
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
of t h e  

NORTHEllN MAXIANA ISLANDS 

TWELFTH DAY 
F r iday ,  October 29, 1976 

(1) The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  -Convention of  t h e  Northern Flariana I s l a n d s  was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  a t  2:40 p.m. 

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p res ided .  

(2 )  A  moment of s i l e n t  p r aye r  was observed. 

(3 )  The Convention S e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  There were 39 De lega t e s  p re sen t .  
No Delega tes  were excused o r  absen t .  

(4)  ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL 

F loo r  Leader Rasa: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move f o r  t he - ' adop t ion  of  t h e  Summary 
J o u r n a l  of t h e  l l t h  Day. 

The motion was seconded. 

Chairman Benigno F i t i a l :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  i s  an  e r r o r  on page 4 ,  under  
S p e c i a l  o r d e r s  of t h e  Day. It should  r e f l e c t  t h a t  Committee Recomendacion 
No. I was f ~ o m  t h e  C o m i t t e e  on Finance,  Loca l  Government and Other  Mat te rs .  . 

Pres i -dent  Guerrero:  The Chai r  w i l l  o r d e r  t h a t  such c o r r e c t i o n  be made. 

X ~ t i c z  t o  a k p t  t h e  Sxmary  J c u r c a l  of t h e  1 1 t h  Day c a r r i s d ,  , 

( 5 )  COMMUNICATIONS - None. 

(6) COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Chairman Plafnas: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  your  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  met 
t h i s  morning and they a r e  d i s c u s s i ~ g  t h e  Execut ive  Branch of Government. I f  I 
may con t inue ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I w i l l  g i v e  t h e  d i s p o s a l  of Delega te  P roposa l s  
a s s igned  t o  your  Committee. 

P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero:  P l e a s e  cont inue .  

Chairman Pkfnas:  Delega te  P roposa l  No. 03, " J u d i c i a l  Branch of Government.", 
was d i s cus sed  by your committee on t h e  p o r t i o n  t h a t  d i s c u s s e s  a  c o u r t  w i t h  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  over  d i s p u t e s  i nvo lv ing  l and .  Your Committee r e p o r t e d  o u t  on 
t h a t  i n  a  Committee Recommendation made y e s t e r d a y ,  C o m i t t e e  Recommendation 
No. 2. On t h e  p o r t i o n  t h a t  proposed t o  c r e a t e  a t  l e a s t  one judgesh ip  t o  s t a f f  
t h e  c o u r t ,  t h a t  was a l s o  r epo r t ed  o u t  i n  ~ecormnendation No. 2  yes t e rday .  On 
t h e  p o r t i o n  propos ing  appointment of a n  a t t o r n e y  who is  n o t  a r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
Northern Marianas t o  s e r v e  a s  a  judge of t h e  c o u r t ,  your  Committee dec ided  on 
Recommendation No. 2  t o  b e  s i l e n t  on t h a t  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Also from t h e  
same Delega te  P roposa l ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  a judge b e  outhorizn,d 
t o  s i t  t empora r i l y  on c o u r t s  which dec ide  ca se s  n o t  i nvo lv ing  l and ,  was r e p o r t e d  
o u t  f avo rab ly  by your Conn i t t ee  yes t e rday .  : 

On Delega te  P roposa l  No. 09, "A P roposa l  Regarding S p e c i a l  Court  t o  Deal  
w i th  Land Pla t te rs . " ,  your  C o m ~ i t t e e  Recommendation No. 2  made yes t e rday  r e f l e c t s  
f avo rab ly  on t h e  P roposa l  i n  L t s  e n t i r e t y .  

On Delega te  P roposa l  No. 15 ,  "Proposal  Regarding t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch of 
Government.", your  C o m i t t e e  recoinmended ( i n  a  Recommendation t o  be  submi t ted  a t  
a  l a t e r  d a t e )  t h a t  t h e  bi-camera1 l e g i s l a t u r e  be  cal l -ed Northern Plarianas 
Co~mor~uenl t i l  Legislature and n J t  ?:orthem ::a.ria;la I s l a n d s  1 , eg i s l a tu rc .  That  
t h e  upycr house,  t o  be addressed  a s  Sena te ,  wi th  t h r e e  menbers f r o n  each 
c h a r t e r e d  m l ~ n i c i p a l i t i e s - - t h a t  was  t e n t a t i . v e l y  agreed upon by your Committee. 



