
P r o p o s a l  r e j i n r d i n ~ .  t ! ~ c  Excru( ivc-  1;rnnk.l) o f  Covcrnmyfi: 

I t  is p roposed  t h a t  a dmCc c o n s t i t u t  i o n 3 1  l . roviu ion  hr. prepar1.d wlti ch  

. does tbe f o l l o w i ~ ) ~ :  
Z 

1) Vcst f ;  I.llr? C % e c ~ ~ t i \ . c ~  povc!r of t h e  Co~nmonwenlLl~ i n  3 gnvcrt,l,r wlttt:;c 

' o f f  ice s h a l l  be l o t rn t ed  i n  Salpnt i ;  

2) P r o v  icl4.s f o r  LWO 1 i r t t lc .nnnt  c o v c r n o r \  c w ~ .  :I rc-!;.jdc?nt of Hc11;i I .I be. 

be e l e c t e d  by t l ~ c  9-rl:istcrncl v o t t u s  of Tli\i;ln; and  

govcrnor s h a l l  surc.ucl t o  t h c  o f f  ire. t ~ f  Covcruor  l f  n vncan ry  i n  t1i;tt o f f i r . c  

o c c u r s  or 6h:i l l  t c i l l ~ ~ ~ r ; ~ r i l y  1 1 c r f o n  1Iic d i ~ l i e s .  n f  thr .  govrrncir  i f  It<. is :~lw.t ,bt 

f r ~  the Com~oovea111~  or  othervictc u l t zh l c  t o  perform h i s  duLj.ca f o r  otovc. LI : ; . t t  



PROl'QSAL l t l ~ ( ~ ; \ I t l ~ ~  NG TAXA.1' I OS A N D  F I NAXCE - 

I t  i s  proposcd t h a t  a  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  pro;-i- 

s i p n  bc  prepared which does  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

+ 
Requires t h c  Corneonwcnl tll t o  r c b a t c  t o  t h c  

covcrnmcnt o f  each m u n i c i p a l i t y  30 pcr centulll ol' a l l  rcvcnucs  

r e c e i v e d  by t l ~ c  Con~rr~onwcalth from that  munj c i p : ~ l  i t y .  



MIRTHERN MAPIANAS 
CQJSTITUTI CIYAL CONVENTION 

DELEATE PROPOSAL NO. 33 
OCTDBER 21,  1976 

PROPOSAL REGARDING THE 
JUDICIAL BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT 

I t  is proposed t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  provi -  

. s i o n  be prepiared which does t h e  following: 

1) Provides f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a c o u r t  with 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  d i spu tes  involving land; 

2) Creates  a t  l e a s t  one judgeship t o  s t a f f  the 

c o u r t ;  

3) Permits  t h e  appointment of an  a t t o r n e y  who 

is  n o t  a r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Northern Marianas t o  se rve  a s  judge 

of the  cour t ;  and 

4)  Authorizes t h e  judge t o  s i t  temporar i ly  on 

c o u r t s  which dec ide  cases  no t  involving land. 

Offered by Delegate 



NORTflERN NAR I AMAS 
CONSTI TUTI ONAI. C.ONVI:NT I ON 

~l: l . l~(;A' l ' l i  I'UOI'OSAI. NO. 04 
O(:'l'Ol{ I:R 2 1 , 1 9 76 

~ I t O P O S A I ,  HECA<I~INC T l l l i  I'Ho'l'liC'l'lnN OF 
T I I E  CUI.1'URE OF 'TIIE NORTHERN MAII IANA 

I SI.ANDS 

I t  i s  proposed t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t i t t ~ t i o i ~ a l  p ro -  
f 

v i s i o n  be prepared  which does t h e  fo l lowing:  

1 )  Defines t h e  " c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  Northern Marinna 

Is lands"  a s  t hose  p r a c t i c e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  a r t s ,  and fami ly  

t r a d i t i o n s  which form t h e  c o r e  of  t h e  h i s t o r y  and contem- 

porary a t t i t u d e s  of  t h e  Northern Marianas pcoplc ;  and 

2)  ~ r o v i d c s  i n  t h e  preamble t o ,  o r  e l sewhere  i n .  

t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Comrnonwcalth s h a l l  p r o t e c t  t h a t  

c u l t u r e .  

Offered  by Delegate 



' . NORTHERN hlhR I ANIIS l ~ l ~ l . I ~ ~ ~ ~ \ T l ~  I'RCIIIOSAI. N O .  05 
C O N S T  ITU'T 1 ONAl.  CONVllN'l'I ON 0C')'ORI:R 1 1 ,  1376 

It is proposed that a draft constitutional provi 

sion be prcpsred which does thr following: 

f 1) Defines "trzditicnal medicine" as those 

: healing arts bascd upon the customs of Chamorro or Carolinian 

culture and culrrcntly accepted by a substantial proportion 

of either the Chamorro or Carolinian community; and 

2) Provides that the legislature shall pass no 

law prohibiting the practice or traditional medicine. 



. . 
. . 

