
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
of t h e  

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

Summarv J o u r n a l  

NINETEEIJTII DAY 
Fr iday ,  November 5 ,  1976 

(1) The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  was c a l l e d  t o  - 
. o r d e r  a t  2:07 p.m. 

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p res ided .  

(2) A moment of s i l e n t  'prayer was observed. 

(3) The Convention S e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l .  There  were 33 Delegates  p re sen t .  
De lega te s  Carlos  S. Camacbo, J o s e  R. Cruz, Herman Q.  Guerrero,  Franc isco  T. 
P a l a c i o s ,  Oscar C. Rasa and Joaquin S. Tor re s  were excused. No Delegates  were 
a b s e n t .  A quorum w a s  p r e s e n t .  

(Delega te  Benigno F i t i a l  moved t h a t  Delega tes  n o t  i n  a t t endance  be  excused. 
The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d . )  

(Delega tes  Rasa and Tor re s  en t e red  t h e  Convention H a l l  dur ing  Committee of 
t h e  Whole.: 

(4) ADOPTION OF THE JOURNAL 

Delega te  F e l i p e  A t a l i g  moved t h a t  t h e  Summary J o u r n a l  of t h e  1 8 t h  Day and 
t h e  Verbatim T r a n s c r i p t s  of Days 1 through 5 be adopted. The motion w a s  seconded 
and c a r r i e d .  

The Convention S e c r e t a r y  r e a d . a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Convention from Edward DLG. 
Pangel inan ,  conveying b e s t  wishes t o  t h e  Convention from v a r i o u s  f r i e n d s  on t h e  
Mainland. M r .  Pangel inan  i s  t h e  MarianasjWashington L ia i son  Of f i ce r .  

(6) COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Chairman Mafnas gave an  o r a l ' r e p o r t  on d i s p o s i t i o n  of v a r i o u s  Delegate  
P roposa l s  by t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Chairman A t a l i g  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  & Natu ra l  
Resources had submi t ted  Committee Report and Recommendation No. 5 ,  regard ing  
"Pub l i c  Lands." He a l s o  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Gommittee was working v igorous ly  
on t h e  m a t t e r  of p r i v a t e  l a n d s  and they a n t i c i p a t e d  completing t h e i r  work on 
t h a t  matter soon. . - 

Chairman F i t i a l  submi t ted  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  showing d i s p o s i t i o n  of Delega te  
P r o p o s a l s  by t h e  C o r n i t t e e  on Finance,  Loca l  Government and Other  Mat te rs .  He 
r e p o r t e d  o r a l l y  t h a t  Committee members' a t t endance ,  w i t h  t h e ' e x c e p t i o n  of two 
members, had been ve ry  good. 

(7) INTRODUCTIOK AnTD FIRST READING OF COYXITTEE RECOPPIENDATIONS - None. 

(8) SECOND AND FINAL READING OF PROPOSALS ,- None. 

(9) INTRODUCTION AND ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

De lega te  Olympio T. Borja  moved t h a t  Resolu t ion  No. 4 ,  a s  in t roduced  by 
De lega te  Benigno F i t i a l ,  be adopted by t h e  Convention. The motion was seconded. 

Delega te  Bor ja  a l s o  moved f o r  t h e  temporary suspension of Convention Rule 
No. 47. The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  I 

Delegate  Eor ja  moved t h a t  wording be added t o  t h e  proposed Resolu t ion  
between "A Rcsul.ution" and t h e  f i r s t  "hThereas." He proposed t o  add "Conveying 
g r e e t i n g s  and t h e  b e s t  wishes t o  P re s iden t -E lec t  James E a r l  C a r t e r ,  Jr." 



Surrsr~.  journ.?l  -- 1 9 t h  D,:y 
November 5 ,  1976 

Delega te  Benigno F i t i a l  moved t o  end debate .  The motion was seconded and 
c a r r i e d .  

The motion t o  amend, a s  o f f e r e d  by Delega te  '01ym~i.o T. Bor ja ,  c a r r i e d .  

Delega te  Olympio T .  Bor j a  moved t o  f u r t h e r  amend by adding another  "Whereas" 
c l a u s e  a f t e r  t h e  f i f t h  "Whereas" c l a u s e  and b e f o r e  "Be It Resolved." The 
proposed wording was "WHEREAS, i t  i s  t h e  sense  of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  of t h e  Consti-  
t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  t h a t  P re s iden t -E lec t  Ca r t e r  
should  r e c e i v e  due r e c o g n i t i o n  from h i s  f u t u r e  f e l l ow Americans i n  t h e  Marianas; 
now, t h e r e f o r e , " .  The motion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

Delega te  F e l i p e  A t a l i g  o f f e r e d  an  o r a l  amendment t h a t  was de fea t ed .  

