office and until the appointment

25 and qualification of their successors, except that the removal
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1 of the chief legal officer of the District Goverrs_nt shall be

2 subject to the advice and oonsent of the Legislature.

3 V_enever a board, ccnmission or other body shall

4 be the head of the principal de_t or a regulatory or quasi-

5 judicial agency, the members t/_ereofshall be nominated and

6 appointed by the Governor with t]_eadvice and oonsent of the

7 Legislature. The tezm of office and removal of m_'_oersshall be

8 as prescribed by imp.

9 Sec_cicn9. If recgtiredto preserve public peac_, health

i0 or safety, at a tir_ of extrem_ emergency caused by civil distur-

ii bance, natural disaster, or im'_1_liatet1_reatof war or insurrecticn,

]2 the Governor n_y declare a state of emergency and issue appropriate

]3 decrees.

14 A declaratiQ_ of en_rgency shall not impair the

15 power of the judiciary except that the declaraticn shall be free

16 from judicial interference for fifteen days after it is first

17 issued. A &eclaraticn of _rgency may impair a civil right to

18 the extent ac_ually required for the preservation of peace,

19 health or safety.

20 Within fifteen days after the declaraticn of

21 emergency, the Legislature shall convene at the call of the

22 Spea_r or t/_eC_vernor to consider revocation, _a_ndment or

23 extension of the declaration. Unless it expires by its own terms,

24 is revoked or extended, a declaration of emergency is effective

25 for fif_n days.
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I AI_ICLE V

2 The Judiciary

3 Section I. The judicial po_r of the District Govern-

4 ment shall be vested in the District Court, municipal courts,

5 and other oourts or tribunals as may frcm time to time be

6 created by law.

7 Sect_icn 2. The District Court shall be t/_ highest

8 court of the Dis£rict and shall oonsist of a _lief Justiee and

9 t_o Associate Justices. The nunber of Associate Justices may

i0 be increased by i_ upan the request of the District Court. As

ii prescribed by law, retired Justices of t/_eDistrict Court may serve

12 temporarily on the District Court at the request of the C_lief

13 J_tice. In oase of vacancy in t/_eOffice of the Chief Justice,

14 or if he is ill, absent or ot/_erwise unable to serve, an Associate

15 Justice desi_ated in accordance _th the rules of t/_eDistrict

16 Court shall serve t_aporarily in his place.

17 Section 3. The GoverDor shall naminate and appoint, with

18 the advice and consent of the I_gislature, t/_e Chief Justice and

19 Associate Just:ices of the District Court. Justices of the District ........

20 Court shall hold their offices during gocd behavior. /_2

21 Sectic_ 4. A Justice of t/_e District Ccurt shall be a

22 citizen of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands by birth,

23 be at least t/',irty-fiv_ years_ of age, have been a resident of

24 Truk District for at least _._-nty-five years and five years

25 inmediately preceding his appo_/_tment, be learned in the law,
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1 and possess additional qualifications as may be prescribed

2 by_o
I

3 Secticm 5. Ccmpensation of Justices of the District

4 Court shall be prescribed by law. _eir compensation shall not

5 be decreased during their respective telms of office, except

6 by general laq applying to salaried officers of the District

7 _t.

• 8 Section 6. Justices or judges of municipal courts, and

9 Other oourts or tribunals shall be selected in a manner, for

i0 temas, and _rith qualifications as prescribed by isw.

iI Section 7. The oourts and tribunals shall have original

12 and appellate jurisdictic_ as prescribed by law. The courts shall

13 constitute a unified judicial systea for operation and a6_inis-

14 tration.

15 Section 8. _e District Court shall make and promulgate
\

16 rules governing the administration of all courts. It shall make

17 and promulgate rules govezning t/_e practice and procedure in

18 civil and criminal cases in all courts, 9_ich shall have the

19 force and effect of i_, provided that the Legislature may

20 establish or change sudl rules by i_. The District Court shall

21 be a court of record.

22 Section 9. The Chief Justio_ of the District Court

23 shall be the administrative head of all oourts. The Chief Justice

24 shall, with the approval of the District court, appoint an

25 administrative director to serve at l_is pleasure and to supervise
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S_ATE BIIL NO. 7-120, S.D.I, H.D.I

1 the adm/nis_mative operations of the judicial sysbam.

2

3 Taxation and Finance

4 Sectian i. The pcwer of taxation shall never be

5 surrenderedr _dspended or ecntracted away, except as provided

6 in this Article.

7 Secticn 2. No tax shall be levied or appropriaticn

8 of public money made or public property transferred except for

9 a public pml_ose.

10 S6_tion 3. The property of citizens of t/_eTrust

ii Territory of the Pacific Islands residing without Truk District

12 shall never be taxed at a higher rate than property belonging to

13 the residents of Truk District.