NORTHERN I.lt\R I t\X.IS UELIXATE PIZOPOSAI, NO. 06 
C@:~STI1'UTJ OS,\i.  i:I)NVIiN'I'ION OC?'Ol)liH 2 1 , 1 !I76 

, It is proposed that a draft constjtutional yrovi - 

sion be prepared that docs the following: 

r 1) Requires that governmcnt employccs in minis- 

terialpositions be selected by examinations bascd on mcrit; 

2) Establishes a Civil Service Commission to 

make policy and recommend lcgislation concerning govcrnmcnt 

employment ; 

3) I'rovicles for administration of the govcrnnent 

- employment system by the authorities of the thrcc chartered 

municipal ities suhjcct to the direction .of the Cornmjssion; 

4) Creates a method of selcctio~l for the nic!ebrrs 

administrative details of the Commission's work. ' 

Offcrcd by Delegate 



NORTIIERS > lAR Ir\S.\S 
CONSTITUT 1 OHAL CONVEN'T I  ON 

I'ROI'OSAI. l:l:(;.4l:DlNl; 'I'llli 1 i h l : ~ : ~ l ' l ' I V l ~  l i l<t\Xt:l!  \;OSb l . l<Shil iX'l '  ----.- --. .-- - 

I t  i s  proposed t h a t  n draft  const  it111 i o n o l  pro- 

v i s i o n  be prepare~d wllich does thc Collowiny.: 

1 )  Creates the o f f i c e s  o f  Attorney Gen~,ral o f  

the  Northern Mariana Islands and o f  Chief Puhl i c  DcFcnder ' 

of the  Northern Marian;] Is lands;  and 
e 

2 )  Provides tha t  thosc o f f i c e s  s h a l l  bc c l e c t i v c  

p o s i t i o n s .  



- 
XORTHERN blARIANAS DELEGATE PROPOSAL NO. 08 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OCTOBER 2 1 ,  1976 

PROPOSAL REGARDING S T A T U T E S  OF 
LIMiITATIONS I N  LAND MATTERS 

It is proposed that a draft constitutional provi- 

sion be: prepared that does *the following: 

1. Creates a statute of liniitations for land 

Constitution. 
, 

- 2. Overrides (and makes null and void) all other 

previously applicable statutes of limitations. 
- 

- Offered by Delegate 



i NORTHEIIN , \ tARI  ANtIS I ~ I ~ I . I ~ G ~ ~ * I ~ ~  I ' I < O I ' ~ ) S A I .  N O .  09 1 CONS'I'1 TUT IONIII. (:ONVI,N'I 'ION O(:'l~Ol3l~lI 2 I , I 0 7 6 

I t  i s  p roposed  t h a t  a  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i -  

s i o n  be  p r e p a r e d  t h a t  does  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

: 1. C r e a t e s  a  s p e c i a l i z e d  c o u r t  t o  d e a l  o n l y  w i t h  

i 
* 

I >. ' l a n d  m a t t e r s .  
I;. 
1. 2 .  D e f i n e s  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o u r t  t o  

b. 
i! ' i n c l u d e  m a t t e r s  o f  t i t l e ,  bounda i - i e s ,  e a semen t s ,  l e n s e s ,  
i i n h e r i t a n c e ,  t r a n s f e r s ,  r e c o r d s  a n d  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  w i t h  

I: j respeCt t o  t h e  cwne r sh ip  o f  l a n d  and r i g h t s  i n  l a n d  i n  t h c  
4 .  
$, 
. . Commonwealth. 
A! 



NORTIIER'i EL\RIANAS 
CONSTITUTlONU CONVENTION 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL NO. 10 
OCTOBER 22, 1 9  76 

I t  is  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t l t u i i n n a l  p r o v i s i o n  b e  

p r e p a r e d  which d o e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

( 1 )  A u t h o r i x c s  Llic c o u r t s  t o  r c v i c w  s a l c s  o f  l a n d s  d u r i n g  

t h e  p a s t  25 y r i i r s  t o  d r t c r m i n e  Lllot s t ~ c l i  s ; t l c s  compliccl w i t h  d u r  proCCSR 

of  l a w  a n d  t h a t  p e o p l e  v e r e  f u l l y  a v a r e  o f  t t i c i r  r i c l t t s  shcn t l icy s o l d  

l a n d ;  2nd 

( 2 )  A u t h o r i z e s  t h e  c o u r t s  to r c v i e v  thc. t a k l n n  o f  1311ds 

by p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  o r  a g e n c i e s  wi t l i o u ~  jitsL coml)cnsaLion,  I c r  cx;implc,  

t h c  p l a c i n g  o f  t e l c p l i o n r  p o l e s  on pr iv ; i t c ly-owncd prc>pcr t  y wi t l t o u ~  j r ~ : ; t  

compens.1 t  i o n .  
/ -3 



NORTHERN >LZKIA!!;\S DIXI:(:Al'E 1'I:OPOSAl. NO. 11 
CONSTITUTIONAL COKVENTION OCTOUICR 221 1976 

PROPOSAL REGARDING NIIItSE!; ANI) TEACHERS ---- ------- 

I t  'is proposed  t h a t  a  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  be  p r e p a r e d  
C 

which d o e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

.(I) Guarantees t h a t  t e a c h e r s  and  n u r s e s  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  i n  

t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  who are n o t  c e r t i f i e d  may c o n t i n u e  t o  work 

f o l l o w i n g  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  and  

(2 )  T h a t  s u c h  t e a c h e r s  and  n u r s e s  be d e c l a r e d  c e r t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  w o r k i n g  i n  any o f  t h e  o t h e r  l l n i t e d  S t a t e s .  
,-l 



