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Chapte r  I .  General  P rov ik ions  

Res iden t  Commissioner t o  Convene Convention. 

The Res iden t  Commissioner of  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  

s h a l l  convene t h e  Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Con- 
. * /  - **/ 

vent ion-  i n  Sa ipan ,  Mariana I s l a n d s ,  on October 1 8 ,  1976, 

a t  9:30 a . m .  The Convention s h a l l  ad jou rn  no l a t e r  t han  ***/ - 
December 6 ,  1976. 

2 .  Res iden t  Commissioner as Act ing  P r e s i d e n t .  

The Res iden t  Commissioner s h a l l  ac t  a s  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  

Convention u n t i l  t h e  Convention s h a l l  e l e c t  a P r e s i d e n t  ****/  
from among i t s  membership. 

3. De leqa t e s '  Oath o f  O f f i c e .  The Res iden t  

Commissioner s h a l l  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  fo l lowing  o a t h  o r  a f f i rma-  

t i o n  t o  each  d e l e g a t e ,  e i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  - e n  masse: 

"I do solemnly swear ( o r  a f f i r m )  t h a t  I w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  

e x e c u t e  t h e  o f f i c e  of  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  Northern Marianas 

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention and w i l l ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my 

a b i l i t y  s u p p o r t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  and 

t h e  Covenant t o  e s t a b l i s h  a Commonwealth of  t h e  Northern 

Mariana I s l a n d s  i n  p o l i t i c a l  union w i t h  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  

of A m e r i c a  ( s o  h e l p  me  God) . " 
4 .  Quorum of t h e  Convention. A quorum of t h e  

Convention s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  twenty-e igh t  (28)  d e l e g a t e s ,  

p rov ided ,  however, t h a t  a t  leas t  one (1) d e l e g a t e  from each 

*/ - NORTWRN MARImTA ISLANDS DIST. LAW NO. 4-205, A c t  No. 
347-1976 S 9 (A) (1976) ( h e r e i n a f t e r  Enabl ing A c t )  . 
**/ - See Enabl ing A c t  S 8 (A)  ( 5 )  . ***/ Enabl ing A c t  S 9 ( A ) ,  

=*/ I d .  __ - 



c h a r t e r e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  must be p r e s e n t  and t h a t  i f  t h e  

Res iden t  Commissioner exercises h i s  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  a u t h o r i t y  

and does  a p p o i n t  a d d i t i o n a l  members from t h e  Mun ic ipa l i t y  

o f  Saipan as provided  i n  S e c t i o n  2 ( A )  (1) of  Dis t r ic t  Law 

No. 4-205, t h e  quorum s h a l l  be  i n c r e a s e d  by t h e  number of  
- - */ 

a d d i t i o n a l  a p p o i n t e e s .  

5 .  Ma jo r i t y  Necessary t o  A c t .  No c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be adopted.  by t h e  Convention e x c e p t  by t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s  o f  n o t  less than  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  (3/4) o f  

t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Convention,  w i t h  d e l e g a t e s  
**/ - 

v o t i n g  on ly  i n  person .  A m a j o r i t y  of d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t ,  a 

quorum be ing  p r e s e n t ,  s h a l l  be s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  t a k i n g  

of  any o t h e r  a c t i o n  e x c e p t  where t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  

a g r e a t e r  nuqber s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  by t h e s e  Rules .  

6.. Organ iza t ion  of Convention -- F i r s t  Order o f  

Bus iness .  The f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  

of t h e  Convention,  fo l lowing  t h e  c a l l  t o  o r d e r  and adminis- 

t r a t i o n  of t h e  d e l e g a t e s '  o a t h s  o r  a f f i r m a t i o n s  by t h e  

Res iden t  Commissioner and t h e  accomplishment of  o t h e r  

neces sa ry  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n s ,  s h a l l  be t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  

o f f i c e r s .  Fol lowing t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  

s h a l l  assume t h e  c h a i r .  The Convention s h a l l  t h e n  immediate ly  *** /  - 
c o n s i d e r  and adopt  Rules of  Procedure .  

*/ Enabl ing  A c t  5 9  (D) , 
r* / Id .  § 9 ( C ) .  



7. Admission to Floor -- Defined. No person, 

other than a delegate, officer, employee or consultant of 

the Convention, accredited news correspondent or person 

invited by the president shall be admitted on the floor of 

the Convention immediately preceding the time set for any 

call to order and immediately following adjournment. Only 

delegates, officers, employees, and consultants and such 

other persons as may be authorized by the president shall 

be admitted to the floor of the Convention during the session. 

The phrase "floor of the Convention" means the room or 

chamber where the Convention sits in session, excluding the 

space designated for visitors and for the press. 

Chapter Officers and Employees 

1. Officers. The Convention shall elect by roll 

call vote the following officers from among its membership: 
*/ 

a president- and three vice-presidents, one from the delegation 

of each of the chartered municipalities. 

2. Duties of the President. The president shall 

perform the following duties: 

(a) He shall take the chair each day at the hour to 

which the Convention shall have adjourned. He shall call 

the Convention to order, and, except in the absence of a 

quorum, shall proceed to business in the manner prescribed 

by these Rules. 

/ Enabling Act - 



- 4 -  
- 

( b )  H e  s h a l l  p re se rve  o r d e r  and decorum, and, 

i n  deba te ,  s h a l l  p reven t  p e r s o n a l  r e f l e c t i o n s  and s h a l l  

conf ine  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  under d i s c u s s i o n .  When 

two o r  more d e l e g a t e s  a r i s e  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  he  s h a l l  

name t h e  one e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  f l o o r .  

( c )  He s h a l l  dec ide  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  of o r d e r ,  

s u b j e c t  t o  appea l  t o  t h e  Convention. On every  appea l  he 

s h a l l  have t h e  r i g h t ,  i n  h i s  p l a c e ,  t o  a s s i g n  h i s  reason  

f o r  h i s  d e c i s i o n .  I n  c a s e  of such appea l  no d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  

speak more than  once. 

( d )  H e ,  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s ,  

s h a l l  appo in t  a l l  committees and t h e  chairmen t h e r e o f .  

(e)  H e  may s u b s t i t u t e  any d e l e g a t e  t o  perform 

t h e  d u t i e s  of  t h e  c h a i r ,  b u t  f o r  no longe r  p e r i o d  than  

two consecu t ive  convent ion days ,  excep t  by s p e c i a l  consent  

of  t h e  Convention. 

(f) When the Convention s h a l l  be ready t o  go 

i n t o  Committee of t h e  Whole, he s h a l l  name a chairman t o  

p r e s i d e  t h e r e i n .  The p r e s i d e n t  may d e s i g n a t e  himself  t o  

s e r v e  a s  Chairman of t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole. 

( g )  When necessary  o r  r e q u i r e d ,  he s h a l l  c e r t i f y  

a l l  o f f i c i a l  a c t s  of t h e  Convention wi th  t h e  d a t e  t h e r e o f .  

