
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
of t h e  

NORTHERN I R I A N A  ISLANDS 

VERBATIM JOURNAL (TRANSCRIPT) 

ELEVENTH DAY 
Thursday, October 28, 1976 

(1) The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  was c a J e d  t o  
o r d e r  a t  2:05 p.m. * 

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s i d e d .  

(2) A moment o f  s i l e n t  p r a y e r  was observed.  

(3) The Convention S e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  There were 37 Delega tes  p r e s e n t .  
Delega tes  Danie l  P. Castro 'and Joaquin  S. Tor res  were excused. No Delega tes  were 
a b s e n t .  

F loo r  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  t hose  Delega tes  no t  i n  a t t endance  be  gran ted  l e a v e  
of  absence.  

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

(4 )  ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL 

F loo r  Leader Rasa: I move t h a t  we adopt  t h e  Summary J o u r n a l  f o r  t h e  1 0 t h  Day. 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d  t o  adopt  t h e  Summary J o u r n a l  f o r  t h e  1 0 t h  
Day. 

(Delegz te  J caqu in  S. T o r r e s  e n t e r e d  t h e  Ccnvention H e l l . )  

(5) COMMUNICATIONS - None. 

(6)  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Chairman J o s e  P. Mafnas: I would l i k e  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  your  Committee on Governmental 
I n s t i t u t i o n s  i s  now d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  execu t ive  branch of  t h e  government. I a l s o  
have s e v e r a l  De lega t e  P roposa l s  which have been d isposed  of by your  Committee. 
Regarding De lega t e  Proposa l  No. 75, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding P u b l i c  O f f i c i a l s . " ,  
t h e  Committee has  set t h e  age f o r  Sena to r  a t  30 y e a r s  minumum and t h e  age  
f o r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  25 y e a r s  minumum age.  . 

Delega te  Proposa l  No. 76, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s . " ,  
i t  was ag reed  t h a t  a l l  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  b e  open t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
excep t  on h i g h l y  s e n s i t i v e  i s s u e s .  

On Delega t e  Proposa l  No. 62, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Immunity.", t h e  
Committee h a s  dec ided  t o  a c c e p t  t h i s .  

Delega te  P roposa l  No. 61, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding t h e  Leg i s l a tu re . " ,  
r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  Sena te  and House of  Represen t a t i ve s  s h a l l  be  c a l l e d  "The Marianas 
Congress." Your Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  h a s  t e n t a t i v e l y  decided 
t o  c a l l  t h i s  body "The Northern Marianas Commonwealth L e g i s l a t u r e . "  I have 
r e s e r v a t i o n s  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  conc lus ion .  

On Delega te  Proposa l  No. 17 ,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
Branch of  Government.", your  Committee h a s  agreed  t e n t a t i v e l y  t h a t  t h e  upper house 
w i l l  be  c a l l e d  "The House of  Senate" and w i l l  be composed of  t h r e e  Sena tors  from 
T i n i a n ,  t h r e e  Sena to r s  from Saipan and t h r e e  S e n a t o r s  from Rota.  The lower house,  
"The House of Represen ta t i ve s , "  w i l l  be composed of 30 members; 25 from Saipan,  
3 from Rota and 2 from T in i an .  Also r ega rd ing  t h i s  P roposa l ,  your  Committee has  
t e n t a t i v e l y  ag reed  t h a t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  should  o r i g i n a t e  i n  t h e  lower house 
and w i l l  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  app rova l  by t h e  upper house. 

Chairman F e l i p e  A t a l i g :  I would l i k e  t o  y i e l d  t h e  f l o o r  t o  Delega te  Manuel Tenor io  
f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  and Na tu ra l  
Resources.  
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Delega te  Manuel Tcno r io :  The Committee on Pe r sona l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources  
h a s  d e l i b e r a t e d  on t h e  p r o v i s i o n  on I n i t i a , t i v c  t h a t  had been r e - r e f e r r e d  t o  t he  
Committee by Committee of t h e  Whole y e s t e r d a y .  The Conunittee h a s  ag r eed  t o  
recommend t h e  f i r s t  P roposa l  t h a t  was 0 f fe re .d  t o  t h e  Convention r e q u i r i n g  twcnty 
p e r c e n t  (20%) of  t h e  t o t a l  number of q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  Commonwealth. 

Chairman B e n i m o  F i t i a l :  Your Committee on F inance ,  Loca l  Government and Other  
M a t t e r s  w i l l  make no r e p o r t  a t  t h i s  tirue. 