NORTHERN ?MRIAh"!S 
C O S S T I T U T I O N A L  C O N i ' E S T I O S  

DELEGATE P R O P O S A L  K O .  12 
OCTOBER 22, 1976 

P R O P O S A L  R E G A R D I S C  T R A D I ' I I O N A L  CUSTOEI 

I t  i s  proposed that  a  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  prov i s ion  b e  prepared 

v h i c l ~  docs  t l ~ c  fo l lowing:  

(1 )  Affirms that  c i t i z e n s  o f  the Northern Marialla I s lands  must 

observe the t r a d i t i o n a l  custom and respect  t h e i r  parents  and e l d e r s  even 

a f t e r  they have reached the  age or  18.  



N0R'I'IIEK:i P t i K 1  ANAS 
CONST1 1'UTlONAI. CONVENI'ION 

DELIX:A'lT l'1:OI'OSAl. N O .  13 
OC'1'01:1:I< 23 ,  19 76 

PROPOSAI. RECARDING OFF? CII~T~ IlOLIDAYS , .:* 

9 

f t  i s  proposcd t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  b e  

prepared 'which d o e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

. (1) D e c l a r e s  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  days  b e  o f f i c i a l  h o l i d a y s  i n  

t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s :  October 1 8 ,  November 1 ,  and December 8 .  
A 

O f f e r e d  by -- 





NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION DELE GATE 

PROPCSAL NO. 15 
OFFERED BY: DAMD Q . MARATIT2 

( S X  PAN) 
OCmBER 22,  19  76 

Proposa l  r e g a r d i n g  the L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch o f  Government:  

I t  i s  proposed  t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  be p r e p a r e d  w h i c h  

d o e s  the f o l l o w i n g :  

1 .  Vests the l e g i s l a t i v e  power o f  the Comnvnwealth i n  a b i c a m e r a l  

l e g i s l a t u r e  which  s h a l l  be c a l l e d  the Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  L e g i s l a t u r e .  

2 .  P r o v i d e s  f o r  the u p p e r  h o u s e ,  t o  be c a l l e d  the S e n a t e ,  w i t h  e q u a l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  three ( 3 )  m m b e r s  f rom e a c h  c h a r t e r e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

i n  the ~onu iwnwea l th ;  and for t h e  l o w e r  h o u s e ,  to be c a l l e d  the House o f  Representatives 

b a s e d  on p o p u l a t i o n .  

3. P r o v i d e s  f o r  a f o u r  y e a r  t e r m  for mmbers t o  the S e n a t e ,  and two 

y e a r s  for members to  the House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

4 .  p r o v i d e s  for a minimum age  o f  30 y e a r s  t o  be e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  

and 25 y e a r s  for m m b e r s h i p  i n  the House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  



I t  is  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a d r a f t  c n r i s t  l t ~ i t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  Ire ~ r c p n r c t l  t l i ; r l  

,:oes t h e  f o l l c v i n c ;  

( a )  The  e x e c u t i v e  h r a n c h  o f  t l i c  g o v c r n m c n t  of t i l e  ' :nr t l lvrn 'rar!aria I s l a n d s  

- s h a l l  l n c l u d c  t h e  f o l l o w i l ~ r .  o f f i c e r s :  

( 1 )  An e l e c ~ e d  p o v c r r r o r  ( e l e c t e d  at-l: , ,-p,e. Conmonwenlth-wlr lc)  ; 

( 2 )  An e l e c t e d  v i c r - ~ o v c m o r  ( c l e c t c d  a t - 1 n r y . r .  Ct)i!mnr~vc;ll t l l - v i < l e )  ; 

( 3 )  Two l i e u t e n a n t - ~ n v e r n o r s  ( e l c c t v d  n t - 1 n r r . e .  csnch w i t h i n  t h c  
r e s p e c t i v e  r u n i c i p a l i t i c s  o f  9 o t a  a n d  I ' i n i a i i ) .  

( b )  Tlie two  l i e u t e n a n t - z o v e r n n r s  s h a l l  b e  c n l i s u l  t c d  i n  t ! ~ r  p r c - p a r a t  t o n  

o f  t!ie e x c c i ~ t l v c  h u d g e t  of t l i e  C o m , o n v c n l t h  r r s p c c l i n r  n a t t e r s  t t ~ n t  p e r t a i n  t o  

tiic d e l i v e r y  o f  s e r v i c e s  o n  t l i r i r  r r s r e c t i v c  i s l anc l= ; .  

