
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
of t h e  

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

VERBATIM JOURNAL (TRANSCRIPT) 

THIRD DAY 
Wednesday, October 20, 1976 

(1) The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  a t  9:15 a.m. 

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s ided .  

(2) A moment of s i l e n t  p raye r  was observed. 

(3) The Convention S e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  There were 39 Delega tes  p r e s e n t .  
No Delega tes  w e r e  absen t  o r  excused. 

(4) CONMUNICATIONS - None. 

(5) COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Chairman J o s e  P. Mafnas: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  make an o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  Convention. Your Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  m e t  ye s t e rday  and 
made s u b s t a n t i a l  p rog res s  on t h e  i s s u e  of a  Washington Representa t ive .  A r e p o r t  
w i l l  b e  prepared  and submit ted t o  t h e  C o m i t t e e  of t h e  Whole. Thank you. 

Chairman Benigno F i t i a l :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  your  Committee on Finance, Local  
Government and Other Matters a l s o  m e t  ye s t e rday  and adopted a  schedule  of 
meet ings and agenda. 'We a r e  ve ry  conf iden t  w e  w i l l  accomplish ou r  assignment 
i n  t h r e e  weeks a s  provided by t h e  schedule  from t h e  Pre-Convention Committee. 
Today we w i l l  d i s c u s s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendment and w e  a r e  a l s o  conf iden t  t h a t  
we w i l l  accomplish t h i s  today.  

Chairman F e l i p e  A t a l i g :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  a t  t h i s  t ime I would l i k e  t o  make an 
o r a l  r e p o r t .  Your Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  & Natu ra l  Resources began i t s  
d e l i b e r a t i o n  yes t e rday  morning. The Committee decided t o  cons ider  t h e  m a t t e r s  
a s s igned  t o  i t  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  o r d e r :  E l i g i b i l i t y  t o  Vote and E l e c t i o n  
Procedures  scheduled f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  on October 19 and 20; fol lowed by B i l l  of 
Rights  on October 20 and 21; t hen  Na tu ra l  Resources on October 26 t o  28; and 
Land A l i e n a t i o n  from October 29 t o  November 4. Your Committee des igna ted  
November 5  f o r  t h e i r  review and adopt ion  of a l l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  be  
proposed by t h e  Cormnittee t o  t h e  Convention. A t  i t s  a f t e rnoon  meet ing t h e  
Committee d i scussed  E l i g i b i l i t y  t o  Vote. The Committee t e n t a t i v e l y  made 
d e c i s i o n s  concerning c i t i z e n s h i p ,  age  and r e s idency  requirements .  Today's agenda 
f o r  t h e  Committee i nc ludes  l i t e r a c y  requi rements ,  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  from v o t i n g  
due t o  conv ic t ion  of a  cr ime,  e l e c t i o n  procedures ,  i n i t i a t i v e ,  referendum 
and r e c a l l .  I wish t o  f u r t h e r  r e p o r t ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
and o u t p u t  of work by your Committee members is  e x c e l l e n t  and h i g h l y  commend- 
a b l e  by your Committee Chairman. Thank you. 

( 6 )  INTRODUCTION OF PROPOSALS 

Delega te  J o s e  R. Cruz in t roduced  Delega te  P roposa l  No. 01, e n t i t l e d  
"Proposal Regarding t h e  Execut ive  Branch of Government.'' 

At t he ' r eques t  of F loor  Leader  Rasa, P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero d ispensed  w i t h  
i t e m s  (7)  and (8)  of t h e  Order of Bus iness ,  t h e r e  be ing  no o b j e c t i o n  from t h e  
f l o o r .  

(9) MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Floor  Leader Rasa: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  I would l i k e  t o  move t h a t  
Convention Rule 68(a)  b e  t empora r i l y  suspended. 
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The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d  t o  te.mporarily suspend Rule 68(a) .  

Floor Leader Rasa: M r .  P res iden t ,  a t  t h i s  point  I would l i k e  t o  in t roduce 
Proposed Rule Amendment Iio. 13. s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e a l s  wi th  t h e  Journal  and 
t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  I move t h a t  Proposed Rule Amendment No.13 be adopted. 

