
FOURTI1 NORl'IfERN MARXANA I S L A N D S  LEGXSIJI'I'URE 

EXGIITH REGULAR SPiSSION 

ACT NO. 3 4 7 - 1 9 7 6  
INTRODUCED B Y :  IION. OLYMPIO T .  B O R J A ,  DflLt7GATE-AT-URGE 

H O N .  J ~ S E  R .  C R U Z ,  T I N I R N  
IION. MANUEL D. MUNA, SAI'PAN 

IION. V I C E N Y E  N .  S A N T O S ,  S A I P A N  

' HON. J E S U S  V .  GUCRIiEI?O, S A I P A N  

HON. IIEKMAN Q .  GUEHREHO, S A I P A N  
I I O N .  HERMAN R .  G U E R R E R O ,  DELEGATE-AT-URGE 

HON. JUAN C .  D I A Z ,  S A I P A N  

HON. FRANCISCO M .  D I A Z ,  S A I P A N  

HON. J U L I A N  S .  CA LVO, ROTA 

HON . MARCELINO M .  MANGLONA , ROTA 

IION . HERp1AN T .  PALACIOS ,, DELEGATE-AT-LARGE 

HON.. OSCAR C .  R A S A  , DE1,BGATE-AT-LARGE 

HON. BENJAMIN T .  MANGLONA, ROTA 

HON. LORENZO I .  GUI:RKERO, S A I P A N  

AN ACT CALLING FOR A COhlSTI>nUTJONAL CONVENYION 

FOR TI-IE NOHII'HERIV N A R J M A  I S T J I , ~ ' ~ I S ;  P R E S C R I B I N G  

I l ' S  PC)io'l?I?S, DIITIES AND FUIv'C'I'1i)rVS; AU7'11C),L\'IZIAVG 
APYROI"RI.4 II'ION TI!I;'TdEI'OR; AND I'OR 07'IlEIi I-'URI'OSES 

BE 1.7' ENACTED BY THE FOURTH NORTHERN ,fiJARIiVIA I S I A N D S  LEGISLATURE,  TI IAT:  

( 1  S e c t i o n  1 .  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  h e r e b y  c r e a t e d  a  -------. 

I/ C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Con-ven t i  on i n  a n d  f o r  the Northern i j a r j a n a  

II I s 1  a n d s  . The C o l j v e n t j o n  s h a l l  be k n o w n  a s  the  Nor-L hern )! ,srja-nas 

1) S e c t . j o n  2 .  D e l e g a t e s .  -- - -- 

I! ( A )  T h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  consist o f  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  f o r t y - o n e  

I I ( 4 1 )  d e l e g a t e s ,  a l l  o f  w l ~ o m  m u s t  be c i t i z e n s  o f  the T r u s t  

I I T e r r i t o r y  a n d  b o n a f i d e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  the  Northern M a r i a n a  

I/ I s l a n d s ,  t o  be s e l e c t e d  a s  f o l l o k ~ s :  

II ( 1 )  N u n j c i p a l i t - y  o f  S a i p a n  shal.2 be e n t i t l e d  t o  a 

m i n i m u m  of t w e n t y - f i v e  (25) d e . l e g a t e s  c l c c t e d  at-3.31-gc 

and two ( 2 )  d i s c r e t  j o r ~ s r y  a d d i t i o n a l  d r ~ l r y a  tes 

I I a p ~ ) o i n t e d  by the I?c~.si d e n t  Corllrn.i ss ior~cr  . 
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( 3 )  M u n i c i p a 1 i  t y  o f  T i n i a n ,  f i v e  ( 5 )  d e l e g a t e s ,  e l e c t e d  

a t - 3 ' a r y e ;  a n d  

( 4 )  , M u n j c i p a l i  t y  o f  R o t a ,  e j y h t  ( 8 )  d e l e g a t e s  , e l e c t e d  

a t - l a r y e .  

S e c t j o n  3 .  Q u a l j f j c a t i o n s  o f  D e l e g a t e s  -- a n d  E l i g i b i l i t y .  

( A )  Any  p e t s o n  who i s  t w e n t y - o n e  ( 2 1 )  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  i s  a 

r e g i s t e r e d  voter p u r s u a n t  t o  C h a p t e r  2 . 3 2  o f  the  N o r t h e r n  

M a r i a n a  T s l a n d s  Code,,  i s  not c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  a  j u d y m e n t  o f  

n t c n t a l  i n c o m p e t e n c y  or i n s a n i t y ,  a n d  js not c u r r e n t l y  ur lder  

- p a r o l e ,  p r o b a t i o n  w.r s e n t - e n c e  f o r  a n y  f e l o n y  f o r  w h i c h  he 

h a s  been c o n v i c t e d  3 y  a n y  c o u r t  of t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  or 

w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  h a s  not 

been p a r d o n e d ,  s h a l l  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  e lec t ion  a s  a  d e l e g a t e .  

