
CONSTITUTIONAL COIdVENTION 
I o f  t h c  

NORTiIERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

CONVENTION JOURNAL 

F I R S T  DAY 
Monday, O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  1976 

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  M a r i a n a s  Law N o .  4-205 t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  K a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  was begun wi . th  formal.  
c e r e m o n i e s  a t  9 :15  a . m .  

A c t i n g  P r e s i d e n t  was Erwin D .  Canham, R e s i d e n t  Commiss ioner  
of t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i ana  I s l a n d s .  

A c t i n g  P r e s i d e n t  Canham: The f i r s t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  - 
M a r i a n a s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  w i l l  be i n  o r d e r .  P l e a s e  l e t  
m e  s a y  t h a t  i t  is  i n d e e d  a  g r e a t  p r i v i l e g e  and  h o n o r  t o  welcome 
e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  o n e  o f  you .  

F i r s t ,  t o  i n v o k e  d i v i n e  b l e s s i n g  o n  t h i s  so lemn o c c a s i o n ,  I 
i n v i t e  t h e  Reverend  Monsignor  Tomas A .  Camacho t o  l e a d  u s  i n  
p r a y e r .  W i l l  you a l l  p l e a s e  r i s e .  

Mons ignor  - Camacho: I n  t h e  name o f  t h e  F a t h e r ,  t h e  Son,  and  o f  
t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  L e t  u s  p r a y .  

God o f  Abraham, God o f  I s a a c ,  God o f  t h e  F o r e f a t h e r s  ~ f  t h e  
Amer ican  p e o p l e ,  a s  w e  b e g i n  a n o t h e r  c h a p t e r  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  a n a  
momentous o c c a s i o n  o f  o u r  f u t u r e  d e s t i n y ,  w e  b e g  You t o  corrre and  
t o  e n l i g h t e n  t h e s e  d u l y  e l e c t e d  members o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i ~ n a l  
C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i ana  I s l a n d s .  H e l p  them t o  be 
p e o p l e  t h s t  a r e  a l-ways mlndtul of Your g r a c e  an? ?lac! t-c 6.2 Y r r v r  
w i l l .  B l e s s  w i t h  wisdom a n d  n o b i l i t y  o f  s p i r i t  t h e s e  l a d i e s  arid 
g e n t l e m e n  s o  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  t h e y  make w i l l  n o t  r e f l e c t  s e l f i s h -  
n e s s ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f . i t  o f  a l l  f u t u r e  Amer icans  l i v i n g  on  t h i s  
f a r - f l u n g  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  f r o n t i e r .  B l e s s  t h i s  a u g u s t  body w i t h  
p r o p e r  g u i d a n c e  a s  t h e y  c o n f r o n t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  making a  w i s e  and  
p r a c t i c a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  H e l p  them t o  remember t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
c o u r t e s y  and  g r a c i o u s n e s s  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  Mar iana  
I s l a n d s  and  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r i n g  i s l a n d s .  G r a n t  t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  
t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  b e  a symbol  o f  f r eedom and j u s t i c e  
f o r  t h e  res t  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  i s l a n d s .  Keep e v e r  b e f o r e  u s  on t h i s  
B i - C e n t e n n i a l  Year o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  o f  
t h e  f r e e ,  t h e  home o f  t h e  b r a v e ,  and  t h e  n a t i o n  whose God i s  t h e  
Lord .  W e  a s k  t h i s  t h r o u g h  o u r  Lord  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  y o u r  Son ,  who 
l i v e s  a n d  r e i g n s  w i t h  You and  t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  o n e  God, f o r  e v e r  
and  ever.  Amen. 

A c t i n g  - P r e s i d e n t  Canham: Now may I c a l l  upon a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
s p e a k e r ,  t h e  Honorable  V i c e n t e  N .  S a n t o s ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  
M a r i a n a s  L e g i s l a t u r e .  

S p e a k e r  S a n t o s :  Thank you v e r y  much. T o  a l l  s u p e r f i c i a l  a p p e a r -  - 
antes t o d a y ,  Oc tobe r  1 8 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  m i g h t  b e  j u s t  a n o t h e r  p r o s a i c  Konday, 
i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f rom a  l o n g  l i s t  o f  p r o s a i c  Mondays p a s t ;  b u t  
a p p e a r a n c e s  would b e  wrong,  v e r y  wrong.  Today,  Monday, O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  
1976 ,  i s  a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  d a y ,  a  benchmark d a y ,  a n  h i s t o r i c  day .  

Today marks an  e n d i n g  a n d  a  b e g i n n i n g  f o r  o u r  p e o p l e .  1t 
h e r a l d s  t h e  end  o f  a  l o n g  s u b s e r v i e n c y  t o  many masters and t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  o u r  j o u r n e y  i n t o  d e s t i n y  u n d e r  o u r  own he lmsmanship .  

The  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  ~ o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  h a v e  spoken .  They h a v e  
s e l e c t e d  you t o  a c t  f o r  them a t  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ;  
i n  e f f e c t  c h a r g i n g  you w i t h  t h e  awesGxe r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  c h a r t i n g  
a m e a n i n g f u l  c o u r s e  i n t o  t h e  h a r b o r  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  government .  
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On t h e  o n e  hand  t h e  g r e a t  h o n o r  bes towed  upon you i s  b o t h  
s i g n a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c ;  on t h e  o t h e r  i t  imposes  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  
monumental  p r o p o r t i o n s .  The "work" i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  a n  o p u s  
wh ich  you a r e  c a l l e d  upon t o  mold w i t h i n  t h e  coming  d a y s  i s  
n o t h i n g  less t h a n  a  commitment t o  a  f u t u r e  way o f  l i f e  n o t  o n l y  
f o r  t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  b u t  f o r  o u r  p o s t e r i t y .  W e  d o  n o t  d e l u d e  
o u r s e l v e s  t h a t  t h e  t a s k  w i l l  b e  e a s y ;  it w i l l  demand a p p l i c a t i o n  
o f  h i s t o r i c  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  v i s i o n ,  and  a  k e e n  s e n s e  o f  s e l e c t i v i t y  
t o  a c h i e v e  a  work which  m u s t  be n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  a n  ec lec t i c  
m a s t e r p i e c e .  

I n  e x e r c i s i n g  t h e i r  f r a n c h i s e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  
Mar i ana  I s l a n d s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h i s  h o n o r a b l e  
d e l e g a t i o n ;  t h e y  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  you  p o s s e s s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  q u a l i -  
f i c a t i o n s  a n d  t h a t  you s h a l l  l e a d  t h e  way. 

F o r  m y s e l f ,  I a m  i n  f u l l  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  wisdom o f  t h e  
p e o p l e .  I h a v e  f u l l  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  you  w i l l  a c q u i t  y o u r s e l v e s  
w e l l ;  t h a t  w e  s h a l l  a l l  h a v e  j u s t  c a u s e  t o  acclaim y o u r  e f f o r t s .  
I h o p e ,  however ,  t h a t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  a  few w e l l  i n t e n t i o n e d  c a u t i o n s  
w i l l  n o t  be t h o u g h t  p re sumptuous .  

R e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  e d i f i c e  t h z t y o u  h a v e  b e e n  commiss ioned  t o  
erec t  must  b e  a b l e  t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  stresses o f  t i m e .  

Remember t h a t  m e a n i n g f u l  c o n t e n t  mus t  t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  
f i n e  r h e t o r i c  i f  y o u r  e n d e a v o r  i s  t o  e n d u r e  i n t a c t .  

Remember t h a t  w h i l e  b r e v i t y  may b e  t h e  s o u l  o f  w i t ,  i t  is  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  h a l l m a r k  o f  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  l aw  o f  t h e  l a n d .  

Our C o n s t i t u t i o n  mus t  b e  a s  co rnp rehens ive  a n d  d e t a i l e d  a s  
t h e  t i r c s ,  t h r  s t s t e  of devclopmefi t  of u ~ i -  p e o p l e ,  rjtir c u i L u 1 e  
and  o u r  p l a c e  among t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  demand. Where t o  
draw t h e  l i n e  i s  n o  e a s y  t a s k .  I d o  n o t  p r e t e n d  t o  know, b u t  w i t h  
t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  b r i e f i n g  p a p e r s  p r o v i d e d  by y o u r  a d v i s o r s  
a n d  t h e i r  d a i l y  c o u n s e l l i n g  c o u p l e d  w i t h  y o u r  own inriate s e n s e  o f  
wha t  i s  f i t t i n g  a n d  n e e d f u l ,  I d o  n o t  d o u b t  t h e  ou tcome .  

What i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  a n d  c r i t i c a l ,  it i s  y o u r  f u n c t i o n  t o  
d i s c e r n  and  imp lemen t .  

May God g r a n t  you  v i s i o n ,  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  s o u l  t o  r i se  above  
p a r t i s a n s h i p , ,  o b j e c t i v i t y  and  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  e n d e a v o r  upon wh ich  you  embark t o d a y .  

