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Thursday,  Nove~ilber 4 ,  1976 

( 1 )  Tlie  C o n s t i t u ~ i o n a l  Convent ion of  t h e  Nor the rn  Mariana  I s l a n d s  was c a l l e i  
t o  o r u c r  a t  2:05 p.m. 

'J'he Honorable  Lorenzo I .  G u e r r e r o ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s i d e d .  

( 2 )  A moment of  s i l e n t  p r a y e r  was o b s e r v e d .  
a 

(3 )  Tlie Convention S e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  There  were 39 D e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t .  
No D e l e g a t e s  were  a b s e n t  o r  excused.  

( 4 )  ADOI'TION OF THE JOURNAL 

F l o o r  L e a d e r  Kasa: I move w e  a d o p t  t h e  Summary J o u r n a l  f o r  t h e  1 7 t h  Uay. 

Tile n o t i o n  was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

Chairman J o s a  P. Mafnas: - I would l i k e  t o  r e p o r t  on t h e  d i s p o s a l  of  n e l e g a t c  
P r o p o s a l s  by t h e  Committee on Govexnmentai I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  No. 139 ,  e n t i t l e d  " P r o p o s a l  Regard ing  t h e  ~omxuon;~ealth 
L e g i s l a t u r e , "  s t a t e s :  

1. The new Commonwealth L e g i s l . a t u r e  s h a l l  b e  011 a  p a r t  t i ~ n e  b a s i s  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  seven  y e z r s  of  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  

2. The s a l a r y  of t h e  Upper House o f  t h e  Corraionwsalth L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  
b e  s e t  a t  $1 ,200.00 p e r  annum t h e  f i r s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  of  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  
e x i s t e n c e  . 

3 .  The s a l a r y  of  t h e  Lower ~ d u s e  of  t h e  Colrmonwr?alth L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  b e  
s e t  a t  $1,000.00 p e r  annum t h e  f i r s t  seven y e a r s  of  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  

Your Committee f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  P r o p o s a l  would b e  most econorci.ca1 and a c c e p t a b l e  
i n  p r i ~ c i p l e ,  h o x e v e r ,  i t  i s  t h e  f e c l l n g  o f  the. C o n n i t t e e  t o  r e j c c t  t h e  P r o p o s a l  
i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  We want o u r  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  b e  on a  f u l l  tir.;e b a s i s  and t o  b e  
compensated a c c o r d i n g l y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  o -b ta in  q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e .  

D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  No. 1 3 4 ,  e u t i t l - c d  "PI-oposal Regarding L e g i s l a t i v e  Brancll," 
s t a t e s :  

1. P r o v i d e s  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  a t  l e a s t  e v e r y  1 5  y e a r s ;  
2 .  P r o v i d e s  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  t o  f i l l  vacancy f o r  u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  o r  more 

t h a n  one y e c r ;  appo in tment  by Governor ,  l e s s  t h a n  one  y e a r .  
3 .  Any member of  Congress ,  i. e . ,  S e n a t o r  o r  House, may n o t  holri any o t h e r  

p u b l i c  o f f i c e  o r  exployment.  
4 .  Any l e g i s l a t i o n  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n  s l ~ o u l d  b e  passed  by 3/4 v o t e s  of each 