That t h e  lower house be addressed  as  House of Represen ta t ives  and membership 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  be based on populat ion-- in a r e p o r t  t o  be submit ted a t  a  l a t e r  
d a t e  your Committee recommended a  membership of 30 i n  t h e  House of Kepresents- 
t i v e s  (25 from Saipan,  3  from Rota and 2  from T in ian ) .  We have n o t  a c t e d  on 
l e n g t h  of term f o r  members of e i t h e r  house, bu t  provide  f o r  a  minimum age of 
30 y e a r s  i n  t h e  upper house and 25 y e a r s  i n  t h e  lower house. These a r e  s u b j e c t  
t o  changes i n  t h e  Convention H a l l ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

On Delega te  P roposa l  No. 82, M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  r ega rd ing  " ~ x t r a d i t i o n , "  your 
Committee has  y e t  t o  r each  a  p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  ma t t e r .  We have, i n  f a c t ,  
d i s cussed  t h i s  Proposa l  t h i s  morning. 

Delega te  Proposa l  No. 85, r ega rd ing  "Fa i lu re  t o  Make Appropriations."-- 
your Committee has  reached  a  f avo rab le  d e c i s i o n  on i t  i n  i t?  e n t i r e t y .  

Delega te  Proposa l  No. 100, r ega rd ing  "The D i f f e r e n t  Orders of Court.",-- 
your Conrmittee Recommendation No. 2  has  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  P roposa l  favorably .  

Delega te  Proposa l  No. 101, r ega rd ing  "The J u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  'Supreme 
Court '  of t h e  Commonwealth."--that p o s i t i o n ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
your Committee's Recommendation No. 2. 

Delegate  P roposa l  No. 69, r ega rd ing  "Pardon and Clemency.", t h i s  i s  a  
p r o v i s i o n  g r a n t i n g  t h e  power t o  t h e  governor--your Committee r epo r t ed  o u t  
favorably .and  provided a  Board of Pardon and P a r o l e  who recommends approval  of 
any pardon o r  clemency. 

Chairman Ata l ig :  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  your Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  & Natu ra l  
Resources has  considered t h e  Recommendation No. 3 ,  regard ing  " I n i t i a t i v e , "  and 
I b e l i e v e  Minori ty  has  a l s o  made a r e p o r t  i n  t h i s  regard .  A t  t h i s  t ime I would 
l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  Convention S e c r e t a r y ,  s i n c e  h e ' s  one of t h e  s i g n a t o r i e s  of t h e  
minor i ty  r e p o r t ,  t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  t h e  house. 

Convention Sec re t a ry  A t a l i g :  There i s  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  C o m i t t e e  of t h e  Whole 
znd t h e  Convention a s  a  whole t h a t  t h e  El inori ty  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e d  n m b e r  
of v o t e s  r equ i r ed  f o r  " I n i t i a t i v e ' !  snoulci be  th ree - fou r ths  of t h e  v o r e s - c a s i .  
We submit ou r  Minori ty  Report  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r .  

Chairnzn F i t i e l :  Your C c r z i t t c c  on Finance,  Local  C o v c r ~ ~ ~ ~ c n t  and Other Mat te rs  
i s  s t i l l  d e l i b e r a t i n g  on "Local Government." A t  i t s  next  meet ing,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  
your  Committee w i l l  have i t s  f i n a l  d e l i b e r a t i o n  on "Revenue and Taxat ion  Finance" 
and, hope fu l ly ,  by Tuesday w e  w i l l  h ave . a  complete and f i n a l  Committee Recommen- 
d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  review and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole. Thank you, 
M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

I 

(7) INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF PROPOSALS 

Delega te  J o s e  S. Bor j a  i n t roduced  and read  Delegate  P roposa l  No. 127, 
e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Preamble." 