I 
(B) S u b m i t  a  p e t j t j o n  s i g n e d  b y  t w e n t y - f i v e  ( 2 5 )  g u a l j f j e d  a n d  

I r e g i s t e r e d  voters ,  a l l  o f  whom m u s t  r e s i d e  i n  the e l e c t o r a l  

p r e c i n c t  w h i c h  the c a n d i d a i : ~  i s  r -unn jng  . 
I 

S c c t j o n  4 .  V o t e r s  ~ u a 1 i f i c a t i o ; k - .  . 

( A )  A ;)c-2rson s h a l l  be q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  for  a d e l e g a t e  t o  the 

N o r t ~ l ~ e r n  E l a r i a r ~ a s  C o l ~ s t i  t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  i f  he i s  : 

( 1 )  A T r u s t  ~ e r r i t o r y  c j t j z e n  d o n r o c j l e d  i n  the Northern 

M a r i a n a  I s l a ~ 2 d s  and w l ~ o  h a s  r e s i d e d  i n  h i s  el e c t n r a l  

p r e c i n c t  for  a t  l e a s t  one ( I )  y c a r  i l i r l n e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  

the elect ion.  

( 2 )  E i g h t e e n  (18) y e a r s  o f  a g e  or o l d e r  o n  t l ~ c  c7'3te o f  t -he  

e l e c t i o n  a n d  i s  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  v o t e .  P r o v j d c d ,  I ~ o w c v c r ,  

for the  purpo:cs  o f  t h i s  s p e c j a l  clt>ction V ~ ~ J C I - W ~ S C ?  

q u a 1  i f i u d  e l e c t o r s  o f  the N o r t l ~ c ? r n  ~ a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  who  

a r e  h o ~ ~ a f  1 d e  St- 1~dcljt.q i ~ b r . o ~ d  a r.c c:xi~ilrl)tc~d ~ I . C J ~ I  re5jj s- 

\ 
t r a t i o n  u l ~ d e r  : ; e c t i o n  4 ( A )  ( 2 )  o f  th is  A c l - ,  and  s h a l l  bc 
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a n d  r e g u l a ' t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  s a m e  i s s u e  b y  the E l e c t i o n  

C o ~ n m j s s i o n e r  a s  a u t h o r j z c d  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  s i x  ( 6 )  o f  

( 3 )  A t  the t i m e  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  n o t  s e r v i n g  a  s e n t e n c e  

or u n d e r  p a r o l e  or p r o b a t i o n  f o r  a n y  f e l o n y  f o r  which 

he h a s  been c o n v i c t e d  b y  a n y  c o u r t  o f  the T r u s t  

T e r r i  t o r y ;  and 

( 4 )  A t  the t i m e  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  not u n d e r  j u d g m e n t  o f  

m e n t a l  i n c o m p e t e n c y  or i n s a n j t y .  

I 

( B )  For the  p u r p o s e  o f  this A c t  " d o m i c j l e "  Ys d e f i l ~ e d  a s  " t h a t  

p l a c e  w l ~ e l - e  a  p e r s o n  m a i n t a i n s . a  r e s i d e n c e  w i t ) ]  t h e  i n t e n -  

t i o n  o f  c o n t j n u i r l g  s u c h  r e s i d e n c e  for  a n  u n l i m i t e d  or 

i n d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d ,  a n d  t o  w h i c h  s u c h  p e r s o n  h a s  the i n t e n -  

t i o n  o f  r e t u r n i n g  w h e n e v e r  he i s  a b s e n t ,  e v e n  f o r  a n  e x t e n d e d  

p e r j  o d .  " 

S e c t j o r l  5 .  T i m e  o f  E l e c t - i o n .  T h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  d e l e g a t e s  t o  the  N o r t h e r n  ----- 

- 
M a r i a n a s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  be h e l d  o n  O c t o b e r  3 ,  

1 9 7 6 ,  a t  the h o u r  o f  .7:00 a .  m. t o  G:OO p .  m . ,  i n c l u s j v e l y ,  

y r o v i d c c ? ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  a l l  vo t t rs  w a i t i n g  w i t h i n  the p o l  l i n g  

a r e a  a t  the c l o s i n g  h o u r  S h a l l  be a l l o w e d  t o  vo te .  