o f  t h e  two houses .  
I 

Pour' Coounittee f e e l s  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  s h b u i d  t a k e  p32ce c t  l e a s t  e v e r y  10 y c a r s .  
Spccic i l  e l e c t i o n  shou ld  be conducted t o  f i l l  vacancy f o r  unexp i red  term o f  nore: 
t!iz~n one year .  Tile Governor s h o u l d  n p l ~ o i n t  t h o s e  c a n d i d a t e s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  
next. h i g h e s t  v o t e  j f  t-he vacancy i s  f o r  il .!:!~?~i~-c.d 1 ;err! o f  1.2:;:; ~:?;;;7 :)IIL: y z a r ,  
pro\rid;-d tile appointee i.s f rom t h e  ~ l u n i c j ~ ~ a l i t y  i n  \ ; ?~ ich  t . 1 1 ~  -v:icancy e x i s t s .  
T l~e  Cor rn i t t ee  al .so f c c l s  t'i13r IIG lil~~:l!)ei. of  t h e  i . c : : i s l a t t l r e  ~i;:ll. I)(: p e r i n i t t c 2  
t o  h o l d  ally o f i i c r  i n  t h c  J~!c i i c i ; l ry  and Execu t iv i :  I$rz:icllcs ;;nr!:i r.lcnler o f  t h e  
] , c ~ i s l , n t ~ r p  si!:,l]. 1 : : ) ~  i,c ~ ~ a r z i t - - t , ~ , c ~  t o  :;?r\li o;l ;];I)' b0;ll:d 07 i-t '?.~l;:it~l-) '  ;:f',-,ific:y, 

\gl lprbcr 2 \10tj11g : :~:i:ii>c,l- 0:- ; I O I I - . L ? O C ~  11:',. 



I 1)c lcgn te  I ' roposa l  1.10. 9 0 ,  c n t i ~ l c d  "A 1 '1-ol~osal  Itcgclrdiny, t h e  Lc;;i>;lativc. 1ir;inclt 
of  Govcrnn~clit , " s t i i t e s  : 

1. 12ibrluires t h a t  mcmbcrs of t h e  1 , e g j s l n t u r c  b e  c l c c t c d  by t h e  cun iu la t ivc  
v o t i n g  sys tem.  

I r e g r e t  t o  r e p o r t  t l l a t  t h i s  I'roposcll i s  n o t  n c c e p t ; ~ b l c  a t  t h i s  t i rnc.  The one nan - 
one v o t e  p r i n c i p l e  is i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of o u r  i u t u r l t  Comonwea1.t-li Governmcnf. 

D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  No. 75,  e n t i t l e d  "l ' roposal  Regard ing  P u b l i c  O f f i c i a l s , "  
s t a t e s :  

1. P r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  minumurn age  f o r  S e n a t o r  b e  25 y e a r s ;  
2 .  P r o v i d e s  t h a t  minumum a g e  f o r  K c p r e s e n t a t i v c  b e  21 y e a r s ;  
3.  P r o v i d e s  t h a t  minumum a g c  f o r  Governor b e  30 y e a r s ;  
4 .  P r o v i d e s  t h a t  minumum a g e  f o r  Mayors b e  25 y e a r s ;  and 
5 .  P r o v i d e s  t h a t  minumum a g e  f o r  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  b e  25 y e a r s .  

Your Committee,  upon r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  h a s  a c c e p t e d  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  i n  p r i n c i p l e .  

D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  No. 62,  e n t i t l e d  " P r o p o s a l  Kegard ing  Immunity, I '  h a s  
been a c c e p t e d  by y o u r  Committee i n  p r i n c i p l e .  

D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  No. 114,  e n t i t l e d  " P r o p o s a l  I iegarding L e i s l a t i v e  I h t t e r s  , I 1  

s t a t e s :  
1. P r o v i d e s  t h a t  no member of  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas  L e g i s l a t u r e  b e  a v o t i n g  

member of  any b o a r d ,  group o r  body e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h a t  L e g i s l a t u r e ;  
2 .  P r o v i d e s  f u r t h e r  t h a t  no  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e e l l a c t e d  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  t o  t h e  purpose  

p r o v i d e d  above ;  
3 .  P r o v i d e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  no a p p o i n t m e n t s  which may be  p r o v i d e d  by law be  

made c o n t r a d i c t o r y  t o  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n .  