( c )  Any a p p r o p r i a t i n n  s p c c l  f l c n l l y  t l en l iny .  brill1 Koln q,r l ' l n i . ~ r i  s l ~ n l l  I,<. 

u t i l i z c c l  f o r  s u c l i  purposc . s  a n d ,  e x c ~ ~ t  I n  rr3..r):rni:v, sl1;111 1101 I I C  t l i v r r t ~ . , :  1 . r ~  :illy 

o t l i r r  u s e .  I n  c n s c  o f  s u c l ~  t-rncrj:encv, f l ~ r  n p l , r o p r i n t  i ~ v i  n;Iv IN.  d l v c r t e c l  rlpon 

a p p r o v a l  I)y t h e  l e ~ i s l a t u r r  o f  t i l e  (:..mrnonwc.;iltl~ o f  ~ l i i .  ; :or t :~c.rr~ !Tar i n n n  I s l a n d s .  

( d )  T l ~ c  l i c u t e n a n t - r o v e r n o r : ;  s i i a 1 1  11r. a c c o r c l c d  p o s i t i o ~ i : ;  i n  1l1c p . o v c r n o r ' s  

c a b i n e t  o r  c o u n c i l  a n d  s h a l l  c o o r d i n a t e  t h r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r ~ i  C ~ ~ n m o n r a c a l t l ~  f u n c -  

t i o n s  o n  t h e i r  respective. i s l a n d s .  

F 
-669- - .  
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' SCRTHERN hlARIASAS 
COSSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL 
NO. 17 
O C T O B E 2 2 ,  1976 

PROPOSAL REGARDING THE 
LEGISLATIVEBRANCHOFGOVERNMENT 

1 . . It is proposed that a draft constitutional provision be 

prepared that does the following: 

(a) The upper house of the legislature of the Commonwealth 

of the Rorthern Mariana Islands shall be composed of four repre- 

sentatives elected from each of the municipalities of Saipan, 

Rota and Tinian. 

(b) The lower house of the legislature of the Commonwealth 

of the'~orthern blariana Islands shall be composed of a membership 

in the same manner as is the Mariana Islands District 

Legislature prior to ratification of this constitution. 

(c) All appropriations of the legislature of the Commonwealth 

of the Northern Mariana Islands will originate in the lower house 

and will be subject to approval by the upper house of the legisla- 

ture. 

(d) Appointments by the governor shall be made with the ad- 

vice and consent of the upper house of the legislature. 

(e )  Any member of the upper house of the legislature may 

introduce a bill or resolution pertaining exclusively to the needs 

and interests of the island that he represents and which will have 

application only in such island. . i * 



..--*-- -* ,  -L---. -.-LXIC..tl- 

Delegate Proposal N o .  1 7  
(Page 2 )  

of the upper house, the governor shall consult with the lieu- 

tenant-governor of the island concerned. 

* '. 
, Offered\ .Delegate, 



NOR ?HE RV NARIANAS 
CO::S T I  TLTI ONAL CCNVENTIW 

DELEGA78 PROPaSAL SO. 18 
OCTOBER 2 2 ,  1976 

PROPOSAL REGARLXNG C m F L I C T S  OF EMPLOYMENT BY 
PUBLIC OFFICIALS 

I t  i s  p r o p a s e d  t h a t  a  d r a f t  c o n s t f  t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  h. 

p r e p a r e d  w h i c h  d o e s  the f o l l o w i n g :  

( I )  P r o h i b i t s  a n y  member o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  j udge  or 

c a b i n e t  o f f i c e r  f r o m  s e r v i n g  a s  a  member o f  a n y  b o a r d  or c a n m i s s i o n  

o f  t k  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  o f  g o v e r n m n t .  

O f f e r r d  b y :  



NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL No. 1 9  
OCTOBER 2 2 ,  1 9 7 6  

PROPOSAL REGARDING THE 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT 

I t  i s  proposed t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  pro-  

v i s i o n  be  p r e p a r e d  w h i c h  d o e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1 )  P r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  
.. 

a n d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  o n  t h e  same b a l l o t  by t h e  e l i g i b l e  

v o t e r s  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  H a r i a n a  I s l a n d s ;  and 

2 )  P r o v i d e s  f o r  a p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  l a w  f o r  t h e  

s e l e c t i o n  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  g o v e r n o r  and 

l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .  

O f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e ,  

/ s l c a  r C . Rasa 



NORMERV EIARIANAS 
CONSTImIONAL CONVENTION 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL NO. 20 
OCTOBER 22 ,  1976 

PROPOSAL REChRDING HEALTH SERVICES AND SOCIAL WELFARE 

I t  is proposed t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  be p repa red  
C 

which does  t h e  f o l l o v i n g :  

(1) P r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  and promotion o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ;  

( 2 )  P rov ides  f o r  t h e  t r ea tmen t  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of  men ta l ly  and 

p h y s i c a l l y  handicapped p e r s o n s ;  

(3) P r o v i d e s  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  p e r s o n s  unab le  t o  ma in ta in  a s t a n d a r d  

of l i v i n g  compa t ib l e  w i t h  decency and h e a l t h ;  

(4 )  Sa fegua rds  w a t e r  and a i r  q u a l i t y  and t h e  g e n e r a l  environment;  

(5) Guaran tees  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  r e s i d e n t s  of s u b s t a n d a r d  a r e a s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of  housing t o  pe r sons  of  l o v  income; 