S c c l  i o n  6. C o n d u c t  o f  E l  c u t j o n  . T h e  R e s i d e n t  C o ~ r u n i s s i o r ~ e r  f o r  the Govern- 
--.- ---.--~-- 

rncnt o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  h f a r i a n a  T s 1 ~ 1 1 d s  s h a l l  be the  E l e c t i o n  

C o n u n j s s i o n e r  ~ n d  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the p l a n n i n g ,  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  

- 
for a n d  thc  h o l d i n g  o f  the e l e c t i o n  o f  d e l e g a t e s  t o  the Northern 

M a r i a n a s  C o r i s t i  t u t i o n a l  C o n v c r l t i o n ,  a n d  s h a l l  i s s u c ,  s11cIl n c ~ c d f u l  

r u l e s  and  1 - e g r ~ l a t i o n s ,  , n o t  incor~sis tent  hri t h  t l ~ e  f a I l o \ ~ - i n g  t o  

c o n d ~ l c t  t11is e l e c t i o n .  

( A )  Y'hc name o f  a n y  ~ ~ ~ n d i d a t c  f o r  e 1 c c t : j o n  a s  a  d e l c y a t e  s h a l l  

be p r i n t e d  o n  ijn cl!'ficicll b a l l o t  t o  bc uscd  a t  t - I J ~  e l e c t i o n  

f o r  c:hoos.ing d c l c ! ! . , t e s  o n l y  i f  a t  l < ? i j ~ t  i / f t c ? c n  ( 1 5 )  d a y s  
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p r i o r  t o  s u c h  e l e c t i o n  a  n o n ~ i n a t i o n  paper  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  

f i l e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  E l e c t i o n  Con tmi s s joner  n o m i n a t i n g  

h i m  a s  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  a  d e l e g a t e ,  and s i g r ~ e d  b y  C y  n o t  less 

t h a n  t w e n t y - f i v e  ( 2 5 )  g u a R j f j e d  v o t e r s .  P r o v i d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t h a t  c a n d i d a t e s  f r o m  t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  S a i p a n  s h a l l  t i m e l y  

f i l e  n o m i n a t i o n  p a p e r s  s i y n e d  b y  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  t w e n t y - f i v e  

( 2 5 )  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  a l o n g  wi  r h  a  f e e  o f  T e n  D o l l a r s  

( $ 2 0 . 0 0 )  wj t h  a  l o c a l  municipal o f f i c e r  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  

R e s i d e n t  ~ o r n m i s s i o n e r  t o  receive s u c h ,  and w h o  i n  t u r n  s h a l l  

n o t i f y  t h e  R e s j d e n t  Corrrrnjssjoner o f  e a c h  s u c h  f i l i n g .  T h e r e  

s h a l l  be d e p o s i t e d  w i t h  e a c h  n o m j n a t j o n  p a p e r  a  f e e  o f  T e n  

D o l l a r s  ( $ 1 0 . 0 0 ) .  S u c h  n o m i n a t i o n  f e e  s h a l l  be p a i d  over 

i n t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  Fund o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  

L e ~ i s l a t u r e .  No s a c h  norninat i 'on pi3per s h a l l  c o n t a i n  a n y  

r e f e r e n c e  t o ,  or d e s i g n a t e  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ,  and t h e  

b a l l o t s  u s e d  a t  s u c h  e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  c o n t a i n  a n y  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  or d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  the p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  or - 
a f f i l i a t i o n  gf a n y  c a n d i d a t e .  T h e  E l e c t i o n  Comrn i s s joner  

6 

s l ~ a l l ,  upon  r e c e i p t  o f  t h ~  n ~ ~ n j n a t i o n  p a p c r ,  e n d o r s e  t h e r e o n  

t l l c  d a y ,  l i our  and m i n u t e  t - h a t  s u c h  ~ ~ o ~ n i n a t i o i ~  p a p c r  i s  

r e c e i v e d ,  

( B )  I n  c a s e  o f  a t i e  v o t e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  d e l e g a t e s ,  the 

c a n d i d a t e s  so t i e d  s h a l l  d raw  l o t s  u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  

t l ~ e  E l e c t i o n  Commissioner t o  d e t e r m i n e  w b i c h  o f  t h e m  s h a l l  

be s e l e c t e d  a s  d e l r y a t c s .  