Your C o m i  t t e e  recommends a c c e p t a n c e  of  t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  \.rhether a v o t i n g  
member o r  non-vo t ing  msmber. T h i s  P r o p o s a l  i s  a l o n g  t h e  same l i n e  a s  D e l e g a t e  
P r o p o s a l  No. 1 3 4 ,  which I have a l r e a d y  r e p o r t e d  on.  

t i r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  y o u r  Co~nrnit tee on Govern~nen ta l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  i s  now ready  
t o  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  Corlvention i t s  Kecomnendation No. 3  on t h e  " L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch." 
Y L I C ~  C o r n i t t e e  recom.ends  t h z t  t h e  Convelition a d o p t ,  i n  pr j -ncip!  e; the, Cnn.(;tit::t7'~?~?1 
p r o v i s i o n s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch o f  government which w e  w i l l  nGb; 
s ubnii t . 
Chairman F e l i p e  A t a l i g :  Your Cormnittee on  P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources  
has  s u b r c i t t c d  t h e i r  Co~mnit tee  Recomme~ldation No. 5, r e g a r d i n g  " P u b l i c  Lands.  I '  

We would l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  t a k e  t i m e  i n  g o i n g  o v e r  t h e  r e p o r t  
and we a l s o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  Comit tee ,Recommendat ioi~ No. 5 b e  p l a c e d  on tomorrow's  
c a l e n d a r .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  compl iance  w i t h  t h e  C h a i r ' s  r e q b e s t  y e s t e r d a y ,  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l s ,  I wish  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  a ~ t a c h e d  
t o  Committee Recommendation No. 5 i s  a s t a t u s  r e p o r t  on D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l s  
b e g i n n i n g  on  Page 21. 

Chairman Benigno F i t i n l :  Your Cormliittee on F i n a n c e ,  L o c a l  G o v e r ~ m e n t  and O t h e r  
t a t t e r s  i s  s t i l l  d e l i b e r a t i n g  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of  "Local  Governnent ."  I n  r e g a r d  
t o  y o u r  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  r e p o r t  on D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l s ,  y o u r  C o ~ ~ i t t e e   ill submi t  
a w r i t t e n  s t a t u s  r e p o r t .  - 

Chairman F e l i p e  A t a l i g :  I wish  t o  i n t r o d u c e  Conunittee R e c o n ~ e n d a t i o n  Xo. 5 ,  
r e g a r d i n g  " P u b l i c  ~ a n z , "  t o  b e  adop ted  on t h e  F i r s t  Reading.  

&!lairrnzn ---- J o s e  P .  biafnas: -- Con;mj.ttce Reco;?rr,endation No. 3 ,  reg&rdj .ng "1 .cg io la t ive  
Branch 02 Govern, i~cnt ,"  i rom t h e  C o r r ~ i t t c e  oh C;overnmental I n s t i t u t i c n s  is ready  
t o  bc  p l a c e d  on t o ~ n o r r o w ' s  ca lenciar .  , 

P r c s i d c n t  G ~ c r r e r o :  \:'e w i l l  p l a c e  b o t h  Conmit t e e  l'\ecorcmendatic.r! :io. 5 f r o n  
----.-- 

tile Co.znit t c e  on P c r s o n n l  Rig!its and Xaturz  1 R e s o u r c e s  and COT::~~ tc.2 r,..cornxendction 
3  f  r o a  tlle Corzz . i t t e~  on Gover;;r.cntal 1 n s t i t u C : i o a r  on t1.c ;a l21l;l-r ii::arro: 

u n d e r  G e n e r a l  O r d e r s  of t h e  Day. 



Ilcl ( ~ g ~ l l t *  l l i l n r i o  D i s z :  P o i n t  o f  ordcl- .  I bv l  i cvc  we 1i:tsscd 011~~  i rc l l l  on o u r  -.-- - --.. - 
agenda and t h a t  i s  " l n t r o d u c t i o n  of l i e s o l u t i o n s .  " 

( 9 )  INTRODI1C'I'JON 01: KESOLUTIONS - 

l u t e  i r i o  l i :  A c t u a l l y ,  I do n o t  have any resolution t o  i n t r o d u c e  a t  -- 
t l~ i s  t i n e ,  llowcvcr, 1 would l i k e  t o  r e - i n t r o d u c e  t h e  r e s o l u t i o i l  s u b m i t t c d  by 
Chairman A t a l i g  t h e  o t h e r  day.  ' S i n c e  w e  a l l  know now t h a t  J i~runy C a r t e r  i s  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t  o f  t h e  Uni tcd S t a t e s ,  1 would c e r t a i n l y  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
bcconie a  r e a l i t y  by t h i s  Convent ion.  