14 Section 4. The property of the Trust Territory of the

15 Pacific Islands and t/_ District Government or its politic_ sub-

16 divisions _all be exempt from taxation under oonditiorL_and

17 exceptions which may be provided by i_. Other exemptions may

18 be granted by general law. J

19 S¢<_tion5. Private leaseholds, contracts or interests

20 in property _med or held by the Trust Territory of the Pacific

21 Islands, the District Gover_t or its political su_/ivisic_s,

22 shall be taxable to the extent of interest.

23 S6_tion 6. Standards of appraisal of all property

24 assessed by the District Goverm_nt or its political subdivisions

25 shall be prescribed by law.

• [
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S_ATE BILL NO. 7-120, S.D.I, H.D.I

1 Section 7. Appropriation bills enacted by the

2 Legislature shall not provide for the appropriation of funds in . . , .

3 excess of _Dunts as are available or estin_ted to be available

4 from revenues raised pursuant to the tax Im_ or other revenue

5 laws of the District Government and received or estimated to be

6 received frcm tax la4s and other revenue l_s of the Trust

7 Territory of the Pacific Islands or from any other •source.

8 Section 8. No money _lall be withdr_ from the

9 District G_ermm_t treasury except in accordance with appropri-

I0 ations made by la¢. No obligation for the payment of money

ii shall be incA_rred except as authorized by i_. Unabligated

12 appropriations outstanding at the end of t]_ period of time

13 specified by. law shall be void.

14 _ction 9. The Governor shall submit to the

15 LegislatureF at a t_ prescribed by la_, a budget setting forth

16 a complete plan of proposed expe_ditures and anticipated receipts

17 of the District G_le_t for the ensuing fiscal year, together

18 wit]_ other "u_fomnation as tile Legislature n_y r_/ire.. The budget

19 shall be _tted in a foma prescribed by i_.

20 The Governor _lall also, upon the opening of each

21 regular session of the Legislature, sulxnit bills to provide for

22 proposed _dituz_s and for any reccnmended additional revenues !

23 _y which the proposed expenditures are to be n_t. Such bills shall

24 be introduced in t/_e Legislature upon the opening of each regular

25 session.
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S_qATE BILL NO. 7-120, S.D.I, H.D.I

1 Secticn i0. The Legislature may appoint an auditor

2 to serve at: its plea_ire. He shall be a certified public

3 accountant. The auditor shall conduct audits as prescribed by

4 Law and sl_ll report to the Legislature and the Governor.

5 ARTICLE VII

6 Local Government

7 SectiQn i. The Legislature may create rmmicipalities

8 and other _x31itical subdivisions within the District and provide

9 for the g__t thereof. Each municipality or political

i0 subdivision shall have and exercise p_;_rs as shall be conferred

ii under genental l_4s. _.ktnicipalitiesmay be merged, consolidated,

12 classified, reclassified, or dissolved in a manner prescribed by

13 general i_. / ............

14 Section 2. Each municipality shall have .p_._r to frame

15 and adopt a charter fo_: its _m self-go\_rnn__nt within limits and

16 under proc_.dures as may be prescribed by general law.

17 _Xlnicipal charter provisions with respect to a

18 manicipalit_'s structure and organization shall be superior to

19 statutory provisions, subject to the authority of the

20 Legislature to enact general l_s allocating and reallocating

21 Ix_wers and functions of municipalities.

22 A i_ may qt_%lify as a g_eral law even though it

23 is inapplic_uble to one or more municipalities for purposes of the

24 provisions of this section.

25 section 3. The taxing power shall be reserved to the
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SklqATEBILL NO. 7-120, S.D.I, H.D.I

1 District Goverm_nt, except so much thereof as may he delegated

2 by the Legislature to the municipalities, and the Legislature

3 shall have _he power to apporti(_ district revenues ancng the

4 several municipalities.

5 Section 4. Agreements, including those for cooperative

6 or joint administration of any functions or p__rs, may be made

7 by any municipality with any other municipality, or with the

8 District _t, unless othen_ise provided by law or municipal

9 Qharter°

10 Section 5. An agency s_{allbe established by law in
%

ii the executive branch of the District -Governmentto advise and

12 assist municipal governments, and perfomn other duties as _'_

13 prescribed by law.

14 ARTICLE_VIII

1"5 Health, Education and _'_Ifare

16 Section i. _le District Gove_t shall provide for the

17 protection _md prc_otion of t/]epublic health°

18 _tion 2. The District Go%_r_vent shall have t/]epower

19 to provide for treatment and rehabilitation, as _ll as

20 dcmiciliary care, of mentally or phvsically h_idicapped persons.

