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FOURTH DAY 
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(1)  The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  a t  10:lO a.m. 

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p res ided .  

(2) A moment of s i l e n t  p raye r  was observed. 

(3 )  The Convention Sec re t a ry  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  There were 39 Delegates  p re sen t .  
No Delega tes  were excused o r  absen t .  

( 4 )  ADOPTION OF THE SUMMARY JOURNAL 

F loo r  Leader Rasa moved t h a t  t h e  Convention Rule of Procedure No. 68(a)  be  
t empora r i l y  suspended. The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

F loor  Leader Rasa moved t o  amend Rule 38 of t h e  Rules of Procedure t o  
i n c l u d e  "Adoption of t h e  Journal' '  t o  appear  between i t em ( c )  "Roll  Cal l "  and 
i t e m  (d) "Reports of Committees." The motion was seconded and passed.  

F loo r  Leader Rasa moved f o r  t h e  a d s p t i o n  of t h e  Summary J o u r n a l  of t h e  
Thi rd  Day. The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

S e c r e t a r y  Ata l ig :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  we have two Communications t h i s  morning. The 
f i r s t  is  a  memorandum t o  a l l  Convention Delega tes  from t h e  Convention P r e s i d e n t ,  
a t t a c h i n g  a  from Pedro Tenorio,  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  O f f i c e  of T r a n s i t i o n  
and Planning ,  r ega rd ing  "Compensation of Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention 
Delegates ."  The second Communication is a  memorandum t o  a l l  Convention Dele- 
g a t e s  from t h e  Convention P r e s i d e n t  concerning "Speeches Given on t h e  Convention 
Floor ."  Both memorandums a r e  s e l f - exp lana to ry  and have been g iven  t o  a l l  Te lega tes .  

Delega te  Pedro Dela Cruz: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  a f t e r  going over  t h e  correspondence 
from t h e  D i r e c t o r  of OTSP I have some s t a t e m e n t s  o r  comments t o  make r ega rd ing  
t h e  p e r  diem r a t e  and s e c t i o n  2  and s e c t i o n  3. I r e a l i z e  t h e  l e g a l i t y  of t h e  
p e r  diem r a t e ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  p e r  diem al lowance f o r  o f f - i s l a n d  Delega tes ,  and 
l e t  m e  s a y  t h a t  I have no q u a r r e l  about  t h a t .  W e  who a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  h e r e ,  
be ing  o f f - i s l a n d  Delegates ,  do n o t  p r o t e s t  t h e  pe r  diem r a t e .  However, going 
down t o  S e c t i o n  111, sub-sect ion 1, where i t  says ,  "Each d e l e g a t e  i s  e n t i t l e d  
t o  one r o u n d t r i p  t r a n s p o r t a t o n  except  d e l e g a t e s  who a r e  employees of t h e  GNMI 
and whose duty s t a t i o n  i s  Saipan." I f e e l  t h a t  is  a  g r o s s l y  u n f a i r  s i t u a t i o n .  
We might be r e q u i r e d  t o  go down t o  Rota t o  confer  w i t h  our  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  And 
I t h i n k  t h a t ,  i n  a l l  f a i r n e s s ,  t h a t  h a s  t o  be done. I f  I have t o  perform 
t h e  f u n c t i o n  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  a  Delega te ,  I f e e l  t h e  Convention should  p u t  
o u t  t h e  expense of t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t i c k e t .  I do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  I should be  
us ing  my own f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h i s  ma t t e r .  

Convention Sec re t a ry :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t o  respond t o  t h a t  s t a t emen t ,  you know 
t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e  p e r  diem and you know your duty  s t a t i o n  is h e r e  i n  Saipan.  
I f  you a r e  going t o  Rota on Committee b u s i n e s s ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w i l l  be  any 
problem. But f o r  you t o  go on your own pe r sona l  b u s i n e s s ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  
Convention should  cover  t h e  expense of t h e  t i c k e t .  

b 

Delegate  Pedro Dela Cruz: When I have t o  go down t o  pursue  and t o  d i s c u s s  
m a t t e r s  w i t h  my c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  is Convention bus ines s .  That i s  
n o t  p e r s o n a l  bus ines s .  

Convention Sec re t a ry :  Delegate  Dela Cruz, i f  you w i l l  come and s e e  me we can 
c l e a r  t h i s  up. 
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Delegate Dela Cruz: M r .  P res iden t ,  t h i s  has been discussed previously and I 
f e e l  t h e  Floor should decide  on t h i s .  