(h )  H e  s h a l l  d e c l a r e  t h e  v o t e  and announce t h e  

r e s u l t  accord ing  t o  t h e  f a c t  on a l l  q u e s t i o n s  and d i v i s i o n s .  



(i) H e  s h a l l  n o t  be r e q u i r e d  t o  v o t e  excep t  i n  

c a s e  o f  a t i e .  

( j )  H e  s h a l l  s e r v e  as a member ex  o f f i c i o  of  - 
every  committee w i t h  (wi thou t )  a vo te .  

(k) H e  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a l l  employees of  t h e  

Conventian and s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  g e n e r a l  s u p e r v i s o r y  r e spons i -  

b i l i t y  o v e r  t h e i r  work. 
-- -- --- . - --  - - 

(1) H e  s h a l l  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  v i ce -  

p r e s i d e n t s  u t i l i z e  such c o n s u l t a n t  s e r v i c e s  a s  are a v a i l a b l e  

t o  t h e  Convention. 

3 .  Designa t ion  of  Precedence Among Vice-Pres idents .  

The t h r e e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s  s h a l l  draw l o t s  t o  determine who 

s h a l l  serve as f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  

and t h i r d  v i ce -p res iden t .  The f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  

have precedence ove r  t h e  second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  and t h e  

second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  have precedence ove r  t h e  t h i r d  

v i ce -p res iden t  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  de te rmin ing  who s h a l l  

p r e s i d e  i n  t h e  temporary absence of t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and f o r  

o t h e r  purposes .  

4 .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  of  vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of 

p r e s i d e n t  by dea th ,  r e s i g n a t i o n  o r  o the rwise  t h e  Convention 

s h a l l ,  by m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of t h e  e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s ,  e l e c t  a 

p r e s i d e n t  t o  f i l l  such vacancy. 

I n  t h e  temporary absence of t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  o r  

i n  e v e n t  of h i s  temporary i n a b i l i t y  t o  p r e s i d e ,  h i s  d u t i e s  

s h a l l  devolve upon t h e  f i r s t  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  o r  if he  a l s o  

be a b s e n t  upon t h e  second v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o r  i f  he  t o o  b e  



a b s e n t  upon t h e  t h i r d  v i ce -p res iden t .  For t h e  purpose of 

t h i s  r u l e ,  t h e  terms "temporary absence" and "temporary 

i n a b i l i t y "  s h a l l  mean an absence o r  i n a b i l i t y  n o t  t o  

exceed f i f t e e n  (15) consecut ive  Convention s e s s i o n s .  

"Convention s e s s i o n "  s h a l l  mean any day on which t h e  

Convention meets.  

I n  t h e  even t  of  t h e  cont inued  absence o r  i n a b i l i t y  

of t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t o  p r e s i d e  f o r  more than  f i f t e e n  (15)  

consecu t ive  s e s s i o n s  of t h e  Convention, t h e  Convention s h a l l ,  

by ma jo r i ty  v o t e  of  t h e  e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s ,  e lect  an a c t i n g  

p r e s i d e n t  who s h a l l  have t h e  same power and en joy  t h e  same 

p r i v i l e g e s  a s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and who s h a l l  s e r v e  a s  p r e s i -  

d e n t  on ly  du r ing  t h e  absence o r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p r e s i d e  on t h e  

p a r t  of  t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  

5 .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  of  a vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of 

any v ice -p res iden t  by d e a t h ,  r e s i g n a t i o n  o r  o the rwise ,  t h e  

Convention s h a l l ,  by m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of t h e  e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s ,  

e l e c t  a new v ice -p res iden t  from t h e  same c h a r t e r e d  munici- 

p a l i t y  a s  t h a t  of h i s  predecessor  i n  o f f i c e .  

I n  t h e  temporary absence of any v ice -p res iden t  

o r  i n  t h e  even t  of t h e  temporary i n a b i l i t y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  

any v ice -p res iden t  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  of h i s  o f f i c e ,  

he  s h a l l  have t h e  power t o  d e s i g n a t e  and appo in t  some o t h e r  

d e l e g a t e  o f  t h e  same c h a r t e r e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  d i s c h a r g e  

t h e  d u t i e s  of h i s  o f f i c e  du r ing  h i s  temporary absence o r  

temporary i n a b i l i t y  . 



6 .  Employees. Upon c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  t h r e e  

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  appo in t  a s e c r e t a r y ,  

a sergeant-a t -arms,  a p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n ,  and such o t h e r  

employees a s  he  s h a l l  deem necessary .  No employee s h a l l  

be a d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  Convention. The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l ,  

w i th  t h e  consen t  of t h e  Convention, de te rmine  t h e  compen- 

s a t i o n  of each  employee, p rovided ,  however, t h a t  no employee 

s h a l l  be compensated a t  a r a t e  exceeding p e r  month. 

The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  have t h e  power t o  d i s m i s s  any employee. 

The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  have t h e  power t o  f i l l  any vacancy i n  an  

employee's  p o s i t i o n .  

7 .  Du t i e s  of t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  The s e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  

perform t h e  fo l lowing  d u t i e s :  

( a )  H e  s h a l l  keep a j ou rna l  of t h e  preceedings  of 

t h e  Convention and s h a l l  p l a c e  upon t h e  desk  of each member 

a copy of t h e  proceedings  of t h e  p rev ious  day.  The same 

s h a l l  be cons idered  t h e  approved j o u r n a l  o f  t h e  Convention,  

u n l e s s  o the rwise  ordered .  

( b )  Under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  he  

s h a l l  p r e p a r e  and p l a c e  on t h e  desk of t h e  p r e s i d e n t  each 

day a c a l e n d a r  of t h e  b u s i n e s s  of t h e  Convention. 

( c )  H e  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  f o r  d u p l i c a t i o n  a l l  p roposa l s  

and o t h e r  documents which a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  be  d u p l i c a t e d  



under t h e s e  Rules and s h a l l  see t o  i t  t h a t  they a r e  p rope r ly  

and c o r r e c t l y  d u p l i c a t e d .  

( d )  He s h a l l  g i v e  t o  every  p roposa l  f o r  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  when in t roduced ,  a number, and t h e  numbers 

s h a l l  be i n  numerical  o r d e r .  When a committee p roposa l  

i s  r e p o r t e d  from a committee, he  s h a l l  g ive  i t  a number, 

i n  s e p a r a t e  series from each committee, which s h a l l  be 

known a s  t h e  committee p roposa l  number. He s h a l l  keep t h e  

s e v e r a l  p roposa ls  on f i l e  i n  o r d e r  by t h e i r  numbers, un le s s  

o the rwise  ordered  by t h e  Convention. 

(e)  H e  s h a l l  p re se rve  a l l  p roposa l s ,  r e p o r t s  of  

committees and a l l  o t h e r  r e c o r d s ,  books, documents and 

papers  of t h e  Convention and a f t e r  t h e  adjournment of t h e  

Convention s h a l l  make such d i s p o s a l  of them a s  t h e  Conven- 

t i o n  s h a l l  d i r e c t .  