The motion was seconded and ca r r i ed .  The adopted Rule Amendment i s  a s  
fo l lows : 

RULE AMENDMENT NO. 13 

Resolved, That t h e  fol lowing be added t o  t h e  Rules of Procedure: 

77. Journal .  The journa l  t o  be prepared by the  sec re ta ry  
pursuant t o  Rule 14(b) s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of a  sumnary of the  pro- 
ceedings of t h e  Convention. The journa l  s h a l l  be produced d a i l y  
f o r  t h e  delegates  and s h a l l  be submitted f o r  t h e i r  approval each 
day during the  Convention's considera t ion of prel iminary mat te r s  
under Rule 38. 

78. Transc r ip t .  A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  proceedings 
of the  Convention s h a l l  be produced and d i s t r i b u t e d  by the  
sec re ta ry  under Rule 14(g) t o  t h e  de lega tes  a s  i s  p rac t i cab le .  
Delegates s h a l l  have f o u r  (4) days, excluding days on which t h e  
Convention does not  meet, i n  whichto c o r r e c t  inaccuracies  i n  
t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  by f i l i n g  an appropr ia te  n o t i c e  with t h e  secre-  
t a r y  of t h e  Convention o r  by o f f e r i n g  an amendment o r  add i t ion  
during i ts  considera t ion by t h e  Convention. Following t h i s  
four  (4) day per iod,  t h e  p res iden t  s h a l l  submit t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  
t o  the  Convention f o r  i t s  approval.  

F loor  Leader Rasa: M r .  P res iden t ,  t h e r e  being no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  under Motions 
and Resolutions, I reques t  t h a t  we move on t o  i tem (10) of our Order of Business. 

P res iden t  Giierrero: There being no o5 jec t ion  from t h e  f l o o r ,  i t  i s  s o  ordsrsd .  

(10) UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Delegate Olympio T. Borja: M r .  P res iden t ,  i n  l i n e  wi th  t h e  Rule Amendment 
No. 13 j u s t  adopted by the  Convention, I would l i k e  t o  move f o r  t h e  adoption 
of t h e  summary journa l s  of the  f i r s t  and second days. 

The motion was seconded. 
/ 

Delegate Jose  P. Mafnas: M r .  P res iden t ,  on page 3 of our Summary Journal  of 
t h e  F i r s t  Day. Am I c o r r e c t  t h a t  t h e  Vice-Chairman of t h e  Committee on 
Personal  Rights & Natural  Resources i s  s t i l l  Ramon Villagomez? 

Pres iden t  Guerrero: For t h e  information of t h e  Delegates, yesterday I 
o f f i c i a l l y  appointed Delegate F e l i x  A. Ayuyu t o  be Vice-Chairman of t h a t  
Committee. This morning I received a communication from Delegate Ayuyu 
saying t h a t  he r e l u c t a n t l y  declined t o  be Vice-Chairman of t h a t  Committee. 
A t  t h i s  time I would l i k e  t o  inform the  Delegates t h a t  I w i l l  de legate  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  t h e  Chairman of t h a t  Committee f o r  them t o  e l e c t  t h e i r  Vice- 
Chairman. 

Motion t o  adopt the  Summary Journals  of t h e  F i r s t  and Second Days ca r r i ed .  

(11) SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None 

(12) GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None 

(13) ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Convention Secretary:  M r .  P res iden t ,  I would l i k e  t o  announce t h a t  t h e  th ree  
subs tan t ive  committees w i l l  meet immediately following our recess .  The 
fol lowing rooms have been assigned f o r  t h e i r  meetings: The Committee on 
Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  meet i n  t h e  Convention Hall .  The Committee on 
Personal  Rights & Natural  Resources w i l l  meet i n  the  Keio Room. And the  
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Committee on Finance,  Local Government and Other Ma t t e r s  w i l l  meet i n  t h e  
room a t  t h e  back of t h e  Convention H a l l .  

I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  announce t h a t  c o f f e e  and hot  t e a  w i l l  b e  provided 
t o  t h e  Delega tes  a t  t h e  expense of f i f t y  c e n t s  ( 5 0 ~ )  p e r  day p e r  Delegate .  

F loo r  Leader Rasa: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  being no f u r t h e r  bus ines s ,  I move 
t h a t  t h e  Convention r e c e s s  u n t i l  t e n  o ' c lock  tomorrow morning. 

The motion w a s  seconded and c a r r i e d .  

The Convention r eces sed  a t  9:30 a .m.  

Respec t fu l ly  submi t ted ,  , 
I 
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5 e d r o  M. A t a l i g  
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