Delegate Gregorio Calvo: I have t o  agree wi th  Delegate Dela Cruz, M r .  Pres i -  4 

dent.  A£ter t h e  Convention I th ink  i t  is  r i g h t  t h a t  w e  take  whatever we have 
here  down t o  Rota. Wz f e e l  t h a t  is  s t i l l  convention business even though i t  
is  a f t e r  t h e  Convention. We have t o  take  t o  our people what has  been done 
here .  

Delegate Jose  R.  Cruz: M r .  P res iden t ,  I j u s t  want t o  inform t h e  Convention 
t h a t  during t h e  Pre-Convention Committee meetings we discussed t h i s  b r i e f l y .  
Delegate  en Manglona and o the r  members of t h e  Pre-convention Committee we;e 
involved i n  t h i s  d iscuss ion.  To be t r u t h f u l ,  I am somewhat su rpr i sed  t o  s e e  
t h i s  communication be fore  us  t h i s  morning because we informed t h e  OTSP o f f i c e  
t h a t  t h e  Delegates from o t h e r  i s l a n d s  a r e  requ i red  from t i m e  t o  time t o  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  f o r  consu l t a t ion  purposes. It i s  un l ike  
Delegates from Saipan because they l i v e  here  and they represen t  t h e  people 
here.  I n  t h e  case  of Rota, Tinian,  and even perhaps t h e  Northern I s l a n d s ,  t h e  
Delegates a r e  required  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  r e spec t ive  a r e a s  f o r  consu l t a t ion .  
Therefore,  M r .  P res iden t ,  I th ink  i t  would be w i s e  a f t e r  t h e  s e s s i o n  t o  see t h e  
Secre tary  and se t t le  t h i s  i n t e r n a l  problem once and f o r  a l l .  

Delegate H i l a r i o  Diaz: M r .  P res iden t ,  I wholeheartedly agree  wi th  t h e  Dele- 
g a t e  from Rota. I a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  we a r e  obl igated  t o  consul t  wi th  our const i -  
tuen t s  on Tinian.  I t h e r e f o r e  reques t  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ma t te r  be 
reconsidered.  

Convention Secre tary:  M r .  P res iden t ,  one of t h e  reasons why w e  h i r e d  t h e  
Administrat ive A s s i s t a n t s  was f o r  them t o  serve a s  Publ ic  Information Of f ice r s .  
It s ee s  t h a t  t h e  Delegates a r e  wanting perhaps a  roundtr ip  t i c k e t  every week. 
I must be b lun t .  The budget does not  cover t h i s .  W e  might be i n  t h e  red  i f  
w e  p e r s i s t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  overspend. 

Delegate F e l i p e  Ata l ig :  I th ink i t  appears t h a t  t h e  matter is  more a  problem 
d i rec ted  t o  Rota and Tinian.  I the re fo re  suggest ,  M r .  P res iden t ,  t h a t  we 
should go ahead and d i scuss  t h e  rest of t h e  agenda of t h e  house. This should 
be discussed l a t e r  on by t h e i r  r e spec t ive  l eaders  wi th  our Secre tary .  

Delegate Benjamin Manglona: M r .  P res iden t ,  I consider t h i s  problem t o  be a  
communication problem. I agree  wi th  Delegate A t a l i g  t h a t  w e  should proceed 
wi th  t h e  o t h e r  items on our  agenda of business.  I w i l l  t a k e  up t h i s  ma t te r  
wi th  my Delegation and a l s o  wi th  t h e  o f f i c e  of OTSP. 

/ 

Delegate Pedro Dela Cruz: M r .  P res iden t ,  i f  t h i s  cannot be resolved I f e e l  
t h e  Pres iden t  should e n t e r  t h i s  case. Also , I  have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  somebody 
i s  j u s t  ramrodding th ings  down t o  us. 

P res iden t  Guerrero: I can assure  t h e  Delegates that we w i l l  s tudy and 
thoroughly d i s c u s s  wi th  t h e  Pre-Convention Chairman what commitment was made 
by t h e  o f f i c e  of OTSP. And we w i l l  d i scuss  t h i s  matter wi th  t h e  Director .  
I suggest  w e  proceed wi th  our agenda. 