( f )  H e  s h a l l  c a l l  t h e  r o l l  a t  t h e  opening of  

each s e s s i o n  of t h e  Convention, and t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  

announce whether o r  n o t  a quorum i s  p r e s e n t .  

(g) H e  s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  supe rv i so ry  c a r e  and 

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  h a l l  o f  t h e  Convention and a l l  Convention 

rooms and equipment. The s e c r e t a r y ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  super-  

v i s i o n  of t h e  Admin i s t r a t ive  Committee, s h a l l  purchase o r  

r e n t  a l l  necessary  equipment, s u p p l i e s  and pos tage ,  and 

a r r ange  f o r  p o s t a l ,  t e lephone ,  and t e l e g r a p h  s e r v i c e .  



8. Duties of the Sergeant-at-Arms. The sergeant- 

at-arms shall be the chief police officer of the Convention. 

9. Duties of the Parliamentarian. The parliamen- 

tarian shall be advisor and counsel to the presiding officer 

on all matters of parlamentary procedure; however, all 

parliamentary rulings shall be the responsibility of, and 

shall be made by, the presiding officer. 

Chapter 111. Delegates 

1. Conduct in Debate. When any delegate is about 

to speak in debate or to present any matter to the Convention, 

he shall rise from his seat and address himself to "Mr. 

President"; he shall not speak until recognized, and when 

recognized he shall confine himself to the question under 

consideration and avoid personalities. 

2. Delegates Called to Order. The president 

or any delegate may challenge any other delegate who, on 

speaking, violates the rules of the Convention. Upon such 

challenge, the president may order the speaker to sit down. 

The president's order to sit down, or the failure of the 

president to order the speaker to sit down, may be appealed. 

3. Times Delegate May Speak. Except as other- 

wise provided in these Rules, no delegate may speak more 

than once on the same question without leave of a majority 



of t h o s e  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g ,  u n l e s s  he be  t h e  mover of t h e  

m a t t e r  pending o r  chairman of t h e  committee t h a t  r e p o r t e d  

it, i n  which case  he s h a l l  be p r i v i l e g e d  t o  speak twice.  

4 .  General  L i m i t  on Debate. Except upon t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of a  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  then  p r e s e n t  

and v o t i n g ,  no d e l e g a t e  may speak longe r  than  f i f t e e n  (15) 

minutes  wi thou t  be ing  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  

y i e l d  t h e  f l o o r .  The r e s t r i c t i o n  imposed by t h i s  Rule s h a l l  

n o t  be a p p l i c a b l e  t o  chairmen and vice-chairmen of  committees 

when t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  p r e s e n t i n g  a  r e p o r t  of t h e i r  committee 

t o  t h e  Convention o r  t o  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole, and t h e  

same exemption from t h e  requi rement  of t h i s  Rule s h a l l  a l s o  be 

a p p l i c a b l e  i n  t h e  case of t h e  c h i e f  spokesman f o r  a  m i n o r i t y  

r e p o r t  of  a  committee of  t h e  Convention. 

5. Sea t ing .  Delegates  s h a l l  be  s e a t e d  i n  t h e  

Convention chamber by a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r ,  beginning wi th  

t h e  f i r s t  row from r i g h t  t o  l e f t  a s  they  f a c e  t h e  p r e s i -  

d e n t ' s  c h a i r .  The Convention may a u t h o r i z e  v a r i a t i o n s  

i n  t h i s  s e a t i n g  arrangement f o r  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s .  
*/ 

6 .  Contes t  of E l e c t i o n  o r  Appointment7 No 

p r o t e s t  o r  p e t i t i o n  c o n t e s t i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o r  appointment 

of  any d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  be r ece ived  o r  cons ide red  u n l e s s  

f i l e d  w i t h i n  t e n ( l 0 )  days a f t e r  t h e  adopt ion  of these 

Rules o r  w i t h i n  t e n ( l 0 )  days a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o r  appoin t -  

ment of  t h a t  d e l e g a t e .  The Convention s h a l l  promptly r e s o l v e  

such p r o t e s t  o r  p e t i t i o n  by r o l l  c a l l  vo te .  

*/ See Enabling A c t  S 6 ( D )  . - - 



7.  Vacancies.  A vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of any 

e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  by t h e  cand ida te  r e c e i v i n g  

t h e  nex t  h i g h e s t  number of v o t e s  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of dele-  

g a t e s  from t h e  same e l e c t o r a l  p r e c i n c t .  I f  t h e  nex t  de le -  

g a t e  i n  l i n e  r e f u s e s  o r  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s e r v e ,  t h e r e o f ,  

and,  i f  t h e  runner-up i s  l i s t  i s  exhaus ted ,  t h e  Mayor of 

t h e  Munic ipa l i ty  from which t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  d e l e g a t e  was 

e l e c t e d  s h a l l  appo in t  a  person t o  f i l l  t h e  vacancy. The 

Resident  Commissioner s h a l l  f i l l  any vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  

of any d e l e g a t e  appoin ted  by him. 

*/ 
Chapter  I V .  Committees- 

[ A l t e r n a t i v e  1: 1. s u b s t a n t i v e -  Committees. Subs tan t ive  

committees on governmental i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  pe r sona l  r i g h t s  

and n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s t a n d  Finance and Intergovernmental  

A f f a i r s  s h a l l  be c r e a t e d .  

r 2 .  R e s ~ o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  Subs tan t ive  Committees. 

The g e n e r a l  a r e a s  of s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  a s s igned  t o  each sub- 

s t a n t i v e  committee s h a l l  be a s  fo l lows:  

Name of  Committee General  Areas of  Sub jec t  
Mat te r  

Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  Execut ive Branch, L e g i s l a t i v e  
Branch, J u d i c i a l  Branch and 
Washington Represen ta t ive  

Pe r sona l  Rights  and 
Na tu ra l  Resources 

B i l l  of  R igh t s ,  E l i g i b i l i t y  t o  
Vote and E l e c t i o n  Procedures ,  
Land A l i e n a t i o n ,  and Na tu ra l  
Resources 

Finance,  Intergovernmental  Taxat ion and Finance ,  Local  
A f f a i r s ,  and D i s c r e t e  Government, C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Problems Amendment, Educat ion,  Corpora- 

t i o n s ,  and Miscel laneous 
Concerns 

*/  I f  a l t e r n a t i v e  2 o r  3 i s  adopted,  o t h e r  Rules should be - 
a d j u s t e d  accord ing ly .  



[ 3 .  Adminis t ra t ive  Committees. Adminis t ra t ive  

committees.anConvention o rgan iza t ion  and r u l e s  s h a l l  be 

c r e a t e d .  

[ 4 .  R e s ~ o n s i b i l i t i e s  of Adminis t ra t ive  Committees. 

The genera l  a r e a s  of s u b j e c t  mat ter  ass igned t o  each admin- 

i s t r a t i v e  committee s h a l l  be a s  fol lows:  

Name of Committee General Areas of  Subjec t  
Matter 

Convention Organizat ion Dra f t ing  of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  pro- 
v i s i o n s ,  superv i s ion  of consul- 
t a n t s ,  p r e p a r a t i o n  of ca lendar  
f o r  Convention, genera l  adminis- 
t r a t i o n  of Convention a c t i v i t i e s  

Rules P repara t ion  of proposed pro- 
cedura l  r u l e s  f o r  Convention, 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of proposed changes 
t o  r u l e s .  