(C )  E x c e p t  a s  o t l i e r w i s e  s p c c i f  i c a 2  1  y p r o v j d e d  h c l - c i n  , t h e  

e lect ion '  f o r  s u c h  d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d ,  t l ~ e  r e t u r n s  

made ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  a s c c r t : i l i n c d ,  and the  c . c r t : i f . i c n t c s  of 

p e r s o n s  e l e c t e d  t:o be d c l c g a t e s  t o  s u c h  c o n v e n t i o n  i s s u e d  i n  

1:)1(? s.3nlc. nt,?nnc3r . I : :  i t  p r e s c r i l > e d  t~ r jdc r  CIr#,pter 2 .  32 o f  t h p  

N r 3 1 . t  ) : I J ~ I J  b f a i  r i i t r l i l  1.qland.q CruJ(1 I J O V I . ~ J - I J  ~ I I ( , I  1 , * c q t  i(3n.q f t  1, t 
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Northern M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  D i s t r i c t  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

( D )  T h e  C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  be tile sole j u d g e  o f  t11e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

o f  d e l  c:ga tes  . 

S e c t i o n  7 .  V a c a n c i e s .  V a c a n c i e s  for a n y  e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  -.------- - 
b y  the c a n d j d a t e  r e c e i v i n g  the n e x t  h j y h e s t  n u m b e r  o f  v o t e s  jn 

the election o f  d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  the same  e l e c t o r a l  p r e c i n c t .  I f  

the  n e x t  d e l e g a t e  i n  l i n e  r e f u s e s  or i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  serve, 

t h e r e o f ,  a n d ,  i f  the r u n n e r - u p  l i s t  i s  e x h a u s t e d ,  the Mayor  o f  

the ! f u n i c i p a l i t y  f r o m  w h i c h  the s u c c e s s f u l  d e l e g a t e  w a s  e l e c t e d  

s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a  p e r s o n  t d  f i l l  the v a c a i l c y .  

Section 8 .  P r c - C o r ~ v e n t  i o n  Cornmi t tee ; P r o c ~ 2 d u r e s .  --- -- - - - 

( A )  T h e r e  s h a l l  be a P r e - C c n v e r ~ t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  s h a l l  

c o n s i s t  o f  fou l -  ( 4 )  p e r s o n s ,  n a m e l y ,  the S p e a l : e r  o f  the  

N o r t h e r n  Marj  ana  I s 2  a n d s  L e g i s l a t u r e  and c h a i r m a n  o f  e a c h  

c h a r t e r e d  m u n i c j p a l i t y  and t o  be s e l e c t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

( 1 )  Each  c h a r t e r e d  m u n j c i p a 2 i t y ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  the 

C o ~ ~ v e n t i o n  c o n s i s t i r ~ g  o f  a l l  o f  t11e c l e l e g d t c s  e l e c t e d  

- 
u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  Section 2 ,  s h a l l  m e e t  a n d  

select a d e l r - g a t j o n  c l ~ a i r m a n  from i t s  mernl)cirship w11o . 
s h a l l  be the m u n i c j p a l i t y ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on the 

P r e - C o r ~ v e n t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  i n c l u d j n g  the  S p e a k e r  o f  

t11e N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  Legislature a s  a  r e p r e -  

s e n t a t i v e  o f  the  ~ , e y j s l . a t u r e .  P I - o v i d e d ,  howc?ver, t h a t  

i f  the  S p e a k e r  o f  the N o r t l l e r n  N a r j a n a  I s l ; m d s  

t e g i s l n t u r e  i s  not a n  e l e c t e d  d e l e g a & c  f o r  t11e 

C o n s t i t u t j o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  t h e n  thi? S p e a k e r  i s  t o  

s e r v e  0111 y a s  a  P r e - C o n v e n t  i o n  Ccirnrr~i t tce rncmber. S u c h  

sel c?ctiom o f  dclc-9'3 t . i o n  s h a l l  be i ~ ~ a d e  not I  a ter t h a n  

O c t o b e r  1 1 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  and  - s h a l l  Lt? s u b ~ n i t t : e d  i n  w r i  t : i rrg  b y  

the m u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  the S p c s k c r  o f  t h e  

Northc?rn Mar i . m a  1.slal)d.s ~ , c c ~ i s l a t u r c .  
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( 2 )  The Speaker o f  the Northern Mariana Islands 

Legislature shall  ca l l  the Pre-Convention Committee 

a f t e r  the submission o f  delegations'  names for  the 

purpose o f  e lect ing i t s  chairman and necessary o f f i c e r s .  
. . 

(3) The dut ies  o f  the Pre-Convention Committee shall be 

t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the work o f  the Convention, and advise 

the  O f f i c e  o f  Transit ion Studies and ~ l a n n l n g  and the 

Northern Mariana Islands ~ e g i s l a t u r e  regarding the . . 

planning ,and organization o f  the work o f  the Convention. 