Floor Leader Rasa: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  inform t h e  Delegates t h a t  
under "~f isce l laneous  Communications" Robert 's  Rules of Order, t h e  newly 
revised e d i t i o n ,  debate of i s s u e s  i s  r e s t r i c t e d .  I suggest  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  a r e  
any problems, they should be d i rec ted  t o  t h e  appropr ia te  body. 

(6) COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Chairman Mafnas: M r .  P res iden t ,  may I r e s p e c t f u l l y  submit my r e p o r t  and ask  
t h a t  i t  be  read by t h e  Secretary.  

P res iden t  Guerrero: P lease  read t h e  r e p o r t ,  M r .  Secretary.  

The  ohi it tee Report, as read by t h e  Secre tary , 'was  as follows:  

" M r .  P res iden t ,  your Comnittee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  m e t  
yesterday and made s u b s t a n t i a l  progress i n  considering matters 
deal ing wi th  t h e  J u d i c i a l  branch of gcverlxnent. The Committee w i l l  
meet today t o  consider a  d r a f t  r epor t  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a r t i c l e  
pe r ta in ing  t o  Washington representa t ion.  Tomorrow t h e  Committee 
w i l l  t u rn  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  of the  L e g i s l a t i v e  branch of government. 
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I I The members of your Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  
working w e l l  toge ther  and are making good progress  towards completing 
t h e  Committee's assignment.  Thank you, M r .  P re s iden t . "  

Chairman F i t i a l :  Your C o m i t t e e  on Finance, Local Government and Other Mat t e r s  
met yes terday  f o r  a  t o t a l  of f i v e  hours and has completed i ts  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  on 
a very  im?ortant p rov i s ion  t o  be  inco rpora t ed  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  
namely, C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendments. The exac t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  language f o r  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  p rov i s ion  i s  being d r a f t e d  by t h e  l e g a l  c o n s u l t a n t s  and w i l l  b e  
reviewed by your Committee, hope fu l ly ,  today. I f  no t  today, d e f i n i t e l y  it wi l l .  
be reviewed tomorrow, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  Also, your C o m i t t e e  is very conf iden t  
t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p rav i s ion  w i l l  b e  ready f o r  cons ide ra t ion  by t h e  Convention 
Committee of t h e  Whole by t h e  end of t h i s  week. M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I want t h e  
r eco rd  t o  show t h a t  t h e  membership of your Committee is f u l l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
and a c t i v e l y  d e l i b e r a t i n g  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e .  I a l s o  want t h e  record  t o  
show t h a t  very  c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s  of t h i s  p rov i s ion  has  been made. We w i l l  b e  
meeting today t o  d i scuss  and review t h i s  ma t t e r ,  and a l s o  t o  t a k e  up another  
very important  provisio'n, namely, Education. 

Chairman Ata l ig :  Your Committee on Personal  Rights  & Natura l  Resources has  
completed t h e i r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  on E l i g i b i l i t y  t o  Vote, E lec t ion  Procedures,  and 
I n i t i a t i v e ,  Referendum and Reca l l .  I would l i k e  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  has  
been given t o  t h e  Committee members and I urge  t h e  members t o  review c a r e f u l l y  
t h e i r  r e p o r t .  I found ou t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  g lance  t h a t  t h e r e  has  been so  many' 
d e l e t i o n s  and a d d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e p o r t ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  have n o t  been 
d iscussed  by t h e  Committee members. I t h e r e f o r e  urge  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h i s  
Convention t o  p l e a s e  provide some s o r t  of recording  system f o r  t h e  Committees 
whereby t h e  m a t t e r s  d iscussed  would b e  kept  accu ra t e ly .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: Your p o i n t  is w e l l  taken,  Chairman Ata l ig .  I sugges t ,  of 
course,  t h a t  a l l  Committee Reports  be thoroughly d iscussed  be fo re  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
t o  t h i s  Convention. 

Delegate Ramon Villagomez: Chairman A t a l i g  mentioned t h a t  a l o t  of p o i n t s  
were changed i a  our C o n i t t e e  Report.  I t h i n k  i t  is c c t  very  a c c u r a t e  t o  j u s t  
s t o p  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  I th ink  w e  should a l s o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  consu l t an t  wno 
d r a f t e d  t h i s  r e p o r t  was g iven  a ve ry  s h o r t  t ime. We asked t o  have t h i s  r e p o r t  
completed by t h i s  morning a t  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  and they were under a  g r e a t  d e a l  of 
p re s su re  by l a c k  of time. I t h i n k  w e  should t ake  t h a t  i n t o  cons ide ra t ion .  
There i s  a n  understanding t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  reviewed by t h e  C o m i t t e e  
s o  t h a t  t h e r e  may ?e ? / . l f t i one  2: correc t ior ; .  So t h a t  i s  a problem, bu t  it  
is no t  t h a t  s e r i o u s  a  problem. Thank you, M r .  P re s iden t .  