Delega te  Benigno F i t i a l  moved t h a t  a l l  Delega tes  t o  t h e  Convention s i g n  
t h e  Resolu t ion  i f  adopted as.amended. The motion w a s  seconded and c a r r i e d .  

Delegate  Olympio T. Bor ja  moved t o  amend t h e  main motion t o  adopt  t h e  
Reso lu t ion  by t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole. The motion was seconded and defea ted .  
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The motion t o  adopt  Resolu t ion  No. 4, a s  amended, c a r r i e d .  

(10) UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None. 

(11) SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY - None. 

(12) GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Delega te  H i l a r i o  Diaz moved t h a t  t h e  Convention r e s o l v e  i t s e l f '  i n t o  t h e  
Committee of t h e  Whole i n  o rde r  t o  cons ider  Committee Recommendation No. 3 from 
t h e  Committee on Governmerital I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  r ega rd ing  " L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch of 
Government.", and Committee Recommendation No. 5  from t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  
R igh t s  and Natura l  Resources,  regard ing  "Publ ic  Lands.". The motion was seconded 
and c a r r i e d .  The P r e s i d e n t  asked Delegate  Juan P. Tenori.0 t o  p r e s i d e  over t h e  
C o m b i t t e e  of t h e  \ ,hole .  . 

The Convention r e so lved  i n t o  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole a t  2:40 p.m. 

The Convention reconvened i n  P lenary  Sess ion  a t  4:58 p.m. 

Chairman Tenorio r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole had adopted 
Committee Recommendation No. 3 from t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
r ega rd ing  "Leg i s l a t i ve  Branch of Government." H e  a l s o  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  
Committee had r e g r e t f u l l y  d e f e r r e d  a c t i o n  on Committee Recommendation No. 5  
from t h e  Committee on Pe r sona l  Rights  & Natu ra l  Resources,  r ega rd ing  "Publ ic  
Lands. I' 

Chairman Mafnas moved t h a t  Committee Recommendation No. 3 from t h e  Committee 
on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  r ega rd ing  " L e g i s l a t i v e  Branch of Government.", be 
adopted by t h e  Convention on F i r s t  Rending. The motion w a s  seconded and c a r r i e d .  

(13) MISCELLANEOUS - None. a - 

Chairman Mafnas announced t h a t  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
would meet t h e  fol lowing morning a t  n i n e  o 'c lock .  

Chairman A t a l i g  announced t h a t  t h e  Committee on Personal  Ri-ghts & Natura l  
Resources would a l s o  meet t h e  fol lowing mokning a t  n i n e  o 'c lock .  

* 

Chairman F i t i a l  announced t h a t  t h e  Committee on Finance, Local  Government 
and Na tu ra l  Resources would r e c e s s  f o r  t h e  weekend. 

There \?as d i scuss io r~ . r ega rd i r . g  a l a c k  of cormnittee m c e t i ~ g s  on Sunday and 
whether o r  no t  t h e  Delega tes  would r e c e i v e  a - s a l a r p ' f o r  t h e  weekend. 

Delega te  H i l a r i o  Diaz moved t h a t  t h e  ~ o ~ v e n t i o n ' r e c e s s  u n t i l  Monday mornins 
a t  t e n  o ' c lock .  

There was f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  regard ing  s a l a r y  and p e r  diem f o r  t h e  Gclegates .  



Delegate  Diaz withdrew h i s  motion t o  r e c e s s .  

Delegate  J o s e  Mafnas moved t h a t  t h e  Delega tes  r e p o r t  back t o  t h e i r  cons t i -  
t u e n t s  on Sunday, r ega rd ing  p rog res s  of theSConvent ion ,  and t h a t  t h e  Convention 
r e c e s s  u n t i l  Monday a f t e rnoon  a t  two o 'c lock .  The motion was seconded and 
de fea t ed .  

Delega te  P e t e  Ogo asked t h a t  t h e  record  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  de fea t ed  motion 
was a sk ing  f o r  a l l  Delega tes  t o  r e p o r t  back t o  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  and n o t  j u s t  
t hose  from t h e  o u t e r  i s l a n d s .  

F loor  Leader Rasa moved t h a t  t h e  Convention r e c e s s  u n t i l  Monday a f t e rnoon  
a t  two o ' c lock .  The mot.ion was seconded and c a r r i e d .  

The Convention r eces sed  a t  5:15 p.m. 

Respec t fu l ly  submit ted,  

6 d4* d+ 
Pedro M. ' A t a l i g  
Convention S e c r e t a r y  