(6 )  G r a n t s  t h e  Commonwealth t h e  power t o  conse rve  and develop i t s  

n a t u r a l  beauty .  o b j e c t s  and p l a c e s  of  h i s t o r i c  o r  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  and 

t o  promote p h y s i c a l  good o r d e r ;  and 

(7 )  Au thor i zes  t h e  Commonwealth t o  impose r easonab le  r e g u l a t i o n s  on 

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  s o  a s  t o  accomplish  t h e  above o b j e c t i v  s .  P 

Offe red  



NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONS.TI TUTIONAL COWVEN TION 

- 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL b~ r ,2: 
OClVBER 22,  1976 . .- 

PROPOSAL REGARDING AGIGUAN ISLAND 

I t  is proposed t h a t  a  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  be prepared  

t h a t ' d o e s  the f o l l o w i n g :  

P l a c e s  Agiguan I s l a n d  (Goat  I s l a n d )  under  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  

the M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  T i n i a n  . 

O f f e r e d  bu L k l e u a t e s  



SORTHERY biARIXNAS 
7 
i. COSST I TUT I ON4L CONVENT I ON 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL 
NO. 22 
OCTOBE?~~, 1976 

PROPOSAL REGARDING THE 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT 

1t"is proposed that a draft constitutional provision be 
+ - .  

prepared that does the following: 
5 

Delegates to the lower house of the legislature shall be 

apportioned among electoral districts according to population, . 
provided however that each village in existence at the time of 

ratification of this constitution shall be entitled to repre- 
: 

sentation by at least one delegate. 

Offered by Delegate 

OSCAR C. KASA, SAIPAN 



Dmam PPROPOSAL NO. 23 
OCIOBER 22, 1976 

PRO- REGAFIDIIG 
DISPOSITION OF PUBLIC LSINDS 

1t is proposed that a draft constitutional provision be .. . . 

prepared that does the following: 

- (1) Recognizes that certain public lands are currently 
occupied by private citizens as residences; , 

(2) Defines occupancy to man uses for private purposes 

for not l&s than 20 years; 

(3 )  Requires the g - o v ~ f  to grant such public lands 

to the persons who currently occupy the m; 

' ( 4 )  This provision is excepted frm under the 

Constitutional provision pertaining to the statue of limitations 

for land mtters. 



SORTHERY FlARItUiAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL NO. 2 4  
OCTOBER 22 ,  1976 

PROPOSAL REGARDING EMINENT DOMAIN 

I t  is proposed  t h a t  a  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  h e  p r e p a r e d  

:which d o e s  t h e  r o l l o v i n g :  

(1) A u t h o r i z e s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  pove r  oi eminent  domain o n l y  vhcn  i t  

, i s  t h e  s o l e  menns a v a i l a b l e  t o  a ccompl i sh  a  v a l i d  p u b l i c  o b j e c t i v e ;  

(2 )  R e q u i r e s  t h e  condemning a u t h o r i t y  t o  expend c v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  

l e a s i n g  l a n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  d e p r i v i n g  i ts  owner o f  h i s  f e e  s i m p l e  i n t e r e s t ;  

(3) P r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  power o f  emlnent  domain may be e x e r c i s e d  o n l y  

upon t h e  payment o f  j u s t  compensa t ion  t o  t h e  o v n e r  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  

condemned ; 

( 4 )  Gunran t ec s  t h a t  t h e  p o v e r  o f  eminent  domain s h ; ~ l l  n o t  h e  e x r r c l s c d  

s o  a s  t o  d e p r i v e  any pe r son  o f  a l l  o f  h i s  real e s t a t e  v i t h i n  t h e  

Commonwealth; and 

(5) Imposes on t h e  Commonwealth Government t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e l o c a t e  

p e r s o n s  d i s p l a c e d  by t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  pove r  o f  eminent  domain. 



$ ;& NORTHERN MAR I A N A S  DELEGATE PROPOSAL NO. 2 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OCTOBER 22,  1976 

;?r 4 

3' ; .. m .  , n . . 
- ,i PROPOSAL REGARDING BILL OF R I G H T S  
.9 
' L , 

I t  is proposed t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p ro-  

v i s i o n  be' p r e p a r e d  t h a t  d o e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  
.? 

1 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  make n o  

l a w  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  r e l i g i o n  or pro-  

h i b i t  i ng  i ts  f r e e  e x e r c i s e ;  

2 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  make no  

l a w  a b r i d g i n g  t h e  freedom of speech  or of t h e  p r e s s ;  

3 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  make 

now l a w  a b r i d g i n g  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  p e o p l e  p u b l i c l y  t o  

assemb'le and t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  government f o r  a  r e d r e s s  of 

g r i e v a n c e s ;  

4 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  n o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  be  impr i soned  

f o r  d e b t  ; 

5 )  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  of c a p i t a l  punishment ;  

6 )  f o r b i d s  t h e  employment of c h i l d r e n  under  t h e  

a g e  of 14 y e a r s  i n  o c c u p a t i o n s  i n j u r i o u s  t o  h e a l t h  or m o r a l s  

o r  haza rdous  t o  l i f e  or l imb;  

7 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  a l l  c h i l d r e n  between 

* 
A t h e  a g e s  o f  6  and 16 y e a r s  s h a l l  b e  compulsory;  g 

8 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  no  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  

I": p r o p e r t y ,  income, p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n  or  any o t h e r  m a t t e r  bu t  

8 ! 