W e  w i s h  you  w e l l ;  w e  a w a i t  y o u r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .  Thank you .  

A c t i n g  P r e s i d e n t  Canham: My n e x t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  c a l l  t h e  
r o l l  o f  t h e  D e l e g a t e s .  I t h i n k  j u s t  t o  be o r i g i n a l ,  I w i l l  b e g i n  
w i t h  t h e  s m a l l e s t  D e l e g a t i o n  f i r s t .  Each p l e a s e  r e s p o n d  i n  t u r n .  

( A c t i n g  P r e s i d e n t  Canham c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l  a l p h a b e t i c a l l y ,  
b y  D e l e g a t i o n .  ) 

A c t i n g  P r e s i d e n t  Canham: The e n t i r e  D e l e g a t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  
i s  p r e s e n t .  

My n e x t  d u t y  is  t o  a s k  t h e  D e l e g a t i o n  t o  r i se  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  
o f  t h e  Oa th  o f  O f f i c e .  I t  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  t o g e t h e r  and  I w i l l  a s k  
you  t o  r e p e a t  e n  masse: 

"I d o  s o l e m n l y  s w e a r  t h a t  I w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  e x e c u t e  
t h e  o f f i c e  o f  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  and  w i l l ,  t o  t h e  best  o f  
my a b i l i t y ,  s u p p o r t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  Covenan t  t o  E s t a b l i s h  a  Commonwealth 
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o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i ana  I s l a n d s  i n  P o l i t i c a l  Union 
w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S L a t e s  of Ar~ le r i ca ,  s o  h e l p  m e  God." 

A c t i n g  P r e s i d e n t  Canham: The n e x t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h e  l a s t  o n e  
which  I am r e q u i r e d  t o  p e r f o r m ,  i s  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  y o u r  p r e s i d e n t .  

D e l e g a t e  F r a n c i s c o  T.  P a l a c i o s :  I move t h a t  Lorenzo  I .  G u e r r e r o  
b e  e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  

The m o t i o n  was s e c o n d e d .  

D e l e g a t e  V i c e n t e  T. A t t a o :  I move t h a t  n o m i n a t i o n s  c l o s e .  

The m o t i o n  was s e c o n d e d  t o  c l o s e  n o m i n a t i o n s .  

Mot ion  c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e  t o  c l o s e  n o m i n a t i o n s .  

Mot ion  t o  e l e c t  L o r e n z o  I .  G u e r r e r o  as P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
C o n v e n t i o n  c a r r i e d  unan imous ly  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

R e s i d e n t  Commiss ioner  Canham: With t h e  g r e a t e s t  p l e a s u r e  I i n v i t e  
S e n a t o r  G u e r r e r o  t o  t h e  c h a i r .  

P r e s i d e n t  L o r e n z o  I .  G u e r r e r o :  F i r s t  o f  a l l  I would l i k e  t o  e x t e n d  
my a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  o f  t h i s  c o n v e n t i o n  f o r  g i v i n g  m e  
t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  b e  e l e c t e d  a s  y o u r  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h i s  c o n v e n t i o n .  
I t h a n k  y o u ,  e v e r y o n e  o f  you .  B e f o r e  I p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  a g e n d a ,  I 
would l i k e  t o  make a  s h o r t  r emark :  F e l l o w  D e l e g a t e s  t o  t h i s  
C o n v e n t i o n ,  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  G u e s t s ,  L a d i e s  and  Gent lemen:  

The g l o r i o u s  d a y s  h a s  come f o r  u s ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h i s  
c o n v e n t i o n ,  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  mandate  o f  o u r  p e o p l e ,  and  commence 
t h e  t z s k  o f  Z r a f t i n g  a c c n s t i t u t l o n  w2,ich i s  t r ~ l y  repi-.ssei-itati-te 
o f  o u r  p e o p l e ' s  w i s h e s  and  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  and  w i t h i n  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  
s e t f o r t h  u n d e r  t h e  Covenan t  on t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 
o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s .  

Framing a c o n s t i t u t i o n  i s n o t  a n  e a s y  t a s k .  Each and  e v e r y  
D e l e g a t e  h a s  h i s  o r  h e r  own i d e a s  and  b e l i e f s  on  wha t  s h o u l d  b e s t  s u i t  
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  u n d e r  o u r  new gove rnmen t ,  and  which  g o v e r n m e n t a l  
s e t u p  wou ld  b e  t h e  m o s t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a d a p t i o n .  I t  i s  i n  t h e  
c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e a s  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  r e a l l y  fo rm a  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  would  a p p l y  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t i o n ,  and  t h e  
f u t u r e  . 

Whi le  t i m e  i s  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  i n  t h i s  g i v e n  t a s k ,  o u r  a p p r o a c h  
on s e n s i t i v e  and  de l i ca te  m a t t e r s  must  a l w a y s  be w i t h  c a u t i o n  and  
e x t r e m e  c a r e .  The m a t t e r  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  and  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  t h e  s t r i c t e s t  d e g r e e  o f  c o n c e r n .  L e t  u s  
l e a r n  f rom t h e  m i s t a k e s  o f  o t h e r  n a t i o n s ,  and  h a v e  t h e  l e s s o n s  o f  
t h e  p a s t  g u i d e  u s  i n  s e c u r i n g  a b r i g h t e r  f u t u r e .  L e t  u s  p r o v i d e  a n  
a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  o u r  p e o p l e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  i n  o u r  
i s l a n d  n a t i o n .  W e  mus t  s i m i l a r l y  p r o v i d e  d u e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  o u r  
p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t s  and  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  s a f e g u a r d s  t o  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  
t h e y  now e n j o y  as  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  way o f  l i f e .  

To a c h i e v e  s u c c e s s ,  we mus t  f i r s t  a t t a i n  u n i t y  and  harmony,  
and  m a i n t a i n  a c l o s e  w o r k i n g  c o o r d i n a t i o n  among a l l  t h e  D e l e g a t e s .  
I a m  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  w e  w i l l  s u c c e e d  i n  o u r  common g o a l  o f  h a v i n g  
a c o n s t i t u t i o n  which  embod ies  o u r  p e o p l e ' s  i d e a l s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  
and  t h a t  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  w i l l  g o  down as o n e  o f  t h e  
most s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  n a t i o n .  Thank you!  
S i  Yuus Maase! 
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P r e s i d e n t  Lorenzo  I .  G u e r r e r o :  B e f o r e  w e  go  on t o  t h e  n e x t  item on 
t h e  agenda ,  wh ich  i s  a d o p t i o n  o f  R u l e s  o f  P r o c e d u r e ,  I r e c o g n i z e  
Ben igno  R .  F i t i a l .  

D e l e g a t e  Beniqno R .  F i t i a l :  I move w e  p o s t p o n e  items e i g h t  ( 8 )  and 
n i n e  ( 9 )  and move on t o  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s .  The m o t i o n  was s e c o n d e d .  

P r e s i d e n t  Lorenzo  I .  G u e r r e r o :  T h e r e  i s  a m o t i o n  on  t h e  f l o o r  t h a t  w e  - 
s u s p e n d  R u l e s  o f  P r o c e d u r e  ( i t e m  8 )  a n d  E l e c t i o n  o f  o t h e r  O f f i c e r s  
( i t e m  9 )  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a n d  t h i s  h a s  been  s e c o n d e d .  D e l e g a t e  Jose R .  
C ruz .  

D e l e g a t e  Jose R .  Cruz :  I move w e  h a v e  a  1 0  m i n u t e  recess. 
The mot ion  w a s  s e c o n d e d .  

P r e s i d e n t  Lorenzo  I .  G u e r r e r o :  The c h a i r  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  - 
d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  mot ion  f o r  recess f i r s t .  A v o i c e  v o t e  w a s  t a k e n  
and  was n o t  c o n c l u s i v e .  W e  w i l l  t a k e  a r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  a t  t h e  
r e q u e s t  o f  Jose R.  C r u z .  

The r o l l  w a s  c a l l e d  and  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  v o t e d  as f o l l o w s :  

AFFIRMATIVE: F e l i x  A. Ayuyu, J o s e  S .  Borja ,  Olympio T. B o r j a ,  
A n t o n i o  M .  Camacho, C a r l o s  S .  Camacho, Magdalena C. Camacno, 
J u a n  DLG. Demapan, Herman Q.  G u e r r e r o ,  David Q .  M a r a t i t a ,  J e s u s  G .  
V i l l a g o m e z ,  Ramon G.  V i l l a g o m e z ,  Jose R.  C r u z ,  D a n i e l  P .  C a s t r o .  