(7)  INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF PROPOSALS 

De lega t e  Juan  S.  Demapan i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  P r o p o s a l  No. 112,  e n t i t l e d  
"Proposa l  Regard ing  Land." The P r o p o s a l  was r e a d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  

6 

Delega t e s  Olympio T. Bor ja  and J o s e  S. Bo r j a  i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  P roposa l  
No. 113 ,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding Sovere ign  Immunity." The I ' roposal w a s  
r e a d  by De l ega t e  Olympio T. Bor ja .  

De l ega t e s  Manuel A. Tenor io ,  L u i s  M. Limes, J o s e  S. B o r j a ,  F r a n c i s c o  T. 
P a l a c i o s ,  Juan  S. Demapan, F e l i x  A. Ayuyu, Henry U .  Hofschne ider  and Juan P. 
Tenor io  i n t r o d u c e d  Delegate '  P roposa l  No. 114,  e n t i t l e d  "P roposa l  Kegarding 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Matters." The P roposa l  was r ead  by t h e  Convent ion S e c r e t a r y .  

D e l e g a t e s  Manuel A. Tenor io ,  Lu i s  M. Limes, F r a n c i s c o  T. P a l a c i o s ,  J o s e  
S. B o r j a ,  Juan  S. Demapan, Henry U .  Hofschne ider ,  H i l a r i o  J .  Diaz and Juan  P. 
Tenor io  i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  P roposa l  No. 115 ,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding 
Land Use." The P r o p o s a l  was r ead  by t h e  Convent ion S e c r e t a r y .  

De l ega t e s  Manuel A .  Tenor io ,  L u i s  M. Limes, Henry U.  Hofschne ider ,  Leon 
Ta i s acan ,  Dan i e l  C a s t r o ,  Lorenzo I. Guer re ro  and Juan  P. Teno r io  i n t roduced  
De l ega t e  P roposa l  No. 116,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding N a t u r a l  Resources ."  
The P roposa l  was r e a d  by t h e  Convention S e c r e t a r y .  

De l ega t e s  Manuel A. Tenor io ,  L u i s  M. Limes, Leon I. Ta i s acan ,  Lorenzo I. 
Guer re ro  and Juan  P. Tenor io  i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  P r o p o s a l  No. 117,  e n t i t l e d  
"Proposa l  Regarding N a t u r a l  Resources ."  The P roposa l  was r e a d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r j .  

De l ega t e s  Benigno R.  F i t i a l  and Pedro I g i t o l  i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  P r o p o s a l  
No. 118, e n t i t l e d  "P roposa l  Regarding t h e  Nor thern  Marianas  Youth Congress ."  
The P roposa l  was r e a d  by Delcga te  F i t i a l .  

De l ega t e s  Benigno R. F i t i a l  and Pedro I g i t o l  i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  P r o p o s a l  
No. 119 ,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding P u b l i c  D i s c l o s u r e s  by E l e c t e d  O f f i c i a l s . "  
The P roposz l  was r e a d  by Delega te  F i t i a l .  

De l ega t e s  Benigno R.  F i t i a l  and Pedro  I g i t o l  i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  P roposa l  
No. 120,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding P u b l i c  D i s c l o s u r e  of t h e  Budget." The 
P r o p o s a l  was r e a d  by De l ega t e  F i t i a l .  

De l ega t e  Benigno R.  F i t i a l  and Pedro  I g i t o l  i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  P r o p o s a l  
No. 121 ,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s . "  The P roposa l  
was r e a d  by De l ega t e  F i t i a l .  

De lega te  F r a n c i s c o  T. P a l a c i o s  i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  P r o p o s a l  No. 122 ,  e n t i t l e d  
"Proposal  Regard ing  P u b l i c  Land. " 

De lega t e s  Herman Q. ~ u e r r e r o  and Magdalena Camacho i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  P r o p o s a l  
No. 123,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding Employment and Cond i t i ons  of  Labor." 

De l ega t e s  Herman Q .  Guerrero and Magdelena Camacho i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  
P r o p o s a l  No. 124,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding t h e  Imprisonment of  Chi ld ren ."  

De l ega t e s  Herman Q.  Guerrero and Plagdalena Canlacho i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  
P r o p o s a l  No. 125,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding Ch i ld  Labor." 

Delegates tHerman Q.  Guerrero and l iagdalena Camacho i n t r o d u c e d  De l ega t e  
P r o p o s a l  No. 126, e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding t h e  S t r u c t u r e  of  Government." 

REFERRAL OF PROPOSALS 

De lega t e  P r o p o s a l  No. 75, e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding P u b l i c  O f f i c i a l s . " ,  
was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  
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Delegate Proposal No. 76, entitled "Proposal Regarding Covernmcntal 
I I Institutions. , was referred to the Cornmitree on Governmental Institutions. 

