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I n  q r d c r  t o  be  doc! ic i led  j n  t h e  Kor!!lcrn Nnr iana  

I s l a r l d s  f o r  v o t i l i g  p l i rposes ,  a persols must m a i n t a i n  a 

r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  ~ o r t h e r n  blar iana I s l a n d s  w i t h  t h e  i n t c n t i o n  

0 f . i d n t i n ~ i . n ~  <<, sudh r e s j . d e n c c  f o r  a n  u n l i m i t e d  o r  i n d e f i n i t e  
6 

p e r i o d ,  and t o  wHick s u c h  p e r s o n  ha,s t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  r e t u r n -  

i n g  whenever a b s e n t ,  even f o r  a n  e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d .  A p e r s o n  

c a n  have  o n l y  one, d o m i c i l e .  A d o m i c i l e  c a n n o t  be  l o s t  u n t i l  

a new one h a s  bedn a . cqu i red .  
-. . 

* .. 
The i n t : e n t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  a r c s - i d c n c e  i n  t.hc N o r t h e r n  

Mar iana  I s l a n d s  s iha l l  be  presumed n o t  t o  e x i s t  i f  any of t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i ~ a  a r e  met :  
b 
b 

2 )  m a i n t e ~ a n c e  o f  a permanent  r e s i d e n c e  o r  
p l a c e  o f  abode o u t s i d e  o f  the: Northei'll 
Mariana I s l a n d s ;  ? 

) m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a c ' u r r e n t  r e g i s t r a t m i o n  o r  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t o  1;ote i n  a  p l a c c  o t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  X o r t h e r n  J i a r i a n a  I s l a n d s ;  

I 

- c )  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  INariana I s l a n d s  . s o l e l y  as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  employment; 

a ) ; ,  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  Nor the rn  Blariana I s l a n d s  
s o l e l y  as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  employlnent o f  a ,  
s p o u s e ,  r e l a t i v e  o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n  upon 
whom t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  v o t e r  i s  e c o n o m i c a l l y  
d e p e n d e n t ;  

s u p p o r t  o f  a  s p o u s e  o r  f a m i l y ' a i n  a p l a c e  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  X o r t h e r n  Blariana I s l a n d s ;  

t 

-payment  o f  t a x e s  imposed by r e a s o n  o f  
r e s i d e n c e  i n  a  p l a c c  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  ,' -- 

. 
N o r t h e r n  BIariana I  s l a f i d s  ; 

1 

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a motor  v e h i c l e  r e g i s t r a -  
t i o n ,  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  o r  b o a t - . l i c e n s e  
i n  a  p l a c c  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  
b lar iana  I s l a n d s .  . 



Sub j e c t  : COJI?IT'I"P~',E RECO'.!!.:CSl!ilT 10;; S O .  2 : 
E l c c t i q n s  and Election P ~ c c e c l u r e s  

The Coimmittee on Pe r sona l  R igh t s  and Natura ' l  

Resources  rcconnle~nds t h a t  t h e  Corn~ni t t e e  o f  t h e  \\'hole adopt  
1 

i n  p r i n c i p l e  t h e  a t t a c h e d  C o n s t i t i ~ t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  w i t h  

r e s p e c t  , t o  e l ec t i l ons  and e l e c t i o n  p rocedures .  

The Cobmittee reconimends t h a t  a s e p a r s t e  a r t i c l e  . 
o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i ~ n  be devoted t o  e l e c t i o n s  and e l e c t i o n  

-. . ' 
procedures  and t h ~ t  t h i s  a r t i c l e  have f o u r  s e c t i o n s  t h a t  

cover  g e n e r a l  e l e k t i o n s ,  o t h e r  e l e c t i o n s ,  e l e c t i o n  proced-  

u r e s  and t a k i n g  o f f i c e  a f t e r  d e c t i o n s .  
t 

The r c b s o n s .  f o r  t h e  Con~ni t t e e ' s  recnmnendat inns 
'1 

a r e  s e t  o u t  belo\<,  
. '  