Chairman Benigno F i t i a l :  I do have a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  i n t r o d u c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s ,  - 
i n  o r d c r  t o  e x t e n d  o u r - c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  and g r e e t i n g s  t o  t l ie newly e i c c t e d  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  and I would l i k e  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  rend  t h e  
r e s o l u t i o n .  

Convent ion S e c r e t a r y :  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 4 :  

"A R e s o l u t i o n  

The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion o f  t h e  Nor thern  Mariana ~ s l a n d s '  mee t ing  
i n , P l s n a r y  S e s s i o n  on t h e  4 t h  Day o f  November; 197G. 

WHEREAS, t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  Nor themM, .a r ianaIs lands  p u r s u a n t  
t o  t h e  Covenant w i t h  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  of American a r e  engaged i n  
t h e  h i s t o r i c  t a s k  o f  d r a f t i n g  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  Government o f  t h e  
Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  p la r i zna  I s l a n d s  i n  p o l i t i c a l  un ion  w i t h  
t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  o f  America;  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention h a s  heard  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the Uni ted S t a t e s ;  whose 
t e r m  of  o f f i c e  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  wlicn t l ie C o n s t i t u t i o n  now b e i n g  
d r a f t e d  comes i n t o  b e i n g ;  and 

\r7HE?SiS, t h e  peopls: o f  t h e  Nor thern  !.hi-lznr: I s l n n d s  d e s i r e  ~o , 
s e c u r e  wholesome, e f f e c t i v e  and c o o p e r a t i v e  r e l a t i o i l s  w i t h  t h e  
G o v e r m c n t  o f  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  o f  America, now and i n  t h e  f u t u r e ;  
and 

\J'HEBEAS, such  good r e l a t i o n s  i n v o l v e  c l o s e  t ies  between o u r  
p e o p l e  and t h e  Goverlunent of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n  L!ashington and 
t h e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Uni tcd S t a t e s ;  

NOW, THEREFORE, PEETING IN,CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 
RESOLVED, t h a t  t h e  G r e e t i n g s  and Bes t  L!ist~es of t h e  D e l e g a t e s  

o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention o f  t h e  Nor thern  Mariana I s l a n d s  
a r e  expressed  t o  'L'he Honorable  James Earl. C a r t e r  on t h e  o c c a s i o n  
o f  h i s  s t u n n i n g  v i c t o r y  as P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ;  'and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, t h a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Conventioil is  d i r e c t e d  t o  send a copy o f  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h i s  
R e s o l u t i o n  t o  The Honorable  James E a r l  Car te r . ' '  

P r e s i d e n t  Guerreso:  I b e l i e v e  t h e  l e g a l  c o n s u l t a n t s  shou ld  rev iew t h i s '  
R e s o l u t i o n  b e f o r e  i t ' s  s e n t .  

Chairman F e l i p e  A t a l i g :  I t h i n k  i t  i s  a l s o  p r o p e r  t h a t  t h i s  Convent ion r e c o g n i z e  
t h e  work of t h e  o u t g o i n g  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s .  

(12) GEKEYJI ,  ORDERS OF TlIE DAY - None 

Chairman F e l i p e  A t a l i g :  )Is. P r e s i d e n t  and f e l l o v  D e l e g a t e s  t o  t h i s  Convent ion.  Tli is  - -- 
n f t c r n o o n  I wait t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a d d r e s s  a  f t w  r e n a r k s  t o  njr c o l l c s ~ u e s  
c o n c e r n i n g  o u r  work h e r e .  