[ 5 .  Membership of Committees. Each d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  

be a member of one and only one s u b s t a n t i v e  committee. I n  

naming de lega tes  t o  committees, t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  s t r i v e  

t o  appoin t  committees whose geographic composition i s  

p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  t h a t  of t h e  Convention a s  a whole. The sub- 

s t a n t i v e  committees s h a l l  be of roughly equ iva len t  s i z e .  

[6. Vice-Chairmen. Each committee s h a l l  e l e c t  a 

vice-chairman from i t s  membership by a ma jo r i ty  vote  of 

those  vo t ing .  The vice-chairman s h a l l  a c t  a s  chairman 

dur ing  a temporary absence o r  temporary i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  

chairman. "Temporary absence" and "temporary i n a b i l i t y "  

s h a l l  have t h e  same meaning f o r  t h e  purposes of t h i s  Rule 

a s  they  have f o r  t h e  purposes of Rule 4 of Chapter 11. 



[7. Meetings During Sess ions  of t h e  Convention 

o r  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole. No s u b s t a n t i v e  committee 

s h a l l  m e e t  du r ing  a  s e s s i o n  of  t h e  Convention o r  of  t h e  

Committee of  t h e  Whole except  w i th  t h e  permiss ion  of  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t .  

[8. P u b l i c  Hearings.  The fo l lowing  Rules s h a l l  

be a p p l i c a b l e  t o  any p u b l i c  hea r ing  conducted by a  committee: 

( a )  The s u b s t a n t i v e  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  commit- 

t e e s  may ho ld  p u b l i c  hea r ings  a s  and when they  so  determine.  

(b )  The chairman of t h e  committee s h a l l  

g ive  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  of each p u b l i c  hea r ing  a s  f a r  i n  advance 

a s  i s  p r a c t i c a b l e .  

(c) Sa id  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be  made by d e l i v e r i n g  

a  copy t h e r e o f  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  

d e l i v e r  o r  forward immediately cop ies  t h e r e o f  t o  a l l  members 

of  t h e  news media. 

(d )  A copy of s a i d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be pos t ed  

prominent ly  i n  t h e  Convention chambers. 

(e) Sa id  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  d a t e ,  

t i m e  and p l a c e  of t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ing ,  and a  conc i se  desc r ip -  

t i o n  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o r  p roposa l  t o  be cons idered .  

( f )  A l l  persons wishing t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  a  

s t a n d i n g  committee s h a l l  be a f f o r d e d  a  r easonab le  oppor tun i ty  

t o  do so .  



(g )  Exper t  w i t n e s s e s  s h a l l  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  t e s t i f y  

whenever t h e  committee deems neces sa ry  o r  d e s i r a b l e .  

(h )  Witnesses  s h a l l  be r e q u e s t e d ,  where p r a c t i -  

c a b l e ,  t o  submit  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e i r  t e s t imony ,  

b u t  t h e  l a c k  of such w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  s h a l l  n o t  be used 

t o  deny any w i t n e s s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y .  

(i) Witnesses  s h a l l  l i m i t  t h e i r  o r a l  t es t imony 

t o  f i f t e e n  (15)  minutes ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  r e s t r i c t e d  o r  

extended by t h e  committee. 

( j )  P r i o r  t o  convening a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  au tho r -  

i z e d  under t h e s e  Ru le s ,  each  committee conduc t ing  such  

h e a r i n g  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  a member t o  s i t  as t h e  p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r .  I f  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t h e  members a t t e n d i n g  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  a 

p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r .  For t h e  purpose of p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  t h e  

members o f  t h e  committee a t t e n d i n g  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a quorum. 

The p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  and 

decorum and r u l e  on a l l  p r o c e d u r a l  q u e s t i o n s  a r i s i n g  d u r i n g  

t h e  cou r se  of t h e  h e a r i n g .  Rul ings  of t h e  c h a i r  may b e  

o v e r r u l e d  by a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  t h e  committee members 

p r e s e n t .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  a r u l i n g  of t h e  c h a i r  i s  s o  appea l ed ,  

t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  v o t e  o n l y  i n  t h e  e v e n t  of  a t i e .  

(k) A l l  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  s h a l l  be r eco rded  

and t r a n s c r i b e d .  Copies o f  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  each  

p u b l i c  hea r ing ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  any e x h i b i t s  and o t h e r  



r e l a t e d  m a t e r i a l s  a s  t h e  committee may d i r e c t ,  s h a l l  b e  

made, and a  copy t h e r e o f  s h a l l  be  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  each  

d e l e g a t e  a s  soon a s  p r a c t i c a b l e . ]  

[ A l t e r n a t i v e  2 :  N o  committees s n a l l b e  c r e a t e d .  The Con- 

v e n t i o n  s h a l l  conduc t  a l l  o f  i t s  b u s i n e s s  i n  p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n . ]  

[ A l t e r n a t i v e  3: N o  commit tees  s h a l l  be  e s t a b l i s n e d  s a v e  a  

C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  Whole. ]  

Chap t e r  V .  Committee of  t h e  Whole. 

1. Format ion.  The Convent ion may upon motion 

r e s o l v e  i t s e l f  i n t o  a Committee o f  t h e  Whole f o r  the 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

2.  L i m i t a t i o n  o f  Debate.  Be fo re  a p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  

be  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole, any d e l e g a t e  

( t h e  chai rman o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  committee i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  

p r o p o s a l  hav ing  p r i o r  r i g h t )  s h a l l  be  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  move 

a l i m i t a t i o n  upon t h e  t i m e  of  d e b a t e  and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by 

t h e  committee, and  t h e  Convent ion may f i x  i n  advance  o f  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t i m e  f o r  t h e  commit tee  t o  rise and  r e p o r t .  

3.  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  Bus ine s s .  Upon a  p r o p o s a l  

b e i n g  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole, t h e  same 

s h a l l  be  r e a d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  and t h e n  r e a d  and d e b a t e d  

a s  may be  de t e rmined  by t h e  committee.  A l l  amendments made 

t o  r e p o r t s ,  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  and  o t h e r  matters s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  Whole s h a l l  be  no t ed  and r e p o r t e d .  A f t e r  

t h e  r e p o r t  by t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole, t h e  p r o p o s a l  may 

be d e b a t e d  and amended on  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  Convent ion.  

4 .  Ru les .  Excep t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  p rov ided  by t h e s e  

Rules ,  t h e  Rules  o f  t h e  Convent ion s h a l l  be  obse rved  i n  



t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole s o  f a r  a s  they  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e .  

Where t h e r e  a r e  no p r o v i s i o n s ,  t h e  proceedings  s h a l l  be  

c o n t r o l l e d  by R o b e r t ' s  Rules of  Order. 