NEGATIVE: F e l i p e  Q .  A t a l i g ,  V i c e n t e  T .  A t t a o ,  L u i s  A. B e n a v e n t e ,  
J u a n  S.  Demapan, Ben igno  R.  F i t i a l ,  P e d r o  L. I g i t o l ,  L u i s  M .  L imes ,  
Jose P. Mafnas,  F r a n c i s c o  T .  P a l a c i o s ,  O s c a r  C .  R a s a ,  Manuel A .  
T e n o r i o ,  J o a q u i n  S .  T o r r e s ,  David  M. A t a l i g ,  P e d r o  M .  A t a l i g ,  
G r e g o r i o  S .  C a l v o ,  P e d r o  Q.  D e l a  C r u z ,  Benjamin  T. Manglona,  
P r u d e n c i o  T. Manglona,  P e d r o  M.  Ogo, Leon I .  T a i s a c a n t 1 4 i l a r i o  F'. 
D i a z ,  Henry U.  H o f s c h n e i d e r ,  S t e p h e n  M .  K i n q ,  

ABSTENTIONS: V i c e n t e  M. Manglona,  J u a n  P. T e n o r i o .  

P r e s i d e n t  L o r e n z o  I .  G u e r r e r o :  The v o t e  i s  23 a f f i r m a t i v e ,  1 3  
n e g a t i v e  and  2 a b s t e n t i o n s .  The m o t i o n  f o r  recess i s  d e f e a t e d .  

I would now l i k e  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  p o s t p o n e  i t e m s  8 and  
9 u n t i l  l a t e r  on t o d a y .  W e  w i l l  p r o c e e d  w i t h  a v o i c e  v o t e .  

( A  v o i c e  v o t e  was t a k e n  and  t h e  m o t i o n  w a s  p a s s e d . )  

The n e x t  i t e m  on  o u r  a g e n d a  i s  itel11 t e n  ( 1 0 1 ,  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  and  a t  t h i s  t i m e  I would  l i k e  t o  c a l l  o n  P e d r o  A .  
T e n o r i o ,  Director o f  T r a n s i t i o n  S t u d i e s  and  P l a n n i n g  t o  g i v e  u s  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n .  

Director P e d r o  A.  T e n o r i o :  Thank you M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  On b e h a l f  o f  
my s t a f f  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  T r a n s i t i o n  S t u d i e s  and  P l a n n i n g ,  I 
would  l i k e  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  a l l  o f  you D e l e g a t e s  o n  y o u r  e l e c t i o n  
t o  s e r v e  i n  t h i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  body.  

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  M a r i a n a s  Law No. 4-205 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  M a r i a n a s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  and  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  S e c t i o n  E l e v e n  (11) d e a l i n g  w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  and  s t a f f  
s u p p o r t  f rom t h e  O f f i c e  o f  T r a n s i t i o n  S t u d i e s  and  P l a n n i n g ,  I 
would l i k e  f i r s t  t o  r e p o r t  t o  you t h a t  my o f f i c e  and  s t a f f  are 
p r e p a r e d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  D e l e g a t e s  i n  e v e r y  way 
p o s s i b l e  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o b l e m s  d o  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  y o u r  b a s i c  r o l e  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as  D e l e g a t e s .  
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In order to properly coordinate the activities of the convention 
and to streamline support services to you, there is within my 
office an administrative organization created specifically to meet 
the needs of the Conlrention. Such organization consists of per- 
sonnel who are assigned general and specific functions to perform 
the necessary services and to support you. 

In the area of financial support, the Office of Transition 
Studies and Planning will be responsible for the payments of 
salaries and per diems of the Delegates, including all other 
expenses related to the Convention. In addition to the United 
States funds made available for the holding of the Constitutional 
Convention, the Northern Marianas Legislature has also made 
available $30,000.00 to defray expenses of the Convention. 

I wish to acknowledge, as the Resident Commissioner has already 
done, the generosity of the Trust Territory Government, specifically 
the Acting High Commissioner and the Executive Officer, in 
granting administrative leave to those Delegates who are employed 
by the Trust Territory Government. This represents a savings of- 
approximately $20,000.00 to the Convention. 

I also wish to acknowledge the support and coorperation of the 
Resident Commissioner, Mr. Canham, and his staff, for their assistance 
and support in the planning of this event. In addition, Mr. Canham's 
willingness to assign to the Convention several key members of 
his staff is greatly appreciated. 

Lastly, I also wish to acknowledge the cooperation of the 
Speaker of the Northern Marianas Island Legislature, Mr. Santos, 
in providing equipment, clerical and logistical support to the 
Convention. At this time, I would like to introduce the key 
employees of the convention and the Office of Transition who will 
be performing the administrative and general support services 
to the Delegates. 

Mr. Pedro M. Atalig, who is a Delegate will act as the 
principal in charge of the overall administrative functions of 
the Convention. He will be assisted by Mr. John Boyer, the 
Administrative Officer. 

Per Diem and salary checks of Delegates will be disbursed by 
Mr. Boyer. The person in-charge of recording and public information 
activities is Mr. Rudy Sablan. He will be assisted by Mr. Herbert 
Rosario. 

Mrs. Stacy Pounds will be the principal Journal Clerk and 
will be assisted by Mrs. Emy Sablan and Mrs. Linda Layne. A 
typing and secretarial pool will be set up for the use of the 
Delegates and for the reproduction of journals. It will be 
under the supervision of Mrs. Connie Togawa. Our printing room 
supervisor is Mr. Ben Kapileo, and the Librarians for the Convention 
are Mrs. Rita Camacho and Chris Ramirez. The sergeant-at-Arms 
is Mr. Jose Ada from the Marianas Department of Public Safety. 

A map of the location of delegations, consultants and staff offices 
is provided this morning to acquaint you with the layout of the 
Convention facitilies. 

The Law Firm of Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering of Washington, D. C. 
was retained by the Office of Transition Studies and Planning to 
prepare briefing papers for the Delegates, to advise regarding 
the organization and procedures of the Convention, and to provide 
other professional services during the Convention. The Law Firm 
will work under the general supervision of the President and Officcrs 
of the Convention. The firm will be available to prepare legal 
memoranda regarding issues before the Convention, to assist the 
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committees in their work, to draft consitutional provisions 
reflecting the cedisions of the Convention, and to perform such 
other assignments as seem appropriate. The work of the Law Firm 
and other professional consultants is under the supervision of 
Mr. Howard Willens. I will ask Mr. Willens to introduce the members 
of his team. 

Mr. Willens: 

Consultant, Mr. Howard Willens: Thank you Mr. Tenorio. Mr. President, 
Resident Commissioner, Delegates to the Convention and Honored Guests. 
It is an honor to be here on behalf of all my law firm to assist this 
Convention in this important assignment. I have had the good fortune 
during the past four years to work closely and get to know many of you. 
I hope during the near future I have to opportunity to get to know all 
of you as you accomplish your objective. 

I would like to introduce at this time two of my senior colleagues 
who will be helping this Convention with its work. First I would like 
to introduce my partner, Deanne C. Siemer. Ms. Siemer received her 
training at George Washington University and the University of Hawaii. 
She took her legal education at the Harvard Law School and has 
resided in Washington during the past eight years. She has had a 
distinquished career with the United States Budget Bureau as well 
as with our law firm. 

Secondly I would like to introduce Howard Mantel, who is the 
Associate Director of the Institute of Public Administration. Mr 
Mantel is a lawyer by training but has left is law profession, while 
working with the Institute as advisor to local, state, and federal 
Government Agencies in the United States. Mr. Mantel has a wide 
variety of experience you can take advantage of in the course of your 
deliberations. 

We have four additional lawyers, from my Lzr~ Firs, Xr. Paiil S. 
K O ~ ~ S K ~ ,  Robert A. Major, Neal S. Solomon and A. Mark Weisburd. 
They will be working with Mr. Mantel and myself and the Convention 
as-a-whole during its work. As you know from our briefing papers, 
we have basically one assignment here, that; is to help you prepare 
a Constitution that is consistant with the Covenant and the United 
States Constitution. We have prepared briefing papers which are 
designed to put before you the various alternatives which we think 
you will like to consider on many of the important issues before this 
Convention. We are here to provide you with our guidance which you 
requested and we are prepared to assist you in every way possible 
during the next 50 days and look forward to the opportunity of working 
with you. Thank you. 

Director, Pedro A. Tenorio: Thank you Mr. Willens. Mr. President, 
I would like to say if any of the Delegates as any particular problem 
they want us to look into, please do not hesitate to call upon myself 
and the other members of my staff. Again on behalf of the members of 
my staff, I wish you all success in your very difficult role as you 
prepare the Constitution for the Islands of the Northern Marianas. 
Thank you very much. 

President, Lorenzo I. Guerrero: Thank you Mr. Tenorio. The next thing 
on our agenda is the report of the Pre-Convention Comrittee. At this 
time I would like to call M r .  Jose P. Mafnas as the Chairman of the 
Pre-Convention Committee. Mr. Mafnas: 

Chairman, Jose P. Mafnas: Thank you Mr. President, Resident Commissioner 
Canham, and Members of this Convention. 

Your Pre-Convention Committee met last week to discuss the 
organization and procedures.of this Convention. 