Delegate Proposal No. 77, entitled "Proposal Regarding Code of Ethics.", was 
referred to the Committee on Governmental Institutions. 

Delegate Proposal No. 78, entitled "Proposal Regarding Capital Punishment.", 
was referred to the Committee onpersonal Rights & Natural Resources. 

Delegate Proposal No. 79, entitled "Proposal Regarding Private Employer.", 
was referred to the Committee on Personal Rights & Natural Resources. 

Delegate Proposal No. 80, entitled "Proposal Regarding the Bill of Rights", 
was referred to the Committee on Personal Rights & Natural Resources. 

Delegate Proposal No. 81, entitled "Proposal Regarding Land.", was referred 
to the Committee on Personal Rights & Natural Resources. 

Delegate Proposal No. 82, entitled "Proposal Regarding Extradition.", was 
referred to the Committee on Governmental Institutions. 

Delegate Proposal No. 83, entitled "Proposal Regarding Apportionment in 
the House of Representatives.", was referred to the Committee on Governmental 
Institutions. 

Delegate Proposal No. 84, entitled "Proposal Regarding Pub1.i~ Land.", was 
referred to the Committee on Personal Rights & Natural Resources. 

Delegate Proposal No. 85, entitled I1Failure.to Make Appropriations.", was 
referred to the Committee on Governmental Institutions. 

Delegate Proposal No. 86, entitled "Proposal Regarding Oath of Office.", 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, Local Government and Other Matters. 

Delegate Proposal No. 87, entitled "Proposa lRega rd ingEx i s t i ng  Officers 
Continued in Office.", was referred to the Committee on Governmental Lnstitutio~s. 

Delegate Proposal No. 88, entitled "Proposal Regarding Public Employees.", 
was referred to the cdmmittee on Personal Rights & Natural Reso~lrces. 

Delegate Proposal No. 89, entitled "Proposal Regarding Sea Fisheries.", 
was referred to the Committee on Personal Rights & Natural Resources. 

Delegate Proposal No. 90, entitled "Proposal Regarding the Legislative 
Branch of Government." was referred to the Committee on Governmental Institutions. 

Delegate Proposal No.. 91, entitled "Proposal Regarding the Office of 
Ombudsman.", was referred to the Cornmitttee on Govenmental Institutions. 

Delegate Proposal No. 92, entitled "Proposal Regarding Revenue from Natural 
Resources.", was referred to the Committee on Personal Rights & Natural Resources. 

Delegate Proposal No. 93, entitled "Proposal Regarding Justification of 
Governmental Programs. ", was ref erred to the Committee on Governmental Institutions. 

Delegate Proposal No: 94, entitled "Proposal Regarding Personal Rights.", 
was referred to the Committee on Personal Rights & Natural Resources. 

- Delegate Proposal No. 95, entitled "Proposal Regarding Finance, Local 
Government and Other Matters. 

Delegate Proposal No. 96, entitled "Proposal Regarding Official Flag.", was 
referred to the Committee on Governmental Institutions. 

Delegate Proposal No. 97, entitled "Proposal Kegarding Governmental 
Institutions.", was referred to the Committee on Governmental Institutions. 

Delegate Proposal No. 98, entitled "Proposal ~e~arding Ombudsmen. ", was 
referred to the Committee on Governmental Institutions. 



Delegate  P roposa l  No. 99 ,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Nicronesian Claims 
Act.",  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Pe.rsona1 R igh t s  & Natura l  Resources .  

Delegate  Proposa l  No. 100,  e n t i t l e d  " P r o p o s a l . ~ e g a r d i n g  t h e  D i f f e r e n t  Orders  
of Court.",  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Covernmcntal I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Delegate  P roposa l  No. 101,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding t h e  J u r i s d i c t i o n  
o f  t h e  'Supreme Cour t '  of t h e  Commonwealth.", was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on 
Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Delega te  P roposa l  No. 102, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding t h e  Nat ive Language 
o f  t h e  Commonwealth of  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l ands . " .  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
Committee on F inance ,  Local  Government and Other  Ma t t e r s .  6 

Delega te  P roposa l  No. 103,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding C o n f l i c t s  of 
I n t e r e s t . " ,  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Delegate  Proposa l  No. 104 ,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding B i l l  of Rights ." ,  
was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  R igh t s  & Natu ra l  Resources.  

Delega te  P roposa l  No. 105,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding t h e  Cons t i t u t i ons . " ,  
was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m i t t e e  on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Delega te  Proposa l  No. 106,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding Employment o f  
M i n o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  Labor Force.",  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  R igh t s  
& Natu ra l  Resources .  