5. Quorum. A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t o t a l  number of  

e l e c t e d  and appoin ted  d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  be  a quorum f o r  t h e  

Committee o f  t h e  Whole t o  do b u s i n e s s ;  and i f  t h e  committee 

f i n d s  i t s e l f  w i t h o u t  a quorum, t h e  chairman s h a l l  cause  t h e  

r o l l  o f  t h e  Convention t o  be  c a l l e d ,  and thereupon t h e  

Committee s h a l l  r ise,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  resume t h e  c h a i r ,  and 

t h e  chairman r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Convention t h e  cause  of t h e  

r i s i n g  of t h e  committee. 

6 .  R i s i n g  of t h e  Committee. A motion f o r  t h e  

r i s i n g  o f  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole s h a l l  always be  i n  

o r d e r  u n l e s s  a member of  t h e  committee i s  speaking  o r  a 

v o t e  i s  be ing  t aken ,  and s h a l l  be dec ided  wi thou t  deba te .  

Chapter  V I .  T ransac t ion  o f  Business  

1. Order of Business .  The o r d e r  of b u s i n e s s  o f  

t h e  Convention s h a l l  be as fo l lows:  

(a)  C a l l  t o  o r d e r  and p r e l i m i n a r y  m a t t e r s .  

( b )  Invoca t ion .  

( c )  R o l l  c a l l .  

( d )  Repor t s  of committees. 

(e)  I n t r o d u c t i o n  and f i r s t  r ead ing  and r e f e r e n c e  
of p roposa l s .  

( f )  Second and f i n a l  r e a d i n g  of p r o p o s a l s .  



( g )  Motions and r e s o l u t i o n s .  

(h )  Unfinished bus iness .  

(i) S p e c i a l  o r d e r s  of t h e  day. 

( j )  General  o r d e r s  of  t h e  day. 

2 .  Recording i n  J o u r n a l .  No memorial, remon- 

s t r a n c e ,  o r  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be r ead  o r  recorded  i n  f u l l  i n  

t h e  J o u r n a l  u n l e s s  o rde red  r ead  o r  recorded  by t h e  a f f i rma-  

t i v e  v o t e  of  a  m a j o r i t y  of  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  and vo t ing .  

3 .  S t a t i n g  Motions. When a  motion i s  made, 

it s h a l l  be s t a t e d  t o  t h e  Convention by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ;  o r ,  

i f  i n  w r i t i n g ,  it s h a l l  be  handed t o  t h e  c h i e f  c l e r k  and 

r ead  aloud t o  t h e  Convention b e f o r e  be ing  debated.  

A "Motion" w i t h i n  t h i s  r u l e  i n c l u d e s  only t h e  

p r i v i l e g e d  motions l i s t e d  i n  Rule 6 o f  t h i s  Chapter  o r  a  

motion of  merely p rocedura l  c h a r a c t e r ,  such a s  t o  t a k e  

from t h e  t a b l e  o r  t o  send t h e  sergeant-at -arms f o r  absen tees .  

A l l  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  (except  d e l e g a t e  p roposa l s  and committee 

recommendations) s h a l l  be  p resen ted  a s  r e s o l u t i o n s .  

Every r e s o l u t i o n ,  o t h e r  than  a  p roposa l ,  s h a l l  be 

submit ted i n  w r i t i n g ,  s h a l l  be r ead  by t i t l e ,  and s h a l l  

be r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  committee. I f  t h e  r u l e s  

a r e  suspended t o  permi t  immediate c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a  

r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be r ead  i n  f u l l  t o  t h e  

Convention b e f o r e  it i s  cons idered .  



4 .  Reduced t o  Wri t ing.  Every motion s h a l l  be re- 

duced t o  w r i t i n g  i f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  any d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  r e q u e s t  

it and s h a l l  be e n t e r e d  upon t h e  J o u r n a l ,  t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  

name of t h e  d e l e g a t e  making it, u n l e s s  t h e  motion i s  with- 

drawn by t h e  maker o r  i s  r u l e d  o u t  of o r d e r  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  

5. Withdrawal of Motions. A f t e r  a motion has  

been s t a t e d  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  r ead  by t h e  c h i e f  c l e r k ,  it 

s h a l l  be deemed t o  be i n  t h e  possess ion  of  t h e  Convention,  

b u t  it may be  withdrawn by t h e  maker a t  any t i m e  b e f o r e  be ing  

amended o r  p u t  t o  vo te .  

6 .  P r i v i l e g e d  Motions. When a q u e s t i o n  i s  under 

deba te ,  no motion s h a l l  be rece ived  b u t  -- 
( a )  To amend t h e  c a l e n d a r  and agenda. 

( b )  To f i x  t h e  t i m e  t o  which t o  ad journ .  

(c)  To ad journ .  

( d )  To t a k e  a recess. 

(el To r e c o n s i d e r .  

( f )  To c a l l  f o r  t h e  Orders  of t h e  Day. 

( g )  To l a y  on t h e  t a b l e .  

( h )  For a C a l l  of t h e  Convention. 

(i) To l i m i t  deba te .  

( j )  To move t h e  prev ious  q u e s t i o n .  

( k )  To postpone t o  a day c e r t a i n .  

(1) To postpone i n d e f i n i t e l y .  

( m )  To commit. 

( n )  Toamend. 



The motions l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  Rule s h a l l  t a k e  

precedence i n  t h e  o r d e r  i n  which they  s t a n d  a r r anged .  A l l  

of  them s h a l l  be dec ided  by t h e  vo te  of  a m a j o r i t y  of  t h o s e  

p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  any motion t o  postpone 

i n d e f i n i t e l y  s h a l l  be  dec ided  by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of  

a m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Convention.  When 

a recess i s  t aken  w h i l e  a q u e s t i o n  i s  pending,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

of  such q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  be resumed when t h e  Convention re- 

assembles ,  u n l e s s  it de te rmines  o the rwi se .  No motion t o  

postpone t o  a day c e r t a i n ,  o r  t o  commit, hav ing  been de- 

c i d e d  by t h e  Convention,  s h a l l  aga in  be  i n  o r d e r  on t h e  

same day o r  a t  t h e  same s t a g e  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  Whenever 

a p r o p o s a l  i s  be ing  cons ide red  and a motion i s  t h e n  made, 

e i t h e r  t o  postpone i n d e f i n i t e l y  o r  t o  commit, amendments 

t o  t h e  pending p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  f i r s t  be  i n  o r d e r  b e f o r e  any 

v o t e  i s  t aken  on any such motion.  

7 .  Motions Not Debatable .  A motion t o  ad jou rn  

s h a l l  always be i n  o r d e r  e x c e p t  when a motion t o  f i x  t h e  

t i m e  t o  which t o  ad jou rn ,  o r  a motion t o  amend t h e  c a l e n d a r  

and agenda,  i s  pending.  A motion t o  ad jou rn ,  a  motion t o  

l a y  on t h e  t a b l e ,  a  motion f o r  a recess pending t h e  con- 

s i d e r a t i o n  of  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  and a l l  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  

q u e s t i o n s  of  o r d e r  s h a l l  be  dec ided  w i t h o u t  deba t e .  