Delega tes  Pedro Dela Cruz and Benigno F i t i a l  in t roduced  Delega te  P roposa l  
No. 128,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Regula t ion  of Business." The P roposa l  
was r ead  by Delegate  Dela Cruz. - 

Delegates  Henry U.  Hofschneider ,  J o s e  R. Cruz, Pedro M. A t a l i g ,  David M. 
A t a l i g ,  Leon I:Taisacan, Pedro Dela Cruz, Prudencio Manglona, J o s e  Bor ja ,  
Es teven  King, F e l i x  Ayuyu, Benjamin Manglona, Manuel Tenorio,  Vicente  Manglona, 
H i l a r i o  F. Diaz,  Gregorio Calvo and Pedro Ogo in t roduced  Delega te  P roposa l  
No. 129,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding a  Land Corporat ion."  The Proposa l  was 
r e a d  by Delega te  Hofschneider .  

* 
* 

Delegates  Estevcn M. Icing, Benigno F i t i a l ,  Henry Hofschneider ,  Pedro Dela 
Cruz and Luis  M. Limes in t roduced  Delega te  Proposa l  KO. 130, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  
Regarding O f f i c i a l  Languages of t h e  Commonwealth.'' The Proposa l  was r ead  by 
Delega te  King. 

Delega tes  Carlos  S. Carnacho,, Antonio M. Carnacho, F e l i x  Ayuyu and Juan  DLG. 
Demapan in t roduced  Delega te  P roposa l  No. 131, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Al ien  
Incoigrztion Quota i n t o  t h e  Northern Fhr i anas  ." The Proposa l  was read  by 
Delega te  llemapan. 



Delegates  Franc isco  T. P a l a c i o s ,  Danie l  P. Cas t ro ,  Benigno R. F i t i a l ,  
Manuel A .  Tcnorio and L u i s  M. Limes in t roduced  Delegate  Proposa l  No. 132, 
e n t i t l e d  "Proposal Regarding Execut ive Branch Of f i ce s . "  The Proposa l  was read 
by Delegate  Pa l ac ios .  

Delegate  Magdelena Camacho in t roduced  and read  Delegate  Proposa l  No. 133, 
e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Kegarding P e r s o n a l  Rights . "  

Delegate  Plagdelena Camacho in t roduced  and read  Delegate  Proposa l  No. 134, 
e n t i t l e d  "Proposal Regarding L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch." 

Delegates  Franc isco  T. P a l a c i o s ,  Danie l  P .  Cas t ro ,  Juan S. Demapan, 
Benigno F i t i a l  and Manuel A. Tenorio in t roduced  Delega te  Proposa l  No. 135, 
e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding B i l l  of Rights ."  The P roposa l  was r ead  by Dele- 
g a t e  P a l a c i o s  . 

Delegates  F ranc i sco  T. P a l a c i o s ,  Luis  M. Limes, Manuel A. Tenorio,  Juan  S. 
Demapan and J o s e  S. Bor ja  i n t roduced  Delega te  P roposa l  No. 136, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal 
Regarding Economic Development." The P roposa l  was read  by Delegate  Pa l ac ios .  
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Delegates  Franc isco  T. P a l a c i o s ,  Juan S. Demapan, Benigno F i t i a l  and Manuel 
A. Tenorio in t roduced  Delega te  P roposa l  No. 137,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding 
Na tu ra l  Resources." The P roposa l  was r e a d  by Delega te  Pa l ac ios .  

Delegates  F ranc i sco  T. P a l a c i o s ,  Danie l  P. Cas t ro ,  Benigno R .  F i t i a l ,  
Manuel A. Tenorio and Lu i s  M. Limes in t roduced  Delega te  Proposa l  No. 138, e n t i t l e d  
"Proposal  Regarding Education." 

Delegates  Juan P. Tenor io ,  Oscar C. Rasa, Henry U.  Hofschneider and Manuel 
A .  Tenorio in t roduced  Delega te  P roposa l  No. 133, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding 
Commonwealth L e g i s l a t u r e . "  The Proposa l  was r e a d  by Delegate  Juan P. Tenorio. 