To t h i s  end, the Conunittee shall ensure that  accomoda- 

t i o n  and f a c i l i t i e s  for  the  Conventjon are i n  proper 

order and take such s teps  as i t  m a y  deem necessary or 

approprjate t o  accomplish t h i s  purpose. 

. (4 )  Members o f  the Committee shall  be e f i t i t l ed  t o  per diem 

and travel expenses, a t  standard government rates  and 

i t s  po l ic ies ,  while on the business o f  the Committee. 

( 5 )  The Pre-Convent'ion Committee shall spec i fy  the actual 

date for the convening o f  the Convention, which shaJ1 

not be l a t e r  than October 18, 1976. 

Sect ion 9. Powers and Procedures of the Cor~ventjon . - -- --- 

( A )  Tl1.e Constitutjonal Convention shall convene i n  Saipan, 

~arj 'ana Islands,  and shall  continue i n  session for no 

longer than f i f t y  (50) consccl~t ive  days. The Resident 

Cornmissioner o f  the Northern fifariana Islands shall  act as 

President o f  the Convention un t i l  the Convention shall 

se lec t  a President from alnorig i t s  mc.mbership. 

(B) Thc? Convention shall  s e l e c t ,  from among i t s  ~r~cmbership, a 

Presjdcnt and such additional o f f j c c r s  a s  it m j y  deem 

nccrssary ant1 apjlropridte. 

( C )  The Convention . s l ~ ~ ~ l l  adopt i t s  own ru1c.s o f  procedure 
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w h i c h  s h a l l  not. be inconsistent w i t h  t h i s  A c t ;  P r o v i d e d ,  

h o w e v e r , .  t h a t  no c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be d e c i d e d  

a f f i r m a t i v e l y  b y  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  e x c e p t  b y  the a f f i r m a t i v e  

votes o f  not less t h a n  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  ( 3 / 4 )  o f  the d e l e q a t e s  

p r e s e n t  , in the C o n v e n t i o n ;  a n d  t h e n  n o  v o t i n g  e x c e p t  i n  

p e r s o n  s h a l l  be p e r m i t t e d .  

( D )  A  q u o r u m  s h a l l  consist o f  t w e n t y - e i g h t  ( 2 8 )  d e l e g a t e s ,  

p r o v i d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  a t  l e a s t  one d e l e y a t e  f r o m  e a c h  c h a r t e r e d  

m u n i c i p a l i t y  m u s t  be ' p r e s e n t ;  AND PKOVIDED FURTHER t h a t  

i f  the ~ e s i d e n t '  C o m m i s s i o n e r  exert-ises h i s  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  

a u t h o r i t y  and  d o e s  a p p o i n t  a d d i t i o n a l  members  f r o m  the 

M u n j c i p a l i t y  o f  S a i p a n  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  S e c t i o n  2  ( A )  ( 1 )  o f  

t h i s  A c t ,  t l i e  q u o r u m  s h a l l  be i n c r e a s e d  b y  the n u m b e r  o f  

a d d i t i o n a l  a p p o i n t e e s .  

( E )  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  of the ~ o n s t i t u t i o n S 1  C o n v e n t i o n ,  or the 

C h a i r m a n  o f  a n y  d u l y  establ j s h e d  c:olrilni t t e e  thereof ;  s h a l l  

h a v e  the p o w e r ' a n d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  i s s u e  s u b p o e n a s  r e q u i r i n g  

the a t t e n d a n c e  o f  w i t n e s s e s  or the p r o d u c t i o n  o f  b o o k s ,  - 
a 

d o c n m c n t s ,  or other e v i d e n c e ,  i n  a n y  m a t t e r  r e l a t e d  t o  the 

purpo.se o f  t l i e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v 2 n t i o n .  Any  s u b p o e n a  

or other p r o c e s s  i s s u e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  the 

C o r ~ v c n t j o n  s h a l l  r u n  i n  t11e name of ' the G o v e r n m e n t  o f  the 

Northern K a r i a n a  I s l a n d s ,  and  s h a l l  be a d d r e s s e d  t o  a n y  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  or other d u l y  a u t h o r i z e d  ag-ent . S u c h  

s u b p o e n a  or other p r o c e s s  sha3. l  be s i g n e d  b y  t l i e  P r e s i d e n t  

or C h a i r m a n ,  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  thi's Sect ion,  

arrd s h a l l  .set f o r t h  i n  g c n c r a 1  tcrrns t h e  m n t t c r  or 

g t ~ e s t i o n s  wi t11 reference t a  w h i c h  t e s t i m o n y  or o t h e r  

e v i d c n c e  is 1:o bl. t a k e n .  Any p e r s o n  t o  wllom the procc?ss  

d ~ s c r i h c d  ~ J I J  .; S u b s e c t i o n  .is d i r c c t c d ,  .if. w j  t h i n  t11.i.s 
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jur i sd ic t ion ,  shall forthwith serve or execute the same 

upon del ivery  thereof t o  hini w i  t l ~ou t  change or compensation; 

provided, however, that  any person serving or executing such 

subpoena or process shall be compensated for  h i s  actual 

expenses, i f  any, i n  connection thercwi t h .  