21 Secticn 3. The District Goverr_ent shall have the pa_er

22 to provide assistance to perscns unable to maintain a standard of

23 living compatible with decency and health. •

24 _.ction 4. The District Goverm_nt shall have the power

25 to conserve and develop the District's natural beauty, objects and
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SENATE BILL NO. 7-120, S.D.I, H.D.I

1 places of historic or cultural interest, sightliness _u%d physical

2 good order, and for that purpose private property shall be subject •

3 to reasonable regulation by law.

4 Secticn 5. The District Governnent shall provide for

5 the establishment and support of a district-wide system of public

6 schools free fr_ sectarian control, public libraries and other

7 educational institutions as may be d_ desirable, including

8 physical facilities t/_erefor. There shall be no segregation in

9 public educational institutions because of race, religion or

I0 ancestry.

ii ARPIC/Z IX
%

12 Conservation _and Develo_nent of Resouroes

13 Section i. The District Govel_nent shall promote the t

14 conservation and development of a_ricultural, marine, mineral, :•

forest, water, land and other natural resources. 5__

17 harmful substances shall not be tested, stored, used, or disposed/ • _l

18 of within t2Le jurisdiction of the District %ithout the express _. _[_)

19 approval of the District Government and concerned municipal _°_/

20 governments in. a manner prescribed by law. ' . 1 _f"

21 Section 3. Title to land or waters within the District _'_Jw_ _

22 may be acquired only be citizens of the Trust Territory of the 7__-_

23 Pacific Islm_ds or oorporations wholly o_med by such citizens.

24 A_FICLE X

25 General Provisions

• !
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i SENATE BILL NO. 7-120, S.D.I, H.D.I

o

1 Section i. _,Z__nIsl_1 shall be t/_ Capital of the

2 Truk District gove_t.

3 Se¢._icn2. The District Gove_t and its political

4 subdivisions may cooperate with the Trust Territory of the

5 Pacific Islands, and other Districts and _eir political

6 subdivisions on matters of cQ_on interest, and funds may be

7 appropriated to effect such cooperation.

8 Section 3. The employment of persons in the civil

9 service, as c_fined by law, of or under the District Government,

10 shall be gov_luuedby the merit principle.

Ii Section 4. All public officers, before entering upc_

12 the duties of their offices, shall take and subscribe to the

].3 follc_ing oa_% or affJ_uTaticm: "I do sol_mnly _ar (or affinn)

14 t/_atI will _pport and defend the _arter of the Tr_ District

15 Gove_t, _d that I will faith_ly discharge my duties as

16 to due best of my ability." The I_gislature may prescr__ further

17 oaths or affirmations.

18 Section 5. _ue enumeration in this Charter of specific

19 p_._rs shall not be construed as llmihations upcn the pc_r of

20 the District Gove_t to provide for the general 9_].fareof

21 the people.

22 Sec._zion6. The previsions of this Charter shall be self-

23 executing to the fullest ext_t t/_attheir respective natures pezmit.

24 ARTICLE XI

25 Legislature Electi_n Districts
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'SI_qA_ BILL NO. 7-120, S.D.I, H.D.I

1 Section i. The first election district sh_l be the

2' islands of Moen, Fc_o and Pis and shall have five members.

3 Se(-_.ion2. The second election district shall be t_he

4 islands of Dublon and Etten and shall have two r_aubers °

5 Section 3. The third election district shall be the

• /
6 islands of Fefan, Parenn _ld Tsis and shall have three members.

7 Section 4. The fc_irt/uelection distlict shall be the

8 island of Uman _%d shall have _ m_rbers.

9 Se¢.__ion5. The fifth electi_% distriCt shall be the

i0 islands of Udot, Rcrnalum, Eot and Fa%apanges and shall have t_

ii n_mbers.

12 Se_ion 6. _ sixth election district shall be the
L

13 island of ToIL and shall have t/_ree n_rs.

14 Section 7. %_ue seventh election distriCt shall be the

15 islands of Patta, Polle 6_d Wonei _id shall have t_ m6mlx_rs.

16 S_;ti_n 8. %_e eighth election district shall be the

17 islands of I_3sap, Pis-Losap and Naua and shall have two members.

18 Section 9. The ninth election district shall be the

19 islands of N_oluk, Ettal, Kuttu m_d bbch and shall have two

20 rc_ubers.

21 Section I0. The tenth election distriCt shall be the

22 islands of Oneop, Lukunor, Sat_._an aid Ta and shall have two

23 men_oers.

24 SeCtion Ii. 'l_e elevent/l election district shall be the

25 islands of Fananu, b_rilo, Non_._inand Ruo and shall have one m_nber.
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Sh_ATE BIIL NO. 7-120, S.D.I, II.D.I

%

1 Section 12. The t_ifth election district shall be the

2 islands of P_tlap,Pulusuk, Pul_at and Tamata_ and shall have

3 cne_.