Delega te  P roposa l  No. 107,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding Na tu ra l  Resources.". 
was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  committee on Pe r sona l  R igh t s  & Natu ra l  Resources.  

Delega te  P roposa l  No. 108,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Oath of Of f i ce . " ,  
was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m i t t e e  on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Delega te  P roposa l  No. 109,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposes a  P r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  Commonwealth 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  That  t h e  Following be  Inc luded  i n  t h e  Loca l  Government.". was 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on F inance ,  Loca l  Government and Other  Mat~ers. 

Delegate  P roposa l  No. 110,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  A P r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  Commonwealth 
Execut ive  Branch.", was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Delega te  Proposa l  No. 111, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Chamorro Language 
Requirement f o r  Government Jobs ." ,  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Governmental 
I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

(8) SECOND AND FINAL READING OF PROPOSALS - None 

(9)  INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

Delega te  F e l i p e  A t a l i g :  I would l i k e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  fo l l owing  r e s o l u t i o n s :  

"Resolut ion No. 2: 

"Resolved, t h a t  t h e  NorthernMarianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention is  
awafe of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  any l and  on T in i an  which has  been l ea sed  t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s  is  p u b l i c l y  owned l a n d ,  n o t  l and  taken  from p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s ,  
and r e so lved  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  Convention w i l l  t a k e  n o t e  of t h i s  f a c t  i n  
cons ide r ing  any p roposa l  r e l a t i n g  t o  p r i v a t e l y  owned land  on Tin ian ."  . 
"Resolut ion No. 3: 

"Resolved, t h a t  t h e  Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention, o f f e r s  
i t s  b e s t  wishes  t o  t h e  most wide ly  known c i t i z e n  of  P l a i n s ,  Georgia ,  Jimmy 
C a r t e r .  I '  

(10) UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
I 

(11) SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY 

C\lainnan Benigno F i t i a l :  I would l i k e  t o  move t h a t  Conunittcc Recommendation No, l  
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from t h e  Committee on F i n a n c e ,  Loca l  Governrnent and Other  P l a t t e r s ,  r e g a r d i n g  
" C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendment," b e  p l a c e d  on t h e  c a l e n d a r  f o r  Second and F i n a l  Reading 
tomorrow, October  29,  1976.  

The motion was seconded  and d e f e a t e d .  

(12)  GENEPAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

F l o o r  Leader  Rasa: I move t h a t  t h e  Convent ion r e s o l v e  i n t o  t h e  Committee o f  
t h e  Whole i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s i d e r  Committee Reconmendation No. 2 from t h e  Committee 
o n  Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  r e g a r d i n g  "The J u d i c i a l  Branch o f  Government.'' 

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  q 

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro :  I would l i k e  t o  c a l l  on t h e  D e l e g a t e  from S a i p a n ,  D e l e g a t e  
Olympio T. B o r j a  t o  C h a i r  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole f o r  today .  

The Convent ion r e s o l v e d  i n t o  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole a t  2:26 p.m. 

The Convention reconvened  i n  P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  a t  3 :11 p.m. 

Chairman Olympio T. B o r j a :  I would l i k e  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole, 
a f t e r  thorough d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  h a s  unanimously  adop ted  Committee Recommendation No. 2 
f rom t h e  Committee o n  Governmental  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  r e g a r d i n g  "The J u d i c i a l  Branch 
o f  Government. " 

Chairman Olympio T. B o r j a :  I now would l i k e  t o  move t h a t  t h e  Convent ion a c c e p t  
my o r a l  r e p o r t  on Committee o f  t h e  Whole and  t h a t  Committee Recommendation No. 2 
f rom t h e  committee on Governmental  I n s t i t u t i o n s  b e  p l a c e d  on t h e  c a l e n d a r  f o r  
Second and F i n a l  Reading.  

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro :  I would l i k e  t o  c a l l  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  D e l e g a t e s ,  
t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Rule  4 7 ,  i f  t h e r e  a r e  any amendments, t h e s e  s h o u l d  b e  i n  
w r i t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t e d  p r i o r  t o  such  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

Chairman Benigno F i t i a l :  What i s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  C h a i r  r e g a r d i n g  Committee 
Recommendation No. 4 :  ' C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amcndncnts, f rom t h e  Committee on F i n a n c e ,  
L o c a l  Government and  O t h e r  M a t t e r s .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  Committee Recommendation No. 4 :  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendments, 
f rom t h e  Committee o n  F i n a n c e ,  L o c a l  Government and O t h e r  M a t t e r s ,  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  
as a n  amendment t o  Committee Recommendation No. 1: C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendments, 
p r e v i o u s l y  s u b m i t t e d  by your  Committee. T h i s  amendment w i l l  have t o  b e  o f f e r e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  Second Reading s i n c e  Committee RecommendationNo. l w a s a l r e a d y  a d o p t e d ,  unamended, 
d u r i n g  i t s  F i r s t  Reading.  . 