( F )  The President or the Chairman o f  any d u l y  es tabl is l~ed 

Committee may  administer oaths t o  witnesses i n  any matter 

under the examination. by the Convention. Every person who, 

having been as .  a witness by the Convention t o  give testimony 

or t o  produce papers upon any matte-r under inqujry before 

the Convention, re fuses  t o  make oath or a f f i rma t ion ,  or :o 

answer any question inquiry ,  shall  be gu i l t y  o f  contempt 

o f  the Northern Nal-ianas Consti t utional Convention, and 

upon conviction thereo f ,  shall be fined not more than One 

Tl~ousand Do1 la r s  ($1,000.00) or '  imprisoned for  not lonyer 

than one (1)  year, or both.  Whenever a person v jo la tes  
-. 

any o f  the provisicns o f  t h i s  Subsection, the President 

shall c e r t i f y  a-statement o f  such fac t s  t o  the Dis t r ic t  

Attorney o f  the C;overnme~~t o f  the Nortlrern Mdr i ~ ~ n ; i s ,  who 

shall prosecute the. of fender  i n  any appropriate cour t o f  

tile Trust Tcrri tory .  

(G)  The o f f i c e r s  and ernp1oglcc:s o f  t l ~ e  Goverr~ment o f  the Nortl~ern 

Mariana Is1 arlds shall cooperate w j  t l ,  the convent ion b y  
- 

furnislling such i n f o r m ~ t i o n  ' a s  m J y  be called for  i n  

connection w i  t11 researcl~ o f  the Convention. 

Section 10. nut-ies. The Cor~vc~ntion shall formulate and dra f t  a Const i tut ion 
--.---- 

for  t l ~ c  future Government o f  the Nort:l]crn Marian?~ Islnnds i n  

cor~fol.n~i t y wi t11 the provisions o f  thc "Covenant To 1:stabl jsh A 

C0l~lllorJ~i!3~ t h  Of Tlie h' w t l t o r ~ ~  El~ri ana  Jsl ands In Po1 i ti cal Union 

h'it.11 Tlkr United S t a t c , : :  Of Asrc.r.ica"'. Tlje Const.itution shall 
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p r o v i d e  f o r  a  r e p u b l i c a n  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  with s e p a r a t e  

e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  and  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h e s ,  and s h a l l  

c o n t a i n  a B i l l  o f  R i g h t s .  I t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e ,  a i ~ d  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  a p p r o v a l  b y  a p o p u l a r  r e f e r e n d u m  a s  

s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h i s  A c t .  When s a i d  c o n s t i t u t i d n  h a s  been d r a f t e d  

a s  a f o r e s a i d ,  the C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  n o t j f y  the R e s i d e n t  

Corruniss ioner  t h a t  i t  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  d r a f t i n g  i t s  C o r ~ s t j  t u t i o n .  

Upon  r e c e i p t  o f  s u c h  n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  t he  R e s i d e n t  C c ~ m n i s s i o n e r  

s h a l l  c a u s e  t h e  same t o  b e  t r a n s . 7 a t e d  i n t o  t h e  m a j o r  l a n y u a y e s  

u s e d  i n  the Northern M a r i a r ~ a  J s l a n d s ,  and s h a l l  corld-uct a  

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  P r o g r a m  and  c a l l  f o r  a  r c ? f e r e n d u m  on 

the C o n s t i t u t i o n  not m o r e  t h a n  320  d a y s .  a f t e r  r e c e i p t  o f  such 

n o t i f i c a t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  1 1 .  F i n a n c i a l  S u p p o r t .  F i n a n c i a l  and  s t a f f  s u p p o r t  for  the 
- ---- - 

C o n v e n t i o n  and t h e  P r c - C c ~ ~ v e n t . l o n  C o n u n i t t e e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t a f f  

s u p p o r t ,  p r o f c s s i  o n 8 1  a n d  other c o ~ ~ s u l  t : i z ~ g  : ; e r v i  ccs wi 1 1  be 

p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  0Gice ok ~ r a n s i . t i o n  s t u d i e s  and  P l ~ a n n i n g .  