S e c t i o l  1: General  ~ a e c t i % n s .  - The ~ommi t '%ee  

recommends t h a t  t h e r e  be one r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e t t i o n  
. I  

th roughout  the .~o$monweal th  and t h a t  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  be h e l d  

on t h e  f i r s t  sur.diy i n  Noveinher. The: Committee f u r t h e r  

recommends t h a t  a i l  Commont:ealth, o f f i c e r s  be e l e c t e d  a t  

t h i s  gerie ' r i l  e l e c i i o n .  T h i s  'would i n c l u d e  a l l  t h e  e l e c t e d  

o f f i c i a l s  from t h e  e x e c u t i v e  branch ,  t he  l e g i s l a t i v e  b ranch ,  . 
t h e  hrashington R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  and any o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  .- 

I 
t 

whose e l e c t i o n  i s  provided  f o r  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  -. 
I' .. 

The Conmittee h a s  t h r e e  reasorls  f o r  . t h i s  Y 

recommendation. Airst, conso l id . a t i ng  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a l l  
-. 

I, 



Gbmnonvealth o f f i c e r s  i n t i  one general c l c c t i o n  i s  less 

c o s t l y  t h a n  cond$c t ing  s e v e r a l  s e p a r a t e  c l c c t i o n s .  Second,  

v o t e r  i n t e r e s t  a$d a t t e n t i o n  would be  e o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  
I 

1 i m p o r t a n t  ~ o m m o n \ ~ e a l t h  e l e c t i o n  c o n t e s t s .  T h i r d ,  n o t  a l l  . . 
~ o m m o n i e a l t h  o f f i c e l i s  ikould be s t a n d i n g  f o r  e l c c t i o n  

e v e r y  y e a r  and t n e  number o f  o i f i c e s  t o  be f i l l e d  a t  t h e  . 

I g e n e r g l  e l c c t i o n  i n  any g i v e n  y e a r ,  therefore, w i l l  n o t  . 
I 
I be so g r e a t  a s  t o  c a u s e  v o t e r  c o n f u s i o n .  

Sect id11 2 : Othe r  E l c c t i o n s .  *The Cornmittee 

recommends t h a t  qhe  l e g i s l a t u r e  be  g i v e n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
I 

o f ' p r o v i d i n g  f o r  lo ther  e l e c t i o n s .  T h i s  would i n c l u d e  l o c a l  
b 

government e l c c t i i o n s  and spec i$ l  e l e c t i o n s  n o t  p r o v i d e d  f d r  
. . by ilie C o i i s t j i ~ i i ~ r ~ .  l h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i s  intended t o  pe rb j t  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t p  make a  juclgmcnt w h e t h e r  i t  l iould b e  
, , 

I * .  
. u s e f u l  t o  c o n s o l i b a t e  l o c a l   election,^' w i t h .  t h e  r e g u l a r  

I . g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  o r  t o  h o l d  them s e p a r a t e l y  a t  d i f f e r . e n t  

t i m e s .  T h i s  p r o v b s i o n  would a l s o  p e r m i t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  

d e l e g a t e  t h e  r e s p b n s i b i l i t y  f o r  f o r  l o c a l  elections . 

1 .: , t o  t h e  1aca . l  govetnment u n i t s  t hemse lve s .  

S e c t i o 4  3:  E l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s .  T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  

d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  i e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  r k s p d n s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  
I . 

I f o r  t h e  d e t a i l s  ofi e l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r c s .  The commit tee  maces 

t h i s  recommendatidn because  i t  b e l i e v e s  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  a r e :  *- 

I I * 

more appropriate114 govcrned by s t a t u t e .  E l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  

. o f t e n  need t o  be  n jodi f ied  and t h e s e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s : s h o u l d  n o t  

r e q u i r e  a c o n s t i t i t i o n a l  amendment. 