D e l e g a t e  P r o y ~ o s a l  No. 2 5  
P a g e  2 .  

a c i t i z e r l ' s  c i v i l  capac i . t y  ilrrd rvs idcncr  s h ~ l  1 I , + .  i r ! l p r l r ; ~ . r l  

: as a c o n d i t i o n  o f  v o t i n g .  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

* T s /  Olyrnpio T .  B o r j a  



NORTHERN MARIANAS DELEGATE PROPOSAL N O .  2 6  
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OCTOBER 2 2 ,  1976 

PROPOSAL REGARDING EMINENT DOMAIN 

I t  is p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o -  

v i s i o n  b e  p r e p a r e d  t h a t  d o e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1) p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  Commonwealth government  s h a l l  

h a v e  t h e  power  t o  t a k e  l a n d  f o r  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s  p r o v i d e d  
C 

t h a t  i f  t h e  condemned r e a l t y  i s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  mun ic i -  

p a l i t i e s  o f  T i n i a n  o r  R o t a ,  t h e  l o c a l  government o f  t h a t  

m u n i c i p a l i t y  must  g i v e  i t s  e x p r e s s  a p p r o v a l  t o  s u c h  t a k i n g .  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

/ s /  Olympio T .  B o r j a  



,.- --..- .. A .  .-.,iL': HARIANAS 
,--,.^-' 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL No. 77 
. -,.,a. - T U T i O N A L  CONVENTION OCTOBER 2 7 ,  1976  

I'ROPOSAL REGARDING EMINENT DOMAIN 

I t  is p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

p z v i s  i o n  b e  p r e p a r e d  t h a t  d o e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n p , :  

1) p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n -  
Z 

z e n t  s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  i t s  p o w e r  o f  e m i n e n t  domain  w i t h i n  

i b e  Commonwealth o n l y  a f t e r  g i v i n g  t h e  p r i o r  w r i t t e n  

z o ~ i c e s  t o  t h e  Not . th~r.1 Mariana Tslarlds g o v e r l ~ n ~ ~ n t  

r e q u i r e d  by A r t i c l e  VIII, S e c t i o n  806(b) of t h e  

C o v e n a n t  t o  E s t a b l i s h i n g  a Commonwealth o f  t h e  

N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  i n  P o l i t i c a l  Union  w i t h  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  America. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

/ s /  Olympio  T .  Eorja 



NORTHERN MAR1 ANAS DELEGATE PROPOSAL N O .  2 8  
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OCTOBER 2 2 ,  1 9 7 6  

PKOPO:;AI, HECAHII l  NC, 'l'lll; Z'I'A'l'lJS - 
Or THE CONSTlTUl'ION 

I t  is p roposed  t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

p r o v i s i o n  b e  p r e p a r e d  t h a t  does  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  .. 
N o r t h e r n  Mar i ana  I s l a n d s  s h a l l  b e  known a s  t h e  

"Marianas  Cons ti t u t i o n "  ; 

2 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  M a r i a n a s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

s h a l l  b e  t h e  supreme l a w  o f  t h e  Commonwealth s u b j e c t  

o n l y  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Covenant  a n d  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  a n d  

3 )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a n  ac t  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 

government  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  Mar i anas  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

i s  i n v a l i d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  

R e s p e c t  f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

E/ Olympio T .  B o r j a  



! ; 

[?, .W3THERI: !L4R I ASAS 
-X?SSTITUTIOS.AL CONVENTION 

1, , 
DELEGATE PROPOSAL NQ 29 
OCTOBER 2 4 ,  1976 

PROPOSAL REGARDING E L E C T I O N  PROCEDURES 

I t  is Groposed that a draft constitutional provision be 
Z 

k.: prepared that does the following: 

Those persons seeking candidacy for elective office in the 

C ~ z o n w e a l t h  of the Northern Mariana Islands shall be selected 

zs candidates by means of a primary election. 

v---- --JC-) -u 
T. Nanglona, Rota 



I t  is. p roposed  t h a t  a d r a f t  constituional p r o -  

vision be pre;>ai-cc? ti13 t does t h e  following: 

1. Provides that English shall be the official 

language of the -1th. 

I Tinian 4 



I t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t i t ~ i i o n a l  

- - r r sLcr .  b e  . ~ l - c p ~ l - e d  t l ~ a  t does  tile i o J . 1 0 ~ .  j.ng : 

* 
.' . 

1. Guarantees t r i a l  by jury in c iv i l  and criminal 

p r o -  

cases. 

orrered by:\ 
Jose R. Cruz, Tinian 



.1 

?! 1. 
i': 
I;, I t  i s  11rolx)scd t h a t  n d r a  r t  c o n s t i t ~ ~ i o n a l  p r o -  
& 
6 .  v i s i o n  ' Ilc pi-cpar(-.c: t h ; i t  J O C S  the- f o l l o \ ~ i ~ l g :  
$i .. 
8.. . 

