
AGREEMENT FOR STUDIES AND 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES I N  CONNECTION 
WITH THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

THIS AGREEMENT is  made and e n t e r e d  i n t o  a s  of t h e  /!i ,qr day of 
- 

-.J ~1 L d  , 1976, by and between t h e  O f f i c e  of T r a n s i t i o n  S t u d i e s  

and Planning  ("OTSP") and t h e  law £ i n n  of Wilmer, C u t l e r  and P i c k e r i n g ,  

Washington, D. C. ("WC&Pf1). 

WITNESSETH t h a t :  

WHEREAS, t h e  Covenant t o  E s t a b l i s h  a Commonwealth of t h e  Northern 

Mariana I s l a n d s  i n  P o l i t i c a l  Union w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s  of America 

("Covenant") w a s  approved by Congress and s igned  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  as 

P u b l i c  Law 94-241 on March 24, 1976; 

WHEREAS, A r t i c l e  I1 of t h e  Covenant a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  people  of  t h e  

Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  t o  fo rmula t e  and approve a C o n s t i t u t i o n  pu r suan t  

t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  A r t i c l e  I1 and a C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention f o r  t h i s  

purpose i s  scheduled  t o  be  h e l d  du r ing  1976; 

WHEREAS, OTSP h a s  been charged w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  by t h e  United 

States-Marianas J o i n t  Commission f o r  a r r a n g i n g  f o r  t h e  neces sa ry  s t u d i e s  

and p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  connect ion wi th  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention; 

WHEREAS, OTSP h a s  determined t h a t  WC&P posses ses  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  

expe r i ence ,  e x p e r t i s e  and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t o  provide  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  and 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  and  h a s ,  acco rd ing ly ,  s e l e c t e d  WC&P t o  p rov ide  such  

s t u d i e s  and s e r v i c e s ;  and 

WFREAS, t h e  p a r t i e s  have m e t  and n e g o t i a t e d  t h e  terms and p r o v i s i o n s  

of t h i s  Agreement; 

NOW, THEREFORE, t h e  p a r t i e s  do mutua l ly  a g r e e  t h a t  WC&P w i l l  p rovide  

t h e  s e r v i c e s  d e s c r i b e d  below and  OTSP w i l l  compensate WC&P i n  accord  w i t h  

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  Agreement. 



ARTICLE I: SCOPE OF WORK 

A) B r i e f i n g  Papers:  WCdP w i l l  p r epa re  b r i e f i n g  papers  i n  advance 

of  t h e  Convention f o r  use  by t h e  d e l e g a t e s .  Such b r i e f i n g  papers  w i l l  

d e a l  w i th  those  s u b j e c t s  which WC&P b e l i e v e s  should  b e  cons idered  by t h e  

d e l e g a t e s  i n  d r a f t i n g  a  proposed C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  such a s  t h e  Executive 

Branch, t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch, J u d i c i a r y ,  Local  Government, B i l l  of R igh t s ,  

Su f f r age  and E l e c t i o n s ,  Taxat ion  and Pub l i c  Debt, Amendment P rocess ,  Land 

Al i ena t ion ,  Pub l i c  Lands and o t h e r  Na tu ra l  Resources, C i v i l  Se rv ice ,  and 

Schedule and T r a n s i t i o n a l  Problems. I n  p repa r ing  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g  pape r s ,  

WC&P under takes  t o  review t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  s e l e c t e d  S t a t e  and o t h e r  

c o n s t i t u t i o n s  and t o  review t h e  r e l e v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  on each s u b j e c t .  Such 

papers  s h a l l  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Convention no l a t e r  

than t e n  (10) days b e f o r e  t h e  beginning  of  t h e  Convention. 

B) P r o f e s s i o n a l  Serv ices :  WC&P w i l l  p rov ide  t h e  fo l lowing p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s e r v i c e s  i n  connect ion w i t h  t h e  Convention: 

1 )  Advise t h e  Pre-Convention Committee and t h e  Convention r ega rd ing  

i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  r u l e s  of procedures ,  and t h e  o r d e r l y  conduct of t h e  

Convention; and 

2 )  Provide  p r o f e s s i o n a l  suppor t  dur ing  t h e  Convention a s  r e q u i r e d  

under t h e  supe rv i s ion  of a  p a r t n e r  of WC&P, inc lud ing  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  

of  supplemental  r e s e a r c h  memoranda, s u b s t a n t i v e  advice  r ega rd ing  t h e  

d e l i b e r a t i o n s  of t h e  Convention, and d r a f t i n g  s e r v i c e s .  Such 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  be  r e spons ive  t o  t h e  needs of t h e  Convention 

a s  determined by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Convention and/or  OTSP. 

ARTICLE 11: PROJECT PERSONNEL 

WC&P undertakes t o  p rov ide  t h e  necessa ry  number of q u a l i f i e d  l e g a l  and 

o t h e r  pe r sonne l  under t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of Howard R. Wi l lens ,  a  p a r t n e r  of  

WC&P, t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  under t h i s  Agreement. 

ARTICLE 111: DURATION OF THE AGREEMENT 

The dura t ion  of t h i s  Agreement s h a l l  be  from t h e  d a t e  of  execut ion  



hereof t o  the end of t h e  f i r s t  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention convened pursuant  

t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  enacted by the  Northern Mariana I s l ands  D i s t r i c t  Leg i s la tu re .  