A t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  Pir. P r e s i d e n t ,  I v a n t  t o  a s s o c i a t c  myself v i t h  renar l t s  madc 
c a r l i c r  by soico D e l e g a t e s ,  conccr1:ing t l ~ c  need f o r  hnrc.o~:y, coopc.ri?t-Inn, z n i  j u s t  
p l a i n  llarcl \201-1< necded t o  make tliis C o ~ ~ v e n t  ior! 3 suc:cesr,f i l !  onc .  



b 

A s  we a l l  know, t.11~ c v c n t s  lcadiii,n, t o  nncl i i ~ c l u d i n y :  t h i s  v e r y  Convent ion 
c:pitomizc what i s  e v n s i v c l y  tcrri:led a s  th(: '"dcmocr-ntjc p r o c c s s " ;  a ~ ) h r a s e  wlljcll 
i s  no t  wi. thout some s u b s t a n t i a l  n~can-ing a s  c v i d e n c c d  by t t ~ c  American R e s o l u t i o n  
H. icen tenn ia l  c e i e b r a t - c d  ir t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  t h i s  y c a r .  

T h i s  Convent ion was c o n c e i v e d  i n  i r e e d o n ~  and democracy and i s  d e d i c a t e d  
t o  f o s t e r  t h a t  c o n c e p t  and p r a c t i c e .  

The f r a m i n g  o f  C o n s t i t u t i o n s  i s  n o t  a n  e a s y  t a s k ,  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  a S t a t e  
o r  N a t i o n a l ,  whe the r  t h e  g o a l  b e  s e p a r a t e  o r  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  f rom one p o l i t y  
o r  merge i t  w i t h  a n o t h e r .  

One might  h a r k  back  t o  t h e  d r a f t i n g  o f  t h e  U .  S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n  which r e p l a c e d  
t h e  unworkable  A r t i c l e s  o f  C o n f e d e r a t i o n ;  t l ic  s t a g e  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h a t  m e e t i n g  i n  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  took  p l a c e  i n  t h e  wake o f  a  n a t i o n a l  d e p r e s s i o n  and a rebell ioi-1.  
Dur ing i t ,  t h e r e  was c o i l s i d e r a b l e  d i s a g r e c n ~ c n t ,  p r o t e s t ,  and d i s s e n s i o n  -- y e t  
u l t i m a t e l y  t o  t h e i r  c r e d i t ,  one  of t h e  most w o r k a b l e ,  f l e x i b l e ,  and d u r a b l e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  wor ld  was fo rn iu la ted  and l a t e r  approved .  I n  f a c t ,  
M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  i f  memory s e r v e s  c o r r e c t l y ,  many o f  t h e  same i s s u e s  a d d r e s s e d  
a t  t h a t  Convent ion i n  1 7 8 7 " a r e  b e i n g  h e r e  today  i n  t h e  Nor the rn  Plar ianas  i n  
1976.  

F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  i t  is  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  -- t o  m e  a t '  l e a s t  -- some of t h e  
c o n f u s i o n  and c o m p l a i n t s  w e  h a v e  h e a r d  h e r e  i n  ouy m e e t i n g  p l a c e .  It i s  
~ n ~ l e r s t a n d a b l e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  some D e l e g a t e s  have hzd c o n t a c t  
w i ~ h  s u c h  a  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and complex matter. 

R e l a t e d  t o  t h i s ,  I want  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  Convent ion t h a t  t h e  work o f  t h e  
C o m i t t e e  on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources  h a s  e x e m p l i f i e d  a  non- 
p a r t i s a n ,  d e m o c r a t i c  a p p r o a c h ,  i n  c o n f r o n t i n g  and s e e k i n g  s o l u t i o n s .  

D e l e c n t e  David I l a r a t i t a :  November 2 ,  1976,  i s  my b i r t h d a y  as w e l l  a s  a n  h i s t o r i c  day 
f o r  t l le  U .  S . , i n  t h a t  a  Democra t i c  c a n d i d a t e  h a s  been e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  U .  S .  