8. Motion to Take from the Table. After one 

day's notice, days upon which the Convention sitting not 

counted, any matter laid on the table may be taken there- 

from on motion, provided that the business of the class 

of the matter to be taken from table would then be in order. 

9. Order of Putting Questions. All questions 

shall be put in the order in which they are moved, except in 

the case of privileged motions. 

10. Amendment Must Be Germane. No motion or 

proposition relating to a subject different from that under 

consideration shall be admitted under color of an amendment 

or substitute. 

11. Amendments to Be Distributed. No amendment to 

any committee recommendation or delegate proposal shall be 

considered unless it is submitted in writing and a copy there- 

of delivered to the floor desk of each delegate prior to the 

time the amendment is offered. 

12. Division of Question. Any delegate may call 

for a division of the question which shall be divided if 

it includes propositions which are so distinct in substance 

that when one is removed or deferred, a substantive pro- 

position remains for the decision of the Convention. A motion 

to strike out and insert shall not be subject to division within 

the meaning of this rule. 



Whenever a  q u e s t i o n  has  been d i v i d e d ,  a  f i n a l  

v o t e  s h a l l  be t aken  on any d i v i s i o n  u n t i l  a l l  o f  t h e  

v i s i o n s  t h e r e o f  have been cons idered  f o r  amendment, 

a f t e r  which f u r t h e r  amendments t o  any d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  be 

i n  o r d e r ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  each d i v i s i o n  w i l l  be p u t  t o  f i n a l  

vo te .  

13.  C a l l i n g  f o r  Previous  Q u e s t i o n .  The method 

of o r d e r i n g  t h e  prev ious  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  be a s  fo l lows:  Any 

d e l e g a t e  may move t h e  prev ious  q u e s t i o n  and, u n l e s s  o t h e r -  

w i s e  s t a t e d ,  t h e  motion s h a l l  apply  t o  t h e  pending q u e s t i o n  

only .  The p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  p u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  " S h a l l  

t h e  main q u e s t i o n  now be pu t?"  This  s h a l l  be  o rde red  on ly  

by a  ma jo r i ty  of  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g .  A f t e r  

t h e  seconding of a  motion f o r  t h e  prev ious  q u e s t i o n  and 

p r i o r  t o  t h e  o r d e r i n g  o f  t h e  same, a  C a l l  o f  t h e  Convention 

may be moved and o rde red ,  b u t  a f t e r  o r d e r i n g  t h e  p rev ious  

q u e s t i o n  noth ing  s h a l l  be i n  o r d e r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of  

t h e  pending q u e s t i o n  o r  q u e s t i o n s ,  excep t  demands f o r  t h e  

ayes  and nays,  p o i n t s  of  o r d e r ,  appea l s  from t h e  d e c i s i o n  

of  t h e  c h a i r ,  and a  motion t o  ad journ  o r  t o  t a k e  a r e c e s s ,  

a l l  of  which s h a l l  be dec ided  wi thout  deba te .  The e f f e c t  

of o r d e r i n g  t h e  prev ious  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  be t o  p u t  an end 

t o  a l l  deba te  and b r i n g  t h e  Convention t o  a  d i r e c t  v o t e  

upon t h e  pending q u e s t i o n .  When a  motion t o  r e c o n s i d e r  has  



been t aken  under t h e  p rev ious  q u e s t i o n  and dec ided  i n  t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p rev ious  q u e s t i o n  had been 

o rde red  s h a l l  have no o p e r a t i o n  o r  e f f e c t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  f o r  which r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  has been o rde red .  

I f  t h e  Convention r e f u s e s  t o  o r d e r  t h e  p rev ious  q u e s t i o n ,  

it s h a l l  resume c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  pending s u b j e c t  as 

though no motion f o r  t h e  p rev ious  q u e s t i o n  had been made. 

1 4 .  S i n e  D i e  Adjournment. A motion t o  ad jou rn  

t h e  Convention s i n e  d i e  s h a l l  n o t  be  vo ted  upon u n t i l  a t  -- 
leas t  f o r t y - e i g h t  hours  a f t e r  n o t i c e  i s  g iven  t o  t h e  

d e l e g a t e s ;  and t o  p a s s  t h i s  motion r e q u i r e s  an  a f f i r m a t i v e  

v o t e  of a m a j o r i t y  of  a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Convention.  

15.  Recons ide ra t ion  i n  Convention.  ( a )  Any 

q u e s t i o n  f i n a l l y  adopted o r  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  Convention may 

be r e c o n s i d e r e d  on motion of  any d e l e g a t e  a t  any t i m e  

b e f o r e  t h e  Convention ad jou rns  -- s i n e  d i e .  

( b )  No q u e s t i o n  may be r e c o n s i d e r e d  more t h a n  

once,  e x c e p t  i f  t h e  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  moved by d i r e c t i o n  

o f  t h e  Committee on Convention Organ iza t ion  o r  by t h e  

committee which r e p o r t e d  on t h e  m a t t e r  t o  b e  r econs ide red ,  

o r  i f  moved a f t e r  submiss ion o f  a p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  by t h i r t y  

( 3 0 )  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Convention.  

( c )  A motion t o  r e c o n s i d e r  i n  Convention may 

n o t  be c a l l e d  up u n t i l  t h e  second s e s s i o n  day a f t e r  i t  i s  



moved, and s h a l l  r e q u i r e  an a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of a m a j o r i t y  

of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Convention. 

(d )  A motion t o  r e c o n s i d e r  i n  Convention may 

be l a i d  on t h e  t a b l e  independent of t h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  be 

r econs ide red ;  b u t  a motion t o  r e c o n s i d e r  moved by d i r e c t i o n  

of a committee o r  pursuant  t o  p e t i t i o n  of  t h e  r e q u i r e d  

number of d e l e g a t e s  as provided above s h a l l  be i n  o r d e r  

wi thout  r ega rd  t o  t h e  t a b l i n g  of  any p rev ious  motion t o  

r e c o n s i d e r .  

1 6 .  Quorum C a l l s .  A c a l l  of t h e  Convention may 

be o rde red  i f  t h e r e  i s  an  absence of a quorum. 

17.  Procedure.  The r o l l  of t h e  Convention s h a l l  

be c a l l e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  and t h e  absen tees  noted.  The 

sergeant-at -arms may, upon motion,  be d i spa tched  a f t e r  t h e  

absen tees .  I n  such c a s e ,  a l i s t  of t h e  absen tees  s h a l l  be 

f u r n i s h e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  sergeant-at -arms,  who 

s h a l l  b r i n g  such absen tees  t o  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  Convention 

wi th  a l l  p o s s i b l e  speed.  I n  c a s e  t h e  sergeant-at -arms 

s h a l l  r e q u i r e  a s s i s t a n c e ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  upon motion,  may 

d e p u t i z e  a s  a s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  sergeant-at -arms any 

person  p rope r ly  q u a l i f i e d .  The Convention may proceed t o  

bus iness  under a C a l l  of  t h e  Convention pending t h e  a r r i v a l  

of  any absen tees .  