" !  ; 
CONVENT1 'tsDUl<PLlL -- 1s t Day 
Oc tober  1 8 ,  1976 

We dcvc loped  a p roposed  agenda f o r  t h i s  f i r s t  s e s s i o n ,  a s e t  of  p r o c e d u r a l  
r u l e s ,  and o d r a f t  s c h e d u l e  f o r  con side ratio^^ by t h i s  body.  

The r e s u l t s  o f  o u r  work were  passed  o u t  t o  e a c h  V e l e g a t e . l a s t  week. 

It is  now up t o  a l l  o f  u s  - from each  D e l e g a t i o n  - t o  work t o g e t h e r  t o  
d r a f t  a C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  Comrnonwealtli o f  t h e  Nor the rn  Marian2 I s l a n d s .  
No C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion  i n  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  h a s  t r i e d  t o  do s o  much i n  
s o  l i t t l e  t ime .  We must u s e  each  of  o u r  50 d a y s  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t .  I t  i s  f o r  
t h a t  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  Pre-Convent ion Committee p roposed  a  d r a f t  s c h e d u l e  f o r  
your  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  T h i s  s c h e d u l e  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  o u r  commi t t ees  would t r y  and 
comple te  t h e i r  work i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  weeks of  t h e  Convent ion and s u b m i t  t h e i r  
r e p o r t s  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d  t o  t h e  Convent ion s i t t i n g  as a 
Committee o f  t h e  whole .  We know t h a t  t h i s  is a n  a m b i t i o u s  s c h e d u l e .  Speaking 
on b e h a l f  of t h e  Pre-Convent ion Comn~i t t ee ,  l e t  u s  s e t  a s i d e  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s ,  l e t  u s  p u t  o u r  h e a d s  t o g e t h e r  and c o n c e n t r a t e  o u r  e f f o r t s  on t h e  
n e x t  49 d a y s  s o  t h a t  when December 6 t h  a r r i v e s ,  we c a n  b e  proud of o u r  accompl ish-  
ment.  Thank you.  

P r e s i d e n t ,  Lorenzo I. G u e r r e r o :  The c h a i r  r e c o g n i z e s  D e l e g a t e  Benjamin T. 
Manglona, Chairman o f  t h e  Rota  D e l e g a t i o n .  M r .  Manglona: 

D e l e g a t e ,  Benjamin T. Manglona: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  F e l l o w  D e l e g a t e s  and Honored G u e s t s :  

B e f o r e  we end t h i s  o p e n i n g  s e s s i o n  I would l i k e  t o  make a  few remarks  on 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Rota  D e l e g a t i o n .  

My f e l l o w  D e l e g a t e s  f rom Rota  and I w i s h  t o  e x t e n d  o u r  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  
t o  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  from T i n i a n  and S a i p a n  t o  t h i s  Conven t ion .  We b e l i e v e  i t  is  a  
g r e a t  honor  t o  b e  e l e c t e d  by  o u r  peop le  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  f i r s t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  
t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mariana  I s l a n d s .  We a r e  h e r e  t o  work.  We wish 
t o  a s s u r e  t l ~ e  D e l e g a t e s  f rom T i n i a n  and S a i p a n  of o u r  w h o l e h e a r t e d  s u p p o r t  i n  
t h e  i m p o r t a n t  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  t h i s  Convent ion.  

It is u z f n r t a n s t z  t k t  t h i s  Cor,vcntion E?eiis d u r i ~ g  a p o l i L i c a l  caiilpaigii 
s e a s o n .  Some o f  u s  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  P a r t y ;  o t h e r s  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  
P o p u l a r  P a r t y .  We must a v o i d  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  o f  u s i n g  t h i s  Convent ion t o  
advance o u r  own p o l i t i c a l  f o r t u n e s  o r  t h o s e  of  ally p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  We must 
u n i t e  -- r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  -- i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  w r i t e  a  
workab le  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a l l  t h e  peopleof  N o r t h e r n  Mariana  I s l a n d s .  

We from Rota  come t o  t h i s  Convent ion w i t h  a n  open mind - r e a d y  t o  
f o r g e t  t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  p a s t .  We do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u r  p e o p l e  were  
a lways  f a i r l y  t r e a t e d  by  t h e  l e a d e r s  from S a i p a n .  We a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  l o o k  t o  
t h e  f u t u r e  -- n o t  t h e  p a s t  -- and t o  assume t h a t  a l l  t h e  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  Marianas  
w i l l  s h a r e  e q u a l l y  i n  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  o u r  new Commonwealth. There  can  b e  no 
p r o g r e s s  w i t h o u t  j u s t i c e  -- and t h e r e  can  b e  no j u s t i c e  u n t i l  we r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas  a r e  one  p e o p l e .  Our C o n s t i t u t i o n  must  r e f l e c t  
t h i s  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e .  

We have much t o  do  i n  o n l y  50 d a y s .  We must t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of  e a c h  of  
t h e s e  d a y s ,  even  i f  i t  means h a r d  work and l o n g  h o u r s  t o  accompl i sh  t h e  j o b  
g i v e n  u s  by t h e  v o t e r s .  The s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  Convent ion l i e s  i n  o u r  hands .  L e t  
u s  begin .Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t ,  Lorenzo I .  G u e r r e r o :  The c h a i r  r e c o g n i z e s  D e l e g a t e  Olympio T. B o r j a  
a t  h i s  r e q u e s t  t o  make a few remarks .  Mr. B o r j a :  

D e l e g a t e ,  Olyrnpio T. B o r j a :  R e s i d e n t  Commissioner and  Mrs. Canham, Fir .  P r e s i d e n t ,  
D e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion of  t h e  N o r t h e r n  t i a r i a n a  I s l a n d s ,  
Honored G u e s t s ,  L a d i e s  and Gentlmen: 

Mr. P r e s i d e n t  and  Honorable  D e l e g a t e s ,  w i t h  you i n d u l g e n c e ,  I wish  t o  make a 
few b r i e f  remarks  a t  t h i s  o p e n i n g  s e s s i o n  o f  o u r  Convent ion.  
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A t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  I want t o  extend my deep and s i n c e r e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  and dan- 
gkulo  na s i  yuus maase t o  t h e  people  of t h e  ldorthern Marianas f o r  a l lowing  me -- 
and a l l  of us -- t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  r e p r e s e n t  them i n  t h i s  c r u c i a l  even t .  Second, 
I want t o  o f f e r  my h e a r t i e s t  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n  t o  you, llr. P r e s i d e n t ,  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  
t o  t h e  h igh  o f f i c e  of P r e s i d e n t  and t h i s  a s s u r e s  me t h a t  ou r  work h e r e  w i l l  be 
c a r r i e d  o u t  e f f e c i e n t l y  and e f f e c t i v e l y ,  i n  t h e  b e s t  s p i r i t  of harmony, coope ra t i on ,  
and mutual  i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  o u r  people ,  and I o f f e r  my s i n c e r e  coopera- 
t i o n  i n  t h i s  r ega rd .  

Pir. P r e s i d e n t ,  I am s u r e  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  importance and meaning of 
t h i s  Convention have escaped none of u s :  We have undertaken a  solemn and s e r i o u s  
d u t y  t o  w r i t e  t h e  b a s i c  l e g a l  founda t ion  f o r  our  f u t u r e  Government, one t h a t  
w i l l  a l l ow  f o r  l o c a l  autonomy, y e t  be r e spons ive  t o  a l l  ou r  c i t i z e n s .  I t  is an 
awesome t a s k ,  bu t  I am c e r t a i n  t h a t  we w i l l  a l l  r i s e  t o  meet t h e  cha l l enge  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of ou r  a b i l i t i e s ,  s o  we may s e e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of f u l l  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e l f -  
government e a r l y  i n  1978. A s  I mentioned,  t h i s  i s  an h i s t o r i c a l  convent ion  f o r  
i t  i s  y e t  ano the r  s t e p  i n  ach i ev ing  towards ou r  u l t i m a t e  p o l i t i c a l  goa l  -- i t  is 
a  s t e p  which perhaps was preorda ined  when American Armed Forces  l i b e r a t e d  t h e  
peop le  of t h e  Northern l i a r iana  I s l a n d s  amidst  t h e  smoke and a shes  of World War I1 
some 30 y e a r s  ago. P r i o r  t o  t h a t  day, ou r  people  and i s l a n d s  had been no more 
t han  c o l o n i a l  pos se s s ions  of t h r e e  f o r e i g n  powers over  a  pe r iod  of t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s .  
Now, a s  a  l o g i c a l  consequence of ou r  l i b e r a t i o n  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  by t h e  United 
S t a t e s  of America, and our  long  d e s i r e  t o  beconie a  p a r t  of t h e  American P o l i t i c a l  
Family,  we a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t o  w r i t e  ou r  own C o n s t i t u t i o n  and p repa re  f o r  t r u e  
self-government;  we a r e  p repa r ing  f o r  a  f i n a l  k t e p  i n  t h e  p roces s  whi.ch began 
w i t h  ou r  s t a t u s  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e ,  and t h e  s i g n i n g  of t h e  Covenant. 
I n  e f f e c t ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  what could no t  have been done i n  300 y e a r s  p rev ious ly ,  
we w i l l  accomplish i n  30 s h o r t  y e a r s .  