Chairman Ata l ig :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  i n  response t o  Delegate  Villagomez, I wanz 
t h e  record  t o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  submit ted t h i s  morning is  a r e f l e c t i o n  of 
my observa t ions  on t h e  g lance  t h a t  I had a t  t h e  r e p o r t .  I see no reason t h a t  
t h e r e  should be  s u b s t a n t i v e  changes o r  d e l e t i o n s  on t h e  r e p o r t .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero: As I po in ted  o u t  e a r l i e r ,  Chairman A t a l i g ,  t h a t  matter 
should be d iscussed  thoroughly w i t h  your Committee and t h e  l e g a l  consu l t an t  - .  

t h a t  is render ing  s e r v i c e  t o  t h a t  ~ o k n i t t e e .  

(7) INTRODUCTION OF PROPOSALS 

Delegate J o s e  R. Cruz in t roduced and read  Delegate Proposa l  No. 02, 
e n t i t l e d  "Proposal Regarding Taxat ion  and Finance." 

Delegate Pedro I g i t o l  in t roduced Delegate Proposal  No. 03, e n t i t l e d  
"Proposal Regarding the  J u d i c i a l  Branch of ~overnment ."  The Convention Secre- 
t a r y  r ead  t h e  Proposal .  

Delegate Francisco  T. P a l a c i o s  in t roduced Delegate Proposa l  No. 04, 
e n t i t l e d  "Proposal Regarding t h e  P r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  Cul ture  of t h e  Northern 
Efariana I s l ands . "  

b 

Delegate Francisco  T. P a l a c i o s  in t roduced Delegate Proposa l  No. 05, 
e n t i t l e d  "Proposal Regarding t h e  P r a c t i c e  of T r a d i t i o n a l  Medicine." 

Delegate Antonio M. Camacho in t roduced Delegate Proposal  No. 06, e n t i t l e d  
"Proposal Regarding Executive Branch of Government." It was read by t h e  
Secre tary .  
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Delegate Ramon G .  Villagomez in t roduced and read Delegate Proposal  No. 07, 
e n t i t l e d  "Proposal Regarding t h e  Executive Branch of Government." 

Delegate  Ramon G.  Villagomez in t roduced and read Delegate Proposa l  No. 08, 
e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding S t a t u t e s  of L imi t a t ions  i n  Land Matters. ' '  

Delegate  Ramon G.  Villagomez in t roduced and read Delegate Proposal  No. 09, 
e n t i t l e d  "Proposal Regarding S p e c i a l  Court t o  Deal w i th  Land Matters." 

(8) FIRST READING OF PROPOSALS - None. 

(9) REFERRAL OF PROPOSALS 

Delegate  Proposa l  No. 01, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding t h e  Executive Branch 
of Government.", was ass igned.  t o  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

(10) SECOND AND FINAL READING OF PROPOSALS - None. 

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS - None. 

(12) UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None. 

(13) SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None. 

(14) GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None. 

(15) ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chairman Mafnas announced t h a t  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
would,meet immediately a f t e r  t h e  s e s s i o n  i n  t h e  Convention Hal l .  

Chairman A t a l i g  announced t h a t  t h e  Committee on Personal  Rights  & Natura l  
Resources would meet a t  one o 'c lock  i n  t h e  same room where they had been meeting. 

Chairman F i t i a l  announced t h a t  t h e  Committee on Finance, Local  Goverrment 
and Other Matters would meet immediately fo l lowing t h e  s e s s i o n  i n  t h e  Convention 
H a l l  back a r e a .  

- P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero announced t h a t  t h e r e  would b e  a meeting of t h e  Committee 
on Organiza t ion  and Procedures i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a t  1:00 p.m. 

F loor  Leader Rasa: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  being no f u r t h e r  bus iness ,  I move t h a t  
t h e  Convention r e c e s s  u n t i l  t e n  o ' c lock  tomorrow morning. M 

The motion w a s  seconded and c a r r i e d .  

The Convention recessed  a t  10:40 a .m.  

Respec t fu l ly  submit ted,  I ' 

Convention Sec re t a ry  ! 