1. Prohibits the creation of units of local govenunent; 

and 

2 .  Provides that a l l  local matters sha l l  be subject to 

the 'authority of the Ccmmrwealth g o v e m t  . 

Offered by: 



.. .. ..-A 

-';\"?L4RIAXAS DELEGATE PROPOSAL NO. 33 
CE!SYI!TLrT'IOSXL CONVENTION OCTOBER 24, 1976 

PROPOSAL REGARDING T E  
H OF GOVERNMENT 

It i <  proposed that a draft constitutional provision be 

pre3ared - that does the following : 

The governor, vice-governor, and lieutenant-governors shall 
i 

1 serve no more than two consecutive terms o f  office. 

' f 

\ s 

i 
t 

! 
$ 

-689- 

' 



NOR.TWERN ~ ~ A I I  I ANAS I I O S  N O  34 
CONS1'T'l'II'I'IONAI, C O N V  IiN'I' I ON O ( ~ ' l ~ O I ~ l ~ 1 ~  2 2 .  l ! ) 7 0  

P R O P O S A L  IIEGARll IN(; GOVEKNM1;N'I'AL 1 NS'I'I 'I'U'I' IONS f; . 
: '* 
$J.  
.r 

*: 

It is proposed that a draft constitutional provision 

k e  prepared that does the following: 

.. Prohibits government employees from joining or 
, '. 

organizing unions or participating in strikes. 



v i s i n a  hc 1) r r : ) a rcd  I-11::t t l oc s  t h e  1.01 lo:\ . . ing: 

P r o v i d c s  t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  g o v c r n n e i l t  o f  T i n i a n  

s h a l l  h n v t  c x c l ~ ~ s j v c  c o n t  1.01 o f  n l  l ft111~ls r C s r I  YCJ [.or t.11~. 

u + c  o f  'l'i l l i an  i n  cap;  t a l  i n ~ p r o i ~ c n ~ c n t  p r o j c c t s  un2c.r  !!I t i c l  c,  

V I I ,  s e c t i o n  7 0 2 ( 1 ) )  of-  thc  C o v e n a n t .  
'I'hc rllunic ip.7 1 g o v c r n ~ n r . ~ ~ t  o f  

)!~t:l s11:111 c x e r c i s e  t h e  same c o l i t r o l  ovc-r  f u n d s  r c s c r ~ c t l  tu j : .  

Of f e rcd  b y :  



PFOPOSAT, RM;IUIDDJG THE OFFICE OF PUELIC AUDITOR 

v i s i d ; ~  b e  j)rc1)~1 rccl tI1:11 docs t h e  1-01 l o w i n g  : .. 

1. Provides that there shall be a public auditor, appointed 

by the governor with the advice and consent of the lqislature, who 

shall serve for a term of four(4) years and thereafter until a 

suc~essor is appointed and c o n f M ;  

2.  Provides that the public auditor shall be free f rm the 

administrative control of any ,nerson :3r authority in the Fformanc-! 

of his furctions and duties specified or provided for in this 

Constitution; 

3. Provides that the public auditor shall inspect and audit 

a l l  public accounts and shall report Ele r e s u l t  of llis inspections and 

audits to the legislature a t  least once a year, and have such 

additional funtions and duties as m y  be prescribed by law; 

4 .  Provides that the jurisdiction of the public auditor 

shall extend to all branches, departments, agencies, and statutory 

authorities of the Canmiwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and to 

other public entities receiving public funds from the Cmmmealth of 

the Ncrthern Marimas; and 

5. Provides that the 1egisLature my, by -thirds (2/3) 

vote of the entire upper house ( s e n a t e ) ,  remove t h e  p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  from 

offi'ce at any t h  for cause and that in such event, the chief 



- -. - 

Delegate Proposal No. 36 
Page 2.  

acting public auditor to serve until such 

t k ~  a the governor, with the advice and consent of the legislature, 

e i n + s  a successor. 

Offered by: f-iZl 



P R O P O S A L  R E G A R D I N G  LAND A L I E N A ' T I O N  

% : 
I t  is proposed that a constitutional provision be 

i '; 
.:, d r a f t 4  that does the following: 
i i  ' .- 
1 , .  1. Provides that no corporation not wholly-owned 
ti; 
I; by pe-rsons of Northern Mariana Islands descent may own land 

in the Commonwealth during the first 25 years of the Common- 
;. , 
I :  ; . wealth. 



=ZT<E KT !-L\R I ANAS 
CSSTITUTIOSAL CONVENTION 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL N0.38 
OCTOBER 23, 1976 

PROPOSAL REGARDING EDUCATION 

_. . 
It i~'~roposed that a draft constitutional provision be pre- 

zrred that does the following: 

. b y  grade system legislatively adopted shall be at least 

equivalent in number of grades to that in operation prior to 

~ 2 e  ratification of the Constitution of the Northern Mariana 

Islands. 

Offered by Delegates 

Prudencio Wanglona, Rota 



. 