In a d d i  ti o n ,  t l ~ e  C o n ~ e n  t ion a n d  the P r c - C o n v e n t  ion Co~iimi t tee 

..;hall bc a s s i s t e d  i n  the ir  t a s k s  b y :  

( A )  Tile Northern M a r i a n a  Is1 a n d s  I . e g j s l a  t u r e  w h i c h  s h a l l  make 

a v a i l  a b l e  a d r n i n j s t r a t j v e  and t c d ~ n i c - a 1  a s s i s t a n c e ,  i n  

c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  the O f f i c e  o f  T r a n s i t i o n  S i : u d i e s  a n d  

P l a n n i n g ;  and 

( R )  S u c h  o t l~er  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  a s  the C o l ~ v e n t i n n  or Pre- 

C o n v e n t i o n  C o n u n i t t e e ,  i r ~  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  

compl  c te  thc jx'rior'in~i1c:e o f  i t s  t : a s k s  wj t h in  t l re  1  i n ~ i  t s  o f  

f u n d s  1:rade s v . 3 i l . l b l e  t o  it: by t l ~ i s  A c t  or o t l r c r  a c t s .  

( A )  D ~ l c g d t c ~ s  s h a i  1 1 ) ~  tvri i t l c ~ d  i .o  a l l  I w c c s s a r y  t r a v e l  
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expenses, a n d . t o  p e r  d j e m  a t  s t a n d a r d  g o v e r n m e n t  r a t e s  

and i t s  p o l i c i e s ,  w h i l e  on the  b u s i n e s s  o f  the  C o n v e l ~ t i o n  

or a  c o n u n i t t e e  t h e r e o f ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  not l i m i t e d  t o  the 

P r e - C o n v e n t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  or s u b c o r n n ~ i t t c e  t h e r e o f .  

( B )  De1ega.t-es s h a l l  be p a i d  a t  the min imum rate o f  T h i r t y  

D o l . l a r s  ( $ 3 0 . 0 0 )  p e r  d a y  w h i l e  o n  the b u s i n e s s  o f  the  

C o n v e n t i o n  or a  c o m n ~ i t t e e  t h e r e o f ;  P r o v i d e d ,  t h a t  d e l e g a t e s  

who a r e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  N a r i a n a  I s 1  a n d s  e m p l o y e e s  

or ern111 o y e e s  o f  a n y  p o l i  t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  , t h e r e o f ,  s h a l l  

be e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t he i r  r e g u l a r  s a l a r i e s  p l u s  the 

d i f f e r c ? l ~ c e  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  p r o r a t e d  d a i l y  s a l a r . f e s ,  alld 

T h i r t y  D o l l a r s  ( $ 3 0 . 0 0 )  p e r  d a y  i f  their s a l a r i e s  a r e - l e s s  

t h a n  t h e  l a t t e r  a m o u n t ,  s u c h  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  be p a i d  o u t  o f  

the f uncls o f  the C o n v e n t i o n ;  AAID PROVILIED FURl ' I IER,  t h a t  

a n y  d e l c 3 g a t e  who i s  e m p l o y e d  b y  the T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  

G o v e r n m e n t ,  or a n y  p o l  i t j  c a 1  s u b - d i  v i s i o n  t h c r e o f  , who 

-. 
i s  not g r a n t e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e a v e  t o  p h r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  

C o v e n t i o n ,  s h a J l  be p a i d  a n  a m o u n t  e q u a l  t o  h i s  r e y u l a r  

d a i l y  s a l a r y  or T h i r t y  D o l l a r s  ( $ 3 0 . 0 0 )  p e r  d a y ,  w h i c h -  

ever i s  hi  y h e r ,  c h a r g c a b l e  t o  the f u n d s  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  

Corrduct o f  C o r ~ s t i  t u i : i o n a l  R < 2 f c ~ - c n d u m .  - - - - -  -- --------- -.------ 

( A )  E v e r y  p e r s o n  who w i s h c s  t o  v o t e  i l l  the r e i c r e r ~ c l u m  m u s t  

r e g i s t e r  w i t h  the E l e c t i o n  Cornrniss. ioner,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  he 

m e e t s  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s p e c . i f i c d  i n  S e c t i o r l  4 o i  ( - h i s  

A c t .  Any  p e r s o n  who registered to  v o t e  f o r  a delcgdte t o  

the ~ o n v c n t j o n  s h a l l  not I)c rc~qu.irc?d t o  r e - r c i g i s t e r  t o  

v o t e  i n  the r c i c r c n d u m .  
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( B )  The r e f e r e n d u m  b a l l o t  s h a l l  a p p c a r  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a s  

f 01 1 o w s  : 

~ C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  RFFI;'RE,'NDL~M~' .----------- 

Do you a p p r o v e  o f  the C o n s t j t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Northern 

M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s ,  a s  a d o p t e d  b y  the Northern M a r i a n a s  

~ o n s t i t u t j o n n l  C o n v e n t i o n ?  

