
BACKGROUND PAPER FOR THE DELEGATION 
FROM ROTA 

The delegation from Rota has m e t  and discussed severa l  i s sues  of 

concern t o  t he  people of the  municipality, who des i re  t o  secure adequate 

representation i n  t he  new government of t he  Commonwealth of the  Northern 

Mariana Islands. For t he  purpose of background and as prelude t o  fur ther  

discussion and del iberat ion on topics  of c r i t i c a l  importance t o  the  people 

of Rota, t en ta t ive  decisions on the  following issues  have been reached: 

I. EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF GOVERNMEZT 

A. Structure  

In  pursu i t  of t he  goal t ha t  is shared by the  outlying municipali t ies 

of taking a firm r o l e  i n  the conduct of the  new government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands,  the  delegation from Rota proposes the  following executive 

branch s t ructure:  an e lected governor (elected at-large,  Commonwealth-wide); 

one elected vice-governor (elected at-large, Connnonwealth-wide); two elected 

lieutenant-governors (elected at-large, within the  respective outlying muni- 

c i p a l i t i e s ,  Rota and Tinian). It is the  v i e w  of the  Rota delegation tha t  s ince 

the governor s h a l l  exercise  general supervisory power over t h e  Commonwealth, 

and because the  vice-governor s h a l l  succeed as governor i n  t he  event of a 

vacancy i n  t h a t  o f f i ce  during the term of the  incumbent, both the  governor 

and the vice-governor should be e lected from the qua l i f ied  vo te rs  of the  en- 

t i r e  Commonwealth. Accordingly, s ince  the  lieutenant-governors s h a l l  repre- 

sen t  the i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  ou te r  municipali t ies within the Conmtonwealth 

government, they should be e lec ted  from the  qua l i f ied  e l ec to r s  of t h e i r  

respect ive municipali t ies.  



The delegation from Rota des i res  t ha t ,  in order t o  ensure t h a t  t he  

i n t e r e s t s  of t he  ou te r  municipal i t ies  are f u l l y  represented i n  t he  execu- 

t i v e  decisionmaking process, t he  lieutenant-governors be accorded a posi- 

t i o n  in t h e  governor's council  o r  cabinet .  The a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  gover- 

nor w i l l  enable the  views of t he  people of Tinian and Rota t o  be  presented 

e f f ec t i ve ly  wi thin  t he  Executive Branch of t h e  Commonwealth. 

B. Budget 

The delegation from Rota, i n  furtherance of t h e i r  de s i r e  t o  allow the  

out lying municipal i t ies  a degree of autonomy, proposes t h a t  t he  l ieutenant-  

governors be allowed t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  ac t i ve ly  in the  preparation of t he  budget 

and its presenta t ion t o  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  of t h e  Conrmonwealth of t h e  Northern 

Mariana Islands.  It is the  view of t he  delegation t h a t  one method of achieving 

t h i s  object ive  would permit t he  lieutenant-governors t o  submit t o  the  

governors budgets f o r  se rv ices  t o  be delivered on Rota and Tinian f o r  

coordination with a l l  o ther  budgetary matters in one executive budget t h a t  

w i l l  be submitted t o  t h e  l eg i s l a tu r e .  Upon l e g i s l a t i v e  approval, t he  

r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  supervising one implementation of t he  f i nanc i a l  programs 

approved by t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  Tinian and Rota s h a l l  l i e  with t he  l ieutenant-  

governors. 

11. LEGISLATIVE BRILFICB. OF i.- 

The delegation from Rota proposes t he  following with  respect  t o  t h e  

l e g i s l a t i v e  branch of government: 

(a) 4-4-4 combination i n  t he  upper house; 
(b) the  system present ly  in use i n  t he  lower house; 
(c) appropriat ions o r ig ina t e  i n  t he  lower house and a r e  approved 

in t h e  upper house; 
(d) governmental appointments wi th  t he  advice and consent of the  

upper house. 