I n  t h e r e f o r e  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h i s  moment, and t h i s  
Convent ion,  i t  behooves a l l  of  u s  t o  a l s o  look  forward t o  t h e  nex t  300 y e a r s ,  
and t h e  nex t  gene ra t i ons  of ou r  people .  We must p r o t e c t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ,  and 
t h e  i n t e r e s t s ' o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h i s  one document, and consequent ly ,  I 
r e s p e c t f u l l y  s u g g e s t  t h a t  each one of  us was e l e c t e d  a  a  Delega te  t o  do a  job  
t o r  --- a i l  uL our  people .  As e i e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v c s  I urge  a l l  of us  Eo pu t  s s i d s  
any p o l i t i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l  o r  o t h e r  a f f i l i a t i o n s  we may have,  and t o  work t o g e t h e r  
i n  a  s p i r i t  of harmony f o r  a l l  our  people .  Of cou r se ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  
a r e  bound t o  b e  problems, and many pe rp l ex ing  q u e s t i o n s  t o  cons ide r  i n  our  
Convention. While t h e  concept of a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  a  s imp le  one, i t  i n v o l e s  
complex m a t t e r s ,  and d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s i o n s .  A C o n s t i t u t i o n  should  be b r i e f ,  b u t  

.. n o t  t oo  b r i e f ;  i t  should be f l e x i b l e , n o t  too vague; i t  should be a l l  encompassing, 
b u t  n o t  unduly r e s t r i c t i v e ;  i t  must f i t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r y ,  c i rcumstances  
and needs  of a  people ,  b u t  i t  must a l s o  a n t i c i p a t e  a  change i n  t hose  c i rcumstances  
and needs  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

For  t h i s  r ea son ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I want t o  s i n g l e  ou t  f o r  p r a i s e  ou r  
Consu l t i ng  Firm o r  Wilmer, C u t l e r  & P i c k e r i n g  f o r  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  and exhaus t ive  b r i e f -  
i n g  pape r s  which have been p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  prepared  f o r  ou r  review and c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
C e r t a i n l y  t h e  exce l l ence  of  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e i r  background papers  w i l l  be  of 
i n v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  our  cons idera t ions  and d e l i b e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  days for thcoming.  
The b e t t e r  prepared we a r e ,  t he  b e t t e r  chances a r e  f o r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  convent ion ,  
and a n  e x c e l l e n t  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

' I h e r e f o r e , I  have every hope and e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t ,  g iven  t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  
De lega t e s  and l e a d e r s h i p ,  and t h e  t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  provided ,  we w i l l  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
accomplish ou r  mission w i t h i n  t h e  50 days allowed by ou r  Law. 

I n  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  on our  t a s k ,  we must n o t e  t h a t  because of t he  unique 
requi rements  of  t he  T rus t ee sh ip  agreement,  our  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Government perhaps has  been delayed f a r  beyond what we wished, b u t  on t h e  o t h e r  
hand, we must a l s o  acknowledge t h a t  wi th  t h e  Covenant i n  hand, and t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
c l o s e  a t  hand, we w i l l  have t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  en joying  l o c a l  autonomy and s e l f -  
government t o  a degree  which remains beyond t h e  g ra sp  of o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  w i t h i n  
t h e  American P o l i t i c a l  Family. 
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I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t  and D e l e g a t e s ,  l e t  u s  a s k  t h e  Lord f o r  H i s  
B l e s s i n g  upon t h i s  Convent ion and upon us  s o  t h a t  we w i l l  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  work,  
w i t h  f o r e s i g h t  and wisdom, w i t h  e q u i t y  and w i t h  c o u r a g e ,  and a l s o  d i s c h a r g e  o u r  
d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  D e l e g a t e s  i n  t h i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  and h i s t o r i c a l  t a s k  
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  o u r  l s l a n d s  and o u r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  come. Thank you v e r y  much, 
Plr. P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t ,  Lorenzo I.  Guer re ro :  D e l e g a t e  F c l i p e  Q.  A t a l i g  is r e c o g n i z e d  by t h e  c h a i r .  

D e l e g a t e ,  F e l i p e  Q. A t a l i g :  I am n o t  going t o  g i v e  any s p e e c h e s  t o d a y ,  b u t  I would 
l i k e  t h e  house  t o  r e c o g n i z e ,  Pedro Naka t sukasa ,  J o s e  C .  T e n o r i o ,  Mayor F e l i p e  
Mendiola ,  Speaker  J o s e  R.  R i o s ,  Speaker  A l f r e d  Apatang,  Chief Exec.  F r a n c i s c o  C .  Ada, 
D r .  B e n i s t o  R. K a i p a t ,  and J o s e  R .  L e f o i f o i .  

P r e s i d e n t ,  Lorenzo I. G u e r r e r o :  The c h a i r  r e c o g n i z e s  Benigno R .  F i t i a l ,  D e l e g a t e  
from S a i p a n .  

D e l e g a t e ,  Benigno R.  F i t i a l :  I move we a d j o u r n  u n t i l  1 :30 p.m. 

The mot ion  was seconded .  

D e l e g a t e ,  J o s e  R. Cruz:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I j u s t  want t o  r e q u e s t  t h i s  Convention 
t o  r e c o g n i z e  everybody i n  t h e  g a l l e r y .  

P r e s i d e n t ,  Lorenzo I. G u e r r e r o :  The mot ion  h a s  been  made and seconded t h a t  we 
a d j o u r n  u n t i l  1 :30 p.m. today .  We w i l l  have a  v o i c e  v o t e .  

A v o t e  was t aken  and mot ion c a r r i e d .  

Tha t  w i l l  conc lude  o u r  program f o r  t h i s  morning l a d i e s  and gent lemen.  We 
t h a n k  you f o r  your  p r e s e n c e  a t  t h e  Convent ion t h i s  morning.  

The Convent ion r e c e s s e d  a t  10:lO a.m. 

RECESS 

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro  c a l l e d  t h e  Convent ion t o  o r d e r  a t  2:10 p.m. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro :  A s  p e r  t h e  motion made t h i s  morning,  o u r  f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  
b u s i n e s s  s h o u l d  b e  t o  a d o p t  t h e  Rules  o f  P r o c e d u r e  f o r  t h i s  Convent ion.  Do I 
h e a r  a mot ion? 

D e l e g a t e  F r a n c i s c o  T.  P a l a c i o s :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t h a t  t h e  Rules  of 
P r o c e d u r e  as proposed f o r  t h e  Convent ion,  i n c l u s i v e  o f  t h e  e l e v e n  proposed 
amendments as j u s t  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  b e  adop ted  as t h e  o f f i c i a l  Rules  o f  Procedure  
o f  t h i s  Convent ion.  

The mot ion was seconded .  

D e l e g a t e  Olympio T. B o r j a :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  
e x p r e s s i n g  my views on  t h e  mot ion,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  proposed amendments t o  
t h e  Rules  o f  Procedure .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Rules  of Procedure  t o . b e  adop ted  
s h o u l d  b e  t h e  ones  p r e p a r e d  by t h e  Pre-Convention Committee s i n c e  P u b l i c  Law 
No. 4-205 gave them t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and  mandate  t o  p r e p a r e  s u c h  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
A f t e r  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  e l e v e n  proposed amendments i t  a p p e a r s  t o  me t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
i n  c o n f l i c t  when we d o n ' t  have t h e  o f f i c i a l  Rules  o f  Procedure  adop ted .  I can 
see t h a t  t h e s e  proposed amendments c o u l d  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  i f  t h e y  were  t a k e n  up 
l a t e r  on  as prov ided  f o r  i n  t h e  Rules .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  o n l y  c o r r e c t ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  
i f  we a d o p t  o u r  own Rules  o f  P r o c e d u r e ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  o n e s  p r e p a r e d  by mandate 
and  a u t h o r i t y .  They s h o u l d  b e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  Rules  o f  Procedure .  These were  
p r e p a r e d  i n  advance and we had t ime t o  s t u d y  them; t h e  proposed amendments have 
been  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o o  r e c e n t l y  f o r  us  t o  have t i m e  t o  s t u d y  them. I f  I l o o k  up 
t h e  c h a p t e r  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  f u t u r e  changes ,  we c a n  e a s i l y  adop t  any amendments a t  
a  f u t u r e  d a t e .  It a p p e a r s  t o  m e ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  e v e r y  D e l e g a t e  h e r e  i s  
e n t i t l e d  t o  advance n o t i c e  and t ime f o r  them t o  rev iew and d e l i b e r a t e .  It would 
b e  good t o  have n o t i c e  o f  o n e  day ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  f i v e  days ,  a s  p rov ided  f o r  h e r e .  
The o n l y  o p p o s i t i o n  I have f o r  t h e  mot ion i s  t h a t  I do n o t  l i k e  t o  s e e  u s ,  t h e  
D e l e g a t e s ,  a c t  on t h e  proposed amendments when we do n o t  a l r e a d y  have t h e  * 

o f f i c i a l  Kules  of Procedure  f o r  t h i s  Convent ion.  T h e r e f o r e ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I 
would l i k e  t o  make a n  amendment a s  a  p r i v i l e g e d  mot ion t o  a d o p t  t h e  Rules  of 
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Procedure t h a t  have  been p r e p a r e d  by t h e  Pre-Convent ion Con~mit tce .  