Undcl- t h i s  p r o x 5 s i o n  t h e  legislature may p r o v i d e  . 
f o r  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  t h c  r e s o l u t i o n  o i  c o n t , c s t e d  e l e c t i o n s ,  

v o t i n g  p r o t c c t i o ~ n s  ( p r o t e c t i n g  v o t e r s  f r o ?  a r r e s t ,  s e r v i c e  

of  p r o c e s s  o r  juiry d u t y  d u r i n g  t h e  t i n e  t h e y  a r e  v o t i n g ) ,  

a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g ,  s c p r e e y  i n  v o t i n g ,  l a n g u a g e  a i d  t o  v o t e r s  

who do n o t  s p e a k  E n g l i s h ,  ~ h a ~ n o r r o  o r  C a r o l i n i a n ,  

d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  aed  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  e l e c t i o n  f r a u d ,  e l e c t i o n  

h o l i d a y s ,  method o f  v o t i n g  ( b a l l o t ,  punch c a r d ,  o r  v o t i n g  

m a c h i n e ) ,  p a r t y  v o t i n g ;  b a l l o t :  formax,. .  m e ~ h o d s  o f  -- 
c .  

c o u n t i n g  v o t e s ,  b e t h o d s  o f  s u p e r v i s i n g  v o t i n g  p l a c e s ,  s e l e c -  

t i o n  of  e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l s ,  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  p r imaxyL:e~es . t ions  

and o t h e r  n o m i n a t i n g  p r o c e d u r d t .  

T ~ C S C  ~~~~~~~~s a rc  c u r x ~ i i t l y  w i t h i n  t i l t :  jurisJlj_c- 
t 

t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e  Committee b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  .' . 
. s y s t e m  s h o u l d  be  c o n t i n u e d .  

S e c t i p n  4 :  T a k i n g  O f f i c e  A f t e r  E l c c t i o n s  , 

The' C ~ m m i t t e e  recomlnends t h a t  t h e r e  be  a  u n i f o r m  

p r o v i s i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t a k i n g  o f f i c e  a f t e r  e l e c t i o n .  
. . ; 

The Commi t t ee ' s  P roposed  c o ~ l s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  r e q u i r e s  
I 

t h a t  a l l  ~ o m m o n v ~ a l t h  o f f i c e r s  e l e c t e d  a t  the r e g u l a r  

a g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o ~ l i n  November t a k e  o f f i ' c e  on t h e  second  Monday of  

J a n u a r y  o f  t h e  f b l l o w i n g  y e a r .  T h i s  would a l s o  a p p l y  t o  $ijy . 

l o c a l  g o v c r n m e n t l o i  . , o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  " ' 

" 
I 

e l e i t i o n  i f  t h a t  1 were  s p e c i f i e d  by t h e  1 e g j . s l a f u r e .  A8 



The cbmmittee b e l i c v c s  t h a t  i t  i s  i ? i ~ p o r t a n t  t o  
. 1 .  

have an o r d e r l y  buccess ion  t o  o f f i c e .    his p r o v i s i o n  l e a v e s  

approximate ly  t ~ t l b  months, between t h c  f i r s t  Sunday i n  Noven- 
1 

b c r  and t h e  sccohd >!onhay. i.n J anua ry ,  f o r . t h e  t r a n s i - t i o n  
I 

from one o f f i c e  ) l o l d e r ( t o  a n o t h e r  t o  bf: completed.  T h e  
4 

Committee b e l i e v p s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s ' u f f i c i e n t  t ime  t o  p r o v i d e  

f o r  o r d e r l y  t r a n k i t i o n  wh i l e  n o t  l e a v i n g  ho ld-over  o f f i c e r s  
I 

i n . o f B f i c e  t o o  lobg  a f t e r  t h e y  have been d e f e a t e d  a t  t h e  p o l l s .  

The Committee cobs ide red  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  . f i r s t  day o f  
- .  - .  

Janua ry  b u t  dec ibed  . t h a t  t h e  d a t e  on which o f f i c e r s  voLld 

t a k e  o f f i c e  should  n o t  f a l l  on a hol iday, .  

s u b m i t t e d ,  

/' 