Delegates  Manuel A.  Tenorio,  Magdelena S. Camacho, Ramon G. Villagomez, 
J e s u s  G. Villagomez, Juan  P. Tenorio and Car los  S.  Camacho in t roduced  Delegate  
P roposa l  No. 140, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding P u b l i c  Land Matters ."  The 
P r a p o s a l  was read  by t h e  Sec re t a ry .  

Delegates  Lar ry  I. Guerrero ,  Benigno R. F i t i a l  and F e l i p e  A t a l i g  i n t r o -  
duced Delegate  P r o p o s ~ l  No. 141,  e n t i t l e d  " F ~ o p o s a l  Kegaxding Refusai ."  The 
P roposa l  was read  by Delega te  A t a l i g .  

Delegate  Olympio T. Bor ja  i n t roduced  and r e a d  Delega te  P roposa l  No. 142, 
e n t i t l e d  "Proposal Regarding Preanfble." 

Delegates  Lorenzo I. Guerrero and Benigno R. F i t i a l  in t roduced  Delega te  
P roposa l  No. 143, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Consu l t a t i on  on Mat t e r s  Involv ing  
t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l ands . "  The P roposa l  was read  by 
Delega te  F i t i a l .  

Delegates  Pedro Ogo and Car los  S. Camacho in t roduced  Delega te  Proposa l  
No. 144, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Members of t h e  Medical,  Denta l ,  Nursing 
and Education Profess ions ."  _ 

Delegates  Car los  S. Camacho, Antonio M'. Camacho and F e l i x  Ayuyu in t roduced  
Delega te  Proposa l  No. 145,  e z t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Execut ive Branch of 
Government." The P roposa l  was read  by t h e  Convention Sec re t a ry .  

Delegates  Juan S.  Demapan, J o s e  S. Borja  and Pedro A t a l i g  in t roduced  
Delega te  Proposa l  No. 146, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Crea t ing  Environmental P r o t e c t i o n  
Board. " . 

a 

Delegates  Juan S. Demapan, J o s e  S. Bor ja  and Pedro Pi. A t a l i g  in t roduced  
Delega te  Proposa l  No. 147, e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding Mass Trans i t . "  

Delegates  Herman Q.  Guerrero and Car los  S. Czmacho i n t r ~ d u c e d  Dslega te  
P roposa l  No. 148, e n t i t l e d  "Proposa l  Regarding t h e  Taking of Census." 

Delegate  J o s e  R. Cruz o f f e r e d  a  P roposa l  o r a l l y ;  regard ing  t i e  Commonwealth 
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  and then  imnedia te ly  r u l e d  h h s e l f  ou t  of o rde r  because i~ was not  
o f f e r e d  i n  I,?-iting. 



REFERRAL OF I'ROI'OS ALS 

Delega te  Proposa l  No. 112, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Land.", was 
\esources.  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  & Natu ra l  1' 

Delegate  Proposa l  No. 113, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Sovereign ~nmuni ty . " ,  
was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Govermen ta l  I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

De lega te  Proposa l  No. 114,  e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding L e g i s l a t u r e  
Ma t t e r s . " ,  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

De lega te  Proposa l  No. 115, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Land ~ s e . " ,  was 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  & Natu ra l  Resources. 

De lega te  Proposa l  No. 116, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Natura l  Resources.", 
was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  & Natu ra l  Resources.  

De lega te  Proposa l  No. 117, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Na tu ra l  Resources.", 
was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights .& Na tu ra l  Resources. 
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Delega te  Proposa l  No. 118, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding t h e  Northern 
Marianas Youth Congress.", was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i -  
t u t i o n s .  

De lega te  P roposa l  No. 119, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding P u b l i c  D i sc losu res  
by ~ l e c t e d  O f f i c i a l s  . " , was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Finance, Local  Govern- 
ment and Other Mat te rs .  

De lega te  Proposa l  No. 120, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding P u b l i c  D i sc losu re  
of t h e  Budget.", was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Finance,  Local  Government 
and Other  Mat te rs .  

De lega te  P roposa l  No. 121, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Governmental I n s t i -  
t u t i o n s . " ,  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

De lega te  Proposa l  No. 122, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding P u b l i c  Land .", was 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t he  Committee on Pe r sona l  R igh t s  & Natu ra l  Resources.  