The niotion was seconded.  

P r e s i d e n t  G u e r r e r o :  There  i s  now an  amendment t o  t h e  main mot ion ,  is t h a t  
c l e a r ?  D e l e g a t e  B o r j a  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  Rules  of P r o c e d u r e  p r e p a r e d  by t h e  
Pre-Convent ion Conunittee b e  adop ted  b e f o r e  any amendments be adop ted  by t h i s  
Convent ion.  

D e l e g a t e  Olympio T. R o r j a :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  my p o i n t  a  
l i t t l e  b i t .  The proposed amendments numbers o n e  th rough  e l e v e n  p r o v i d e  w i t h i n  
t h e m s e l v e s  t h a t  they  a r e  amendments. My o b j e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  we s h o u l d  a d o p t  t h e  
o f f i c i a l  r u l e s  f i r s t  and t h e n  d i s c u s s  and perhaps  a d o p t  t h e  amendments. 

D e l e g a t e  Ramon G.  Vi l lagomez:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I a g r e e  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  w i t h  
D e l e g a t e  B o r j c  and  I would l i k e  t o  add  t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  The e l e v e n  amendments 
t h a t  a r e  b e f o r e  u s  a r e  proposed changes  i n  t h e  R u l e s  of Procedure .  They have 
been  g i v e n  t o  us  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  few nlolllents and we have  had no o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
l o o k  a t  a n d  t a k e  them i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  main,  o r  p r i m a r y ,  
Rules  o f  P r o c e d u r e  were i s s u e d  by t h e  Pre-Convention Committee and t h e  members 
of t h i s  Conven t ion  have had t ime  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  p r o p e r  o r  improper .  
We have  n o t  had t ime  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  proposed changes  t o  t h e  Rules  of Procedure .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  i s  i t  more p r o p e r  a t  t h i s  t ime  t o  adop t  t h e  
Rules  g i v e n  t o  us  by t h e  Pre-Convent ion Committee, b u t  we s h o u l d  w a i t  u n t i l  a f t e r  
t h e n  t o  make any  amendments a s  p e r m i t t e d .  I f  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  a d o p t  t h e  proposed 
amendments now, we a r e  jumping ahead o f  o u r s e l v e s .  We have n o t  had t i m e  t o  l o o k  
o v e r  t h o s e  p roposed  amendments. I t h i n k  i t  is p r o p e r  a t  t h i s  t ime  t o  open 
d i s c u s s i o n  and d i s c u s s  each  one of t h o s e  proposed amendments. 

D e l e g a t e  J o a q u i n  S .  T o r r e s :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I vehement ly  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  D e l e g a t e  
B o r j a .  I f  a l a c k  of t ime  i s  t h e  c o n c e r n ,  may I s u g g e s t  t h a t  we have a  f i f t e e n  
minu te  r e c e s s .  The proposed amendments a r e  v e r y  s i m p l e  and I t h i n k  we shou ld  go 
ahead  w i t h  t h e  work of t h i s  Convent ion i n  a d o p t i n g  t h e  Rules  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

D c l s g a t e  J o s e  B. Cruz: ?-l+. P r e s i d e u t ,  11uw can  we p r o p o s e  amendments t o  tne H u i e s  - -- 
of P r o c e d u r e  when we have no R u l e s ?  May I remind a l l  o f  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  
morning I posed t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  I s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  body i s  d u l y  c o n s t i t u t e d ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  we must have  t h e  Rules  a s  soon  a s  p o s s i b l e .  These e l e v e n  s h e e t s  of 
p a p e r  handed t o  me j u s t  minutes  ago  a r e  s imply proposed amendments. The q u e s t i o n  
r i s e s  now: "How c a n  you amend a  Rule  when you d o n ' t  have  a  Rule?" C e r t a i n l y  I 
a g r e e  w i t h  D e l e g a t e  B o r j a ' s  remarks .  

D e l e g a t e  Oscar  C .  Rasa:  P o i n t  o f  o r d e r ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  D e l e g a t e  B o r j a ' s  mot ion 
i s  o u t  o f  o r d e r  s imply  because  D e l e g a t e  P a l a c i o s '  mot ion  is n o t  t o  amend t h e  R u l e s  
o f  P r o c e d u r e ,  b u t  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  proposed changes .  We have t o  make a  p o i n t  of 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  i n  h e r e .  We cannot  amend a  Rule  t h a t  i s  n o t  i n  e x i s t e n c e .  I n  o r d e r  
f o r  t h e s e  R u l e s  o f  Procedure  t o  b e  a d o p t e d ,  t h i s  Convent ion a s  a  whole w i l l  have  
t o  v o t e  on them. We have  n o t  y e t  v o t e d  on t h e s e  R u l e s .  The mot ion made by 
D e l e g a t e  P a l a c i o s  is t h a t  we must i n c o r p o r a t e  n o t  t h e  amendments, b u t  t h e  proposed 
changes .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  amendment t o  t h e  mot ion i s  o u t  o f  o r d e r .  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  
I move f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

The mot ion  was seconded.  

D e l e g a t e  Herman Q .  Guer re ro :  P o i n t  of p r i v i l e g e ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  Could we have  
t ime t o  r e v i e w  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ?  

D e l e g a t e  Oscar  C. Rasa:  May I a s k  t h e  D e l e g a t e  t o  i d e n t i f y  what p o i n t  o f  p r i v i -  
l e g e .  T h e r e  i s  a mot ion f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  He i s  o u t  of o r d e r ,  Mr. 
P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro :  The C h a i r  r e c o g n i z e s  D e l e g a t e  G u e r r e r o .  D e l e g a t e  G u e r r e r o ,  
p l e a s e  s t a t e  y o u r  p r i v i l e g e .  P l e a s e  make s u r e  i t ' s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Herman Q .  Guer re ro :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  we s h o u l d  a l l  b e  a b l e  t o  work 
harmonious ly  i n  t h i s  Convent ion. '  I a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y .  The i n c o r p o r a t i o n  
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of t h e  proposed changes  t o  t h e  Kulcs  o f  Procedure  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  a s  t h e  p a p e r s  havc 
been handed t o  u s  o n l y  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  m i ~ l u t e s ,  have , n o t  l e f t  t i m e  t o  d i g e s t  what 
is proposed .  We do n o t  knot.: what e f f e c t  t h c s e  proposed changes  w i l l  mahe. A l l  I 
am a s k i n g  is  s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  t o  rev iew t h e s e  proposed changes .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guer rc ro :  There  i s  a q u e s t i o n  on t h e  f l o o r .  A t  t h i s  t ime  t h e  C h a i r  ---. 
r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  we s h o u l d  d i s p o s e  of t h e  main motion as made by D e l e g a t e  P a l a c i o s .  

D e l e g a t e  J o s e  R .  Cruz:  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  h a v i n g  h e a r d  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D e l e g a t e  
Kasa,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we h a v e ,  i n  e s s e n c e ,  t h e  same p o s i t i o n .  The e l e v e n  s h e e t s  
o f  p a p e r  j u s t  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  as I was s a y i n g  b e f o r e ,  p r o p o s e  Rule amendments. You 
can  l o o k  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  e l e v e n  s h e e t s  and they  s a y  "Proposed Rule  
Amendment". My q u e s t i o n  i s :  How can  we have  a  proposed amendment t o  a Rule  when 
t h i s  body d o e s n ' t  have any R u l e s ?  I am s a y i n g  t h a t  I a g r e e  w i t h  S e n a t o r  B o r j a .  

D e l e g a t e  Oscar  C.  Rasa:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I made a  mot ion f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro :  We w i l l  now v o t e  on D e l e g a t e  R a s a ' s  mot ion f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
q u e s t  i o n .  

Voice v o t e  was t a k e n  on t h e  motion f o r  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  A d i v i s i o n  o f  
t h e  house  was c a l l e d .  On v o t e  by show of  hands ,  mot ion c a r r i e d  f o r  p r e v i o u s  
q u e s t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro :  A t  t h i s  t i m e  I would l i k e  t o  a s k  D e l e g a t e  P a l a c i o s  t o  p l e a s e  
r e s t a t e  h i s  mot ion.  

D e l e g a t e  F r a n c i s c o  T.  P a l a c i o s :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  my mot ion was t o  a d o p t  t h e  proposed 
amendments t o  t h e  proposed Rules  o f  Procedure  f o r  t h e  Convent ion,  i n c l u s i v e  of t h e  
proposed e l e v e n  amendments. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro :  Is t h e r e  a  second?  