4 Section 13. The thirteenth election district shall be

5 the islands of _,_gur,On'i, Ono, Pisarach and Ulul and shall have

6 one meaber.

7 AR?ICLE XII

8 _mendment and Revision

9 Section i. Revisions of or c_ndments to this C_arter

i0 may be proposed by the I_gislature by adopt_ d_e same in the

ii manner requiz_d for legislation, by a _-thirds vote of the

12 men_rs of the Legislature.

13 Section 2. At a general or special election, or a

14 ref_dt_n prescribed by la.7,foll_ging adoption by the Legislature

15 of the proposed anendments or revisions, t/_eproposed a_end_P_nts

16 or revisicns shall be suhndtted to the electorate for approval or

17 rejection upon a separate ballot.

18 The amendments or revisions shall be effective only

19 if approved by a majority of votes tallied upon the question.

20 The provisions of this section shall be self-

21 executing, but the'Legislature shall make the necessary appropriations

22 and may enact legislation to facilitate their operations.

23 Section 3. No proposal for _nend_nt or revision of this

24 Charter adopted in a manner provided by this Article shall be

25 subject to veto by the Governor.

q
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SENATE BILL NO. 7-120, S.D.I, H.D.I

1 Section 4. %T_ HighCQ_missionermay _end or revisel/

IC2 this Charter on his _c_n initiative, unless otherwise provided

3 bylaw.

4 ARTICLE XIII

5 Transition

6 Section I. The C_vernor _all be perscnally and legally

7 responsible to %/_eHigh Cc_nissiQner for the administraticn of

8 programs, projects and activities of t2m Trust R_rritory Government

9 including any appropriation, apportionment, reapportic_ment or

10 allohnent of funds of the United States Congress, the Congress of

II _iicronesia,the Legislature or from any other source, unless other-

12 wise provided by la_z,

13 SectiQn 2. All la%_ in force in Truk District on t/_e

14 effective date of t/hisCharter and consistent therewith shall

15 cohtinue in force unt_l t/]ey_xpire by their cwn lim_itation,ire

16 amended or repealed.

17 Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter,

18 all rights, titles, actions, suits, contracts, and liabilities•

].9 and all civil, criminal or adttinistrativeprooee_gs shall

20 continue unai=fected,and the chartered District Gov_t shall

21 be the legal successor to the unchartered District Government in

22 these matters.

23 Sec._icn4. Political subdivisions of the unchartered

24 District Gove_t existing on the effective date of this Charter

25 shall oontint_ to exercise their powers and functions _der
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SEHA_ BILLNO. 7-120, S.D.I, H.D.I

1 existing imp, pending enactment of legislation to carry out the

2 provisions of this Charter. l_e_political _f_3ivision may be

3 created only in accordance wit/%this Charter.

4 Sect.ion 5. All officers of the und_artered District

5 Government, or under its I_, cn the effective date of this

6 Charter shall continue to perform t_%eduties of their offices

7 in a manner consistent with this Charter until they are superseded

8 by officers of the char-tered District Goverr_e_nt. _ne provisions

9 of Section 6, 8, and 10 of Article III shall not apply to members

i0 of the Legislature until the first _nday in May of 1978.

ii Section 6. The first general election shall take place

12 not less th_n ninety days after the effective date of this

13 Charter in case t/_ (3]aFter becsnes effective after the seccnd

14 Tuesday in January, 1978 otherwise it shall t_e place on the

15 date specified in this Charter.

16 Section 7. In case the first general election takes

17 place after %he second Tuesday in March of 1978, the dates of the

18 beginning of t/%eten_ of the electe_l district officials and the

19 con_g date of the Legislature shall be delayed by the number

20 of days the general election succeeds t/%esecond Tuesday in _&rch.

21 The teams of the district officials shall count as full terms.

22 Section 8. The provisions of Section 8 of Article III

23 shall not prohibit any n_mber of the first Legislature traderthis

24 Charter frcm holding any office or position after his first term.

25 S_._ztion9. %_nisCharter shall take effect upon its
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1 adoption;by the Congress of _ticronesiaand its approval by the

2 }iighC_mdssioner.

•3 Section I0. The Legislature _%all adopt an official

4 Trukese translation of this Charter after the Charter is approved

5 by the High Ccrsnissioner."

6 SectiQn 2. This act shall take effect upon approval by the

7 High _ssioner, or upon its beccndng I,_4without such approval.

8

9 , 1977

I0

ii

12 llighCcnndssioner

13 Trust %_rritory of the Pacific Islands
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