
October 29, 1976 

AGENDA 

Restrictions on Land Alienation 

What general defirlitions of the terms used in the 

Covenant should be provided in the Constitution? 

A. Definition of the term "acquisition". 

Alternative 1: A provision that includes 

within the term "acquisition" 

all transfers - -  by sale, gift, 

inheritance and mortgage fore- 

closure 

Alternative 2: A provision that excludes 

situations in which a person 

becomes the owner of land 

through inheritance 

Alternative 3: A provision that excludes 

temporarily situations in which a -- 

person becomes the owner of land 

through inheritance but requires 

that person to sell the land to a 

qualified owner within 10 (or 

some other number) of years 

Alternative 4: A provision that excludes situa- 

tions in which a person becomes 

the owner of land through fore- 

closure of a mortgage 



Alternative 5: A provision that excludes temporarily 

situations in which a person 

becomes the owner of land through 

foreclosure of a mortgage but 

requires that person to sell 

to a qualified owner within 10 

(or some other number) of years 

Alternative 6: A provision that excludes both 

inheritance and mortgage foreclosure 

Alternative 7: A provision that excludes temporarily 

both inheritance and mortgage fore- 

closure 

B. Definition of the term "interest in real property". 

Alternative 1: A provision that limits the interests 

in real property to ownership and 

leases 

Alternative 2: A provision that includes ownership, 

leases, easements and equitable 

interests (trusts, covenants, etc.) 

C. Definition of the term "long term1' interest. 

Alternative 1: leases of 30 years (or some other 

number of years) or more 

A1ternat:jve 2: leases of 30 years (or some other --- 

number of years) or more unless 

the legislature provides for some 

shorter period 



A l t e r n a t i v e  3 :  l e a s e s  o f  10 y e a r s  ( o r  some o t h e r  

number o f  y e a r s )  o r  more u n l e s s  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  

l o n g e r  p e r i o d  

A l t e r n a t i v e  4 :  l e a s e s  o f  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  10  y e a r s  

nor  more t h a n  30 y-ears  a s  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  

D .  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  "Nor thern  Mar ianas  Descent" .  

A l t e r n a t i v e  1: A p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  o n e -  

f o u r t h  ( o r  some o t h e r  p e r c e n t a g e )  

Chamorro o r  C a r o l i n i a n  b lood  

A l t e r n a t i v e  2 :  A p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  i n c l u s i o n  

i n  t h e  1973 Nor the rn  Mar ianas  

c e n s u s  o r  d i r e c t  d e s c e n t  from 

someone who was s o  l i s t e d  

A l t e r n a t i v e  3 :  A p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  United 

S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s h i p  and b i r t h  i n  

t h e  Nor the rn  Mariana I s l a n d s  

A l t e r n a t i v e  4 :  A p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  c o n t a i n s  a l l  o r  

any two o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  a l t e r -  

n a t i v e s .  

11. Wha.t p r o v i s i o n  s h o u l d  be made w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  

ownership  o f  l a n d  by c o r p o r a t i o n s ?  

A l t e r n a t i v e  1: A p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  p r o h i b i t s  c o r p o r a t i o n s  

from owning l a n d  b u t  p e r m i t s  any 

c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  l e a s e  l a n d  



A l t e r n a t i v e  2 :  A p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  p e r m i t s  o n l y  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  

t h e  Commonwealth t o  own l a n d  

A l t e r n a t i v e  3 :  A p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  p e r m i t s  o n l y  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  t h a t  have t h e i r  

p r i n c i p l e  p l a c e  o f  b u s i n e s s  

i n  t h e  Commonwealth t o  own l a n d  

A l t e r n a t i v e  4 :  A p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  p e r m i t s  o n l y  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  i n  which p e r s o n s  o f  

N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas  d e s c e n t  ( a s  

d e f i n e d  under  S e c t i o n  D above)  

own 50% ( o r  some o t h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  

up t o  1 0 0 % )  o f  t h e  v o t i n g  s h a r e s  

t o  own l a n d  

A l t e r n a t i v e  5 :  A p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  p e r m i t s  o n l y  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  i n  which 50% ( o r  

some o t h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  up t o  

1 0 0 % )  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and d i r e c t o r s  

a r e  p e r s o n s  o f  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas  

d e s c e n t  ( a s  d e f i n e d  w i t h  S e c t i o n  

D above)  

A l t e r n a t i v e  6 :  A p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  c o n t a i - n s  some 

o r  a l l  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  

A l t e r n a t i v e s  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  and 5 .  



111. What provisions should be included i n  the Constitution 

with respect to enforcement? 

Alternative 1: A provision that makes a transaction 

in violation of the alienation 

restrictions absolutely void 

Alternative 2: A provision that makes a transaction 

in violation of the alienation 

restrictions voidable if it is 

challenged 

Alternative 3: A provision that makes a transa.ction 

in vioiation of the alienation 

restrictions good against everyone 
d 

except the Coinmon~ieal th government 

I V .  Duration of the restrictions on land alienation. 

Alternative 1.: A provision that the restrictions 

will expire at some fixed date 

(either in 25 years or after a 

longer period) 

Alternative 2: A provision that the restrictions 

be reconsidered at a fixed date 

(either in 25 years or after a 

longer period) and expire if 

action is not taken to renew them 

Alternative 3: A provision that the restrictions 

be reconsidered at a fixed date 

(either in 25 years or after a 

longer period) and remain in effect 



u n l e s s  a c t i o n  i s  t a k e n  t o  

r e p e a l  them 

A l t e r n a t i v e  4 :  No p r o v i s i o n  on d u r a t i o n  ( i n  which 

c a s e  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  would r ema in  

i n  e f f e c t  f o r  2 5  y e a r s  and t h e r e -  

a f t e r  u n t i l  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  was 

amended) .  