The mot ion was seconded .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro :  The f l o o r  i s  open f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h a t  mot ion .  

De lega te  J o s e  R .  Cruz:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t ,  p e r h a p s  from t h e  
L e g a l  Department,  some c l a r i f i c a t i o n  under  P u b l i c  Act No. 347.. ..... 
D e l e g a t e  Olympio T. B o r j a :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  is a l r e a d y  a  mot ion f o r  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  P o i n t  o f  o r d e r .  

D e l e g a t e  J o s e  R. Cruz: P o i n t  o f  o r d e r ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  h e  h a s  n o t  been r e c o g n i z e d  
by t h e  C h a i r  and is  s p e a k i n g .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  P l e a s e ,  I a s k  your  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s .  May I c a l l  upon our  
l e g a l  c o u n s e l  t o  c l a r i f y  t h i s  m a t t e r .  D e l e g a t e  Cruz,  p l e a s e  c o n t i n u e .  

D e l e g a t e  J o s e  R .  Cruz:  The q u e s t i o n  I am pos ing ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  i s  t h a t  under  
. Act No. 347, S e c t i o n  6 ( b ) ,  t h e r e  i s  language  t h a t  s t i p u l a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  Convent ion 

h a s  t h e  l e g a l  and f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  of t h e  d e l e g a t e -  
e l e c t .  Now, under t h e  s o - c a l l e d  Proposed Amendment .No. 4  i t  s a y s ,  "No p r o t e s t  
o r  p e t i t i o n  c o n t e s t i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o r  appointment  o f  any d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be  
r e c e i v e d  o r  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  Convention." I j u s t  want a  s i m p l e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  
t h a t .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  May I have  a n  o p i n i o n  from o u r  L e g a l  C o n s u l t a n t ,  p l e a s e .  

Mr. W i l l e n s :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  i t  is  o u r  view t h a t  t h e  Proposed Rule  Amendment 
No. 4 i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  e n a b l i n g  Act .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  We w i l l  now v o t e  on t h e  main mot ion a s  made by D e l e g a t e  
Palacios. 

Voice v o t e  was t a k e n  and a  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  house c a l l e d .  Upon v o t e  by 
show of hands ,  motion c a r r i e d  t o  adop t  t h e  proposed Rulcs  o f  Procedure  f o r  t h e  
Convent ion,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e l e v e n  proposed amcnclmcnts a s  p r e s e n t e d .  
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P re s iden t  Guerrero:  I j u s t  want t o  make a c l . a r i f i c a t i o n  Irere. I hope i t  i s  t h e  
understanding and m a j o r i t y  of consensus  t h a t  we adopted the  Rules of Procedure 
a s  amended by t h e  proposed amendncnts. Our n e x t  o r d e r  of bus ines s  is the  e l e c t i o n  
of our o f f i c e r s .  We w i l l  e l e c t  t h r e e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t s  and accord ing  t o  the Rule 
j u s t  adopted,  w e  w i l l  have a f l o o r  l e a d e r .  

Delegate  Benigno R. F i t i a l :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I n o m h a t e  Delegate  Benjamin T. 
Manglona, Delega te  from Rota, f o r  o u r  F i r s t  Vice P r e s i d e n t .  

The nominat ion was seconded. 

Delega te  J o s e  R. Cruz: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t h a t  nominations a r e  c lo sed .  

Motion was seconded t o  c l o s e  nominat ions.  

Delegate  Oscar C.  Rasa: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  be ing  no f u r t h e r  nominat ions,  I 
move t h a t  w e  e l e c t  Delegate  Manglona by acc lamat ion  t o  F i r s t  Vice P r e s i d e n t  of  
ou r  Convention. 

The motion was seconded. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  Motion be ing  made and seconded t h a t  Delegate  Benjamin T. 
Manglona b e  e l e c t e d  t o  o u r  F i r s t  Vice P r e s i d e n t ,  may w e  have a round of applause .  

F i r s t  Vice P r e s i d e n t  Benjamin T. Nanglona: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  
my deepes t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  each and  eve ry  one of t he  Delega tes  f o r  t h e i r  v o t e  o f  
suppor t  i n  making me F i r s t  Vice P r e s i d e n t  of  t h i s  Convention. 

Delegate Manuel A.  Tenorio:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  nominate f o r  Second - 
Vice P r e s i d e n t  Delega te  Vicente  M .  Manglona from T in i an .  

The nominat ion was seconded. 

k l e g a t e  Jose R. Crvz: I ziove t h a t  n ~ r n ~ e t i o n s  c l o s e .  

Motion was seconded t o  c l o s e  nominat ions.  

Delegate  Oscar C. Fdsa: Fir. P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t h a t  Delegate  Vicente  Pianglona be  
e l e c t e d  Second Vice P r e s i d e n t  by acc l ama t ion .  

The motion was seconded. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  Delega te  Vicente  M. Manglona i s  e l e c t e d  Second Vice P r e s i d e n t  
by  acc lamat ion .  

Second Vice P r e s i d e n t  Vinccnte Manzlona: On beha l f  of  my fami ly  and myse l f ,  I 
would l i k e  t o  ex tend  my s i n c e r e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  a l l  those who have de l ega t ed  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of Vice P r e s i d e n t  t o  me .  

Delegate  Leon I. Taisacan:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I nominate Delegate Franc isco  T. P a l a c i o s  
as our Th i rd  Vice P r e s i d e n t .  

The nominat ion was seconded. 

Delegate  J o s e  R. Cruz: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I nominate Delegate  Olympio T. Bor ja  a s  
Thi rd  Vice P r e s i d e n t .  

The motion was seconded. 

Delegate  Olympio T. Borja:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  a s  much a s  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  nominat ion,  
I must d e c l i n e .  I move t h a t  w e  e l e c t  F ranc i sco  T. P a l a c i o s  by acc lamat ion .  

The motion was seconded. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  Delega te  P a l a c i o s  is e l e c t e d  by acc lamat ion  t o  t he  p o s i t i o n  
of  Third Vice P r e s i d e n t .  
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D e l e g a t e  Benigno K. F i t i a l :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I nominate  D e l e g a t e  Oscar  C .  Knsa 
f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  F l o o r  Leader .  

The nominat ion was seconded.  

D e l e g a t e  Olympio T. B o r j a :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t h a t  we e l e c t  D e l e g a t e  Rasa by 
a c c l a m a t i o n .  

The motion was seconded.  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  Gentlemen, Ilr. Rasa b e i n g  o u r  new F l o o r  Leader ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n  
o f  o u r  o f f i c e r s  is now conc luded .  

D e l e g a t e  Renigno R .  F i t i a l :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  i t  i s  r e q u i r e d ,  b u t  
I nomina te  D e l e g a t e  Pedro M. A t a l i g  as o u r  S e c r e t a r y .  

D e l e g a t e  Herman Q .  Guer re ro :  P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
t h e  Convent ion S e c r e t a r y  i s  t o  b e  e l e c t e d  by t h e  D e l e g a t e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  For your  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  I checked b e f o r e  t h e  mee t ing  today and 
t h a t  p o s i t i o n  o f  Convent ion S e c r e t a r y  d o e s  n o t  have t o  be  e l e c t e d .  I am s u r e  t h a t  
D e l e g a t e  P e t e  A t a l i g  i s  b e i n g  a p p o i n t e d  a s  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  o u r  Convention and i s  t o  
b e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d .  

De legace  Benjamin T. Manglona: I lr .  P r e s i d e n t ,  may I r e q u e s t  a b r i e f  r e c e s s ,  s u b j e c t  
t o  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  C h a i r .  I s o  move. 

Motion was seconded.  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  There  w i l l  be  a s h o r t  r e c e s s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  C h a i r .  

The Convention r e c e s s e d  a t  2 : 4 0  p.m. 

RECESS 

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro  c a l l e d  t h e  Convent ion t o  o r d e r  a t  t h r e e  o ' c l o c k ,  p.m. 

D e l e g a t e  Benjamin T. Manglona: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I wonder i f  I am i n  o r d e r  t o  
make a motion t o  amend Chapte r  V I I ,  S e c t i o n  l ( b ) ,  and Chap te r  V I I ,  S e c t i o n  3 ( b ) ,  
of  o u r  newly adopted Convent ion Rules  o f  P r o c e d u r e .  I want t o  change t h e  wording 
o f  t h e  adop ted  Rule t o  t h e  o l d  proposed wording as prov ided  i n  t h e  Rules  o f  
P r o c e d u r e .  I want i t  p l a c e d  on tomorrow's c a l e n d a r  i n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  
C h a p t e r  t h a t  c a l l s  f o r  one d a y ' s  n o t i c e .  I move t h a t  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  a r e  p l a c e d  
on t h e  c a l e n d a r  f o r  tomorrow. 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d  f o r  Chap te r  V I I ,  S e c t i o n s  l ( b )  and 
3 ( b ) ,  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  on t h e  Order  o f  B u s i n e s s  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day.  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  There  h a s  been a s h e e t  of paper  r e c e n t l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  
t h i s  Convention H a l l .  The C h a i r  would l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a s s i g n  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  D e l e g a t e s  t o  e a c h  r e s p e c t i v e  Committee: 

Chairman of  t h e  Committee on "Governmental  I n s t i t u t i o n s "  w i l l  b e  D e l e g a t e  
J o s e  P. Mafnas. The Vice  Chairman w i l l  b e  D e l e g a t e  Prudenc io  Flanglona. Members 
w i l l  b e  Gregor io  Calvo,  David A t a l i g ,  Benjamin Manglona, Pedro I g i t o l ,  V i c e n t e  
A t t a o ,  J o a q u i n  T o r r e s ,  J o s e  R.  Cruz,  Olympio T. B o r j a ,  Herman Q. Guer re ro ,  David 
Q. Maratita and Antonio  M. Camacho. 