De lega te  Proposal  No.123, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Begaxding Chploynent and 
Cond i t i ons  of Labor.", was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  & Natu ra l  
Resources.  

De lega te  Proposa l  No. 124, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding t h e  Imprisonment 
of Chi ldren ." ,  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h 6  Cormnittee on P e r s o n a l  Rights  & Natu ra l  
Resources.  

De lega te  Proposa l  No. 125, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding Child Labor.", 
was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  R igh t s  & Natu ra l  Resources. 

De lega te  Proposa l  No. 126, e n t i t l e d  "Proposal  Regarding t h e  S t r u c t u r e  of 
Government.", was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

& .  

(8) SECOND AND FINAL READING OF PROPOSALS - None. - 
(9)  INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS - None. 

(10) UhTINISHED BUSINESS - Kone. 

(11) SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Chairman F i t i a l :  h l r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t h a t  t h e  Convention r econs ide r  your 
C o n n i t t e e ' s  Recomendat ion No. 1, rega rd ing  " C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendment." And 
I a l s o  move t h a t  i t  be p laced  under General Orders  of t h e  Day on Tuesday f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

(12) GENERAL ORDERS OF TIE DAY -- - 

Floor  I,c.ader Rasn: M r .  P r e s i d e c t ,  I move t h a t  t h e  Convention r e s o l v e  i n t o  t h e  
Cormnittee of t he  i h o l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  Consider Cornlit tee Reccirz:cndation No. 3,  
r e g a r d i n g  " I n i t i a t i v e  ," and t o  cons ider  Conmittee. Recomenda t ion  120. 4 ,  r ega rd ing  
" U l i . 1 1  of Rights .  I '  



The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  P r e s i d e n t  Guerrero appointed Vice- 
P r e s i d e n t  Vicente  Manglona t o  p r e s i d e  over  t h e  Comnittee of t h e  Whole. 

The Convention reso lved  i n t o  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole a t  3:10 p.m. 

The Convention reconvened i n  P lenary  Sess ion  a t  4:31 p.m. 

Chairulan Manglona: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  y i e l d  t h e  f l o o r  t o  t h e  
Chairman of t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  t o  g i v e  t h e  r e p o r t .  

Chairman A t a l i g :  Thank you, M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  The Committee of t h e  Whole 
recommended a g a i n  t h a t  Committee Recommendation No. 3  o n . " I n i t i a t i v e l '  i s  t o  
be  d e f e r r e d  u n t l l  t h e  nex t  meet ing,  which w i l l  be  on Tuesday. I would a l s o  
l i k e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  you, M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  on t h e  same m a t t e r  t h e  C o r n i t t e e ' s  
Recommendation No. 4  has  been adopted by t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole. A t  t h i s  
t ime I move t h a t  t h e  Committee's Recommendation No. 4 on "Personal  Rights"  be 
adopted.  

The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

F loo r  Leader  Rasa: M r .  ~ ; e s i d e n t ,  S e c t i o n  10  on "Free P u b l i c  Education, ' '  
a cco rd ing  t o  t h e  Committee's Report ,  p rovides  t h a t  each person  s h a l l  have t h e  
r i g h t  t o  a f r e e  p u b l i c  educa t ion .  I f  we go back and review t h e  Recommendation 
which was passed by t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole and t h e  Convention regard ing  
Sec t ion  1 on "Education," which s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e . s h a l 1  be  f r e e ,  compulsory 
and p u b l i c  e lementary and secondary educat ion. . . .  .... I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a sub- 
s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  two. P u b l i c  educa t ion  could be  cons idered  t o  
be  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which a r e  run  and subs id i zed  by t h e  government. Compulsory 
p u b l i c  e lementary and ' secondary  educa t ion  s t i p u l a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  must b e  primary 
and secondary l e v e l s .  I have t o  oppose t h e  counse l ' s  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  we should 
i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  A r t i c l e  on Educat ion a s  submi t ted  by t h e  Committee on Finance 
and Taxat ion  under  t h e  Committee's Recommendation on "Free P u b l i c  Education" . 
because I t h i n k  t h e r e  is a s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e .  And I do i n t e n d  t o  come i n  
w i t h  an  amendment on t h e  Second Reading. Thank you. 