ARTICLE I V :  COMPENSATION 

The p a r t i e s  agree t o  t h e  fol lowing terms f o r  compensation of WC&P f o r  

providing t h e  s e r v i c e s  descr ibed i n  A r t i c l e  11: 

A) WC&P w i l l  b i l l  OTSP on a monthly b a s i s  a t  i ts  normal hourly charges 

f o r  t h e  work performed by WC&P personnel,  f o r  the  r e t e n t i o n  of consu l t an t s ,  

and t h e  t r a v e l  and per  diem expenses incurred by WC&P. Such monthly 

s ta tements  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  t h e  lawyers and o t h e r s  working on the  p r o j e c t  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  consul tant  f e e s  and o t h e r  expenses incurred by WC&P. 

B) OTSP undertakes t o  pay WC&P wi th in  t h i r t y  (30) days a f t e r  r e c e i p t  

of t h e  monthly s ta tements  from WC&P up t o  t h e  amount of ONE HUNJIRED FIFTY 

THOUSAND DOLLARS ($150,000) . 
C) I n  add i t ion ,  OTSP undertakes t o  pay an  amount no t  t o  exceed FIVE 

THOUSAND DOLLARS ($5,000.00) t o  compensate WC&P f o r  the  c o s t s  of p r i n t i n g  

one hundred (100) copies  of the  b r i e f i n g  papers described i n  A r t i c l e  I (A) 

above. 

ARTICLE V: TERMINATION OF AGREDIENT 

This Agreement may be terminated f o r  cause by e i t h e r  p a r t y  upon t h i r t y  

(30) days w r i t t e n  n o t i c e .  The i n a b i l i t y  o r  f a i l u r e  of WC&P t o  perform the  

s e r v i c e s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h i s  Agreement s h a l l  be deemed cause f o r  terminat ion 

of t h e  Agreement by OTSP. The i n a b i l i t y  o r  f a i l u r e  of OTSP t o  provide the  

compensation s p e c i f i e d  in A r t i c l e  I V  of t h i s  Agreement s h a l l  be deemed cause 

f o r  terminat ion by WCbP. I n  t h e  event  of  termination,  OTSP s h a l l  compensate 

WC&P f o r  the  s e r v i c e s  performed p r i o r  t o  the  d a t e  of termination.  



ARTICLE V I :  GENERAL PROVISIONS 

A. Agreement Not Assignable: WCdP may not  a ss ign ,  s e l l  o r  t r a n s f e r  

t h i s  Agreement, o r  any p a r t  the reof ,  without  t h e  express  p r i o r  w r i t t e n  

consent  of OTSP. 

B. Rela t ionship  of OTSP and WC&P: For the  purpose of t h i s  Agreement, 

WC&P s h a l l  be considered as an independent c o n t r a c t o r  and n o t  a s  an agent ,  

employee or  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of OTSP and n e i t h e r  WC&P nor any of i t s  personnel  

s h a l l  a c t  f o r ,  r ep resen t ,  o r  b ind OTSP i n  any capac i ty  o r  manner except with 

t h e  w r i t t e n  consent of t h e  Di rec to r  of  OTSP. 

C.  Business Act iv i ty :  WC&P understands t h a t  t h e  law of t h e  Northern 

Mariana I s l a n d s  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  bus iness  and economic a c t i v i t y  of nonci t  i zens  

of t h e  Trus t  T e r r i t o r y  and corpora t ions  which a r e  n o t  wholly owned by 

c i t i z e n s  of the  T r u s t  Ter r i to ry .  During t h e  pe r iod  t h i s  Agreement is i n  

f o r c e  and i n  e f f e c t ,  WCdP agrees not  t o  permit  personnel  working under its 

supervis ion t o  engage in any p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e i r  

pe r sona l  p r o f i t  o r  gain.  

D .  Notices: ALL no t i ces ,  correspondence, o r  payments required t o  b e  

s e n t  t o  e i t h e r  p a r t y  hereunder s h a l l  be s e n t  t o  t h e  p a r t i e s  a t  t h e  address 

s t a t e d  i n  t h i s  paragraph, e i t h e r  by mai l  o r  de l ive red  personal ly .  Service  

of any n o t i c e  o r  demand by mai l  s h a l l  be  deemed complete t e n  (10) days 

af  ter mail ing o r  on t h e  da te  a c t u a l l y  received,  whichever i s  f i r s t .  

For OTSP: Di rec to r  
Off i c e  of T r a n s i t i o n  S t u d i e s  and Planning 
P. 0. Box 42 
Saipan, Mariana I s l a n d s  96950 

For WC&P: Howard P. Willens 
Wilmer, Cut ler  & Picker ing 

4 1666 K S t r e e t ,  N.W. 
Washington, D .  C. 20006 

Each pa r ty  may change i ts designated address  by se rv ing  no t i ce ,  i n  wr i t ing ,  

on t h e  o the r  p a r t y  a s  provided above. 

E. Agreement Complete: It i s  hereby express ly  agreed t h a t  t h i s  

Agreement contains aU t h e  terms, covenants, cond i t ions  and agreements of  



t h e  p a r t i e s ,  and t h a t  t h i s  Agreement cannot  be  a l t e r e d ,  changed, modif ied 

o r  added t o ,  except  i n  w r i t i n g ,  and s igned  by t h e  p a r t i e s  h e r e t o .  No o r a l  

s t a t emen t  of any person  connected w i t h  OTSP o r  WChP s h a l l  i n  any manner o r  

degree  modify o r  o the rwi se  a f f e c t  t h e  terms of t h i s  Agreement. 

I N  WITNESS WHEREOF, t h e  p a r t i e s  h e r e t o  have executed t h i s  Agreement a s  

of t h e  d a t e  f i r s t  above w r i t t e n .  

OFFICE OF TRANSITION STUDIES AND PLANNING 

/ 
- 

By : I _ _  <. ., 
Pedro A. Tenorio 
D i r e c t o r  

WILMER, CUTLER & PICKERING 

By : & ~ p i c / u  
~ o w a r d  P . Willens 
P a r t n e r  

WITNESS : 