YES --- NO - 

(C)  N o t w i  t h s t a n d i n y  the p r o v i s j o n s  o f  S u b s e c t i o n  ( B )  o f  t h i s  

S e c t i o n ,  a  b a l l o t  p r i n t e d  s h a l l  be E n g l i s h ,  Charnorro a n d  

C a r o l j n i a n .  T h e  E l e c t i o n  Conlmjss j  o n e r  s h a l l  be I - c s p o n s i b l  e 

I I for t h e  t r a n s ~ a t i b n  o f  t h e  b a l l o t  f r o m  the  ~ n ~ l i s h  l a n g u a g e  

i n  t o  Chanlnrro a n d  C a r o l i n i a n .  

( D )  T l ~ e  E l e c t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  

I I the r e f e r e n d u r n  dnd  s h a l l  t r a n s m i t  s u c h  c e r t i f j c a t j o n  t o  

t h e  S p e a k c r  o f  the Northern Ma]-idna I s l a n d s  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  

a s  soon a s  p r a c t i c a b l e  a f t e r  t h e i r  r e c e j p t  . 

( E )  T h e  E l e c t i o n  C o m m j s s i o n c r  s h a l l  be t h e  sole j u d q e  o f  the - .  

r e f e r e n d u m  and the r e s u l  t s  the7 poi. 

S e c t i o n  1 4 .  T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  be deemed  t o  h a v e  been r a t i f i c d  a n d  

i l p p ~ - o v c d  b y  C l ~ e  p e o p l e  i f  a p p r o v e d  b y  s i x t y  p e r c e n t  ( 6 0 % )  o f  

t ~ h c  v o t e s  c a s t .  

S e c t i o n  1 5 .  T l ~ c r c  i s  h e r e b y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  o u t  o f  a n y  u r ~ o b l  i g a t e d  s u r p l u s  

i n  the G e n e r a l .  Fund o f  t l ~ e  Noi- thcr-n N < ~ r i a n a  1slti1-tdr; T,c.gis ? , i t - t : !  ( 2 ,  

thc sum o f  T h i r t y  T l ~ o u s d n d  D o l l a r s  ( $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 )  or a s  rnuch 

t h e r e o f  a s  mi?y be n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y o u t  t he  p u r l ~ o s e  o t  I . ' , ! : :  ..::-. 

S e c t i o n  1 6 .  ( A )  T h e  f u n d s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  h e r e u n d e r  s h a l l  rc?rnnin a v o i  la111 e 

II - 
p u r p o s e  f o r  which t l ~ c y  a r c  i ~ p p r . o p r j a  t e d ,  w l ~ i  1:ljcvcr s h a l l  

f i r s t  occ:ur ,  wllcr c u p o n  a n y  surns rc l ins in ing  uncxpcrrded  and 

u n o b l i g . 7 : e d  sl~a t 1 r e v e r t  t o  thc C e n c r a l  Fund o f  tbc 

I I Nort.1rcrrr E far ian . !  I s l a n d s  l , c x j i . . ; l C ~ t u r e .  
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(B) A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  a n y  e q u i p m e n t ,  s u p p l i e s ,  

or other p r o p e r t y  p u r c h a s e d  s h a l l  become p r o p e r t y  of t h e  

Northern Marjana T s l  a n d s  1 ,cg is l  a t u r e  t o  be d e l  i v c r c d  t o  

the L e y i s l a r u r e  a t  the c o n ~ p l e t i o n  o f  i t s  work .  

, S e c t i o n  1 7 .  T h i s  A c t  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  upon i t s  a p p r o v a l  by the R e s i d e n t  

C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  or upon i t s  becorning 1 aw wi  t h o u  t s u c h  a p p r o v a l .  

1 PASSED BY THE FOURTH NORTHERN NARIANA ISULNDS LEGISLATURE AUGUST 1 3 ,  1 9 7 6 .  

VICENTE N .  SANTOS 

S p e a k e r  

S i g n e d  t h i s  day  of ' & C L S , ! ~  .IT 1 9 7 6 .  
I 

Res . i  d e n  t Conunissi or~er 
Government o f  the Northern 'Mari  and I s 1  a n d s  