Pi-ssidilnt  Guerrei-o: I ask t h a t  any amendment b e  made b e f o r e  t a k i n g  our Second .--.- -. --- .--- 
and F i n a l  Reading, p l ease .  Have i t  i n  advance, w r i t t e n  and ready  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  - -  - 
mong a l l  t h e  Delegates .  That  w i l l  g i v e  them a chance t o  r ead  it and make t h e  
f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  i n  t h e i r  vo t ing .  

(13) MISCELLANEOUS 

Delega te  Benjamin Manglona: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  make a few remarks. 
' 

M r .  P r e s i d e n t  and f e l l o w  Delegates:  

Today marks t h e  1 2 t h  day of our Convention. When ou r  Delega t ion  en te red  
t h i s  s a c r e d  h a l l  of j u s t i c e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime,  we pledged ou r se lves  t o  devote 
our  f u l l  energy t o  t h e  cha l l eng ing  t a s k  ahead of t h i s  Convention. We a r e  h e r e  
t o  frame a workable c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  gua ran tee  t h e  p u r s u i t  of happiness ,  
p r o t e c t i o n  and p r o s p e r i t y  t o  a l l  our  people.  A workable C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  
be  e q u a l l y  enjoyed by t h e  people  of Saipan,  Rota and Tin ian .  During. t he .  l a s t  
11 days,  we have s a t  i n  t h i s  Convention and heard  meny e loquent  speeches. We 
have heard  speeches on u n i t y .  We have heard speeches on mutual  t r u s t  and 
coopera t ion .  We have heard speeches condemning t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  from one o r  more 
of t h e  m u n i c i p a l l t i e s .  The f r e e  express ion  of t h e  Delega tes  i n  t h i s  Convention 
i s  a  model t o  a l l  of us  of t h e  American democracy i n  a c t i o n .  We can proudly 
say  t h a t  we a r e  g l ad  t h a t  we a r e  p a r t  of America, a  g r e a t  n a t i o n .  

We came t o  t h i s  Convention w i t h  some ~ e s e r v a t i o n s .  We know we a r e  t h e  
minor i ty .  We know we w i l l  have many d i f f e i p n c e s .  We know t h a t  a t  t imes we 
may even q u a r r e l  on i s s u e s .  We a n t i c i p a t e d  hea t ed  deba te s .  But d e s p i t e  a l l  
t h e s e  r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  you should be g r a t e f u l  t h a t  we a r e  he re .  We a r e  h e r e  a s  
your good f r i e n d s  and good neighbors .  Le t  u s  r ea son  t o g e t h e r  t o  ach ieve  
a  good compromise. 

Our d e l e g a t i o n  does no t  r e g r e t  t h a t  we a r e  s h a r i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h i s  Con- 
ven t ion .  We a r e  g e t t i n g  t o  know and understand e a c h - o t h e r ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  day 
by day. We a r e  lcclrning t o  be a Saipnnesc v7hil.e you a r e  l e a r n i n g  t o  be z 
Rotancse. And a t  t he  sane t ime we a r e  a i l  l e a r n i n g  t o  be a Tinianese .  
A l toge the r  us a r e  one people.  But our ocean has  d iv ided  us  and our  p a s t  exper i -  
ence has  d i s u n i t e d  us.  



CO:LT~'~;:,''JO~ ..!O;:'!-:S.'il, -- 12  t h  Day 
Octobt  2 9 ,  1 3 7 6  

Today, a s  we frame ou r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  we seek  u n i t y ,  we seek  f r i e n d s h i p ,  
and l e t  u s  a l l  hope t h a t  t h e  products  of o u r  hard work w i l l  produce a  workable 
Const i tut i .on t h a t  w i l l  make one i s l a n d  ou t  of many i s l a n d s  and one people out  
of marly people  s o  t h a t  a l l  gene ra t ions  t o  come can proudly s a y  t h a t  I am g lad  
t h a t  Saipan i s  my home, Rota is my home and T in i an  i s  my home. I thank you, 
M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

Delegate  Esteven King: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I have a  speech today,  p l e a s e .  