18. I n t r o d u c t i o n  of Proposa ls  and Recomrnenda- 

t i o n s .  Any sugges t ion ,  p r o p o s i t i o n  o r  d r a f t  i n t ended  t o  

become a p a r t  of  the C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  amendment t h e r e t o  

o r  schedule  t o  be  a t t a c h e d  t h e r e t o  s h a l l  be  c a l l e d  a de le -  

g a t e  p roposa l  o r  a committee recommendation. A proposa l  

i n t roduced  by a d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be d e s i g n a t e d  a d e l e g a t e  

p roposa l  and a p roposa l  submi t ted  by a committee s h a l l  be 

des igna ted  a committee recommendation. A d e l e g a t e  p roposa l  

s h a l l  be  endorsed by t h e  d e l e g a t e  o r  d e l e g a t e s  i n t r o d u c i n g  

it and a committee recommendation s h a l l  be encorsed  by t h e  

chairman of  t h e  committee submi t t i ng  it. Five  cop ie s  o f  

every  d e l e g a t e  p roposa l  o r  committee recommendation s h a l l  

be d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  who s h a l l  cause  t h e  same t o  

be s u i t a b l y  numbered, p r i n t e d ,  and d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  d e l e g a t e s  

a s  promptly a s  p o s s i b l e .  

19 .  Order of Cons ide ra t ion .  The p r e s c r i b e d  

o r d e r  i n  which p r o p o s a l s  i n t roduced  i n  t h e  Convention a r e  

t o  be  taken  up o r  a c t e d  upon s h a l l  be a s  fo l lows :  

( a )  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  f i r s t  r e a d i n g  by t i t l e ,  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  a committee by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  
and o rde red  d u p l i c a t e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  
u n l e s s  o the rwise  o rde red  by a m a j o r i t y  of  
t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t .  

(b )  Report  o f  t h e  committee and p l a c i n g  on 
t h e  General  Orders .  

(c )  Cons ide ra t ion  by t h e  Committee of t h e  
Whole i n  o r d e r  of  t h e i r  r e f e r e n c e .  



(d )  Report  by t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole 
and r e f e r e n c e d  t o  t h e  Committee on 
Convention Organiza t ion .  

(e) Report  of  t h e  Committee on Convention 
Organ iza t ion .  

(£1 Second r e a d i n g ,  f i n a l  pas sage  of  each 
p roposa l .  

( g )  Re-reference t o  t h e  Committee on Convention 
Organ iza t ion  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  f i n a l  
d r a f t .  

( h )  Report  by t h e  Committee on Convention 
Organ iza t ion  of  any complete  r e v i s i o n  o f ,  o r  
proposed amendment t o ,  the C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

2 0 .  Calendar .  The Committee on Convention 

Organ iza t ion  of t h e  Convention s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a c a l e n d a r  and 

o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  f o r  each  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Convention. The 

c a l e n d a r  s h a l l  be  f u r n i s h e d  t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y ,  who s h a l l  

d i s t r i b u t e  it t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  se t  f o r  t h e  

n e x t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Convention.  The Convention,  a t  any t i m e  

o r  from t i m e  t o  t i m e  d u r i n g  a  s e s s i o n ,  may, by t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  ma jo r i t y  of t h o s e  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g ,  

adop t ,  r e j e c t  o r  modify t h e  d a i l y  c a l e n d a r  and agenda 

p r e s e n t e d  t o  it. 

2 2 .  Unfin i shed  S p e c i a l  Orders .  Any s u b j e c t  

m a t t e r  which h a s  been made a  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

day,  b u t  which i s  n o t  reached  on t h a t  day,  s h a l l  t h e n  come 

up f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  under t h e  o r d e r  of "Unf in i shed  

Bus iness"  a t  t h e  n e x t  succeeding  s e s s i o n  of  t h e  Convention.  



2 2 .  Reading.. When t h e  r e a d i n g  of a pape r ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  J o u r n a l ,  i s  c a l l e d  f o r  and an  o b j e c t i o n  i s  

r a i s e d  t o  such r ead ing ,  t h e  Convention by a m a j o r i t y  vo te  

o f  d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g  s h a l l  determine.  wi thout  

deba te  whether o r  n o t  t h e  paper  s h a l l  be r ead .  

2 3 .  P r e s e n t a t i o n  and Endorsement of P e t i t i o n s .  

P e t i t i o n s  r ece ived  by an o f f i c e r  of t h e  Convention o r  by 

any d e l e g a t e  may be i n i t i a l e d  by t h e  r e c i p i e n t  and handed 

d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  chairman o r  c l e r k  of t h e  committee which 

has  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  under c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

The chairman of t h e  committee, on beha l f  o f  t h e  Conventian,  

s h a l l  g i v e  a p p r o p r i a t e  n o t i c e  of  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  

p e t i t i o n .  

2 4 .  C a l l s  o f  Convention -- Ayes and Nays. Upon 

C a l l s  of t h e  Convention,  and i n  t a k i n g  t h e  ayes  and nays 

upon any q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  names of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  be 

c a l l e d  a l p h a b e t i c a l l y .  

2 5 .  P u t t i n g  t h e  Q u e s t i o n .  The p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  

pu t  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  t h i s  form: "As many a s  

a r e  i n  f a v o r  of ( a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  may be)  s ay  'aye"';  and 

a f t e r  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  i s  expres sed ,  " a s  many a s  a r e  

opposed say  ' n o ' . "  I f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  i s  i n  doubt  a s  t o  t h e  

v o t e ,  he may o r d e r  a r o l l  c a l l  vo te  of t h e  Convention. 

A r o l l  c a l l  vo te  of t h e  Convention may be  had 

upon t h e  demand of t e n  (10) d e l e g a t e s .  



26 .  Recogni t ion During R o l l  C a l l .  A f t e r  a  

q u e s t i o n  has  been s t a t e d  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and t h e  c a l l  

of  t h e  r o l l  has  been s t a r t e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  

s h a l l  n o t  r ecogn ize  a d e l e g a t e  f o r  any purpose e x c e p t  upon 

p o i n t s  of o r d e r ,  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  announcement of t h e  v o t e .  

The s e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  e n t e r  upon t h e  J o u r n a l  t h e  names o f  

t h o s e  v o t i n g  "aye"  and t h e  names of  t h o s e  v o t i n g  "no."  

2 7 .  R o l l  C a l l .  A t  t h e  r o l l  c a l l  t o  be  t a k e n  a t  

t h e  opening o f  each  s e s s i o n  and upon C a l l s  o f  t h e  Convention,  

t h e  names of  t h e  members s h a l l  be c a l l e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  

and t h e  a b s e n t e e s  no ted .  

2 8 .  Appeals. (a )  On a l l  a p p e a l s  from d e c i s i o n s  

o f  t h e  c h a i r ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  be " S h a l l  t h e  judgment of  

t h e  c h a i r  s t a n d  a s  t h e  judgment of t h e  Convention?" 

