October 22, 1976

NTTON BY THE CCUMMITTEE
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OVERNMENT AND OTHER MATTERS
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Subject: Committce Recommendation No. 2:° Education

The Commi?tee recommnends that the Convention
sitting as a Committee of the Whole adopt in princip;e the
attached constitutional provisions with respect to education.
The Committee has considered what provisions, if
any, respecting the vital subject-of education should be
contained in the Constitution of the Northern Mariahanlslands.
It was the unanimous view of the Committce that

mely impogtant function of the goyernment.

N

(ot
.

education 1is an ¢xiy

The Commonwen
LR L w4 ~ a

L O PIPY ass

}-J
4

m!

Hy

. r
v [ Qe
1o L2 o~

faa

.
T hing
-~ \—‘-th

¥
(G
o)
(.l
‘ h)

IPOTL 2 new &

PR 2

- r\(\\.'p'r‘nvnr\ni-
PR LGP
¢ v,

-

In order to enéure the continued vitality and capabflity for
sel{-government &n the Commonwealth, the educationaluneeds of
young peoplc must be met by a system that operates efficiently
and provides scrvice of high quality. . i
After careful review of prbvisions of the Mariana

Islands-Diétrict dee, the constitutions of the various
states, éﬁd the constitution of the Commonwealth Puerto Rico,
the Committec concluded that the Constitution should provide
for free, compulsory, and public education and should cnﬁOTse
the provision of higher and adult cducation within the Ma;i;ﬁa

Islands. The Committee considercd whether the provisions for

compulsory ecducation and higher education should include details
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as to age levels ﬁnd nunber of years of schooling. The Comn-
mittce decided to leave thesc matters to the legislature so
that these standards could be upgraded as promptly as the re-
sources of the Commenwecalth permit.

The Committeé considcréd further whether it would
be appropriate to includc in the Constitution special require-
ments on cqual opportunity for education, the structure of the

educational system, financing

g, and aid to parochial schools.

The Conmittee rccognizeé that these subjects are of
paramdunt importance and concern tb the parents of school-age
children, as well as to other Yesidents. It is the judgment
of the Committee that the Con;%itution should not contain lan-
guage either o1 a permissive or restrictive nature in arscparate

article on education on these subjects. Each raises very diffi-

»”

cult and often controversial matters. Somec also raisc complicat-
ed legal issue; resulting from recent dacisions of thé United
States Supreme Court. For these reaépns, the Committee believes
that these.educat;onal questions should be left to the Common-
wealth legislature. This will preserve neceded flexibility with
regard to the educational policy of the Cémmonwealth and the
spccial educational requirements of Rota, Saipan, and Tiﬁian,
and_the residents of the northern islands. : )

The Comﬁittee recognizes that the terms "elementafy”
and “sccondary" education are sﬁfficigntly well understood to
withstand modern developments of school organiéation and con-

sequential .modification of terminology. ) ’
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' The Committee on. Finance, Local Government and Other

that the Convention adopt in principle this rec-

Respectfully submitted,
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ano Li~itial, Chairman
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