NORTHERN MAR I ANAS I)III,l~GA'I'E I'ROI'OSAI, NO. 39 
COKSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OCTOBER 23, 1976 

PROPQSAL REGARD-RS n F  THE 
M E D I W D  DENTAI.  PRQlX!STONs 

-: It is proposed that a constitutional provision be 
C 

drafted'that does the following: 

1. Provides that members of the medical and dental 

professions who are licensed to practice in the Northern 

Mariana Islands prior to establishment of the Commonwealth may 

continue to practice their professions after establishment 

of the Commonwealth; 

2. That the legislature may provide for the 

1icens.ing of new members of the medical and dental 

professions after estahlishmcnt o f  tlie Commonwealth. 

Submitted by Delegate 
- .. 

- 

Francisco T. Palacios, S a i p z  i'. 
Q 



SORTWERN MARIANAS 
- COSSTINTIONAL CONVENTION 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL NO. 40 
OCTOBER 23. 1976 

PROPOSAL REGARDING TAUTION AND FINANCE 
.. 

I t  is  proposed t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o ~ ~  be 

prepared which does  t h e  fol lowing:  

(1) Provides  t h a t  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  e s t a b l i s h  a Bank of  t h e  

Commonwealth ; 

(2) P rov ides  t h a t  the  genera l  revenues of t h e  Northern Hariana 

I s l a n d s  government be  depos i t ed  i n  t h e  Bank o f  t h e  Couunonwealth; 

( 3 )  Provides  t h a t  the  Bank of  t h e  Commonwealth be superv i sed  by 

a Board of Governors who shi l l1  determine the  Bank's p o l i c i e s .  t h e  number 

of members of t h e  Board of  Governors t o  be determined by l a v ;  

(4) P rov ides  t h a t  members of  t h e  Board of &vernors  be appo in ted  by 

the  Governor of t h e  Connnonwealth of  the  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  arid wi th  

t h e  advice  and consen t  of t h e  upper house of  t h r  Northern Hariana I s l a n d s  

l e g i s l a t u r e ;  

(5) P rov ides  t h a t  members of t h e  Board of Governors a r e  c i t i z e n s  

of  the  United S t a t e s ,  be  a t  l e a s t  35 y e a r s  o f  age. r e s l d e n t s  of t h e  Northern 

Mariana I s l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  appointment,  and 

n o t  s e r v i n g  a sen tence  f o r  conv ic t ion  of a f e lony .  

( 6 )  Prov ides  t h a t  s a l a r i e s  of  t h e  members of t h e  Board of Governors 

be determined by t h e  Governor of  t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Northern Hariana 

I s l a n d s .  

Of fe red  by :- --- 
F r n n c i ~ c o  T. Pn lac ios  



NORTHERN MARIANAS DELEGATE PROPOSAL NO. 4 1  3 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OCTOBER 2 3 ,  1976 1 

1 J 

1. R E C W T N G  GO-TAT, IUITUTIONS .o .. i 

. I t  i s  p roposed  t h a t  a d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

p r o v i s i o n  be  p r e p a r e d  t h a t  does  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

E s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Sa ipan  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  

c a p i t a l . o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  Nor thern  Mariana  I s l a n d s .  

O f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e ,  

' I  a 
, '  .-,? /,,;.,.,,(, ,:.-.' ,' 

.,- L -  
1 , /  . , . C 

Manuel A .  Teno r io  



, .  . -  - - -  --*-- 

S?2T!iER': ~~l.lRlt\N:lS DLL,I'(;ATE PROI'OSAL NO. 42 
CCSSTITUI'IOSAL COSL'EN'r 1 ON OC'I'OIJI'R 2 3 , 1 9 7 6 

PFoKEAL REGAmINGTHE 
m 

I t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u i o n a l  p r o -  

v i s i o n  be p r e p a r e d  t h a t  d o e s  t h e  f o l l o ~ ~ i n g :  

1. Pruvides that the Office of Ccrrqrtroller shall be 

aeatd, leaving to the Conventian the decision as to the of 

selecting the ocnptroller. 

Offered by: $tfLt b m n  G. ~?l*- Vll lacq$zr'  

MPan L --- - 

i 

I 
i 



I t  i s  p x p x e d  that a draft oonstituticnal prwision be 

prepared which does the follckling: 

(1) D i r e c t s  the Northern Marianas cammmealth Legislature 

to provide by law for the protection and education of the people 

against harmful and unfair business practiozs. 

oae R. Cruz, Tlnien P O f f e r e d  by: 

Crejforio S. Calvo, Rota a 
.,' 



S:?T?ESY !WRIANAS DELEGATE PROPOSAL N0.44 
,, '.'S; ,- T ITUTIOXAL CONVENTION OCTOBER 23, 1976 

PROPOSAL REGARDING EDUCATION 

It is proposed that a constitutional provision be 

Zrzfted; that does the following: 

: 1. Provides for mandating free public primary 

e2:cation through the ninth grade; 

2. Gives authority to the legislature to deal 

~ i i h  the problem of age limits and adult education. 

Submitted by delegate 

Manuel A. Tenorio, Saipan 
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