M r .  P r e s i d e n t  and f e l l o w  Delega tes  of t h e  Northern Marianas: 

With r e s p e c t  and honor,  l e t ' s  have t h e  type  of C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  new 
Government of t h e  Northern Marianas t h a t  we can ever  hope t o  ach ieve  t h e  k ind  
of l i f e  we d e s i r e  by p r o t e c t i o n  of law. The C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  supreme power 
t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be  many changes t o  expect  i n  l i f e  i n  t h e  Marianas.  The c i t i -  
zens of t h e  Marianas w i l l  r a t i f y  t h e  new C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  our count ry  and i t s  
people f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of u n i t y .  The people of t h e  Marianas w i l l  be  t h e  
ones t o  hold  t h e  power of t h e  Government, compromising wi th  t h e  pe r sona l  
gua ran tee  wi thou t  any f o r e i g n  i n t e r f e r e n c e .  But, l e t  u s  .have t h e  type  of 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  people  of t h e  Marianas t h e  s t r e n g t h  of a u t h o r i t y  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  they  w i l l  no longer  be  dependent upon o u t s i d e  powers 
t o  handle  i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l  a f f a i r s .  L e t ' s  have t h e  type  of C o n s t i t u t i o n  
t o  defend u s  from a l l  advantages and d isadvantages  of f o r e i g n e r s .  The Consti-  
t u t i o n  w i l l  b e  a  g r e a t  gu ide  i n  s o l v i n g  t h e  problems t h a t  we w i l l  f a c e  i n  our  
metamorphosis t o  a  f r e e  and s t r o n g  p a r a d i s e  country.  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  we s h a l l  
p re se rve  t h e  h e r i t a g e  of t h e  p a s t  and p r o t e c t  t h e  promise of t h e  f u t u r e .  
Without j u s t i c e  under  law f o r  a l l  and equa l  p ro t ec t ion - - tha t  means t h e  Marianas 
Government would n o t  b e  s t r o n g  wi thout  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  M r .  P r e s i d e n t  and 
f e l l o w  De lega te s ,  l e t ' s  n o t  make it a  s imple  C o n s t i t u t i o n  because of 'm inor i ty  
and n a j o r i t y . '  L e t ' s  make i t  s t r o n g  s o  t h a t  t h e  people of t h e  whole world 
w i l l  r e s p e c t  u s  and we w i l l  become t h e  proud guard ians  of ou r  i s l a n d s  and our  
people,  now and f o r e v e r .  Thank you. 

(The P lena ry  Sess ion  was conducted i n  t h e  Chamorro language from 4:37 p.m. 
u n t i l  4:46 p.m.) 

Chairman F i t i a l :  M r ;  P r e s i d e n t ,  your Committee on Finzncc,  Loca l  G o v e r n ~ e n t  
and Other Ma t t e r s  w i l l  b e  meeting Saturday a t  t e n  o ' c lock ,  Sunday a t  t e n  o ' c l o c k  
and Monday a t  two o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e i r  u s u a l ,  r e g u l a r  meeting p l ace .  

Chairman A t a l i g :  Your Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  & N a t u r a l  Resources w i l l  
meet a t  1:30 p.m. on Saturday.    heir meeting t imes f o r  Sunday and Monday w i l l  
be  announced l a t e r .  

Delega te  Benjamin lfanglona: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  Chairman Mafnas asked me t o  
announce t h a t  your Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  b e  meeting a t  
t e n  o ' c l o c k  Sunday morning. 

Delegate  J o s e  R.  Cruz: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t h a t  t h e  Convention r e c e s s  u n t i l  
n i n e  o ' c l o c k ,  Tuesday morning. . .  

The motion t o  r e c e s s  was seconded and-ca r r i ed .  

The Convention r eces sed  a t  4:55 p.m. 

Respec t fu l ly  submi t ted ,  ad&&> Pedro M. A t a l i g  

Convention S e c r e t a r y  