Chairman of  t h e  Committee on " P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources" w i l l  
b e  D e l e g a t e  F e l i p e  A t a l i g .  The Vice Chairman f o r  t h a t  Committee w i l l  b e  D e l e g a t e  
Ramon G. Vil lagomez. Members w i l l  b e  D e l e g a t e s  Henry H o f s c h n e i d e r ,  Leon T a i s a t a a ,  
P e t e  A t a l i g ,  L u i s  Limes, F r a n c i s c o  P a l a c i o s ,  Juan  S. Demapan,.Planuel A.  T e n o r i o ,  
F e l i x  A. Ayuyu, J o s e  S. B o r j a ,  D a n i e l  P. C a s t r o  and H i l a r i o  F. Diaz .  

The Chairman of  t h e  Committee on "F inance ,  L o c a l  Government and Other  
Matters'' w i l l  be  D e l e g a t e  Benigno F i t i a l .  Vice  Chairman w i l l  b e  D e l e g a t e  Pedro  
Dela Cruz.  Members w i l l  b e  D e l e g a t e s  P e t e  Ogo, S teven  King, L u i s  Benavente ,  
Juan Tenor io ,  Oscar C .  Kasa, V i c e n t e  Manglona, J e s u s  G. Vi l lagomez,  Magdalena C .  
Camacho, J u a n  DLG. Uemapan and C a r l o s  S. Camacho. 
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I f  t h e r e  a r e  no o b j e c t i o n s  froin the  f l o o r ,  t h o s e  w i l l  b e  t h e  a s s i g n ~ n e n t s  
o f  each  Committee.  

D e l e g a t e  Ramon G .  Vi l lagomez:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  my appre-  
c i a t i o n  f o r  my appointnlent  a s  Vice Chairman of t h e  Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  
and N a t u r a l  Resources .  However, I would l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  I am more i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  work o f  t h i s  Committee a s  a  member. For  t h a t  r e a s o n  I 
would l i k e  t o  i n f o r m  you t h a t  I would p r e f e r  t o  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  appo in tment ,  Mr. 
P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  G u e r r e r o :  Thank you,  D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagomez.  The C h a i r  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  
i n t e r e s t  you have e x p r e s s e d .  A t  a  l a t e r  t ime  today  1 w i l l  make a n o t h e r  a p p o i n t -  
ment f o r  t h e  Vice  Chairman of  t h a t  Committee. 

I would l i k e  t o  announce b e f o r e  w e  a d j o u r n  today  t h a t  t h e  Committee on 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  and  P r o c e d u r e  t h a t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a l l  o f f i c e r s  j u s t  e l e c t e d  w i l l  have  
a m e e t i n g  j u s t  a s  soon a s  t h e  Convent ion a d j o u r n s  t o d a y .  We need t o  proceed 
w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a c t i o n s  t o  b e  f o l l o w e d  i n  t h i s  Convent ion and we a l s o  need t o  
p u t  i n  t h e  c a l e n d a r  f o r  tomorrow's mee t ing .  

The C h a i r  h a s  n o t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a p p o i n t e d  any sub-committees.  
Appointment i s  pend ing  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  t h e s e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s .  I f  we s e e  t h a t  i t  is 
r e q u i r e d ,  w e  w i l l  a s s i g n  some of  t h e  members t o  t h o s e  sub-committees.  

D e l e g a t e  J o s e  R. Cruz:  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t h a t  we r e c e s s  u n t i l  tomorrow 
morning a t  n i n e  o ' c l o c k .  

Motion was seconded.  

. Delega te  Olympio T. B o r j a :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  d i d  you have  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ?  

P r e s i d e n t  G u e r r e r o :  Yes, I would l i k e  t o  make a  reminder  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a  
r e c e p t i o n  t h i s  even ing  t o  be  h o s t e d  by t h e  R e s i d e n t  Comniss ioner ,  t h e  o f f i c e  
of t h e  N o r t h e r n  P ~ r i a n s  I s l a n d s  T r a n s i t f o n  C ~ m i s s i o n  aiid t h t  O f f i c e  cjf Tr.iirL- 
s i t i o n  S t u d i e s  and P l a n n i n g  o f  t h e  Nor thern  Mariana I s l a n d s .  I t  w i l l  b e  from 
s i x  t o  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  p.m. a t  t h i s  h o t e l  and  a l l  D e l e g a t e s  a r e  urged t o  a t t e n d .  

D c l c g a t e  David Q .  M a r a t i t a :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  i n q u i r e  what t i t l e  
w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  u s e .  Are we go ing  t o  u s e  "Delegate"  o r  "Senator?"  I would 
hope t h a t  e a c h  o f  u s  would be  "Delega te . "  

P r e s i d e n t  G u e r r e r o :  Thank you,  Dave, f o r  y o u r  concern .  The most p r o p e r  
l anguage  f o r  a l l  o f  us  t o  u s e  i s  "Delegate"  s i n c e  we a r e  a l l  D e l e g a t e s  t o  t h i s  
Convent ion.  

D e l e g a t e  David Q .  M a r a t i t a :  Thank you,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  b e  
a s s u r e d  t h a t  no more f a v o r a b l e  t r e a t m e n t  would b e  g i v e n  a S e n a t o r  t h a n  t o  any 
Delega te .  

D e l e g a t e  J o s e  R .  Cruz: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  may I s u g g e s t  t h a t  i f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
wishes  t o  i n s i s t  on t i t l e s ,  when h e  r e c o g n i z e s  someone l i k e  D e l e g a t e  Bor-ja, h e  

11 s a y s ,  Mr. B o r j a ,  S e n a t o r  B o r j a ,  D e l e g a t e  B o r j a . "  (Laughte r )  

De lega te  H i l a r i o  F. Diaz:  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  p o i n t  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  p l e a s e .  A s  I 
u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  a l l  t h e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s  have  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  i n  
t h i s  Chamber t o d a y .  I w a s  j u s t  c u r i o u s  abou t  o u r  F l o o r  L e a d e r ,  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
Oscar  Rasa .  I would l i k e  a t  t h i s  t ime  t o  make a b r i e f  s p e e c h  on h i s  b e h a l f .  
(Laughte r )  

F l o o r  L e a d e r  Rasa:  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  i t  would b e  most a p p r o p r i a t e  i f  I d i d  t h i s  
i n  w r i t i n g .  T h a t  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  I have  n o t  a l r e a d y  e x p r e s s e d  my a p p r e c i a t i o n .  
I w i l l  d o  t h i s  i n  w r i t i n g .  

P r e s i d e n t  Gucr re ro :  Thank you. There  i s  one o t h e r  s h e e t  t h a t  was d i s t r i b u t e d  
today l i s t i n g  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  ~ s s i s t a n c e / ~ u b l i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  f o r  - 
each D e l e g a t i o n .  For t h e  S a i p a n  M u n i c i p a l i t y  i t  is M r .  Nick S a n t o s .  For t h e  
Rota M u n i c i p a l i t y  i t  is  Mr. Mateo riasga. For  t h e  T i n i a n  Piunicipnl j t y  i t  i s  N r .  
Mar t in  San N i c h o l a s .  Sa ipan ,  by t h e  way, i n c l u d e s  t h e  Nor thern  I s l a n d s .  
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Dclep,ate Oscar C .  Rasa: Fir. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  being no f u r r h e r  bus iness ,  I move 
t h i s  Convention r e c e s s  u n t i l  n ine  o ' c lock  tomorrow morning. 

The motion was seconded t o  r e c e s s .  

Delegate J o s e  R. Cruz: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I b e l i e v e  our  F loor  Leader i s  out  of 
o rde r  as t he  motion was a l r eady  on the  f l o o r .  (Laughter) 

President Guerrero: The Convention i s  hereby recessed  u n t i l  tomorrow morning 
a t  n ine  o ' c lock .  

The Convention was r ecessed  a t  3:15 p.m. 

Respect fu l ly  submit ted ,  
,-- 7 
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Pedro M. A t a l i g  / 
Convent ion  Sec re t a ry  