Chairman Benigno F i t i a l :  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was u n d e r s t o o d  i n  my p r e v i o u s  mot ion 
t h a t  I was n o t  a s k i n g  f o r , a d o p t i o n  o f  Committee Recommendation No. 4 ,  I was a s k i n g  
t h a t  i t  b e  p l a c e d  on t h e  c a l e n d a r  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  Any amendment t o  a Committee Recommendation t h a t  h a s  a l r e a d y  
b e e n  adop ted  d u r i n g  i t s  F i r s t  Reading h a s  t o  b e  made a t  t h e  Second Reading.  

(13) MISCELLANEOUS 

D e l e g a t e  J u a n  S.  Demapan: I would l i k e  t o  make a few remarks .  

M r .  P r e s i d e n t  and  f e l l o w  D e l e g a t e s .  The r e c e n t  d e c i s i o n s  t o  r e f e r  Committee 
Recommendation No. 3: I n i t i a t i v e ,  Referendum and R e c a l l ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  House on a m a t t e r  t h a t  may seeming ly  a f f e c t  
t h e  Commonwealth a t  a p o i n t  i n  t i m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

M r .  P r e s i d e n t  and f e l l o w  D e l e g a t e s ,  t h e  major  problem we now f a c e  is t h a t  we 
are n o t  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  Commonwealth as a whole  b u t  r a t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  o f  p e o p l e .  I f  
t h i s  chamber c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r ,  I a m  s o r r y  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  
s u p p o s e d l y  one Comn~onwealth, one p e o p l e ,  is g o i n g  t o  h e l l .  What i s  p a s t  i s  p a s t  -- 
i t ' s  t h e  f u t u r e  we l o o k  i n t o .  1 , f o r  o n e , s t r o n g l y b e l i e v e  i n  a Commonwealth. 



For  o n l y  when t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r i n g  t y p e s  o f  governments and n a t i o n s  can t h e r e  bc 
a compromise. I'he Nor thern  Plarianas i s  onc Cottmlonwcalth and n o t h i n g  e l s e .  We s h a l l  
a l l  l o o k  u l t i m a t e l y  f o r  one d i r e c t i o n .  For  i f  I wcre  i n  a f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y  a t  
one f u t u r e  d a t e  and someone asked  me where I from, f o r  s u r e  I  won'^ s a )  I ' m  
f rom Rota ,  b u t  from t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  Nor thern  Plar ianas .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I o n l y  
u r g e  e a c h  o n e  o f  you t o  t h i n k  Commonwealth. 

l 'hank you.  

D e l e g a t e  J o s e  R.  Cruz: I f  someone asked me where I a m  from, I am go ing  t o  
c e r t a i n l y  answer ,  f r o m t h e  Marianas .  But t h e n  I might s a y  t h a t  I r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  p e o p l e  o f  T i n i a n .  

* 
(14) ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chairman Benigno F i t i a l :  The C,ornmittee on F i n a n c e ,  L o c a l  Government and Other  
Matters w i l l  meet a t  9:00 a . m .  tomorrow morning.  

Chairman J o s e  P .  Mafnas: The Committee on Governmental  I n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  meet 
tomorrow m o r n i n g a t  9:00 a.m. i n  t h e  Convent ion H a l l .  

Chairman F e l i ~ e  A t a l i g :  The Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  & N a t u r a l  Resources  
w i l l  a l s o  meet tomorrow morning a t  9:00 a . m .  

Convent ion S e c r e t a r y :  M r .  Rudy Sab lan ,  P u b l i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e r ,  is i n  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  making b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h e s  of a l l  t l ie  D e l e g a t e s  and a l s o  a 
p i c t o r i a l  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  p roceed ings .  He would l i k e  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  t o  p r e p a r e  
t h e i r  own b i o g r a p h i c a l ' s k e t c h e s  and g i v e  them t o  him. 

D e l e g a t e  Juan  DLG. Demapan: I move t h a t  t h e  Convent ion r e c e s s  u n t i l  2:00 p.m. 
tomorrow a f t e r n o o n .  

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

The Converrticn r e c e s s e d  et 3:20 p.m. 

~ e s ~ e c t f u l 3  s u b m i t t e d ,  

Convention S e c r e t a r y  V 