. P r e s i d e n c y  i n  e i g h t  y e a r s .  The e l e c t i o n  of  J i m y  C a r t c r  and a  new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
e o u l d  h e  j.mpnrtslnt t o  u s  i n  t h i s  Convci;tior, 1;ccsusc Chs sor;ialCaeni oL' ihc G. 5 .  
Governinent h a s  a g r e e d  upon i n  t h e  Covenant t o  e s t a b l i s h  a Cornonweal th  of  t h e  
Nor the rn  Flariana I s l a n d s  c o u l d  have a s e r i o u s  c o n p l i c a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  outccme 
of t h e  k i i ~ d  o f  C o n s t i t u t i o i l  w e  have  o u t  o f  t h e  Convent ion.  We must b e a r  i n  mind 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  !;as g i v e n  i t s  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o  o u r  
d ' c s i r e  t o  become a  permagent meulhcr o f  t h e  Anierican p o l i t i c a l  f a m i l y  and t h a t  i t  
was P r e s i d e n t  Ford ,  h i m s e l f ,  who gave  u s  t h a t  a s s u r a n c e  by a p p r o v i n g  t h e  Covenant 
on Plarch 2 4 t h  of  t h i s  y e a r .  

4 

It b o u l d  a p p e a r  p r o p e r  t h e n  f o r  u s  i n  t h i s  Convent ion t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  by a d o p t i n g  a r e s o l u t i o n  a d d r e s s e d  t o  P r e s i d e n t  Ford and h i s  
Republica1.i a d m i n i s t r a t  i o n ,  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  g i v e n  t o  t h e  I l a r i ana .  I s l a n d s  i n  
i t s  q u e s t  f o r  a  c l o s e  and permanent r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  and 
t o  Pres ide1 : t -E lec t  Jimmy C a r t e r ,  and h i s  new Democrat ic  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
u r g i n g  him t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  s p i r i t  t h a t  t h e  U .  S .  h a s  i n i t i a t e d  by a c t i n g  
f a v o r a b l y  on o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  when p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  U .  S .  Govern~nent f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i c n .  I hope t h a t  o u r  p r o d u c t  f rom t h i s  Convent ion w i l l  r e c e i v e  
t h e  same d e g r e e  o f  e n t h u s i a s m  and a p p r o v a l  by t h e  nev U .  S .  P r e s i d e n t  a s  
t h a t  o f  h i s  1 ) redccessor .  We have  y e t  t o  s p e d  t h e  new l e a d e r s h i p  i n  Ia!ashington 
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  o u r  f u t u r e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t 1 1  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

Cklairran F e l i l ~ c  A t a l i ~ :  I g u e s s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s p e a k e r  f o r g o t  t:.st i t  was -- 
n D e m o c r a ~ i c  C3nf:ress t h a t  a c t u a l l y  p a s s e d  t!ic Covenant f o r  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of - - - 
~ 1 1 ~ .  P r e s i d c n t  of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  s o  I l ~ o l ~ e  h e  w i l l  t a k e  t h a t  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

D c l e ~ a t e  Ilavid ,Inrclt i ta_:  I j u s t  wsnt  t o  renLnd ny c o l l c n g u e  i rom Susupe 
t h a t  t h e  IJcmocrirtic Coilgress i s  s t i l l  r e t a i n i n g  c o n t r o l  of t h e  U .  S .  Congress ,  

s o  t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  i n  o r d e r .  

Dc lc -a te  Juan  P .  Tcnor io :  It i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  n o s t  of t h e  remarks and -.L --- 
s ! ~ c ~ c c l l e s .  a l e  usuai  l y  s u l ~ ~ i t t c l d  i n  v r i t i r l g .  I r c s p c c t f u l 1 . y  rcqaes t  t i - ~ ~  C h a i r  t o  
spar( :  r.p t h e  agony u f  l i s t e ~ l i n ~  t h o s c  sp( . rc i ics  a n d  llav;. t i ~ ~ ~ : i  pclc:sctl o u t  t o  
t l ~ e  Dt?Lcgilte:;. 
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