( b )  No d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  speak on t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

an a p p e a l  more t h a n  once w i t h o u t  l e a v e  of t h e  Convention. 

( c )  An appea l  may be l a i d  on t h e  t a b l e  b u t  

s h a l l  n o t  c a r r y  w i t h  it t h e  s u b j e c t  matter b e f o r e  t h e  

Convention a t  t h e  t i m e  such a p p e a l  i s  t aken .  

29 .  I n  a l l  c a s e s  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e s e  

Rules ,  R o b e r t ' s  Rules of  Order s h a l l  govern.  



Chapter  VII. Suspension of Rules 

1. Procedures  f o r  TemQorarv A l t e r a t i o n ,  

Suspension o r  Resc i s s ion .  ( a )  A Rule o f  t h e  Convention 

s h a l l  n o t  be t e m p o r a r i l y  a l t e r e d ,  suspended o r  r e s c i n d e d  

u n l e s s  one Convention d a y ' s  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be  g iven  of  t h e  

motion t h e r e f o r ;  p rov ided  however, t h a t  such  n o t i c e  s h a l l  

n o t  be neces sa ry  on t h e  l a s t  day of  t h e  Convention.  

( b )  A v o t e  of  two- th i rds  of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  

p r e s e n t  s h a l l  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  e f f e c t  such a l t e r a t i o n ,  sus-  

pens ion  or  r e s c i s s i o n .  

( c )  The n o t i c e  and t h e  motion s h a l l  each  s p e c i f y  

t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  temporary a l t e r a t i o n ,  suspens ion  o r  

r e s c i s s i o n  and i n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  adop t ion  of such mot ion,  

it s h a l l  be  h e l d  t o  apply  on ly  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  s p e c i f i e d  

t h e r e i n .  

( d )  Such n o t i c e  s h a l l  b e  g iven  and such motion 

made under t h e  o r d e r  of b u s i n e s s  i n  which t h e  matter pro- 

posed t o  be  a f f e c t e d  by such  a l t e r a t i o n ,  suspens ion  o r  

r e s c i s s i o n  s t a n d s .  

2 .  Temporary A l t e r a t i o n ,  Suspension o r  Resc i s s ion .  

Notwi ths tanding  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  Rule 1 of  t h i s  Chapte r ,  

a  Rule o f  t h e  Convention may be  t empora r i l y  a l t e r e d ,  sus-  

pended o r  r e s c i n d e d  by unanimous consen t .  



3. Notice and Vote. ( a )  A motion t o  amend a 

Rule of t h e  Convention s h a l l  n o t  be made on l e s s  than  f i v e  

Convention days '  n o t i c e .  

(b )  A vote  of two-thirds  (2/3) of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  

p r e s e n t  s h a l l  be r equ i red  t o  e f f e c t  such amendment. 

Chapter V I I I  . Miscellaneous Rules 

1. N o t i f i c a t i o n  of Resident Commissioner. When 

a C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  d r a f t e d  and approved by t h e  Convention, 

t h e  Convention, through t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  s h a l l  so  n o t i f y  t h e  

Resident  Commissioner. 

2.  P lace  of Meetings. The Convention, t h e  

Committee on t h e  Whole, and both a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  committees 

s h a l l  meet only i n  Saipan. The s u b s t a n t i v e  committees s h a l l  

meet i n  Saipan,  provided t h a t  any s u b s t a n t i v e  committee may 

i n  i t s  d i s c r e t i o n  and s u b j e c t  t o  Rule 8 of Chapter I V  hold  

pub l i c  hear ings  anywhere wi th in  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s .  

3 .  R e g i s t r a t i o n  and Regulation of Lobbyists .  

The Convention, by r e s o l u t i o n  adopted by a ma jo r i ty  of a l l  

t h e  d e l e g a t e s ,  s h a l l  have a u t h o r i t y  t o  i s s u e  r u l e s  o r  regu- 

l a t i o n s  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and appearance 

be fo re  it, o r  before  any of i t s  au thor ized  committees, 

any person engaged o r  h i r e d ,  f o r  a f e e ,  s a l a r y  o r  o t h e r  

compensation, t o  promote, advocate ,  i n f l u e n c e  o r  oppose any 

mat ter  pending be fo re  t h e  Convention, o r  which might come 



b e f o r e  i t  o r  any of i t s  committees. Such r u l e s  and 

r e g u l a t i o n s  may i n c l u d e  requi rements  t h a t  such persons  

r e g i s t e r  w i th  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  and f i l e  such r e p o r t  of  

expend i tu re s  a s  may be r e q u i r e d  by such r u l e s  and regula-  

t i o n s .  

4. Radio and T e l e v i s i o n  Coverage. Live r a d i o  

and t e l e v i s i o n  coverages  of a l l  s e s s i o n s  of t h e  Convention 

and t h e  Committee of  t h e  Whole s h a l l  be pe rmi t t ed .  The 

s u b s t a n t i v e  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  committees s h a l l  have d i s -  

c r e t i o n  t o  a l low such coverage.  

5. Subpoena Power. The p r e s i d e n t  and t h e  chairman 

of any committee s h a l l  have t h e  power and a u t h o r i t y  t o  i s s u e  

subpoenas r e q u i r i n g  t h e  a t t endance  of w i t n e s s e s  o r  t h e  

p roduc t ion  of books, documents o r  o t h e r  ev idence ,  i n  any 

m a t t e r  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  purpose of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven- 

t i o n .  Any subpoena o r  o t h e r  p r o c e s s  i s s u e d  under t h e  

a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  Convention s h a l l  run i n  t h e  name of t h e  

Government of  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  and s h a l l  be  

addres sed  t o  any p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  o r  o t h e r  du ly  a u t h o r i z e d  

agen t .  Such subpoena o r  o t h e r  p r o c e s s  s h a l l  be s igned  by 

t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  chairman, s h a l l  c o n t a i n  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

S e c t i o n  9 ( E )  of D i s t r i c t  Law 4-205, and s h a l l  se t  f o r t h  i n  

g e n e r a l  terms t h e  m a t t e r  o r  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

which tes t imony o r  o t h e r  ev idence  i s  t o  be t aken .  Any 



person  t o  whom t h e  p rocess  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  Rule i s  

d i r e c t e d ,  i f  w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Northern 

Mariana I s l a n d s ,  s h a l l  f o r t h w i t h  s e r v e  o r  e x e c u t e  t h e  same 

upon d e l i v e r y  the reo f  t o  him wi thou t  change o r  compensation;  

p rovided ,  however, t h a t  any person  s e r v i n g  o r  e x e c u t i n g  such 

subpoena o r  p r o c e s s  s h a l l  be compensated f o r  h i s  a c t u a l  

expenses ,  i f  any,  i n  connec t ion  t h e r e w i t h .  

6 .  Wi tnesses '  Oaths.  The p r e s i d e n t  o r  t h e  

chairman of any committee may a d m i n i s t e r  o a t h s  t o  w i t n e s s e s  

i n  any matter under t h e  examinat ion by t h e  Convention.  


